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Introduction
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Tis book will teach you how to get started with your tiny house dream. There is an entire movement that is sweeping the nation, making houses more affordable and even more mobile. The usual size is 2,400 square feet for a home in the United States, and the size has been increasing over the last few decades. Therefore people are taking up an even larger carbon footprint than they had in the past. It leads to more energy costs as well as more maintenance, and most people who want to own a house have to take out a thirty year mortgage to cover the cost. 

No one wants to be in debt for years, but with tiny houses you’re more likely to find financial stability. There’s no reason to throw away money renting when you can design a smaller home with a smaller carbon footprint, low energy cost, and stay out of debt. This movement equals freedom for most people, as well as being eco-friendly and supporting to the minimalist lifestyle. 

The best part is that you don’t have to give up the luxury that you desire when you build your own tiny home. Just pick one of the two options that fit you best. You can either build a mobile tiny home or a stationary one. You can start building your tiny home with this easy guide to get started!
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Chapter 1: A Little about Tiny Houses
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You may be asking yourself exactly what is a tiny house? It’s just a home that’s been shrunken down, making it more affordable even though it’s little smaller. They’re built either so that they’re stationary or so that they’re mobile, and if you decide to go mobile it’s built on a trailer that’s meant to support the load of the tiny home. When you build a stationary tiny home you just build it on a plot of land. 
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Mobile Tiny Homes
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There are many benefits to a mobile home.

	Travel: This is the biggest reason that people choose to have a mobile tiny home. Many people want to travel but worry about how they’ll live while doing so. This eliminates the worry. 

	Planning: It’s a little easier to plan for a mobile tiny home because you’ll be building with your dimensions in mind. You’ll have to limit it to the same size as your trailer. 

	Simplicity: The layout will be simple but also allows you to be innovative with the design of your tiny home. 


Mobile tiny homes are smaller than static ones on average because they have to be built on a trailer bed. This requires a lot more creativity, and you will want to build a little taller as well. There are some trailers that are even fifty-three feet long. There are different types of trailers that you’ll need to pick from as well. Some trailers, for example, have a deck which will make your building space a little smaller. 

However, a trailer with a drop deck style is popular among those in the tiny house movement since it provides storage underneath the deck, and it provides an upper area that can be built into a bedroom. Just keep in mind that there are limits to how high you can build a mobile tiny home. About thirteen feet is the highest you can build for safety reasons. There are some tiny home designs that have figured a way to beat that with pulley and winches, but these are much more difficult. You can add more width by building side extensions as well. 

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Stationary Tiny Homes
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Here are a few benefits on choosing stationary tiny houses.

	Stability: There is an added worry if you have pull a trailer and figure out where to park your home. This isn’t the problem with a stationary home. 

	Equity: You have more equity if you invest in a plot of land and then build your tiny home on it. 

	Space: Even though your tiny home has to be tiny by definition, that doesn’t mean you can’t get a slightly bigger one by building one that’s stationary. 


Stationary tiny homes usually range from 96 square feet to 1,000 square feet. However, you should keep in mind that many people in the movement believe that a tiny home is a home that’s under 220 square feet. Yet, there are others that think that 1,000 square feet is perfectly acceptable since the average house is 2,400 square feet.
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Reasons to Build a Tiny Home 
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There are many reasons that you might want to build a tiny home, and in this section we will discuss them in more depth. Many people want more financial stability, others want a second home, some people prefer to be outdoors, and still others just wish to reduce the carbon footprint they’re leaving. 

	Financials: Financial motivation is a strong reason that many people are choosing tiny homes over the traditional home. Traditional homes range from $75,000-$360,000. Homes that cost less are usually in bad neighborhoods or require quite a bit of renovation. Yet, the initial expense isn’t where it ends. There are higher maintenance costs with a traditional home than a tiny home as well. You’ll be paying more in gas, electricity and even cleaning supplies. It’s easier to install solar panels in a tiny home as well if you want to reduce your energy costs even more. 

	Investment Returns: Many people don’t want to be stuck in a home, and you don’t need to be if you’re in a tiny home. After all, you may have your family grow or just wish to move into a larger home. There is equity even in a mobile tiny home. Just keep in mind that mobile tiny homes often require RV insurance, and they’ll be valued as an RV too. When you’re ready for something larger you can sell your tiny home or rent it out. 

	Insurance & Taxes: property taxes are based on the land as well as the home, so they’re going to be smaller with static tiny homes. In short, if your home is large you’re going to be paying a large amount of taxes. The amount will depend on the city as well as the state you live in, and smaller homes will just have a lower property tax. Insurance will be less with a tiny home too. It doesn’t matter if you end up paying homeowner insurance or RV insurance. The smaller the home, the less value so the less you’ll be paying. Unless you buy land, you won’t have property taxes so that’s one less thing you’ll be paying for with a mobile tiny home. If you need to get an RV insurance, remember to shop around. The amount you’ll be paying will depend on your credit score, if you’re bundling as well as the company you choose to go through. 

	Escape the 9 to 5: There are many people that want to escape the 9 to 5 job that most people have. It’s a great way to retire early, and you can travel more if you have less costs weighing you down. Your odds of being able to retire early goes up when you have less money going towards your living expenses as well. 

	Vacation Homes: If you want to travel more without leaving the comforts of homes behind, then a tiny home can easily become your second home. It’ll fit your needs, and it’ll help you to escape bad weather. For example, if you live in Florida you may find the summer months to be too oppressive and hot. You can travel to another state where the weather is a little more comfortable to spend more time. During winter, you can travel south in order to escape blizzards or just snow in general. If you like living outdoors, it’s a great choice for you too!

	Carbon Footprint: Many people are now afraid of the carbon footprint that they’re leaving behind. Tiny homes use more energy efficient appliances, and it’s easier to start collecting rainwater, use combustible toilets and even install solar panels. 
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Chapter 2: Getting Ready to Move In
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To get ready to move into a smaller space, you need to know how to live a minimalist lifestyle. This chapter also serves as a way to tell if you’re ready to move into a tiny home. If you aren’t comfortable with living with less, then tiny house living may not be for you. When you prioritize living with your essentials over things that you want, then you’ll improve your quality of life as well, which is why many people are happy in tiny homes. 
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Start Choosing
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You have to start by sorting your items, and to do that you need to choose what is essential to you and whoever you will be living with. Everything else you can get rid of. Of course, this is always easier said than done. You have to ask yourself what you don’t use regularly. Make separate boxes, and you should label them what you’re keeping and what you’re going away. 

If you’re sure that you’ll need something, then you’ll keep it. If you aren’t sure about something, stack it in the middle as a ‘maybe’. Once you know what you absolutely have to keep and what you really don’t, you can start putting away what you plan to keep. Then, with a fresh look at everything you can try to sort through your maybe part. Be honest with yourself when you’re looking at your maybe pile. 

It’s human nature to not want to let go of something that you own, but you won’t have room for everything in your tiny home. If you’re traveling, you’ll want room to buy more things in travel as well. So be critical when you’re trying to go through your maybe pile. Still, some people can’t go through that pile all at once. Try to get through at least 1/3 of it before taking a break. 

Make sure that you give away whatever you don’t need as soon as you know that you won’t be using it so that you don’t overthink it and start pulling things out of this box to keep after all. When discarding items, you can either give them away or you can sell them for quick cash. At least store them out of sight and out of mind if you’re going to try to sell them. 
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Start Arranging
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Once you finish deciding what you are going to keep, you need to make sure that you have a designated place for everything in your tiny home. If there isn’t space for everything, then you may want to go through what you need again and see if you can weed out a few more things. Most of the time, you’ll find that not everything in your to keep pile actually was needed, so this step helps you to weed everything a little thinner. Just make sure that you don’t make exceptions for items or you’ll just waste your time and end up keeping much more than you actually need. 
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Be Tidy
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If you aren’t able to be tidy with your home, then you aren’t going to be able to live in a tiny home. This is why it’s essential you know the amount of items you want to keep so that you can find a place for them in your tiny home. This can come later, but you have to make sure that there is space for everything in your home or you’re still not taking minimalism to heart. 
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Chapter 3: First Steps in Engineering
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You can find plans for you tiny house all over the web. Still, people have certain desires and needs. You’ll want your home to fit into your personal style, and you’ll have some tough decisions to make. Take into account the areas that will fit your needs
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Identifying Constraints
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The first constraint you’ll need to realize you have is your budget. Keep in mind how much you have to spend, how much you’re willing to spend, and how much you are willing to take a loan out for. You’ll also need to figure out if you want to build your tiny home or if you’re going to hire a professional to build it for you. You need proper experience if you’re going to build your own. 

If you’ve never built a home or held a construction tool, you might need to hire out. It may cost more to hire someone, but it can still pay off in the long run. If you don’t know what you’re doing, you’ll make mistakes that will cost you loss of time and money such as making the wrong cuts, taking two to three times the amount of time a professional will take, buying the wrong materials, and even being wasteful. Another restraint is deciding if you’ll design your home tiny house, if you’ll take some of the plans you find online, or if you hire someone to design one for you. 

By hiring a professional it’s easier to ensure that you are up to building codes required by your state as well. The foundation will determine your constraints. Size is another constraint that you’ll need to work with. If you know the size of your home, then you can get a trailer size that will fit. If you don’t know and get the trailer first, then you’ll need to work around that. Just plan accordingly, and try to have an idea of what you want before you start building. You can buy a used or new trailer, and it’s up to you in the end. 

[image: image]

You just need to keep in mind that you should only buy used trailers with severe caution. You should either know the dealer you’re getting it from or the history of the trailer. A trailer will become derelict after a certain amount of time, and it can be expensive to repair them. Often it pays off to get a new one, and you’d be sure of their reliability. 

When using a trailer for a mobile tiny home, you’ll need to be aware of their weight limits too. This is another reason that hiring an architect can be important. You can’t start building your home until you figure out what it will weigh and what materials you should be using to stay within your trailer’s weight constraints. You may need to even add an extra axle to help support you tiny home. 
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Some DIY Reminders
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You can build a tiny home all on your own, but only if you have at least a little knowledge already under your belt. You’re going to want to know more than just setting up the frame, interior walls, roofing and exterior siding. You’ll need to know a little about power, utilities and even plumbing to build it all on your own. For some of these things you can hire out, of course. Just because you decide to take on a DIY tiny home project doesn’t mean that you have to do every single part yourself. 

Many people that build their own tiny homes do only half of the work. They usually do the roofing, siding, interior walls, framing, cabinetry and flooring. They’ll usually hire the other half of the work out to other specialists. Make sure to compare different bids and prices before you hire a specialist. You should compare prices before you decide to build on your own as well. Labor costs more in different parts of the US and depending on the company you decide to use. 

Some people, after comparing prices, find that it’s a small difference. It might still be worth it to hire out. If you do want to do it all yourself, you may want to look to see if there are any design schools in your area. There ae architects and engineers there, at least students, that would be willing to negotiate a fair price and can usually use it as an extra credit project for their course work. Many professors are willing to look it over once the student is finished to make sure it’s legal before giving the grade out too!
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Determining Some Details
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You’ll need to determine a few details of your home. Ask yourself what features you simply can’t live without out. For example, do you want more artificial light or more natural light? Do you really care if your tiny home has a deck? Is there a particular way that you want your tiny home to look? Is there a particular material that you want it built out of? Always remember that certain building materials will be more expensive than others. Once you have a list of features you can’t live without, then you know what you need to concentrate on. 
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A Look at Materials
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One of the best options for materials is getting recycled ones. There is barn wood and other used wood available, and it’s often at a significantly lower cost than if you went to a lumber store. You can also check Habitat for Humanity Restores to get recycled materials, and they’re filled with different items that have been removed from various house. They’re all able to be sued again, including plywood, trim, lathe, siding, and flooring. This will help to reduce your expenses immensely. 

Another great way to reduce cost is by using wood pallets, which will be a great way to get cheap, recycled wood. If you know [image: image]someone that works at a hardware or lumber store, you might even be able to get these pallets for free. The majority of pallets are actually destroyed anyways, and they usually just take up space at someone’s store. The wood from these can be used for both interior and exterior instead of drywall and plywood. There are also ways to find cabinets, windows, lights, doors, and hardware at recycled stores. 

One store is Restores, which is a great place to start your search. There are some people that have an old barn or home that needs taken down as well. You can often trade your labor for taking the structure down for the wood that you get from it. These type of deals are almost everywhere you look, and you can even look on Craigslist under the free section. Concrete isn’t recycled, but it is a great way to save on certain areas. You can use concrete for your countertops, and this choice is becoming increasingly popular. You can even mix in coloring to get a smooth, colorful counter that won’t split or chip. 

You can get recycled countertop materials too, and you’ll see them at both antique shops and secondhand shops. Just remember that sometimes antique countertops are actually more expensive. The best part is that if you are shopping from stores, you know that they’re in a condition that is reusable. 
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About Windows

[image: image]


This is a major consideration that you’ll need to address. They aren’t energy efficient, but they can cost you a lot of propane and solar energy. There are different types of windows you’ll need to decide on too. You can get composite, vinyl, fiberglass, wood, metal/aluminum windows. There are pros and cons to using any of these materials. Vinyl are usually your least expensive option, and they’re much more energy efficient. The upkeep is much less as well. Though, your choices for vinyl are limited. Wooden need the most upkeep and they’ll need to be repainted too. 

[image: image]

Metal and aluminum frames conduct heat, so it’ll make your home much hotter. Composite as well as fiberglass are new options, and they’re one of your most expensive options. They do have the highest efficiency, and you’ll often find more options as far as colors go too. The window itself is important, since you can use either glass or glazing. Gas fills can provide a glazing that’s insulated, and they have a great thermal performance. This means that they have a better resistance to heat flow than an air fill. 

You can buy windows that have heat absorbing resistance as well. This will reduce the amount of heat coming into your home. This is great for both warmer and colder areas, helping to keep the temperature much more neutral. If you get a window that has a reflective coating it’ll reduce glare, and it can block light. Most people that are building a tiny home go with a vinyl that’s on the lower priced end of the spectrum, which ensures that the window is insulated. 

You can use a double pane, and it’ll help to keep your temperatures neutral. There are many options and styles in vinyl to choose from as well. You can use triangular, round, rectangular and even square windows. Keep in mind that the more design, the higher the price. Simpler windows are going to cost less, so a basic design might help cut the cost down. Though, you also need to determine how many windows you want. If you want wall space for shelving, dressers, etc. then you’ll want less windows to give you more wall space. 

You can even put the windows up near the roof to let light in without taking up useable wall space. You can use roof space to allow light in as well, and this makes skylights a wonderful option. However, it will cut down on the solar paneling you can use. You can choose sliding glass doors to help open up the living room a well, which will bring in light. This will help to reduce the amount of windows you need to let light in. you need to decide where you want you back door as well, and some people put it on the side while others put it at one end. A window in the bathroom is great too since it allows moisture and heat to escape after showers are taken. 
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First Look at Utilities
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You have to brainstorm for utilities from heating, plumbing, air, and electricity. You don’t have to make these decisions without a professional, but you should at least have an idea of what you’re going for. Do you want a gas stove, for example? Maybe you don’t care if you use a gas or electric stove. There are some appliances that you might want to skip as well, helping to reduce the amount of space needed. If you want a shower and a tub, then you will have more plumbing to run as well. 
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First Look at Plumbing
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A kitchen and a bathroom are not negotiable if you’re building a tiny home. You’ll need a sink, which requires running water. Your bathroom will have at least another sink and a shower as well as a toilet. These will require plumbing, and you won’t want to lose interior space. A lot of people stick with the traditional methods such as PVC and copper piping. 

Others include PEX tubing, which is a recent alternative to PVC pipe. It’s a cheaper material, and perfect for small spaces. It’s only a ½ an inch thick, and it’s much more bendable. There’s no kinks in it, and you don’t need to put in a junction to get it to bend like you want it to. There’s no need to weld joints and copper pieces together either. The best part is that PEX is quick to install. It’s not corrosive like traditional coper piping too, helping to hold up better. 

[image: image]

PEX Tubing 

PVC and PEX cost almost the same, but PVC requires glue to be placed around the joints. PEX doesn’t, making it much easier. You don’t need a ventilated system for PEX like PVC either. PEX does not freeze and burst. Still, with a tiny home you’ll want to keep your plumbing from the exterior walls and put them in the interior walls to help prevent any freezing. Don’t just jump on board with PEX completely though, because PVC is best if you want a regular toilet instead of the common incinerating or composting toilet, then PVC can be needed for waste. PEX pipes can be simply too small for normal plumbing. You can also choose to use a combination, though, as many people do. 
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First Look at Bathrooms

[image: image]


Bathrooms can be the hardest to try to design since no one likes small, cramped bathrooms. Still, for a tiny home you will need a tiny bathroom to go with it. You can use a wet bath of a specialized toilet to help avoid any waste removal needs. A wet bath is where the entire room’s floor can get wet, and you can combine everything without a shower curtain. Your shower is a lot bigger since you don’t need to close it off. 

Though, you’ll need a specialized metal wall and tile on the floor. Tubs usually take up too much space, so many people will opt out of this. Wine barrels, round tubs, and water troughs can be used for a tub if you really feel you need one though, and you can cut out the floor and sink the tub into the floor. This is more for static tiny homes than mobile ones though. 
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Thinking about Sinks
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For kitchen sinks especially, you need to think about what you need. A big sink can’t be in your future with a tiny home, and so you likely won’t get that garbage disposal. Though, a double sink can work if you cover half with your cutting board, helping to make more counter space. This helps to do dishes too, and it’ll allow for more cabinet space in the end.
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Washer & Dryers
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For many people, they feel a need to include a washer and dryer, and so a combo unit is best. This saves space even though it costs a bit more. either way, if you didn’t put one in you’d need to stop and wash your clothes somewhere or hand wash everything, which can be a huge pain to deal with. Make sure that your plumbing includes a line for your washer/dryer system. 
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A Look at Heating
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A heating source will need to be determined while you’re still in your design process. A wood burning stove isn’t good for mobile tiny homes, so you’ll often need to come up with something else unless you’re choosing a static option. One heating source is at least usually enough for a tiny home, but you have to make sure it’s a powerful one. 

You’ll need to have a clear idea of how powerful you need your heating source by looking at what BTU (British thermal unit) that you need. There are many online calculators that you can use, and all you have to put in in your length, height and width of your home. Then just put in your insulating condition, and some require you to take into consideration how many windows you have. 

You have to make sure you have the correct number of BTU’s you’ll need determined before you can start shopping around to find a heater that will fit your needs and your budget. You don’t have to put in a wood stove or even central heating, but there are many furnace options. Some of the furnaces are even as small as a hardcover book, but they’ll need a pipe which will take up some space too. Dickinson Marine and Napoleon are popular wall stoves for tiny homes. If you are getting a TV, a fake fireplace stand may provide the heat you need. Envi heaters can be used as well, but you may need a unit for each room. 
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A Look at Air Conditioning

[image: image]


This is especially important if you plan to be traveling in the southern US. Places like Florida and Texas are hot most of the year. Just like with a heater, you will want something that is energy efficient, and window air conditioners are usually your best choice. Sadly, this means that you’ll be losing the light from that window. Luckily, if you choose a mobile home, air conditioning isn’t as big of a problem when you can choose your location. 
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Thinking about Electricity
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Solar panels is one of your best options for energy, and it’ll certainly help you to save money. Though, some people still prefer a more traditional method such as propane. Sadly, with propane you can easily run out, and propane can become expensive. It can take a lot to make sure that your home is regulated, and you need to get the right tank for your needs. Electricity isn’t possible without an energy source, which means you’d need to hook your RV up before you can plug anything in. 
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Solar power is best if you’re looking for a mobile tiny house option. Regular power is only an option if you’re looking to build a stationary tiny home. Solar panels do need batteries, as well as a voltage regulator, so you’ll need to get a battery bank, but the sun should keep them full. The sun will power the backup as you use your electricity. Unless it’s gray, you can use mostly natural light to save on energy too. Your washer and dryer can be used during the day so that light can replace the energy. Still, if you decide on solar panels you still need to figure out how many and what size to install. To do that, you’ll want to follow the steps below. 

	Step 1: Write down your list of appliances that you’re going to have. You need to include everything from your coffee maker to your oven. Don’t forget even a small appliance, and you need to list your fridge too. 

	Step 2: Make sure to write how often you’ll be using them. Make sure that you look at your average week, and it’s better to overestimate than underestimate. 

	Step 3: Convert your energy use from the amps to kilowatt hours or at least watts. 

	Step 4: Calculations are able to be done now, and this will tell you how many solar panels you need as well as how many batteries. 

	Step 5: Talk to your manufacturer about the conditions your solar panels will end up going through. If you’re using it for a mobile home, you need to tell them about the amount of light, cloud cover, wind and more. 


The details you’ll need to write down will vary depending on where you live and where you plan to travel if you’re choosing a mobile tiny home. It’s best to speak to a representative in person or at least over the phone.

A wind turbine is also another good source of power to hook into your battery bank.  There are now even compact versions that can be mounted on a tiny home, including ones that can be taken down easily and reassembled if moving to a new location.  Hydroelectric generators can also be installed if you have a stream on the property.  
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Thinking about Water
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You need to consider your options more in depth when it comes to building your home. Collecting rainwater is great, and if you plan to do this commonly you’ll need to install a system to help you collect as much rainwater as you can. Though, if you live in a dry area, you’ll have to have a water reservoir too. If you’re going mobile, this isn’t usually the best option. There are truck stops that you can go to for fresh water hookups, and you can fill a reservoir and empty your gray water too. RV sites can have some water fill-up stations too. 
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rain barrel with downspout 

When you get water from a fill-up station, it’s going to be cold. Unless you’re okay with cold water, which won’t cut it for most people, you’re going to need to find a way to heat it. Though, a huge water heater isn’t necessary. There are even tankless water heaters, which are effect for tiny homes. These can be used in regular homes too. Most work with electricity or propane, so make sure to shop around to make sure that it fits with your energy system. There are small water heaters that do use a tank if you prefer, but they’re mostly designed for RVs. Just keep in mind that one with a tank will take up more space. 
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tankless water heater 
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Making Your Kitchen Function
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No matter how small your kitchen it still needs to be made in a way that it’s functional. If you cook a lot, you’re going to want to try to find an range that fits your needs. If you don’t cook a lot, try a half stove with two burners. An oven that is half the size of a normal oven can also be a great addition. When making sure your kitchen is functional, you’ll want to check to see what cabinets you can use too in order to give you the maximum storage space. A corner that has rollout storage options is best. Rollout shelves can help as well, and custom built kitchen cabinets can be easier than pre-made cabinets because they’re made specifically to fit your needs. Though, there is a tradeoff for custom designed items in your home, and that’s the fact that it’ll take more time to get them produced. 
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Making a Timeline
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You may have ideas for your tiny house, but you shouldn’t start until you have a timeline in mind. If your budget is small, you’re more likely to have to build in stages to help stagger the cost. Doing it this way may take a half a year to two or three years to get it completely built. Your commitment will make a large difference. If you have a large budget, then you’re more likely to meet a faster goal. It will also be faster when you hire the work out versus trying to do it all yourself. 
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Chapter 4: Some Space Hacks
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There are a few tricks that you’ll want to use to make sure that your tiny home is as comfortable as you can make it. There are some items that you’ll want to buy or at least consider. There are also some luxuries that you might want to go without. For example, you might not want a pet because they take up space. Pets require room to grow, eat, play and go to the bathroom. 

A dog will need to go outside for the bathroom, but with a cat you’d need a litter box. You’ll also need appliances like a washing machine and perhaps a dishwasher. You may also collect something that you want to make space for. It doesn’t matter if its books or dolls, if you have a collection it might be hard to find room for everything you want. Try these space hacks to make your tiny home feel and look bigger.
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Go Up
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Vertical spacing is essential if you want to make a tiny home feel big. It’s especially important if you’re going to make a mobile tiny home. Just make sure that your shelving is secure enough for travel. If you want to grow cabbage for example, you’ll want to put a hydroponic system on the wall. You can create crannies, nooks and even shelves. Not everything has to be a window. 
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Storage under stairs 
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Unique Furniture
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You don’t want just unique furniture but functional furniture. There are some pieces that serve multiple purposes, including storage which can be helpful for your tiny home. Couches can make a great bed, and they’re one of the most common double furniture’s that a tiny home uses. You can also store items underneath furniture, like storing blankets, games and even clothing beneath your bed/couch. You can insert drawers or just stick to basic cubbies. 

There are some tables that are built for multiple purposes as well, which can be used as an office, game table and even a dining table. You’d need to make sure that it has room for a few seats though. There are some tiny homes that even have tables that can fold up into the wall. If you have baskets built into your furniture, then you’ll have extra storage too. You can also have baskets built into your stairs and walls. 

Footstools are another popular storage area if you get the right ones, and even some chairs have storage space inside of them. Vacuum sealed bags are great for storage if you don’t plan to use the items often. Hanging storage is another way to build up vertically and save space. You can use hanging baskets for fruit, plants, dishes and even clothing. Hanging items higher is better because it’ll help to utilize ceiling space that would otherwise be wasted. 

You can even use a winch system so you don’t always need to get a ladder. You can even run a clothing line through your house to help you dry clothes, which will save on utilities. Wall mounted beds are another option to save space, and they’re perfect for tiny homes. They fold up, saving you space when you’re not sleeping. You can get them in a twin, but if you’re a couple you shouldn’t worry. These beds come in larger sizes for comfort! 

Murphy beds are popular instead of wall mounted beds if you prefer. You can put a TV on the back of your bed to save space. If a wall mounted bed isn’t for you, then try a slide out bed that’s underneath other furniture during the day. If you’re building up, you’ll have stairs too. You should utilize this for storage space so that you don’t just waste the area. You can even put roll out counters underneath the stairs. 
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Think about Lofts
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This is essential if you have a vertical space, which makes it essential for mobile tiny homes especially. You can put a nook on the second floor of your tiny home 

and it can be used as a reading area, bedroom or even an office. If you’re planning to use it as a bedroom, sink your mattress flush to the floor, which will give you more head space. Floor space can double as storage if you need more, and lift up floorboards can be a life saver. Even walls can become storage if you know how to craft the space. 
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Ditch the Paper
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If you go digital, you can ditch the paper and this will make sure you have less junk floating around your tiny home. Mail, especially bills, can pile up. Besides, most people throw them away which adds to your carbon footprint. When you go digital, you’re saving yourself space as well as reducing your carbon footprint. 
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Think Hidden
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Hidden storage is a great way to maximize space in your tiny home. It can also hide things from sight that you don’t want to see, such as trash cans. There’s no reason to put your trash can in an open space, especially when your space is limited as it is. You can easily put it in a nook under your sink. There are many ways you can hide things, but it can be difficult to learn to think outside of the box. 
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Sliding Doors & More
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You have less workspace with drawers and cabinets that have to open inward. The same goes for doors, so try to invest in sliding, drawers, doors and cabinets to maximize your space. You can even apply this to your bathroom, as bar doors will often slide in and out and work well. Swinging doors are just clumsy, making you feel a little more claustrophobic. 
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Miraculous Mirrors 
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Mirrors in a tiny home will make it feel more open. It won’t actually help you to have more room, but it makes you feel less closed in when you’re trying to minimize as much as possible. It can also help you to feel at home. Just keep in mind that if you’re going to use mirrors in a mobile tiny home, then you need to make sure that they’re secured tightly. 
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Natural Light
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Natural light is another way make your home look bigger, and it’ll save on energy costs. This is another reason sliding doors are great to use if they’re glass. Reflective surfaces are great fixtures to help brighten everything up too. Metal countertops, Plexiglas and other surfaces can be used. 
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Shelves
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This is especially important in your pantry, but you’ll want to have shelves no matter if it’s a mobile or stationary tiny home. Sadly, you most likely won’t have a dedicated pantry if you decide to join the tiny home movement. You can still put up pantry shelves in your kitchen. Adjustable pantry shelves are good since they’ll only take up as much room as your items at any moment in time. 
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Use Outside Space
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You’ll need to use outside space to make sure that you have enough room in your tiny home. Even mobile tiny homes can have outside space. You can have decks that are built utilizing winches and pulleys. They can be held up securely when you’re using a mobile home. Still, it’s easier to add outside space when you are using a static tiny home. Most people that use tiny homes choose to even get a portable desk and work outside so they don’t feel like they’re always inhabitation a small space. 
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Use a Grill
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Grills are possible no matter if you’re choosing a stationary tiny home or a mobile one, and they’ll help to provide you with more cooking space. You can have one built into your home or have one that you can carry with you. If you don’t have it built in, it can help if you get a grill that can fold up for storage. Make sure that you think about how easy the grill you get is to clean to reduce the amount of work you’ll need to put into this cooking option. You can even build a grill that comes off of the frame of your trailer. 
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Neck Storage
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If you are using a trailer that has a neck, then you can build the underneath section for storage. This can help you to carry scuba gear, generators, bikes, air compressors, mechanic tools, propane and so much more. You can really utilize this space to fit your needs if you’re careful enough. 
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Floor Space
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You should always utilize floor space! You can even build luxury items in your floor space. A few people have even used this space to build in a wine cooler in the kitchen, and you can make the floor into various areas. Other people have even used it as a bookshelf and covered it in Plexiglas. If you don’t want to put too much work into it, you don’t need to. You can use it for generic storage space for clothing or flat items. 
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Roof Space
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If you aren’t going to use solar panels, then you have more room there! You can make decks out of your roof or even a living roof. A living roof is a perfect option for anyone that wants to have a garden. With a living roof, you can even have a small garden on a mobile tiny home so long as everything is secure. You can utilize your garden even further if you use it to grow medicinal herb or vegetables for your kitchen. There is even some fruit such as berries that would be perfect for a rooftop garden. 
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Chapter 5: An Engineering Breakdown 
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You may have everything ready and it’s time to start building your home. That does not have to mean that you are a skilled builder. This section is also great to look over if you’re trying to decide if you can build you tiny home all on your own. It’s meticulous, technical and tedious to build your own home, and it’s hard to do without proper training. Though, this section will help to inform you on what you need to know to start building. 
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Step 1: The Trailer
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You’ll want to build your trailer, which means you need to either choose the right land or the right frame to hold it. If you’re choosing land, make sure it’s smooth and level. This will help you to erect the frame much easier. You may want to install a deck, and you’ll need to figure that out during this phase. Weld your anchors down, and have your deck ready to connect with the house. 
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Step 2: The Foundation
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This will determine the stability and strength of you tiny home. This is where you need to put all of your focus first, and it all begins with the framing your floor. You’ll then anchor the frame to the trailer, and add insulation, metal flashing, subfloor installations and vapor barriers. 
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Step 3: The Walls
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This only comes after you’ve built your foundation, and you’ll have to look at your blueprint to figure out which walls go where. When your walls are laying down, make sure that your windows fit. You also need to consider the size of your doors at this step, and check to make sure your larger items fit through your doors before you put the walls up. After all of that, then you can raise your walls, squaring and bracing them to make sure they’re secured in place. Check to make sure your frame is secure. 
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Step 4: Sheathing
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This will depends on the plans you have, so cut everything to size. You’ll need to keep enough room for a 1/8th “gap between each sheet. You should run a test fit before you nail and glue it all together. Screw every three inches on your edges, and you’ll also need to screw every six inches in order to cover your studs. Anchor the plywood to the foundation along with your raised walls. 
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Step 5: Doors & Windows
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This is where you’ll check your door and window dimensions. Before you cut your holes in order to fit your windows, you’ll need to plot the measurements. Keep in mind that you’ll need room for some excess without leaving enough room that it’ll be sloppy. The application for you windows will all depend on the type of windows that you have chosen.
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Step 6: Framing Your Roof

[image: image]


Collar ties as well as loft roofing will need to be installed first. Then, you’ll have to flow your blueprint, but maintain a 13.5 foot limit. You’d need to insert any skylight openings that you’re planning to have at this point. 
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Step 7: Sheathing
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Before you cut the boards, make sure that you’ve double checked that your dimensions have been plotted properly. Then you are able to put glue on your truss edges. You’ll install “H” clips between each sheet, securing them with screws and ring shank nails. 
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Step 8: Skylight
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This is optional, as not every tiny home actually needs a skylight. Just follow the instructions and then flash according to the skylight that you’ve chosen.
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Step 9: Doors
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This is where you actually install the door frame you’ve chosen. Before you do that, you’ll need to assemble your door according to the specific instructions. After you’ve done that, you can actually install it into your tiny home. 
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Step 10: Siding
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Siding is important, so you’ll need to start by taping the house wrap seams. Then you can add your furring strips, and make sure that you paint both sides before you actually hang them. 
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Step 11: Trim Work
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This is for your outside trim, and you’ll take your fascia boards, installing them. Afterwards, install your drip edges.
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Step 12: Roofing
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You actually will need to install your roof in this step. You’d need to install an ice water shield, and then you can add a reflection barrier. This barrier will need ½ “gap. You can then add your furring strips, and then install the roof per the instructions given to you by the manufacturer. 
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Step 13: Plan Plumbing
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Before you actually put down plumbing, you need to make sure you plan where your inlets, drains and holes go. Make sure that you take into consideration if there is a beam under your trailer. You’ll also need to figure out if you need vents for installing plumbing, which will depend on the frame you’re using. Don’t forget that you have to account for “P” traps, and you’ll need to allot for slope when installing.
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Step 14: Plan Electrical
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You have to plan all of your electrical before you start building as well. You have to take into consideration each and every light, outlet, socket, fans and more. If you’re going to install smoke alarms, you’ll need to figure out where during this phase. 

Step 15: Gas Lines & HVAC

These aren’t necessary in building a tiny home, but if you’re going to add them this would be the step to plan for them in. 

Step 16: Insulation

Insulation is required in any home, so you’ll install your insulation by foaming your edges. Afterwards, add the vapor barrier, which should be about 6mm thick. Make sure you check if there’s a reaction between the materials you’re using before you continue. 

Step 17: Your Appliances

This is where you’ll need to install any major appliances in your home. This includes but is not limited to your oven, refrigerator, shower and even your main heater. 

Step 18: Walls & Flooring

Your flooring will need to be installed according to the instructions of the flooring you’ve chosen. You’d need to make sure you construct cabinet frames, and then you’d need to install countertops during this step as well. Here you’ll also install your sink and stove, and then finish building your cabinets. In this step, you’ll need to put in the proper shelving too. 

Step 20: Bathroom 

No matter how many bathrooms you plan on putting in you tiny home, you need to do them during this step. Connect your shower, and make sure that you line your bathroom walls. Bathroom storage should be constructed during this step, and you’ll need to connect your toilet while also installing your vent. 

Step 21: Bedroom

Plot your bedroom, even if it’s a loft, before you actually begin. You’ll then need to make and install your storage, and you’d need to wire your electrical from outlets to lights. 

Step 22: Living Area

You’ll want to finish installing your HVAC if you’re using it, and then finish your electrical in your living room. Make sure to build any built-in structures as well as storage for this area now. 
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Chapter 6: Decorating Your Tiny Home
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How you decorate your tiny home can be just as important as how you build it. If you decorate improperly, it’ll cost even more to build your home. Cost is one of the most common concerns with a tiny home, so decorating on a budget is still essential. 

Paint Creatively 

You’ll want to be creative with any paint you get. Paint is a relatively cheap way to paint a home. If you are talented enough and can create a picture or mosaic, then you’ll want to go ahead and create that piece in your home. This will give it a personal touch of you without having to spend too much. Even if you aren’t very talented, you can have fun with painting. You can buy transfer designs and stencils to use on your wall, and bold colors will put a little more character into your home. Some people even like to add some UV light paint or glow in the dark paint to give it some extra character. Some people choose to paint in polka dots, use a sea sponge, paint in stripes, or just paint one wall a bright color. 

Creative Lighting 

With interesting lighting, your will save on lighting cost as well as bring some character to your tiny home. It can make your home feel smaller or bigger depending on what you do. Putting in a chandelier or wall lamp can make a statement, and it can prove to be useful. Windows are only one lighting source that you should use. 

Think Photos 

When you think about personalizing your home, you should think about photos. Frame photos are a great way to make a statement that the home is yours. When you feel more comfortable in a place, especially surrounded by happy and familiar faces, then the space will stop feeling as small. Let the memories you make line your home so that you’re always reminded of the good times. 

Recycle Décor

Old things can have a use, and if you decided to build your home out of recycled materials it’s even better when you extend it to decorating it too. If you have old décor, then you should use it. You can once again scour Craigslist for old décor that you’d like in our home as well. 

DIY 

You can actually look for DIY projects as well, and Pinterest is a great place to start looking for ideas. There are many things that you can do, and there are many tutorials out there if you have something in mind. You can look on Pinterest, but you can also scour blogs and YouTube to find what you’re looking for. The best part is that many DIY projects don’t even cost that much money to start.

Thrifting

Garage stores, flea markets, and even thrift stores are a great way to scour for treasures that will help to make your home a little cozier. You’ll be amazed at what you find when you search for second hand items, and many of them are in good enough conditions that you don’t need to do anything. There are other second hand items that you can change, such as paint, whatever color you like so that you give it a new life in your home.

Plants Can Help

You should think green when it comes to decorating. They don’t have to be a chore if you get the right ones, but some do require more maintenance than others. They’ll give your room characteristics, help to ground you, and fill your home with a good scent if you take care of your plants. You can also grow herbs so that you can use it in cooking too! 

Singular Art

If you don’t want to spend too much, getting a large art piece will be enough for most people. It’ll give your room character to be minimal except for that singular art piece. Make sure that the art really fits your style. You don’t have to buy an expensive masterpiece. There are usually art events in most cities, and you can buy online too. 

Keep it Minimal 

Less is more for most people, and if you keep it simple you don’t feel crowded in a tiny home. Too much will just clutter your home, and it’ll make you feel like you’re trapped in a space that’s just too small. When you’re dealing with decoration of a tiny home, you have to be sure that you don’t overdo it. 

Furniture & Appliances

You’ll need some basic things no matter the dimension of your home when you shop for appliances and furniture, there are just items that you can’t do without. Just keep your furniture basic so that you don’t take up more space than you absolutely need. Follow this checklist: 

	Main Furniture: Couch (one that opens to a bed is best), Bed (if your couch isn’t convertible, but you can put this on a loft), Dining table and chairs (only the amount of chairs you need and a small table, a fold out table is usually best)

	Kitchen: Refrigerator, cooking apparatus, microwave (if you choose), dishwasher (not necessary), oven (not necessary), coffee maker (up to you), oven (up to you), countertops with cabinets for storage, and a sink with plumbing, stove/burners 

	Bathroom: Storage (with a built in sink is best), shower/bath (showers are recommended), plumbing, toilet 


Do you want AC? Figure out which of the options below are best for you. 

	Window AC

	Mini-Split Type AC

	Portable Air Conditioner


Do you need a heater? Check out the following and decide what is best for you.

	Mini-split Heater

	Electric Fireplace

	Space Heater

	Wall Heater

	Propane

	Window Unit

	Woodstove


	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Chapter 7: The Cost of a Tiny Home
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If you’ve gotten this far, then you’ve likely determined you still want a tiny home. This means you’re going to be wandering exactly how much a tiny home is going to cost you. There is a large range of prices for buying or building a tiny home. 

Think about Budget

If you’re looking at a budget, you can work with one as low as $10,000. You can usually get it for a little less, but it’ll be a little more generic. If you’re looking for something that only is built using new supplies and is trendier, then it can run over $35,000. This is why it’s essential to decide on your budget before you start planning, and you can work from there. As far as an average goes, it will usually run around $25,000 to build a tiny home. You can build a tiny home that’s about twenty-four feet long and thirteen tall (the usual 8 feet and six inches wide) for $10,000 easily if you are careful. 

You’d be able to include a small refrigerator, double sinks, dishwasher, gas range, pantry, tub and shower combination, bathroom sink, composting toilet, two lofts, and solid stairs in this price. You’d also be using storage systems, a sofa, windows, hardwood flooring and vinyl siding for this price if you’re careful about purchasing your materials. Though, there is a bit of a tossup when you build for cheap, as you’ll spend more time looking for bargains and materials. You’ll need to purchase something right then if you find a deal so that the price doesn’t change later. 

Tips for Building Cheaply

In this section, you’ll find tips on how to build your tiny home as cheap as you can. 

	DIY: Do as much of the work as you can. If you can do all of the work yourself, then you’re going to save significantly in labor cost. If you don’t know about plumbing or electricity, then professional help will be needed. Still, you may be surprised by what you can accomplish if you put your mind towards it. You can even learn valuable skills along the way. You’ll need to take time to do it. Though, there are things to consider. If you take days off to paint your tiny home, you may be losing money from not working. Now, look at how much it’ll cost you to get it professionally painted. If that cost is less than the money you’d be losing for taking time off, then you’ll want to save up the money to pay the professional. 

	Reuse: You already know that you should use second hand materials for the best bang for your buck. Craigslist, as stated before, is a great way to build your Tiny home. The for free section will soon become your best friend. There are many people out there that buy too much material, and so they’re often trying to get the rest just picked up or they’re selling it for an extremely reasonable price. Renovations are becoming popular, so many people are throwing out items like cabinets that are still perfectly functioning. Some people even get new products in the ‘for free’ section of Craigslist. Some companies will simply list leftovers from a project because they have no way to hold onto the extras. Second hand stores such as Goodwill, and as stated before, Habitat for Humanity will become your best friend as well! Don’t give up if you’re having an issue finding things at first. It may take some research to find stores like this in your area. You can find everything from ceiling fans, to roof foam to exterior paint if you go to the right stores. Contractor stores will help you to find new items that have small blemishes if you want something new that’s slightly cheaper. Culled limber at places like Lowe’s and Home Depot is a perfect way to get framing timber for less. Flatbed trailers can be found on Craigslist in order to save cost, but you’ll need to look at everything carefully. 

	Windows: Finding windows first is a great way to make sure that you save money. Trying to fit windows into your frame is more expensive than building a frame around the windows that you already have. Windows are one of the most expensive things you will be buying for your home. 

	Barter: trade and barter if you can, whenever you can. If you have a skill or talent, ask people if they’re willing to make a trade. You can be honest with them about being on a tight budget, and there are many people that will find your project fascinating and want to help you. 
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Chapter 8: Material Breakdown
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Building a tiny home takes a large amount of materials. To really get started, you need to understand what those materials are. This will help you if you plan to build your own tiny home instead of paying someone else to do it. However, it can also help if you’re hiring a professional so you can make sure you’re getting the exact materials that you want. 

Trailer?

Decide if you want a trailer, and then realize that if you do this is your foundation. A majority of your budget is going to be sunk into a trailer, and building one is possible. Still, most normal trailers will work. For this, you really need to just shop around.

Jack Stands

These are meant to keep your home level while you’re building it as well as when you’re living in it. You can get a scissor jack as well, but jack stands are one of the more popular methods to make a foundation on. It will help you to get everything started, and it makes the leveling process that much easier. 

Wood

Wood is important, but there are actually different types of wood. You can choose dimensional lumber which comes into pre-defined sizes. It’s great for building applications, and one example is a 2x4. Just keep in mind that it’s the nominal size not the actual size. A 2x4 is actually 1.5”x3.5”. Plywood is a sheet which is sold in four foot by eight foot sheets, and the thickness is where it varies. This is oftener called sheathing, and it will add strength to your home. Though, there is a cheaper alternative to plywood as well. You can get oriented strand board (OSB), but it’s heavier and a little less durable. If you’re looking for less repairs, it’s best to stick to plywood. 

Siding & Trim

Exterior siding is the outermost layer of your tiny home, and its resistant tow alter when you get a good one. Cedar and cypress are the most common good that is used for siding for this reason. Interior siding is the inner most layer of your tiny house. Usually you can use sheet paneling or slat paneling, and both are durable and lightweight. Drywall is common in a conventional home, but most people do not use drywall when building a tiny home. It’s not nearly as durable, and it’s extremely heavy. You can see drywall in a static tiny home, but it’s certainly not recommended when it comes to mobile tiny home designs. 

Insulation

You’ll have a few insulation options as well.one of the most common is Styrofoam boards, also called XPS boards or polystyrene boards. This is great to insulate the floor, but some people do use it to insulate your roof cavities and walls. Spray foam is another option, and you can buy it by the can. It will fill cracks, especially around doors, windows and fenders. There are different varieties, and they’re based on the amount that it will expand. 

You should use the minimally expansive ones for doors and windows to avoid bending your jambs. You’ll need more spray foam if you plan to use Styrofoam boards for interior insulation. Another insulation option is house wrap and tape. Just keep in mind not every house wrap is the same as the next, so make sure to shop around and get quality materials. A special tape will be required if you’re using house wrap in order to seal the seams.

Roofing

Every house will need a roof, and tiny homes are no different. You can get metal roofing, but keep in mind that there isn’t a lot of options. The options go down if you’re looking for a tiny home that can go mobile because your house will be subjected to wind while moving around. Metal roofing can withstand these winds for the most part, but you usually won’t find it at a local hardware store. 

The complexity of your roof and how much you will need will depend on your tiny home design. Tar paper is another option. Though, this is usually used for an under layer of your roof. Rain and Ice shield is another option, and it’s very similar to tar paper. Though, this is more durable and it is backed by an adhesive making it easy to put on. It has a higher cost, but since it’s more durable it’s usually worth it. 

Hardware

Of course, wood and roofing isn’t where it ends. You’ll need exterior screws to attach your sheathing, and they’re easier to use than nails and framing for most people. Metal screws are also an option. They are used to help secure metal roofing, and they usually have a butyl backed washer, helping to make sure that they’re weather tight. They’re also self-tapping; this will mean they’ll drill a hole without you needing to pre-drill it. Strapping nails will be needed also, and they’re heavy duty. They help to make sure that strapping it securely attached. 

Washers, nuts and bolts will be needed to attach your subfloor to your trailer too. Don’t forget your exterior nails which will attach exterior siding, and spiral shank exterior nails are recommended. Simplex nails or Plasticap nails are also recommended and they have a flat, large plastic head. They attach thin items that are less durable, and this can be your tar paper or your house wrap. 

You’ll even be using staples to attach metal valley flashing to your trailer, and this will be before you construct your subfloor. Thankfully, these don’t have to be too strong. Brads are small nails which you’ll be using, and they have an extremely small head. They are often used as a finishing product, and it’ll keep your nails from being too obvious. You’ll likely use brads when it comes to interior siding. Finishing nails can be used as well, but they’re a bit thicker and longer than a brad. Door hardware will be needed for interior doors and exterior doors too, but you’ll have many options here. 

Flashing & Strapping 

Hurricane straps are one of the most common strappings used for building tiny homes. They are designed to reinforce linkage between walls and rafters. They will keep your roof from being susceptible to failure in high winds. Straight straps can be use as well, and they will reinforce a large amount of your home. Often, you’ll use them to cross over your ridge board helping to attach rafters. This will keep your roof from spreading. 

H-Clips will also be needed, and you can use them on roof sheathing on your horizontal seams. The two sheets will be essentially attached together, and they’ll force a spacing which will help with contracting and expanding boards. Nail plates are another necessity, and you’ll attach them to studs where plumbing and wires go. They’ll keep them from being pierced by nails or brads on accident. 

You’ll usually find nail plates at your store in the same section as strapping. Flashing will also be needed to keep water out. You can use Z flashing which is used below and above windows as well as door trim. Three inch roof edge flashing is also a good idea, especially to cover fenders, and you can use roll valley flashing to help protect the bottom of your subfloor too. 

Millwork 

Exterior doors are in this category, and you can get them made from fiberglass, wood or steel. You should be careful when you’re trying to pick plan if they require a custom size or narrower door frame, since it’ll be hard to get appliances out of your house. It’ll also make it hard to find a door that fits within a budget. Interior doors are needed as well, but they don’t have to be nearly as durable as an exterior door. 

Sliding doors are recommended for interior doors when it comes to tiny homes to help open up the space. Windows will be needed too, and there are various materials and costs for windows. We’ve briefly discussed windows previously, but you’ll need to find windows that fit your needs before you start construction for the best results. Shims are also needed, and these are tapered wood pieces. They are used when installing doors and windows. 

Electrical

This part is where most people hire out, but you can do electrical yourself. You’ll need wire, which sheathed wire is what you’ll be looking for. This will provide power to lights and various outlets, and you’re most likely to run them through your walls. Breakers and electrical panels will be needed as well, but don’t forget your outlet boxes either. These are nailed directly to the stud, and they’ll hold your outlets and switches. You’d need to pick a side depending on how much you plan to plug up in the area. 

Outlets and switches will be required, and getting a contractor pack is best since it’ll give you what you need to start. You can then buy more from there, which will help to save costs. Don’t forget your switch plates, which will cover your outlet boxes. Lighting is your next step, and you’ll likely need a fan and light combo in your bathroom. You’ll need a light over your shower most of the time, and lighting under your loft can help too. 

Exterior lighting is optional, but most people want at least one light to help light up the outside of their home no matter if they’re building a static tiny home or a mobile one. For electrical work, you’ll need wire staples which are heavy duty. You’ll need to install these with a hammer, and they’ll hold your wires against your studs. Telephone wires, network and cable is next, and that will be additional electrical work. 
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Plumbing
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We’ve briefly talked about plumbing before, and before you start buying your plumbing you need to think of the material you want. This will be your supply plumbing, but don’t forget fittings if they’re needed. You’ll need enough for drain plumbing as well, and PVC pipe is recommended. Fiberglass showers are recommended since they’re cheap and easy, and you can usually install them quickly and it comes in a kit. When it comes to plumbing, you’ll need to pick out kitchen sink faucets, bathroom sink faucets and shower faucets too. You already know your toilet and water heater options. 
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Flooring
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Flooring is another necessity that you need to start thinking about. Hardwood flooring is the most expensive option, but it’s also the most popular when it comes to tiny homes. They range in price, and depending on the type of hardwood flooring will depend on how you install it. Tile is another popular choice, especially in bathrooms because it’s water resistant. However, it can get heavy and grout cracks over time, especially with mobile tiny homes. Vinyl tile is durable, lightweight and easy to install.  
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Chapter 9: Tiny Home FAQ
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If you’re looking to start your project, it’s only natural that you have tons of questions. Even with this guide, there are still probably a few on your mind. This section is dedicated to helping answer some of the most frequently asked questions about tiny house living. 
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Is it really for everyone?
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You may be wondering if tiny house living is for everyone or not, and the simple answer is no. Everyone can certainly live in a tiny home, but not everyone will be comfortable in one. Are you able to share less than 400 square feet with another person? You can make it bigger, but really you should be able to share a tight space if tiny house living is for you. Do you feel like you’d get claustrophobic easily? If so, this might not be for you either. Can you store things properly? 

If you aren’t good at being organized, it can be hard to adjust to a tiny home which requires organization. Are you materialistic? Being a minimalist is essential to living in a tiny home due to the limited space. There are still other things that you should take into account as well when trying to decide if a tiny home is for you. Are you able to put your bed away every single day? Are you able to do the dishes every day? There is a lot of maintenance as far as house cleaning, and you can’t be a slacker and have an open and comfortable tiny home experience. 
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Is solar power the best option?
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This is universally recognized as one of the best power options for a tiny home because it generates natural power. You’re ahead of the game when you don’t need an electrical hookup, and you’ll be spending less overall which make it a great place to start. Even if you have to start with propane tanks, you may want to switch to solar power later on. 
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What are some common mistakes?
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There are some mistakes that can easily be made. You may not think about eliminating enough items. You may not think about storage enough at first and have to correct it later, and if you’re trying to build it yourself you may not take your size constraints into proper consideration. These can all be avoided with proper planning. 
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Should I use a staircase or ladder?
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If you’re planning on putting a second floor in your tiny home, which many people decide on, this is a big question. You have to be able to get to that floor easily and comfortably. The most common way to do that is using either a staircase or a ladder, depending on the person. Ladders are great because you can place them right against the wall. They can hide easily when to in use, and they take up a lot less space than stairs. Staircases, though, are much more normal and for many people they’re easier to use. You can even utilize the space underneath the staircase as we’ve discussed before. Deciding between a ladder and a staircase is the same as determine between storage space and floor space, and that decision is completely up to the person. 
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Where should I build a static tiny home? 
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There are many expert builders out there that specialize in building tiny homes. Still, most engineers can do it. You usually don’t have to leave your city to get a builder, but if you want you can go to a tiny home community and find someone that’s built many of them if that makes you feel more comfortable. 
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What type of roof should I have?
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There are a few reasons to choose a flat roof, and one of the biggest ones is so that they can create something on the top of the roof such as a deck or garden. However, you’ll find that you can have leaks more often in a flat roof. This is because a flat roof is much harder to seal. A flat roof can also offer a bedroom nook, office, or lighting. Sloped roofs will make your tiny house look larger, though. The decision is ultimately yours. 
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Can I recycle my water? 

[image: image]


There are ways that you can reuse water, which can be important if you want to build a mobile tiny home. though, to do this you’d need a filtration system which would be a more expensive graywater system than most people invest in. you would need to add chemicals so that your water goes through a cleaning process, but it is still possible to reuse water if that’s important to you. 
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How do I find tiny home communities? 
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Research is the best way to find communities, and the amount of communities available to you will depend on where you’re located. Luckily, the internet makes research a little easier. There are mostly communities in Lyons, Colorado, Boulder, Colorado, and Portland, Oregon. There are many RV locations that allow for tiny homes as well. Tiny homes are becoming more popular, but it can still be hard to find a community. There are smaller communities in other places, and you really should check social media. Of course you could always buy a piece of land, but do research first, to determine if off-grid living is even allowed at all. Some states like California and New York are extremely regulated to states such as Tennessee which have areas with much relaxed regulations.  Do your research at state level, then county or city level.
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Is it possible to have a TV?
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Yes, you can physically have a TV. Though, unless you have cable hookups or invest in satellite a TV is not possible. Though, you can get DIRECTV or Dish, and you’ll want to try and compare prices. Always shop around before you make a decision. 
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Is it possible to have internet? 
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This is the same problem as a TV. You can have it but it will be difficult to do so. You’d need to make a mobile hot spot if you’re using a mobile tiny home. Your phone company usually will offer a mobile hotspot option, and that will help you to reduce the costs. You’d just need to tap into various satellites depending on where you are in the country. Just always remember that weather will determine how good of a connection you’ll have. Again, you may want to go through your mobile phone company since they are now starting to offer affordable options. Of course you can also get a nice collection of DVDs to watch or a digital media player such as a tablet, or laptop, to download content when you are in town at a WIFI hotspot, to watch later at your tiny home.
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Where can I park a mobile tiny home? 
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Open road laws will help with parking your mobile tiny home. You can boondock, which is an option, and it means you can park on any ‘fee land’, which is usually national park land. If it doesn’t have a ‘do not trespass’ sign you can actually park there. You can even park on family and friends’ land if they allow for it. There are tiny house communities, campgrounds and RV locations that you can park at now too. Each truck stop is different, so do some research ahead of time, and make sure that you have places that you can park overnight. There will be some places that are free and some places that you’ll need to pay for. 
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Are the advantages worth it? 
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This question is too subjective to get a real answer on. You’ll need to figure out what you want from life to see if the advantages of a tiny home really speak to you. If you prefer having more material items and a static home, then maybe it’s best to go with a normal home. If you have a steady, well-paying job where financials aren’t going to be an issue, a normal home is more of an option too. It’s best to make a pros and cons list that is personal to you in order to determine the answer to this question. 
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Is it possible to have a microwave?
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Just because you’re living in a tiny home, doesn’t mean you have to go back to the stone ages. Not everyone has time to cook large meals, and this is where a microwave comes in handy. You can actually have a microwave in your tiny home, but there are a few things you need to consider. If you’re going to use a microwave, will you really need a stove? Not everyone needs one, but the majority of people still use one. That doesn’t mean you need an oven though. You can also use a burner. If you still feel a microwave is important to you, try to get the smallest microwave you can find that will fit into your home, and remember to fix it to the wall to utilize vertical building space. 
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What about a PO Box? 
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If you’re going to use a stationary tiny home, then there is no need for a PO Box. If you’re going to make a mobile tiny home, then you will need some place to get your mail. This will help to make sure that your mail is delivered where you can stop, and if you want to go off the grid a PO Box is great! A “mail receiving service” can offer more flexibility in that you can receive packages from couriers as well as the postal service. There are now also “online mailboxes” where you can deliver your mail to the service provider, where they scan the front of the envelope. You then view this data on your computer and can select them to “open and scan the contents”, “forward” or “shred” right from your computer. There are other people that just have their mail and packages delivered to a friend or family member that they trust if that option works better for them. 
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Will my pipes freeze in winter?
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This is a question that a lot of people ask themselves when they’re building a tiny home, and the best way to keep pipes from freezing is by putting them in the floor. You should add in some insulation, and you can keep them on an inside wall as well. If you absolutely have to put any pipes on the outside wall, consider wrapping them with insulation. You should leave cabinets doors open in cool temperatures, which will allow heat to reach the pipes. 
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Is it best to hire professionals?
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This is another question that is completely subjective. If you have enough experience, then it may be a perfectly fine option for you to be able to do the work yourself. It all depends on the experience that you have, and it also depends on your knowledge of zoning laws and even engineering concepts. 
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Chapter 10: Looking for Designs
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You already know that you can scour the internet for tiny house designs that will help you to build your dream home, but in this section you’ll find some links that will get you started. Remember that you can take on a tiny home as a DIY project or find someone at a local college to help. There’s no shame in getting help even after you get a design that you like. 

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Check Out Morning Chores

[image: image]


At: http://morningchores.com/tiny-house-plans, you will find plans to twenty house designs that can get you started. This article will start you with extremely small, stationary tiny homes that are perfect for one or two people. Of course, it also provides you with some free designs on mobile tiny homes as well. this article even has fun, crazy names for what your tiny homes should be called, but as long as you’re calling them ‘home’ that’s all that matters to us!
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Buy from House Plans
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At: https://www.houseplans.com/collection/tiny-house-plans-and-micro-cottages, you’ll find great plans for static tiny homes. They usually cost you from $400-$1000 depending on the design. You’ll want to check them out for ideas if nothing else, but it can sometimes be cheaper to buy your plan. It’ll tell you exactly what you need, and it can save you architectural costs. You’ll also know that it’s completely up to code as far as dimensions are concerned. You can sort by price range, architectural style and dimensions to make sure that you are buying a plan you’re actually happy with. If you see something that you like but still want some changes too, then you can choose the highest price and get a CAD set that a design professional can help you to tweak later. 
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Using the Tiny Life
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Go to: http://thetinylife.com/tiny-house-plans/. On this website, it’ll explain that they’re offering you house plans and not a buying guide. It even has a recommended section to tell you which plans you should look at for the number of people you’re looking for. It has a budget section too! Sadly, you do have to purchase them. 
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Free at the Balance
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https://www.thebalance.com/free-tiny-house-plans-1357142

If you’re still looking for free plans, you’ll find seven of them here. Sadly, this isn’t the greatest list if you’re looking for mobile tiny homes. Though, most of these homes can be converted if you know what you’re doing. Just make sure that you’re aware of weight limits when you try to convert them. It’s essential that you don’t overload your trailer. Each tiny home plan comes with a description, so make sure that you pick one that you think really fits your personality and style. If you’re single, try out the Small House which is literally a 12x12 and perfect for someone who just wants to live life and have a place to crash without paying rent. 
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Tiny House Design’s Free Plans
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http://www.tinyhousedesign.com/free-plans/

Here you will find great tiny house designs that actually include solar power so you won’t be scratching your head trying to figure out how to include solar powers in your house designs. The plans here aren’t really good for anyone that has a significant other or children, since the smallest on the list is a 5x8. The largest design is an 8x20. If you can make those dimensions work for you, then you’ll find this website extremely helpful. Though, some people do choose a tiny home so that they have something similar to a studio apartment to keep them off the streets while they try to explore what life has to offer them. 
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Check these Blueprints
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https://knowledgeweighsnothing.com/7-free-tiny-house-full-build-plans-to-download-print/

Knowledge Weighs Nothing has offered a list of eight free tiny house plans. They’re free to download and print out, which is perfect for someone who wants a tiny home as a DIY project. There are seven free house plans available on this list, but there is an eight one at the top. Sadly, you’ll need to sign up for their newsletter if you want to get it. The floor plans are in PDF, and they’re your basic plans. Some are great for static tiny homes, but they offer a few that are great for someone who wants to travel with their tiny house too. There is even a solar house plan, making this list even better! One of the plans actually allows you to build a hot tub onto your mobile tiny home, which is definitely worth checking out. 

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Curbly’s Free Designs
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http://www.curbly.com/free-tiny-house-plans

Here you’ll find eleven downloadable designs to get you started, and they’re all free. The designs may be a little old since it was written in 2015, but that doesn’t mean that you can’t like the downloadable designs that they offer. Sadly, you might find that it has one or two overlapping designs as some of the other lists on here, but there’s still enough unique designs to check it out. 
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Artisan Tiny Homes
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http://artisantinyhouse.com/

These are labeled as affordable, and you can find them on the website. They even offer you a free catalog to get you started. If you’re seriously entertaining the idea of buying from this seller, then the catalog is recommended. Some people find navigating the website to be a little more difficult then flipping through the catalogue to pick out what they desire. 
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Chapter 11: Tiny House Kits
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Maybe you’re completely in love with the idea of your own tiny home, but that doesn’t mean you feel you can really afford to tackle the project. You may worry that you don’t have the skills too, but don’t worry. There are tiny house kits available, and they’re reasonably priced for what you’re getting. 
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Jamaica Cottage Shop
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http://jamaicacottageshop.com/

Here you’ll find DIY tiny homes that you simply can’t mess up. Each kit will give you everything that you need to build your tiny home, but it will have an unfinished interior. Just keep in mind that plumbing, electrical packages and insulation will cost more. You can also buy interior options and flooring. Each item will have fastening hardware, and everything is clearly labeled and color coded. It’s almost impossible to mess this up, and all you need is beginner level carpentry skills. It should take you less than two days to build a tiny home of your dreams. Technical support is, of course, available. Just make sure that you’re looking for something in your price range. You can find them for under $10,000 or up to $60,000. 
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Check Tiny Heirloom
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This is one of the most well-known makers of tiny homes, and you’ll find everything that you need to build a tiny house of your dreams here. Some of the kits are quite luxurious, so you won’t be pining for anything. They even have financing options available, but this may put a stopper in your financial freedom. Start here, and you’ll get your DIY shell starting at $15,000. The luxury that this store has to offer is one of the reasons that you’ll find it’s one of the more expensive ones too. 
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Nifty Homestead
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http://www.tinyheirloom.com/the-perfect-start-kit/

Here you’ll find kits that are affordable and simplify the process. They’ve cherry picked through different stores to show you the prices of a few popular tiny homes that you can pick from. You’ll get a quick and easy guide on what each and every tiny home kit includes, so it can save you a lot of trouble looking through this list.  It even supplies you with a list of tiny house trailers that will fit your needs and their prices if you want to tea your tiny home kits mobile. 
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Check Listings
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If you’re looking to buy a tiny home that is already built, you might want to check some listings. A good resource is www.TinyHouseListings.com, and it’ll show you what tiny homes that are prebuilt are for sale around you. You can then find a tiny home that you don’t need to put any work into, and it’ll be just right. You may need to remodel a few things, but that’s completely up to you. Just make sure that the price you’re paying reflects the condition of the tiny home you’ll be purchasing. It’s no different than buying a used RV.  
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Conclusion
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Now you know everything you need to in order to get your tiny home started. Join the tiny home movement and find your financial freedom, and build something that you can call your own. Everyone needs some place to call home, but with this economy that is getting more and more difficult. Tiny homes are the answer if you’re willing to explore them as a solution. Good luck in building your tiny home! 

Carson Wyatt,

www.FunHappyLives.com
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        Beekeeping for Beginner's Guide: Backyard Honey Bee Basics
Do you want to help save the bees and build your own colony?
Do you want a way to collect your own honey?
Do you have an interest in becoming a beekeeper?
Then Beekeeping for Beginner's Guide: Backyard Honey Bee Basics by Bo Tucker is the book for you!
In this book you'll learn everything you need to know to start your beekeeping journey. You'll learn about bees, how they work, how honey is made, what you need to get started, and even how to keep your bees healthy. This book takes you through frequently asked questions, the most common beekeeping mistakes, and even the most common illnesses that could affect your colony and some preventative measures you can take to keep them at bay. Beekeeping doesn't have to difficult, and it can be quite rewarding. You'll get more than just honey and satisfaction for helping bee conservation efforts. You'll be able to sell your honey, create products, and even collect and use your all natural beeswax.
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