

[image: ]




[image: ]


    Images of the Islands

1. Welcome to United States Virgin Islands

2. Maps

3. United States Virgin Islands Planner

4. United States Virgin Islands Beaches

5. St. Thomas

6. St. John

7. St. Croix

Copyright


        
            [image: ]
            [image: ]
            [image: ]
            [image: ]
            [image: ]
            [image: ]
            [image: ]
        

        
            [image: ]
        

        
            [image: ]
        

        
            [image: ]
        

        
            [image: ]
        

        
            [image: ]
        

        
            [image: ]
        

        
            [image: ]
        

    
        
            [image: ]
        

        
            WELCOME TO UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS
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            The U.S. Virgin Islands—St. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix—may fly the American flag, but “America’s Paradise” is in reality a delightful mix of the foreign and familiar that offers something for everyone to enjoy. The history, beautiful beaches, myriad activities, good food, and no-passport-required status make the Virgin Islands an inviting beach destination for many Americans.
        

        
            With three islands to choose from, you’re likely to find your piece of paradise. Check into a beachfront condo on the east end of St. Thomas; then eat burgers and watch football at a beachfront bar and grill. Or stay at an 18th-century plantation greathouse on St. Croix, dine on everything from local food to Continental cuisine, and go horseback riding at sunrise. Rent a tent or a cottage in the pristine national park on St. John; then take a hike, kayak off the coast, read a book, or just listen to the sounds of the forest. Or dive deep into “island time” and learn the art of limin’ (hanging out, Caribbean-style) on all three islands.
        

        
            History books give credit to Christopher Columbus for “discovering” the New World. In reality, the Virgin Islands, like the rest of the isles in the Caribbean chain, were populated as long ago as 2000 
            bc
             by nomadic waves of seagoing settlers as they migrated north from South America and eastward from Central America and the Yucatán Peninsula.
        

        
            Columbus met the descendants of these original inhabitants during his second voyage to the New World, in 1493. He anchored in Salt River, a natural bay west of what is now Christiansted, St. Croix, and sent his men ashore in search of fresh water. Hostile arrows rather than welcoming embraces made for a quick retreat. In haste, Columbus named the island Santa Cruz (Holy Cross) and sailed north. He eventually claimed St. John, St. Thomas, and what are now the British Virgin Islands for Spain and at the same time named this shapely silhouette of 60-some islands Las Once Mil Virgenes, for the 11,000 legendary virgin followers of St. Ursula. Columbus believed the islands barren of priceless spices, so he sailed off, leaving more than a century’s gap in time before the next Europeans arrived.
        

        
            Pioneers, planters, and pirates from throughout Europe ushered in the era of colonization. Great Britain and the Netherlands claimed St. Croix in 1625. This peaceful coexistence ended abruptly when the Dutch governor killed his English counterpart, thus launching years of battles for possession that would see seven flags fly over this southernmost Virgin isle. Meanwhile, St. Thomas’s sheltered harbor proved a magnet for pirates such as Blackbeard and Bluebeard. The Danes first colonized the island in 1666, naming their main settlement Taphus for its many beer halls. In 1691 the town received the more respectable name of Charlotte Amalie in honor of Danish king Christian V’s wife. It wasn’t until 1718 that a small group of Dutch planters raised their country’s flag on St. John. As on its sibling Virgins, a plantation economy soon developed.
        

        
            Plantations depended on slave labor, and the Virgin Islands played a key role in the triangular route that connected the Caribbean, Africa, and Europe in the trade of sugar, rum, and human cargo. By the early 1800s a sharp decline in cane prices because of competing beet sugar and an increasing number of slave revolts motivated Governor General Peter von Scholten to abolish slavery in the Danish colonies on July 3, 1848. This holiday is now celebrated as Emancipation Day.
        

        
            After emancipation, the island’s economy slumped. Islanders owed their existence to subsistence farming and fishing. Meanwhile, during the American Civil War, the Union began negotiations with Denmark for the purchase of the Virgin Islands in order to establish a naval base. However, the sale didn’t happen until World War I, when President Theodore Roosevelt paid the Danes $25 million for the three largest islands; an elaborate Transfer Day ceremony was held on the grounds of St. Thomas’s Legislature Building on March 31, 1917. A decade later, Virgin Islanders were granted U.S. citizenship. Today the U.S. Virgin Islands is an unincorporated territory, meaning that citizens govern themselves and vote for their own governors, but cannot vote for president or congressional representation.
        

        
            Nowadays, Virgin Islanders hail from more than 60 nations. Descendants of African slaves are the largest segment of the population, so it’s not surprising that they also provide the largest percentage of workers and owners of restaurants, resorts, and shops. The Danish influence is still strong in architecture and street names. Americana is everywhere, too, most notably in recognizable fast-food chains, familiar shows on cable TV, and name-brand hotels. Between this diversity and the wealth that tourism brings, Virgin Islanders struggle to preserve their culture. Their rich, spicy West Indian–African heritage comes to full bloom at Carnival time, when celebrating and playing 
            mas
             (with abandon) take precedence over everything else.
        

        
            Although the idyllic images of a tropical isle are definitely here, there’s evidence, too, of growing pains. Traffic jams are common, a clandestine drug trade fuels crime, and—particularly on St. Thomas—there are few beaches left that aren’t fronted by a high-rise hotel. Despite fairly heavy development, wildlife has found refuge here. The brown pelican is on the endangered list worldwide but is a common sight in the USVI. The endangered native boa tree is protected, as is the hawksbill turtle, whose females lumber onto the beaches to lay eggs.
        

        
            TOP ATTRACTIONS
        

        
            St. Thomas is one of the Caribbean’s major sailing centers.
        

        
            Two-thirds of St. John is a national park that is crisscrossed by excellent hiking trails.
        

        
            Though Magens Bay on St. Thomas and Trunk Bay on St. John are two of the most perfect beaches you’ll ever find, St. Croix’s West End beaches are fetching in their own way.
        

        
            Shopping on both St. Thomas and St. Croix is stellar.
        

        
            St. Thomas is one of the best places to catch Atlantic blue marlin between the months of June and October.
        

        
            GETTING ORIENTED
        

        
            About 1,000 mi (1,600 km) from the southern tip of Florida, the U.S. Virgin Islands were acquired from Denmark in 1917. St. Croix, at 84 square mi (218 square km), is the largest of the islands; St. John, at 20 square mi (52 square km), is the smallest. Together, they have a population of around 110,000, half of whom live on St. Thomas.
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            Restaurants
        

        
            3 Cuzzin’s Caribbean Restaurant & Bar | 5 Banana Tree Grille | 6 Greenhouse | 7 Glady’s Cafe | 8 Virgilio’s | 9 Hervé

        
            Hotels
        

        
            1 Winward Passage | 2 Villa Santana | 4 The Green Iguana | 10 Hotel 1829

        
            [image: ]
            Previous Map | Next Map | Contents

            [image: ]
        

        
            Restaurants
        

        
            1 Rum Runners | 3 Savant | 4 Café Christine | 5 Kendricks | 6 Avacado Pitt | 7 Restaurant Bacchus | 8 Elizabeth’s at H2O | 9 Salud Bistro | 10 Tutto Bene | 11 The Deep End | 12 The Galleon

        
            Hotels
        

        
            1 King Christian | 2 Hotel Caravelle | 3 Hotel on the Cay | 4 Carringtons Inn | 5 The Buccaneer | 6 Tamarind Reef Hotel | 7 Chenay Bay Beach Resort | 8 Villa Madeleine | 9 Divi Carina Bay Resort | 10 Club St. Croix

        
            Beaches
        

        
            Buck Island
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            Restaurants
        

        
            13 Breezez | 14 Off the Wall | 15 Sunset Grill | 16 Le St. Tropez | 17 Blue Moon | 18 Turtles Deli

        
            Hotels
        

        
            11 Sugar Beach | 12 Colony Cove | 13 Hibiscus Beach Hotel | 14 Villa Margarita | 15 Villa Greenleaf | 16 Cane Bay Reef Club | 17 Waves at Cane Bay | 18 Carambola Beach Resort | 19 Mount Victory Camp | 20 Sandcastle on the Beach

        
            Beaches
        

        
            West End Beaches
        

        
            [image: ]
            Previous Map | Next Map | Contents

            [image: ]
        

        
            Restaurants
        

        
            9 Sweet Plantins | 10 Chateau Bordeaux | 11 Skinny Legs Bar & Restaurant | 12 Donkey Diner | 13 Miss Lucy’s Restaurant | 14 Vie’s Snack Shack

        
            Hotels
        

        
            11 Estate Zootenvaal
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            Restaurants
        

        
            1 Café Roma | 2 Zozo’s Ristorante | 3 Fish Trap | 4 Deli Grotto | 5 Stone Terrace Restaurant | 6 Asolare | 7 Chilly Billy’s | 8 La Plancha del Mar

        
            Hotels
        

        
            1 Gallows Point Resort | 2 Estate Lindholm | 3 Serendip | 4 Westin St. John Resort | 5 Garden by the Sea Bed & Breakfast  | 6 Coconut Coast Villas | 7 Caneel Bay Resort | 8 Cinnamon Bay Campground | 9 Maho Bay Camps | 10 Harmony Studios

        
            Beaches
        

        
            Trunk Bay | Cinnamon Bay | Hawksnest Bay
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            Restaurants
        

        
            1 Randy’s | 2 Havana Blue | 3 Blue Moon Cafe | 4 Duffy’s Love Shack | 5 Molly Molone’s | 6 Caribbean Saloon | 7 Agave Terrace | 8 Romanos | 9 Old Stone Farmhouse

        
            Hotels
        

        
            2 Marriott Frenchman’s Reef & Morning Star Beach | 3 Bolongo Bay | 4 Secret Harbour | 5 The Anchorage | 6 Caribbean Style | 7 Ritz-Carlton | 8 Sapphire Beach Resort | 9 Sapphire Village | 10 Wyndham Sugar Bay | 11 Point Pleasant Resort

        
            Beaches
        

        
            Magens Bay | Coki Beach | Morningstar Beach | Sapphire Beach
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            Restaurants
        

        
            10 Hook, Line & Sinker | 11 Craig & Sally’s | 12 Tickle’s

        
            Hotels
        

        
            1 Island View Guesthouse | 12 Best Western Emerald Beach

   
   
            Beaches
        

        
            Brewer's Beach
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            UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS PLANNER
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            DRIVING TIPS
        

        
            Throughout the USVI, driving is on the left, British-style, but cars have steering wheels on the left. The law requires that 
            everyone
             wears a seat belt.
        

        
            On St. Thomas traffic can get pretty bad, especially in Charlotte Amalie at rush hour (7 to 9 and 4:30 to 6). Cars often line up bumper to bumper along the waterfront. If you need to get from an East End resort to the airport during these times, find the alternate route (starting from the East End, Route 38 to 42 to 40 to 33) that goes up the mountain and then drops you back onto Veterans Highway. Be sure to pick up the latest edition of “
            Road Map St. Thomas–St. John,
            ” which includes the route numbers 
            and
             the names of the roads that are used by locals. It’s available anywhere you find maps and guidebooks.
        

        
            The terrain in St. John is very hilly and blind curves are numerous. Major roads are well paved, but once you get off a specific route, dirt roads with potholes are common. For such driving, a four-wheel-drive vehicle is your best bet. Be aware that you can’t bring all rental cars over to St. John from St. Thomas. Even more important, the barge service is very busy, so you can’t always get a space.
        

        
            GETTING TO THE USVI
        

        
            Hassle Factor:
             Low to high, depending on your flight schedule.
        

        
            Nonstops: 
            Fly nonstop to St. Thomas from Atlanta (Delta), Boston (US Airways), Charlotte (US Airways), Detroit (Northwest), Fort Lauderdale (Spirit), Miami (American), New York–JFK (American), New York–Newark (Continental), Philadelphia (US Airways), or Washington, D.C.–Dulles (United). Fly nonstop to St. Croix from Atlanta (Delta) or Miami (American).
        

        Airports: It’s fairly easy to reach St. Thomas’s Cyril E. King Airport (STT | 340/774–5100) on the west end of the island. St. Croix’s Henry Rohlsen Airport (STX | 340/778–1012) sits outside Frederiksted, 45 minutes away. If you can’t fly nonstop to either island, then you can connect in San Juan. You can also take a seaplane between St. Thomas and St. Croix. The only option for St. John is a ferry from either Red Hook or Charlotte Amalie in St. Thomas. Both Caneel Bay and the Westin have private ferries.

        Airlines: American Airlines/American Eagle (800/433–7300 | www.aa.com). Continental Airlines (800/231–0856  | www.continental.com). Delta Airlines (800/221–1212  | www.delta.com). JetBlue (800/538–2583 | www.jetblue.com). Northwest Airlines (800/225–2525 | www.nwa.com). Seaborne (340/773–6442 | www.seaborneairlines.com). Spirit Airlines (800/772–7117  | www.spiritair.com). United Airlines
                (800/864–8331  | www.united.com). US Airways (800/622–1015  | www.usairways.com).

        
            Ferries:
             There’s frequent service between St. Thomas and St. John and their neighbors, the BVI. A valid passport is required to travel between the USVI and BVI, even by private boat or ferry. Schedules change regularly. Check with the ferry companies for the current schedules. The 
            Virgin Islands Vacation Guide & Community
             (www.vinow.com) publishes current ferry schedules on its Web site.
        

        
            There’s frequent daily service from both Red Hook and Charlotte Amalie to Cruz Bay. About every hour, there’s a car ferry; you should arrive at least 25 minutes before departure.
        

        There’s daily service between Charlotte Amalie or Red Hook, on St. Thomas, and West End or Road Town, Tortola, BVI, by Native Son (340/774–8685 in St. Thomas, 284/495–4617 in Tortola | www.nativesonferry.com). Smith’s Ferry also operates daily service between these islands.

        
            From Red Hook and Cruz Bay, 
            Inter-Island Boat Service 
            (340/776–6597 in St. John, 284/495–4166 in Tortola) operates on Thursday and Sunday for $45 round-trip. 
            Speedy’s
             offers service on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday.
        

        On Friday, Saturday, and Sunday a ferry operates between Red Hook, Cruz Bay, and Jost Van Dyke. A ferry run by V.I. SeaTrans (340/776–5494 | www.goviseatrans.com) connects St. Thomas and St. Croix Friday through Monday. 

        
            GETTING AROUND THE USVI
        

        
            Car Rentals in St. Thomas:
            Avis, Budget, and Hertz all have counters at Cyril E. King Airport. 
            Avis
             (340/774–1468) is at the Marriott Frenchman’s Reef, Havensight Mall, and Seaborne Airlines terminal on the Charlotte Amalie waterfront. 
            Budget
             (340/776–5774) has branches at the Sapphire Beach Resort & Marina and at the Havensight Mall.
            Cowpet Rent-a-Car
             (340/775–7376) is on the east end of the island. 
            Dependable Car Rental
             (340/774–2253 or 800/522–3076) offers pickups and drop-offs at the airport and to and from major hotels. 
            Discount
             (340/776–4858) has a location at Bluebeard’s Castle hotel. 
        

        Car Rentals in St. John:
            All the car-rental companies in St. John are locally owned. Most companies are just a short walk from the ferry dock. Those a bit farther away will pick you up. Best (340/693–8177). Cool Breeze (340/776–6588 | www.coolbreezecarrental.com). Courtesy (340/776–6650 | www.courtesycarrental.com). Delbert Hill Taxi & Jeep Rental Service (340/776–6637). Denzil Clyne (340/776–6715). O’Connor Car Rental (340/776–6343 | www.oconnorcarrental.com). St. John Car Rental (340/776–6103 | www.stjohncarrental.com). Spencer’s Jeep (340/693–8784 or 888/776–6628).

        Car Rentals in St. Croix: Atlas (340/718–2886 or 800/426–6009) is outside Christiansted but provides pickups at hotels. Avis (340/778–9355 ) is at Henry Rohlsen Airport and at the seaplane ramp in Christiansted. Budget (340/778–9636) has branches at the airport, in the King Christian Hotel in Christiansted, and at the Renaissance Carambola Beach Resort. Judi of Croix (340/773–2123 or 877/903–2123 | www.judiofcroix.com) delivers vehicles to your hotel. Midwest (340/772–0438 or 877/772–0438 | www.midwestautorental.com) is outside Frederiksted but arranges pickup at hotels. Olympic (340/773–8000 or 888/878–4227 | www.stcroixcarrentals.com) is outside Christiansted but will pick up at hotels.

        
            Taxis: 
            USVI taxis don’t have meters because fare rates are standard. Fares are per person, not per destination, and drivers usually take multiple fares, especially from the airport, ferry docks, and cruise-ship terminals (on St. Thomas and St. Croix). Many taxis are open safari vans, but some are air-conditioned vans. Taxis of all shapes and sizes are available at various ferry, shopping, resort, and airport areas, and they also respond to phone calls. 
            St. Thomas:
            East End Taxi
             (340/775–6974). 
            Islander Taxi
             (340/774–4077). 
            VI Taxi Association
             (340/774–4550). 
            St. John:
            Paradise Taxi
             (340/714–7913). 
            St. Croix:
             
            Antilles Taxi Service
             (340/773–5020). 
            St. Croix Taxi Association
             (340/778–1088).
        

        
            ISLAND ACTIVITIES
        

        
            St. Thomas is one of the Caribbean’s most important centers for 
            sailing and sportfishing.
        

        
            Beaches
             are excellent on both St. Thomas and St. John, and good on St. Croix.
        

        
            Of the three, St. Croix is more known for 
            diving, 
            particularly at Cane Bay. St. Croix’s Buck Island and its surrounding reefs are also a protected part of the national park system and a great destination for 
            snorkeling.
             The island also has a terrific 
            golf
             course.
        

        
            St. Thomas is the most developed of the three islands, but you’ll find every imaginable kind of water- and land-based activity, 
            historic sights, golf
            , 
            tennis, 
            and 
            horseracing 
            to mention but a few.
        

        
            Since most of St. John is a national park, the island is in pristine condition, and its many 
            hiking
             trails are well worth exploring on foot. Off-the-beach 
            snorkeling
             is also a popular activity, though some prefer taking a snorkeling and sailing trip to enjoy hard-to-reach beaches in the U.S. and nearby British Virgin Islands.
        

        
            FAST FACTS
        

        
            Banks: 
            The U.S. dollar is used throughout the U.S. Virgin Islands. All major credit cards are accepted by most hotels, restaurants, and shops. On St. Thomas, conveniently located ATMs can be found in Charlotte Amalie, Red Hook, and Havensight Mall. St. John has two banks in Cruz Bay. St. Croix has branches of Banco Popular in the Orange Grove and Sunny Isle shopping centers. V. I. Community Bank is in Sunny Isle, Frederiksted, Estate Diamond, Orange Grove Shopping Center, and downtown Christiansted. Scotia Bank has branches in Sunny Isle, Frederiksted, Christiansted, and Sunshine Mall.
        

        
            Electricity: 
            Electricity is the U.S. standard.
        

        
            Emergencies:
             Dial 911 for all emergencies.
        

        
            Weddings: 
            Apply for a marriage license at the Superior Court. There’s a $50 application fee and $50 license fee. You have to wait eight days after the clerk receives the application to get married, and licenses must be picked up in person weekdays, though you can apply by mail.
        

        St. Croix Superior Court

             (Box 929, Christiansted
            00820 | 340/778–9750). St. Thomas Superior Court (Box 70, St. Thomas
            00804 | 340/774–6680).

        
            ESSENTIALS
        

        
            Mail:
             The main U.S. Post Office on St. Thomas is near the hospital, with branches in Charlotte Amalie, Frenchtown, Havensight, and Tutu Mall. Postal rates are the same as if you were in the mainland United States, but Express Mail and Priority Mail aren’t as fast.
        

        
            FedEx offers overnight service if you get your package to the office before 5 
            pm.
             Shipping services on St. Thomas are also available at Fast Shipping & Communications Nisky Mail Center and at Red Hook Mail Services. There’s a post office in Cruz Bay, but the lines are often long.
        

        
            There are post offices at Christiansted, Frederiksted, Gallows Bay, and Sunny Isle on St. Croix.
        

        
            The FedEx office on St. Croix is in Peter’s Rest Commercial Center; try to drop off your packages before 5:30 
            pm.
            
        

        
            Safety: 
            Keep your hotel or vacation villa door locked at all times and stick to well-lighted streets at night. Keep your rental car locked wherever you park, and lock possessions in the trunk. Don’t leave valuables lying on the beach while you snorkel. Don’t wander the streets of the main towns alone at night, whether you are in Charlotte Amalie, Cruz Bay, Christiansted, or Frederiksted.
        

        
            Although crime is not as prevalent in St. John as it is on St. Thomas and St. Croix, it does exist. There are occasional burglaries at villas, even during daylight hours. Lock doors even when you’re lounging by the pool. It’s not a good idea to walk around Cruz Bay late at night. If you don’t have a car, plan on taking a taxi. Since it can be hard to find a taxi in the wee hours of the morning, arrange in advance for a driver to pick you up.
        

        Visitor Information: USVI Department of Tourism (340/774–8784 or 800/372–8784 | www.usvitourism.vi).

        
            WHERE TO STAY
        

        
            St. Thomas is the most developed of the Virgin Islands; choose it if you want extensive shopping opportunities and a multitude of activities and restaurants. St. John is the least developed of the three and has a distinct following; it’s the best choice if you want a small-island feel and easy access to great hiking. However, most villas there aren’t directly on the beach. St. Croix is a sleeper. With accommodations ranging from simple inns to luxury resorts, it’s remarkably diverse, but none of the beaches is as breathtaking as those on St. Thomas and St. John.
        

        
            Resorts:
             Whether you are looking for a luxury retreat or a moderately priced vacation spot, there’s going to be something for you in the USVI. St. Thomas has the most options. St. John has only two large resorts, both upscale; others are small, but it has some unique eco-oriented camping options. St. Croix’s resorts are more midsize.
        

        
            Small Inns:
             Particularly on St. Croix, you’ll find a wide range of attractive and accommodating small inns; if you can live without being directly on the beach, these friendly, homey places are a good option. St. Thomas also has a few small inns.
        

        
            Villas:
             Villas are plentiful on all three islands, but they are especially popular on St. John, where they represent more than half the available lodging. They’re always a good bet for families who can do without a busy resort environment.
        

        
            HOTEL AND RESTAURANT PRICES
        

        
            Restaurant prices are for a main course at dinner and include any taxes or service charges. Hotel prices are per night for a double room in high season, excluding taxes, service charges, and meal plans (except at all-inclusives).
        

        
            [image: ]
        

        
            WHEN TO GO
        

        
            High season coincides with that on most other Caribbean islands, from December through April or May; before and after that time, rates can drop by as much as 25% to 50%, depending on the resort.
        

        
            St. Thomas’s 
            International Rolex Regatta
             in March is a big draw. April is also a great time to visit St. Thomas, as the island comes alive for 
            Carnival.
             The celebrations—steel-drum music, colorful costumes, and dancing in the streets—culminate on the last weekend of the month. The big 
            sportfishing tournaments
             usually begin in July and go through the summer.
        

        
            The 
            St. Croix Half Ironman Triathlon
             attracts international-class athletes as well as amateurs every May. In February and March, the 
            St. Croix Landmarks Society House Tours
             give you a chance to peek inside many historic homes that aren’t usually open to the public.
        

        
            There aren’t too many big events on St. John, but 
            Carnival
             tends to bring many people there as well as to the other two islands.
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UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS BEACHES
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The beaches of the USVI are like pearly-white smiles that outline the curve of the bays on both the Atlantic Ocean to the north and Caribbean Sea to the south. The brilliant sand provides a beaming contrast to the deep turquoise seas and the lush green palms and sea grape trees that line the shores.

The three islands of the USVI offer a wide range of beach experiences and activities. St. Thomas and St. John are widely known for having the best beaches in the U.S. Virgin Islands, but there is one more island that you shouldn’t miss if you’re visiting St. Thomas. Water Island, a half-mile ferry ride from Crown Bay Marina on St. Thomas, has Honeymoon Beach, one of the most perfect powdery beaches you’ll find (though some say that Sprat Beach, which is much farther away from the ferry dock, is better); there are restrooms on the beach as well as a restaurant that serves lunch, but it’s a half-mile hike from the ferry dock (some of it up a rather steep hill).

DON’T MISS

St. Thomas is the busiest and most developed of the U.S. Virgin Islands. Don’t miss watching the planes land from Brewer’s Beach, eating fish and fungi (a cornmeal polenta-like side dish) at Coki Beach, renting a paddleboat at Magens Bay, bodysurfing in the winter at Hull Bay, and enjoying a rum and Coke from beachside bar service at Morningstar Beach.

For complete information on these beaches see individual beach sections within the chapter.

St. Thomas

All 44 St. Thomas beaches are open to the public, although you can reach some of them only by walking through a resort. Hotel guests frequently have access to lounge chairs and floats that are off-limits to nonguests; for this reason you may feel more comfortable at one of the beaches not associated with a resort, such as Magens Bay (which charges an entrance fee to cover beach maintenance) or Coki Beach, the latter abutting Coral World Ocean Park and offering the island’s best off-the-beach shorkeling. Morningstar Beach sits between the twin Marriott Resorts on St. Thomas’s south shore. Sapphire Beach is another of the island’s better beaches, and it offers both soft, silky sand as well as access to a good reef for snorkeling.

St. John

St. John is blessed with many beaches, and all of them fall into the good, great, and don’t-tell-anyone-else-about-this-place categories. Some are more developed than others—and many are crowded on weekends, holidays, and in high season—but by and large they’re still pristine. Beaches along the south and eastern shores are quiet and isolated.

Two of the island’s stand-out beaches can be found in the national park. Trunk Bay is the beach you often seen pictured on postcards from the Virgin Islands; a long, white sandy beach is fronted by a coral reef that makes waves smooth and steady. Cinnamon Bay, which is next to the national park campground, has a water sports center and excellent snorkeling; there are also a couple of hiking trails that start at the beach. St. John’s other excellent beach is Hawksnest Bay. Close to Cruz Bay, it’s often busy with locals and tourists alike, but it’s a great spot for off-shore snorkeling.

St. Croix

St. Croix’s beaches are not quite as spectacular as those on St. John or St. Thomas. But that’s not to say you won’t find some good places to spread out for a day on the water. The best beach is on nearby Buck Island, a national monument where a marked snorkeling trail leads you through an extensive coral reef while a soft, sandy beach beckons a few yards away. Other great beaches are the unnamed west end beaches both south and north of Frederiksted. You can park yourself at Sunset Grill, about a mile north of Frederiksted, where you can rent a lounger and get food and drinks from the restaurant.

Previous Chapter | Beginning of Chapter | Next Chapter | Contents
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            ST. THOMAS
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            If you fly to the 32-square-mi (83-square-km) island of St. Thomas, you land at its western end; if you arrive by cruise ship, you come into one of the world’s most beautiful harbors. Either way, one of your first sights is the town of Charlotte Amalie. From the harbor you see an idyllic-looking village that spreads into the lower hills. If you were expecting a quiet hamlet with its inhabitants hanging out under palm trees, you’ve missed that era by about 300 years. Although other islands in the USVI developed plantation economies, St. Thomas cultivated its harbor, and it became a thriving seaport soon after it was settled by the Danish in the 1600s.
        

        
            The success of the naturally perfect harbor was enhanced by the fact that the Danes—who ruled St. Thomas with only a couple of short interruptions from 1666 to 1917—avoided involvement in some 100 years’ worth of European wars. Denmark was the only European country with colonies in the Caribbean to stay neutral during the War of the Spanish Succession in the early 1700s. Thus, products of the Dutch, English, and French islands—sugar, cotton, and indigo—were traded through Charlotte Amalie, along with the regular shipments of slaves. When the Spanish wars ended, trade fell off, but by the end of the 1700s Europe was at war again, Denmark again remained neutral, and St. Thomas continued to prosper. Even into the 1800s, while the economies of St. Croix and St. John foundered with the market for sugarcane, St. Thomas’s economy remained vigorous. This prosperity led to the development of shipyards, a well-organized banking system, and a large
                merchant class. In 1845 Charlotte Amalie had 101 large importing houses owned by the English, French, Germans, Haitians, Spaniards, Americans, Sephardim, and Danes.
        

        
            Charlotte Amalie is still one of the world’s most active cruise-ship ports. On almost any day at least one and sometimes as many as eight cruise ships are tied to the docks or anchored outside the harbor. Gently rocking in the shadows of these giant floating hotels are just about every other kind of vessel imaginable: sleek sailing catamarans that will take you on a sunset cruise complete with rum punch and a Jimmy Buffett soundtrack, private megayachts that spirit busy executives away, and barnacle-bottom sloops—with laundry draped over the lifelines—that are home to world-cruising gypsies. Huge container ships pull up in Sub Base, west of the harbor, bringing in everything from breakfast cereals to tires. Anchored right along the waterfront are down-island barges that ply the waters between the Greater Antilles and the Leeward Islands, transporting goods such as refrigerators, VCRs, and disposable diapers.
        

        
            The waterfront road through Charlotte Amalie was once part of the harbor. Before it was filled in to build the highway, the beach came right up to the back door of the warehouses that now line the thoroughfare. Two hundred years ago those warehouses were filled with indigo, tobacco, and cotton. Today the stone buildings house silk, crystal, and diamonds. Exotic fragrances are still traded, but by island beauty queens in air-conditioned perfume palaces instead of through open market stalls. The pirates of old used St. Thomas as a base from which to raid merchant ships of every nation, though they were particularly fond of the gold- and silver-laden treasure ships heading to Spain. Pirates are still around, but today’s versions use St. Thomas as a drop-off for their contraband: illegal immigrants and drugs.
        

        
            EXPLORING ST. THOMAS
        

        
            St. Thomas is 13 mi (21 km) long and less than 4 mi (6½ km) wide, but it’s extremely hilly, and even an 8- or 10-mi (13- or 16-km) trip could take well over an hour. Don’t let that discourage you, though; the mountain ridge that runs east to west through the middle and separates the island’s Caribbean and Atlantic sides has spectacular vistas.
        

        
            Charlotte Amalie
        

        
            Look beyond the pricey shops, T-shirt vendors, and bustling crowds for a glimpse of the island’s history. The city served as the capital of Denmark’s outpost in the Caribbean until 1917, an aspect of the island often lost in the glitz of the shopping district.
        

        
            Emancipation Gardens, right next to the fort, is a good place to start a walking tour. Tackle the hilly part of town first: head north up Government Hill to the historic buildings that house government offices and have incredible views. Several regal churches line the route that runs west back to the town proper and the old-time market. Virtually all the alleyways that intersect Main Street lead to eateries that serve frosty drinks, sandwiches, and West Indian fare. There are public restrooms in this area, too. Allow an hour for a quick view of the sights.
        

        
            A note about the street names: In deference to the island’s heritage, the streets downtown are labeled by their Danish names. Locals will use both the Danish name and the English name (such as Dronningens Gade and Norre Gade for Main Street), but most people refer to things by their location (“a block toward the waterfront off Main Street” or “next to the Little Switzerland Shop”). You may find it more useful if you ask for directions by shop names or landmarks.
        

        All Saints Anglican Church.

             Built in 1848 from stone quarried on the island, the church has thick, arched window frames lined with the yellow brick that came to the islands as ballast aboard ships. Merchants left the brick on the waterfront when they filled their boats with molasses, sugar, mahogany, and rum for the return voyage. The church was built in celebration of the end of slavery in the USVI.  | Domini Gade 
            00802 | 340/774–0217 | Mon.–Sat. 9–3. 

        Cathedral of St. Peter & St. Paul.

             This building was consecrated as a parish church in 1848, and serves as the seat of the territory’s Roman Catholic diocese. The ceiling and walls are covered with murals painted in 1899 by two Belgian artists, Father Leo Servais and Brother Ildephonsus. The San Juan–marble altar and walls were added in the 1960s.  | Lower Main St.  | 340/774–0201 | Mon.–Sat. 8–5. 

        Danish Consulate Building.

             Built in 1830, this structure once housed the Danish Consulate. Although the Danish consul general, Søren Blak, has an office in Charlotte Amalie, the Danish Consulate is now in the Scandinavian Center in Havensight Mall. This building is not open to the public.  | Take stairs north at corner of Bjerge Gade and Crystal Gade to Denmark Hill
            00802.

        Dutch Reformed Church.

             This church has an austere loveliness that’s amazing considering all it’s been through. Founded in 1744, it’s been rebuilt twice after fires and hurricanes. The unembellished cream-color hall gives you a sense of peace—albeit monochromatically. The only other color is the forest green of the shutters and the carpet. Call ahead if you wish to visit at a particular time, as the doors are sometimes locked.  | Nye Gade and Crystal Gade 
            00802 | 340/776–8255 | Weekdays 9–5.

        Educators Park.

             A peaceful place amid the town’s hustle and bustle, the park has memorials to three famous Virgin Islanders: educator Edith Williams, J. Antonio Jarvis (a founder of the Daily News), and educator and author Rothschild Francis. The last gave many speeches here.  | Main St., across from post office
            00802.

        Emancipation Garden.

             Built to commemorate the freeing of slaves in 1848, the garden was the site of a 150th anniversary celebration of emancipation. A bronze bust of a freed slave blowing a symbolic conch shell commemorates this anniversary. The gazebo here is used for official ceremonies. Two other monuments show the island’s Danish-American connection—a bust of Denmark’s King Christian and a scaled-down model of the U.S. Liberty Bell.  | Between Tolbod Gade and Ft. Christian
            00802.

        Enid M. Baa Public Library.

             Like so many other structures on the north side of Main Street, this large yellow building is a typical 18th-century town house. The library was once the home of merchant and landowner Baron von Bretton. He and other merchants built their houses (stores downstairs, living quarters above) across from the brick warehouses on the south side of the street. This is the island’s first recorded fireproof building, meaning it was built of ballast brick instead of wood. Its interior of high ceilings and cool stone floors is the perfect refuge from the afternoon sun. You can browse through historic papers or just sit in the breeze by an open window reading the paper.  | Main St. 
            00802 | 340/774–0630 | Weekdays 9–5, Sat. 10–3. 

        Ft. Christian.

             St. Thomas’s oldest standing structure, this monument was built between 1672 and 1680 and now has U.S. National Landmark status. The clock tower was added in the 19th century. This remarkable building has, over time, been used as a jail, governor’s residence, town hall, courthouse, and church. A multimillion-dollar renovation project is under way and will stabilize the structure and halt centuries of deterioration.  | Waterfront Hwy. east of shopping district 
            00802 | 340/776–8605.

        Frederick Lutheran Church.

             This historic church has a massive mahogany altar, and its pews—each with its own door—were once rented to families of the congregation. Lutheranism is the state religion of Denmark, and when the territory was without a minister, the governor—who had his own elevated pew—filled in.  | Norre Gade 
            00802 | 340/776–1315 | Mon.–Sat. 9–4. 

        Government House.

             Built in 1867, this neoclassical white brick-and-wood structure houses the offices of the governor of the Virgin Islands. Inside, the staircases are of native mahogany, as are the plaques hand-lettered in gold with the names of the governors appointed and, since 1970, elected. Brochures detailing the history of the building are available, but you may have to ask for them.  | Government Hill 
            00802 | 340/774–0294 | Free | Weekdays 8–5. 

        Haagensen House.

             Behind Hotel 1829, this lovingly restored home was built in the early 1800s by Danish entrepreneur Hans Haagensen and is surrounded by an equally impressive cookhouse, outbuildings, and terraced gardens. A lower-level banquet hall showcases antique prints and photographs. Guided tours begin at Hotel 1829, then continue to Haagensen House, the circa 1860s Britannia House and Villa Notman, and finally to the lookout tour at Blackbeard’s Castle. Tours are given at 10 am and 1 pm.  | Government Hill 
            00802 | 340/776–1234 or 340/776–1829 | Tours $20 guided, $12 self-guided | Oct.–May, daily 9–4; June–Sept., by appointment only. 

        
            Hassel Island.
            

             East of Water Island in Charlotte Amalie harbor, Hassel Island is part of the Virgin Islands National Park, as it has the ruins of a British military garrison (built during a brief British occupation of the USVI during the 1800s) and the remains of a marine railway (where ships were hoisted into dry dock for repairs). 
        

        Hotel 1829.

             As its name implies, the hotel was built in 1829, albeit as the private residence of a prominent merchant named Alexander Lavalette. The building’s coral-color facade is accented with fancy wrought-iron railings, and the interior is paneled in dark wood, which makes it feel delightfully cool. From the terrace there’s an exquisite view of the harbor framed by brilliant orange bougainvillea. You can combine a visit to this hotel with a walking tour of Haagensen House, Villa Notman, Britannia House, and the lookout tower at Blackbeard’s Castle just behind the hotel.  | Government Hill 
            00802 | 340/776–1829 or 340/776–1234 | www.hotel1829.com | Tour $20 guided, $12 self-guided | Oct.–May, daily 9–4; June–Sept., by appointment only. 

        Legislature Building.

             Its pastoral-looking lime-green exterior conceals the vociferous political wrangling of the Virgin Islands Senate. Constructed originally by the Danish as a police barracks, the building was later used to billet U.S. Marines, and much later it housed a public school. You’re welcome to sit in on sessions in the upstairs chambers.  | Waterfront Hwy. across from Ft. Christian 
            00802 | 340/774–0880 | Daily 8–5. 

        Memorial Moravian Church.

             Built in 1884, this church was named to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Moravian Church in the Virgin Islands.  | 17 Norre Gade 
            00802 | 340/776–0066 | Weekdays 8–5. 

        99 Steps.

             This staircase “street,” built by the Danes in the 1700s, leads to the residential area above Charlotte Amalie and to Blackbeard’s Castle, a U.S. national historic landmark. The castle’s tower, built in 1679, was once used by the notorious pirate Edward Teach. Today, it’s home to the largest collection of life-size pirates crafted out of bronze and copper in the world. If you count the stairs as you go up, you’ll discover, as have thousands before you, that there are more than the name implies.  | Look for steps heading north from Government Hill
            00802.

        Pissarro Building.

             Housing several shops and an art gallery, this was the birthplace and childhood home of Camille Pissarro, who later moved to France and became an acclaimed impressionist painter. The art gallery contains three original pages from Pissarro’s sketchbook and two pastels by Pissarro’s grandson, Claude.  | Main St. between Raadets Gade and Trompeter Gade
            00802.

        Roosevelt Park.

             First called Coconut Park, this park was renamed in honor of Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1945. It’s a great place to put your feet up and people-watch. A renovation in 2007 added five granite pedestals representing the five branches of the military, bronze urns that can be lighted to commemorate special events, and bronze plaques inscribed with the names of the territory’s veterans who died defending the United States. There’s also a children’s playground.  | Norre Gade
            00802.

        Seven Arches Museum and Gallery.

             This restored 18th-century home is a striking example of classic Danish–West Indian architecture. There seem to be arches everywhere—seven to be exact—all supporting a “welcoming arms” staircase that leads to the second floor and the flower-framed front doorway. The Danish kitchen is a highlight: it’s housed in a separate building away from the main house, as were all cooking facilities in the early days (for fire prevention). Inside the house you can see mahogany furnishings and gas lamps.  | Government Hill, 3 buildings east of Government House 
            00802 | 340/774–9295 | www.sevenarchesmuseum.com | $5 donation | By appointment only.

        Synagogue of Beracha Veshalom Vegmiluth Hasidim.

             The synagogue’s Hebrew name translates as the Congregation of Blessing, Peace, and Loving Deeds. The small building’s white pillars contrast with rough stone walls, as does the rich mahogany of the pews and altar. The sand on the floor symbolizes the exodus from Egypt. Since the synagogue first opened its doors in 1833, it has held a weekly service, making it the oldest synagogue building in continuous use under the American flag and the second-oldest (after the one on Curaçao) in the Western Hemisphere. Guided tours can be arranged. Brochures detailing the key structures and history are also available. Next door the Weibel Museum showcases Jewish history on St. Thomas.  | 15 Crystal Gade 
            00802 | 340/774–4312 | www.onepaper.com/synagogue | Weekdays 9–4.

        U.S. Post Office.

             While you buy stamps, contemplate the murals of waterfront scenes by Saturday Evening Post artist Stephen Dohanos. His art was commissioned as part of the Works Project Administration in the 1930s.  | Tolbod Gade and Main St. 
            00802

        Vendors Plaza.

             Here merchants sell everything from T-shirts to African attire to leather goods. Look for local art among the ever-changing selections at this busy market.  | Waterfront, west of Ft. Christian 
            00802 | Weekdays 8–6, weekends 9–1.

        
            Water Island.
            

             This island, the fourth-largest of the U.S. Virgin Islands, floats about ¼ mi (½ km) out in Charlotte Amalie harbor. A ferry between Crown Bay Marina and the island operates several times daily from 6 
            am
             to 6 
            pm 
            on weekdays, from 8 
            am
             to 5 
            pm
             on weekends at a cost of $10 round-trip. The hike from the ferry dock is less than half a mile to Honeymoon Beach, where Brad Pitt and Cate Blanchett filmed a scene of the movie 
            The Curious Case of Benjamin Button.
             Get lunch from Heidi’s Honeymoon Grill, a mobile food van that pulls up daily. 
        

        Weibel Museum.

             In this museum next to the synagogue, 300 years of Jewish history on St. Thomas are showcased. The small gift shop sells a commemorative silver coin celebrating the anniversary of the Hebrew congregation’s establishment on the island in 1796. There are also tropically inspired items, such as menorahs painted to resemble palm trees.  | 15 Crystal Gade 
            00802 | 340/774–4312 | Free | Weekdays 9–4.

        
            Around the Island
        

        
            To explore outside Charlotte Amalie, rent a car or hire a taxi. Your rental car should come with a good map; if not, pick up the pocket-size “Road Map St. Thomas–St. John” at a tourist information center. Roads are marked with route numbers, but they’re confusing and seem to switch numbers suddenly. Roads are also identified by signs bearing the St. Thomas–St. John Hotel and Tourism Association’s mascot, Tommy the Starfish. More than 100 of these color-coded signs line the island’s main routes. Orange signs trace the route from the airport to Red Hook, green signs identify the road from town to Magens Bay, Tommy’s face on a yellow background points from Mafolie to Crown Bay through the north side, red signs lead from Smith Bay to Four Corners via Skyline Drive, and blue signs mark the route from the cruise-ship dock at Havensight to Red Hook. These color-coded routes are not marked on most visitor maps, however. Allow yourself a day to explore,
                especially if you want to stop to take pictures or enjoy a light bite or refreshing swim. Most gas stations are on the island’s more populated eastern end, so fill up before heading to the north side. And remember to drive on the left!
        

        
            Although the eastern end has many major resorts and spectacular beaches, don’t be surprised if a cow or a herd of goats crosses your path as you drive through the relatively flat, dry terrain. The north side of the island is lusher and quieter—fewer houses and less traffic. Here there are roller-coaster routes (made all the more scary because the roads have no shoulders) but also incredible vistas. Leave time in the afternoon for a swim. Pick up some sandwiches from a deli in the Red Hook area for a picnic lunch, or enjoy a slice of pizza at Magens Bay. A day in the country will reveal the tropical pleasures that have enticed more than one visitor to become a resident.
        

        Butterfly Farm.

             Step into this 10,000-square-foot mesh enclosure and watch more than 1,000 butterflies from around the world flutter all around you. A 25-minute tour takes you through the life cycle of these beautiful insects. Most people visit in the morning, when there’s the most activity. If you’re a photographer, you’ll probably prefer the afternoon, when the butterflies move more slowly and are easier to capture in a picture.  | Havensight Mall, Havensight 
            00802 | 340/715–3366 | www.thebutterflyfarm.com | $15 | Daily 8:30–5.

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Coral World Ocean Park.
 This interactive aquarium and water-sports center lets you experience a variety of sea life and other animals. The park has several outdoor pools where you can pet baby sharks, feed stingrays, touch starfish, and view endangered sea turtles. Other activities include the Sea Trek Helmet Dive that allows you to walk along an underwater trail with a high-tech helmet that provides a continuous supply of air. A Shark Encounter program lets you observe and pet juvenile sharks as they swim around you. Get a big, wet, whiskered kiss while taking a swim in the sea lion pool. A Sea Lion Painting program started in 2009—you hold a 12- by 16-inch canvas as one of the South American Sea Lion artists creates a unique masterpiece using two colors of your choice. Buy a cup of nectar for $2 and let the parrot-look-alike lorikeets perch on your hand and drink. Coral World also has an offshore
                underwater observatory, an 80,000-gallon coral reef exhibit (one of the largest in the world), and a nature trail full of lush tropical flowers, ducks, and tortoises. Daily feedings take place at most exhibits.  | Coki Point north of Rte. 38, Estate Frydendal 
            00802  | 340/775–1555 | www.coralworldvi.com | $21, Sea Lion Splash $106, Sea Lion Painting $96, Sea Trek $79, Shark Encounter $53 | Daily 9–5.

        Drake’s Seat.

             Sir Francis Drake was supposed to have kept watch over his fleet and looked for enemy ships from this vantage point. The panorama is especially breathtaking (and romantic) at dusk, and if you arrive late in the day, you can miss the hordes of day-trippers on taxi tours who stop here to take a picture and buy a T-shirt from one of the many vendors.  | Rte. 40, Estate Zufriedenheit
            00802.

        Estate St. Peter Greathouse & Botanical Gardens.

             This unusual spot is perched on a mountainside 1,000 feet above sea level, with views of more than 20 islands and islets. You can wander through a gallery displaying local art, sip a complimentary rum punch while looking out at the view, or follow a nature trail that leads you past nearly 70 varieties of tropical plants, including 17 varieties of orchids.  | Rte. 40, Estate St. Peter
            00802 | 340/774–4999 | www.greathouse-mountaintop.com | $15 | Mon.–Sat. 9–4:30.

        
            Frenchtown.
            

             Popular for its bars and restaurants, Frenchtown is also the home of descendants of immigrants from St. Barthélemy (St. Barths). You can watch them pull up their brightly painted boats and display their equally colorful catch of the day along the waterfront. If you chat with them, you can hear speech patterns slightly different from those of other St. Thomians. Get a feel for the residential district of Frenchtown by walking west to some of the town’s winding streets, where tiny wooden houses have been passed down from generation to generation.
        

        Next to Joseph Aubain Ballpark, the French Heritage Museum (Intersection of rue de St. Anne and rue de St. Barthélemy
            00802 | 340/774–2320) houses artifacts such as fishing nets, accordions, tambourines, mahogany furniture, and historic photographs that illustrate the lives of the French descendants during the 18th through 20th centuries. The museum is open Monday through Saturday from 9 am to 6 pm. Admission is free; donations are accepted.  | Turn south off Waterfront Hwy. at post office. 

        Paradise Point Tramway.

             Fly skyward in a gondola to Paradise Point, an overlook with breathtaking views of Charlotte Amalie and the harbor. For an extra thrill, try the Sky Jump, a high-tech trampoline that lets you jump up to 20 feet—it’s almost like touching the sky from this elevation. There are several shops, a bar, a restaurant, and a wedding gazebo; kids enjoy the tropical bird show held daily at 10:30 am, 1:30 pm, and 3:30 pm. A ¼-mi (½-km) hiking trail leads to spectacular views of St. Croix. Wear sturdy shoes, as the trail is steep and rocky.  | Rte. 30 across from Havensight Mall, Havensight 
            00802 | 340/774–9809 | www.paradisepointtramway.com | $21, Sky Jump $30 | Thurs.–Tues. 9–5, Wed. 9–9. 

        
            Red Hook.
            

             In this nautical center there are fishing and sailing charter boats, dive shops, and powerboat-rental agencies at the American Yacht Harbor marina. There are also several bars and restaurants, including Molly Molone’s, Duffy’s Love Shack, and the Caribbean Saloon. One grocery store and a deli offer picnic fixings—from sliced meats and cheeses to rotisserie-roasted chickens, prepared salads, burritos, and freshly baked breads. Ferries depart from Red Hook en route to St. John and the British Virgin Islands.
        

        
            BEACHES
        

        
            Remember to remove all your valuables from the car and keep them out of sight when you go swimming. Unfortunately, break-ins have been reported on all three of the U.S. Virgin Islands; most locals recommend leaving your windows down and leaving absolutely nothing in your car.
        

        Brewer’s Beach.

             Watch jets land at the Cyril E. King Airport as you dip into the usually calm seas. Rocks at either end of the shoreline, patches of grass poking randomly through the sand, and shady tamarind trees 30 feet from the water give this beach a wild, natural feel. Civilization has arrived, as one or two mobile food vans park on the nearby road. Buy a fried-chicken leg and johnnycake or burgers and chips to munch on at the picnic tables.  | Rte. 30, west of University of the Virgin Islands.

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Coki Beach. | Map | Photo
 Funky beach huts selling local foods such as meat pâté (fried turnovers with a spicy ground-beef filling), picnic tables topped with umbrellas sporting beverage logos, and a brigade of hair braiders and taxi men give this beach overlooking picturesque Thatch Cay a Coney Island feel. But this is the best place on the island to snorkel and scuba dive. Fish, including grunts, snappers, and wrasses, are like an effervescent cloud you can wave your hand through. Ashore you can find conveniences such as restrooms, changing facilities, mask and fin rentals, and even fish food.  | Rte. 388, next to Coral World Ocean Park.

        Hull Bay.

             Watch surfers ride the waves here from December to March, when huge swells roll in from north Atlantic storms. The rest of the year, tranquility prevails. Homer’s Snorkel & Scuba Tours is based here, and Homer himself will happily lead you on a day or night snorkeling trip to the nearby reefs and out to the uninhabited island of Hans Lollick. Enjoy hot pizza, barbecue ribs, and a game of darts at the Hull Bay Hideaway Bar & Restaurant, home of the annual Bastille Day Kingfish Tournament held each July.  | Rte. 37, at end of road on north side.

        Lindquist Beach.

             The newest of the Virgin Islands’ public beaches has a serene sense of wilderness that isn’t found on the more crowded beaches. A lifeguard is on duty, and picnic benches and porta-potties are available. Try snorkeling over the offshore reef.  | Rte. 38, at end of a bumpy dirt road.

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Magens Bay. | Map | Photo
 Deeded to the island as a public park, this heart-shaped stretch of white sand is considered one of the most beautiful in the world. The bottom of the bay is flat and sandy, so this is a place for sunning and swimming rather than snorkeling. On weekends and holidays the sounds of music from groups partying under the sheds fill the air. There’s a bar, snack shack, and beachwear boutique; bathhouses with restrooms, changing rooms, and saltwater showers are close by. Sunfish and paddleboats are the most popular rentals at the water-sports kiosk. East of the beach is Udder Delight, a one-room shop at St. Thomas Dairies that serves a Virgin Islands tradition—a milk
                shake with a splash of Cruzan rum. Kids can enjoy virgin versions, which have a touch of soursop, mango, or banana flavoring. If you arrive between 8 am and 5 pm, you pay an entrance fee of $4 per person, $2 per vehicle; it’s free for children under 12.  | Rte. 35, at end of road on north side of island.

        Morningstar Beach. | Map | Photo

             Nature and nurture combine at this ¼-mi-long (½-km-long) beach between Marriott Frenchman’s Reef and Morning Star Beach Resorts, where amenities range from water-sports rentals to beachside bar service. A concession rents floating mats, snorkeling equipment, sailboards, and Jet Skis. Swimming is excellent; there are good-size rolling waves year-round, but do watch the undertow. If you’re feeling lazy, rent a lounge chair with umbrella and order a libation from one of two full-service beach bars. At 7 am and again at 5 pm, watch the cruise ships glide majestically out to sea from the Charlotte Amalie harbor.  | Rte. 315, 2 mi (3 km) southeast of Charlotte Amalie, past Havensight Mall and cruise-ship dock.

        Sapphire Beach. | Map

             A steady breeze makes this beach a boardsailor’s paradise. The swimming is great, as is the snorkeling, especially at the reef near Pettyklip Point. Beach volleyball is big on the weekends. Sapphire Beach Resort & Marina has a restaurant, bar, and water-sports rentals.  | Rte. 38, Sapphire Bay.

        Secret Harbour.

             Placid waters make it easy to stroke your way out to a swim platform offshore from the Secret Harbour Beach Resort & Villas. Nearby reefs give snorkelers a natural show. There’s a bar and restaurant, as well as a dive shop.  | Rte. 32, Red Hook.

        Vessup Beach.

             This wild, undeveloped beach is lined with sea grape trees and century plants. It’s close to Red Hook harbor, so you can watch the ferries depart. Calm waters are excellent for swimming. West Indies Windsurfing is here, so you can rent Windsurfers, kayaks, and other water toys. There are no restrooms or changing facilities. It’s popular with locals on weekends.  | Off Rte. 322, Vessup Bay.

        
            WHERE TO EAT
        

        
            The beauty of St. Thomas and its sister islands has attracted a cadre of professionally trained chefs who know their way around fresh fish and local fruits. You can dine on everything from terrific cheap local dishes such as goat water (a spicy stew) and fungi (a cornmeal polentalike side dish) to imports such as hot pastrami sandwiches and raspberries in crème fraîche.
        

        
            Restaurants are spread all over the island, although fewer are found on the west and northwest parts of the island. Most restaurants out of town are easily accessible by taxi and have ample parking. If you dine in Charlotte Amalie, take a taxi. Parking close to restaurants can be difficult to find, and walking around after dark isn’t advisable for safety reasons.
        

        
            If your accommodations have a kitchen and you plan to cook, there’s good variety in St. Thomas’s mainland-style supermarkets. Just be prepared for grocery prices that are about 20% to 30% higher than those in the United States. As for drinking, outside the hotels a beer in a bar will cost between $3 and $4 and a piña colada $6 or more.
        

        
            What to Wear
        

        
            Dining on St. Thomas is informal. Few restaurants require a jacket and tie. Still, at dinner in the snazzier places shorts and T-shirts are inappropriate; men would do well to wear slacks and a shirt with buttons. Dress codes on St. Thomas rarely require women to wear skirts, but you can never go wrong with something flowing.
        

        
            Charlotte Amalie
        

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Banana Tree Grille. | Map
$$$$ | ECLECTIC |  The eagle’s-eye view of the Charlotte Amalie harbor from this breeze-cooled restaurant is as fantastic as the food. Linen tablecloths, china, and silver place settings combine with subdued lighting to create an elegant feel. To start, try the “seafood cocktail” of lobster, shrimp, scallops, and squid marinated in a savory herb vinaigrette. The signature dish here—and worthy of its fame—is Chef Patrick Bellantoni’s New York sirloin seasoned simply with olive oil and garlic and grilled to order. Arrive before 6 pm and watch the cruise ships depart from the harbor while you enjoy a drink at the bar.  | Bluebeard’s Castle, Bluebeard’s Hill | 340/776–4050 | www.bananatreegrille.com | Reservations essential | AE, D, MC, V | Closed Mon. No lunch. 

        Cuzzin’s Caribbean Restaurant & Bar. | Map
$$ | CARIBBEAN | This is the place to sample bona-fide Virgin Islands cuisine. For lunch, order tender slivers of conch stewed in a rich onion-and-butter sauce, savory braised oxtail, or curried chicken. At dinner the island-style mutton, served in thick gravy and seasoned with locally grown herbs, offers a tasty treat that’s deliciously different. Side dishes include peas and rice, boiled green bananas, fried plantains, and potato stuffing. In a 19th-century livery stable on Back Street, this restaurant is hard to find but well worth it if you like sampling local foods.  | 7 Wimmelskafts Gade, also called Back St. | 340/777–4711 | AE, MC, V. 

        Fodor’s Choice | | Map
            Gladys’ Cafe.
$$ | CARIBBEAN |  Even if the local specialties—conch in butter sauce, salt fish and dumplings, hearty red bean soup—didn’t make this a recommended café, it would be worth coming for Gladys’s smile. Her cozy alleyway restaurant is rich in atmosphere with its mahogany bar and native stone walls, making dining a double delight. While you’re here, pick up a $5 or $10 bottle of her special hot sauce. There are mustard-, oil and vinegar–, and tomato-based versions; the tomato-based sauce is the hottest.  | Waterfront at Royal Dane Mall
            00802 | 340/774–6604 | AE | No dinner. 

        Greenhouse Bar & Restaurant. | Map
$$$ | AMERICAN |  The hip and hip-at-heart come to this bustling waterfront restaurant to eat, listen to music, and play games, both video and pool. Even the most finicky eater should find something to please on the eight-page menu that offers burgers, salads, and pizza served all day long, along with more upscale entrées such as peel-and-eat shrimp, Maine lobster, Alaskan king crab, and Black Angus prime rib for dinner. This is generally a family-friendly place, though the Two-for-Tuesdays happy hour and Friday-night live reggae music that starts thumping at 10 pm draw a lively,
                sometimes rambunctious, young-adult crowd.  | Waterfront Hwy. at Storetvaer Gade
            00802 | 340/774–7998 | www.thegreenhouserestaurant.com  | AE, D, MC, V.

        Hervé Restaurant & Wine Bar. | Map
$$$$ | FRENCH |  Well-prepared food, a waitstaff with fine attention to detail, and world-class old-world ambience make this a destination for special-occasion dining for both locals and visitors. In the glow of candlelight—at tables impeccably dressed with fine linens, silver settings, and sparkling crystal—you can start off with French-bred-and-trained Hervé Chassin’s crispy conch fritters served with a spicy-sweet mango chutney or a wilted spinach salad for two prepared tableside. Then, choose from such entrées as black-sesame-crusted tuna with a ginger-raspberry sauce or succulent roast duck with a ginger-tamarind sauce. The passion-fruit cheesecake
                is to die for. If dinner is out of your budget, go for lunch and order from among the quiches, salads, and grilled sandwiches served in the open-air bistro on the first floor.  | Government Hill
            00802 | 340/777–9703 | www.herverestaurant.com  | Reservations essential | AE, MC, V. 

        Virgilio’s. | Map

            $$$$ | ITALIAN |  For the island’s best northern Italian cuisine, don’t miss this intimate, elegant hideaway tucked on a quiet side street. Eclectic art covers the two-story brick walls, and the sound of opera sets the stage for a memorable meal. Come here for more than 40 homemade pastas topped with superb sauces—capellini with fresh tomatoes and garlic or peasant-style spaghetti in a rich tomato sauce with mushrooms and prosciutto. House specialties include osso buco and tiramisu—expertly crafted by chef Ernesto Garrigos, who has prepared these two dishes on the Discovery Channel’s Great Chefs of the World series.  | 18 Main St.
            00802 | 340/776–4920 | Reservations essential | AE, MC, V | Closed Sun.

        
            East End
        

        Agave Terrace.
$$$$ | SEAFOOD |  The freshest fish is what reels in the customers to this open-air restaurant in the Point Pleasant Resort. The catch of the day—a steak or a fillet—is served with choices of a dozen sauces, including teriyaki-mango and lime-ginger. If you get lucky on a sportfishing day charter, the chef will cook your fish if you bring it in by 3 pm. Come early and have a drink at the Lookout Lounge, which has breathtaking views of the British Virgins.  | Point Pleasant Resort, Rte. 38, Estate Smith Bay
            00802 | 340/775–4142 | www.agaveterrace.com | AE, MC, V | No lunch.

        Blue Moon Café. | Map
$$$ | AMERICAN |  Watch the serene scene of sailboats floating at anchor while supping; sunsets are especially spectacular here. Enjoy French toast topped with toasted coconut for breakfast, a grilled mahimahi sandwich with black olive–caper mayonnaise at lunch, or grilled Long Island duck breast marinated in lime juice and Cruzan spiced rum for dinner. No-see-ums, nearly invisible insects with a fierce bite, can be bothersome here at sunset, so bring bug spray.  | Secret Harbour Beach Resort, Rte. 32, Red Hook
            00802 | 340/779–2080 | www.bluemooncafevi.com  | AE, D, MC, V.

        Caribbean Saloon. | Map
$$$ | AMERICAN | Dine casually, watch sports on wide-screen TVs, and listen to live music on the weekends at this hip sports bar that’s in the center of the action in Red Hook. The menu ranges from finger-licking barbecue ribs to more sophisticated fare such has the signature filet mignon wrapped in bacon and smothered in melted Gorgonzola cheese. There’s always a catch of the day; the fishing fleet is only steps away. A late-night menu is available from 10 pm until 4 am.  | Rte. 32 at American
                Yacht Harbor, Bldg B., Red Hook
            00802 | 340/775–7060 | www.caribbeansaloon.com | MC, V.

        Duffy’s Love Shack. | Map
$–$$ | ECLECTIC |  If the floating bubbles don’t attract you to this zany eatery, the lime-green shutters, loud rock music, and fun-loving waitstaff just might. It’s billed as the “ultimate tropical drink shack,” and the bartenders shake up such exotic concoctions as the Love Shack Volcano—a 50-ounce flaming extravaganza. The menu has a selection of burgers, tacos, burritos, and salads. Try the grilled mahimahi taco salad or jerk Caesar wrap. Wednesday night is usually a theme party complete with giveaways.  | Rte. 32, Red Hook
            00802 | 340/779–2080 | www.duffysloveshack.com  | No credit cards.

        Molly Molone’s. | Map
$$$ | IRISH |  This dockside eatery has a devoted following among local boaters, who swear by the traditional American and Irish fare. Opt for eggs Benedict or rashers of Irish sausages and eggs for breakfast, or fork into fish-and-chips, Irish stew, or bangers and mash (sausage and mashed potatoes) for lunch or dinner. Beware: the resident iguanas will beg for table scraps—bring your camera.  | Rte. 32 at American Yacht Harbor, Bldg. D, Red Hook
            00802 | 340/775–1270 | MC, V.

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Old Stone Farmhouse. | Map
$$$$ | ECLECTIC |  Dine in the splendor of a beautifully restored plantation house. Come early and sidle up to the beautiful mahogany bar, where you can choose from an extensive wine list. Then, tuck into a jumbo lump crab cake that’s full of crab as an appetizer; move on to executive chef–owner Charles Mereday’s handmade ravioli stuffed with eggplant, roasted tomatoes, and pesto; and finish with a decadent banana tart topped with roasted-banana ice cream and rum sauce. Personalized attention makes dining here a delight.  | Rte. 42, 1 mi (1½ km) west of entrance to Mahogany Run Golf Course, Estate Lovenlund
            00802 | 340/777–6277  | www.oldstonefarmhouse.com  | Reservations essential | AE, MC, V | Closed Mon.

        Romano’s Restaurant & Art Gallery. | Map
$$$$ | ITALIAN |  Inside this huge old stucco house, superb northern Italian cuisine is served in dining rooms where the walls are lined with works of art painted by doubly talented owner–chef Tony Romano. Try the pastas, either with a classic ragout or with one of Tony’s more unique creations, such as a cream sauce with mushrooms, prosciutto, pine nuts, and Parmesan. There’s classic osso bucco and veal scaloppini, too. If you like the food here, you may be interested to know that Romano offers his personal chef services at villas and condos.  | Rte. 388 at Coki Point, Estate Frydendal
            00802 | 340/775–0045 | www.romanosrestaurant.com  | Reservations essential | MC, V | Closed Sun. No lunch.

        
            South Shore
        

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Havana Blue. | Map | Photo
$$$$ | ECLECTIC |  The cuisine here is described as Cuban-Asian, but the dining experience is out of this world. A glowing wall of water meets you as you enter, and then you’re seated at a table laid with linen and silver that’s illuminated in a soft blue light radiating from above. Be sure to sample the mango mojito, made with fresh mango, crushed mint, and limes. Entrées include coconut-chipotle ceviche, sugarcane-glazed pork tenderloin medallions, and the signature dish, miso sea bass. Hand-rolled cigars and aged rums finish the night off in true Cuban style. For something really special, request an
                exclusive table for two set on Morning Star Beach—you get a seven-course tasting menu, champagne, and your own personal waiter, all for $350 for two.  | Morningstar Beach Resort, Rte. 315
            00802 | 340/715–2583 | www.havanabluerestaurant.com  | Reservations essential | No lunch. 

        Randy’s Bar & Bistro. | Map
$$$–$$$$ | ECLECTIC |  There’s no view here—even though you’re at the top of a hill—but the somewhat hidden location has helped to keep this one of the island’s best dining secrets. This wine shop and deli caters to a local lunch crowd. At night, you forget you’re tucked into a nearly windowless building. The tableside bread for starters is a thick, crusty focaccia flavored with nearly 10 different vegetables. Try the Brie-stuffed filet mignon or the rack of lamb. After-dinner cigars and wine complete the experience.  | Al Cohen’s Plaza, atop Raphune Hill, ½ mi (¾ km) east of Charlotte Amalie
            00802 | 340/777–3199 | AE, D, MC, V.

        Shipwreck Tavern.
$$$ | AMERICAN | Come here for the burgers, ¾ pound of beef and topped with just about anything you like—blue cheese, cheddar, onions, mushrooms, tomato. Chicken is available, too, as are veggie burgers. Fridays it’s half price on burgers all day. Prime rib, fried chicken, and meat loaf are also on the menu. This isn’t the place for quiet dining. Several wall-mounted TVs all tuned to different channels, a large central bar, video slot machines, and a pool table keep the action hopping.  | Rte. 30 across from Havensight Mall, Havensight
            00802 | 340/777–1293 | www.shipwreckstthomas.com | AE, MC, V.

        Wikked.
$$$ | ECLECTIC |Sit dockside, overlooking the megayachts, and tuck into anything but the same old restaurant fare. Try calamari nachos, coconut rum flamed tuna, melt-in-your-mouth smoked brisket, or vegetarian selections such as grilled barbecue tandoori tofu. Feed the huge tarpon that swim under the dock during the daily happy hour. Not hungry? This place makes the best mojitos.  | Rte. 38, in Yacht Haven Grande, Yacht Haven Grande
            00802 | 340/775–8953 | www.wikkedrestaurant.com | AE, MC, V.

        
            West End
        

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Craig & Sally’s. | Map
$$$$ | ECLECTIC |  In the heart of Frenchtown, culinary wizard Sally Darash shows off her tasty creativity by never duplicating a menu. Her inspiration is pure local; it may start when a French fisherman shows up on her doorstep with a fish wiggling at the end of his speargun or when a community matriarch brings by bunches of fresh basil and thyme. The result may be a yellowfin tuna ceviche or roasted eggplant cheesecake with a basil chiffonade. Husband Craig, who has a wry humor, maintains a 300-bottle wine list that’s won accolades.  | 22 Honduras St., Frenchtown
            00802 | 340/777–9949 | www.craigandsallys.com  | AE, MC, V | Closed Mon. and Tues. No lunch weekends. 

        Hook, Line & Sinker. | Map
$$$ | SEAFOOD |  Anchored right on the breezy Frenchtown waterfront, adjacent to the pastel-painted boats of the local fishing fleet, this harbor-view eatery serves high-quality fish dishes. The almond-crusted yellowtail snapper is a house specialty. Spicy jerk-seasoned swordfish and grilled tuna topped with a yummy mango-rum sauce are also good bets. This is one of the few independent restaurants serving Sunday brunch.  | Frenchtown Mall,
            2 Honduras St., Frenchtown 
            00802 | 340/776–9708 | www.hooklineandsinkervi.com  | AE, MC, V.

        Tickle’s Dockside Pub. | Map
$$ | AMERICAN |  Nautical types as well as the local working crowd come here for casual fare with homey appeal: chicken-fried steak, meat loaf with mashed potatoes, and baby back ribs. Hearty breakfasts feature eggs and pancakes, and lunch is a full array of burgers, salads, sandwiches, and soups. From November through April, the adjacent marina is full of megayachts that make for some great eye candy while you dine.  | Crown Bay Marina, Rte. 304, Estate Contant
            00802 | 340/776–1595 | ticklesdocksidepub.com  | AE, D, MC, V.

        
            WHERE TO STAY
        

        
            Of the USVI, St. Thomas has the most rooms and the greatest number and variety of resorts. You can let yourself be pampered at a luxurious resort—albeit at a price of $300 to more than $600 per night, not including meals. If your means are more modest, there are fine hotels (often with rooms that have a kitchen and a living area) in lovely settings throughout the island. There are also guesthouses and inns with great views (if not a beach at your door) and great service at about half the cost of what you’ll pay at the beachfront pleasure palaces. Many of these are east and north of Charlotte Amalie or overlooking hills—ideal if you plan to get out and mingle with the locals. There are also inexpensive lodgings (most right in town) that are perfect if you just want a clean room to return to after a day of exploring or beach-bumming.
        

        
            East End condominium complexes are popular with families. Although condos are pricey (winter rates average $350 per night for a two-bedroom unit, which usually sleeps six), they have full kitchens, and you can definitely save money by cooking for yourself—especially if you bring some of your own nonperishable foodstuffs. (Virtually everything on St. Thomas is imported, and restaurants and shops pass shipping costs on to you.) Though you may spend some time laboring in the kitchen, many condos ease your burden with daily maid service and on-site restaurants; a few also have resort amenities, including pools and tennis courts. The East End is convenient to St. John, and it’s a hub for the boating crowd, with some good restaurants. The prices below reflect rates in high season, which runs from December 15 to April 15. Rates are 25% to 50% lower the rest of the year.
        

        
            Private Villas and Condominiums
        

        St. Thomas has a wide range of private villas, from modest two-bedroom houses to luxurious five-bedroom mansions. Most will require that you book for seven nights during high season, five in low season. A minimum stay of up to two weeks is often required during the Christmas season. You can arrange private villa rentals through various agents who represent luxury residences and usually have both Web sites and brochures that show photos of the properties they represent. Some are suitable for travelers with disabilities, but be sure to ask specific questions about your own needs. Calypso Realty (Box 12178, 
            00801 | 340/774–1620 or 800/747–4858 | www.calypsorealty.com) specializes in rental properties around St. Thomas. McLaughlin-Anderson Villas (100 Blackbeard’s Hill, Suite 3 
            00802 | 340/776–0635 or 800/537–6246 | www.mclaughlinanderson.com) handles rental villas throughout the U.S. Virgin Islands, British Virgin Islands, and Grenada. Many villas and condominiums are in complexes on St. Thomas’s East End.

        
            Charlotte Amalie
        

        
            Accommodations in town and near town offer the benefits of being close to the airport, shopping, and a number of casual and fine-dining restaurants. The downside is that this is the most crowded and noisy area of the island. Crime can also be a problem. Don’t go for a stroll at night in the heart of town. Use common sense and take the same precautions you would in any major city. Properties along the hillsides are less likely to have crime problems, plus they command a steady breeze from the cool trade winds. This is especially important if you’re visiting in summer and early fall.
        

        The Green Iguana. | Map
$–$$ | HOTEL |  Atop Blackbeard’s Hill, this value-priced small hotel offers the perfect mix of gorgeous harbor views, proximity to shopping (five-minute walk), and secluded privacy provided by the surrounding flamboyant trees and bushy hibiscus. Accommodations range from a roomy, top-floor junior suite with two queen beds to a balcony room with queen bed and full kitchen. All rooms have refrigerators, microwave ovens, and coffeemakers. There’s also a picnic area with a gas barbecue grill. The managing couple lives on the property and is very helpful in giving restaurant, sightseeing, or beach suggestions. Pros:
                personalized service; near the center of town; laundry on premises. Cons: need a car to get around; neighborhood is sketchy at night.  | 37B Blackbeard’s Hill
            00802 | 340/776–7654 or 800/484–8825 | www.thegreeniguana.com | 6 rooms | In-room: kitchen (some), refrigerator, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: pool, laundry facilities, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, MC, V | EP. 

        Hotel 1829. | Map
$–$$ | HOTEL |  Antique charm—though some may simply call it old—is readily apparent in this rambling 19th-century merchant’s house, from the hand-painted Moroccan tiles to a Tiffany window. Rooms on several levels range from stylish and spacious suites with vaulted ceilings to tiny but cozy rooms. The bar is open nightly and attracts locals as well as hotel guests. The second-floor botanical gardens and open-air champagne bar are romantic spots for sunset viewing. Main Street, with its duty-free shops, is a block away. Pros: close to attractions; old-world charm; breakfast served on the verandah. Cons: small rooms; tour groups during the day; neighborhood dicey at night.  | Government Hill, Box 1567 
            00804 | 340/776–1829 or 800/524–2002 | www.hotel1829.com | 15 rooms | In-room: no phone, refrigerator, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: bar, pool, no kids under 12 | AE, D, MC, V | CP. 

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Villa Santana. | Map | Photo
$$ | HOTEL |  Built by exiled General Antonio López Santa Anna of Mexico, this 1857 landmark provides a panoramic view of the harbor and plenty of West Indian charm, which will make you feel as if you’re living in a charming slice of Virgin Islands history. Each of the rooms is unique and lovely. Our two favorites are La Mansion, a former library that is now an elegant villa with a large living area crowned by cathedral ceilings, full kitchen, two baths, and four-poster bed; and El Establo, a three-bedroom house with a full kitchen and laundry facilities that is rented by the week. Modern amenities
                aren’t lacking; you can even sit by the pool with your laptop and indulge in wireless Internet access. Pros: historic charm; plenty of privacy. Cons: not on a beach; no restaurant; need a car to get around.  | 2D Denmark Hill 
            00802 | 340/776–1311  | www.villasantana.com | 6 rooms | In-room: no a/c (some), no phone, kitchen (some), no TV (some), Wi-Fi. In-hotel: pool  | AE, MC, V | EP. 

        Windward Passage Hotel. | Map
$$–$$$ | HOTEL |  Business travelers, those on their way to the British Virgin Islands, or laid-back vacationers who want the convenience of being able to walk to duty-free shopping, sights, and restaurants stay at this harborfront hotel. But if your ideal Caribbean beach vacation means having the beach at your doorstep, this isn’t the place for you, despite the presence of a free beach shuttle. Contemporary rooms have such amenities as coffeemakers, hair dryers, ironing boards, and irons. An introductory dive lesson with Admiralty Dive Center is complimentary.
            Pros: walking distance to Charlotte Amalie; nice harbor views. Cons: basic rooms; on a busy street; no water sports.  | Waterfront Hwy., Box 640 
            00804 | 340/774–5200 or 800/524–7389 | www.windwardpassage.com  | 140 rooms, 11 suites | In-room: safe, refrigerator. In-hotel: restaurant, room service, bar, pool, gym, diving, laundry service, Wi-Fi | AE, D, DC, MC, V | EP. 

        
            East End
        

        
            You can find most of the large, luxurious beachfront resorts on St. Thomas’s East End. The downside is that these properties are about a 30-minute drive from town and a 45-minute drive from the airport (substantially longer during peak hours). On the upside, they tend to be self-contained, plus there are a number of good restaurants, shops, and water-sports operators in the area. Once you’ve settled in, you don’t need a car to get around.
        

        The Anchorage Beach Resort. | Map
$$$$ | VACATION CONDO |  A beachfront setting and homey conveniences that include full kitchens and washer–dryer units are what attract families to these two- and three-bedroom suites on Cowpet Bay next to the St. Thomas Yacht Club. The complex has two lighted tennis courts, a freshwater pool, and an informal restaurant. The tiny security gate at the main entrance can be a tight squeeze, especially if two cars are trying to come and go at the same time. Petty thefts have proved problematic in this neighborhood, so keep an eye out for valuables on the beach, and keep your doors locked.
            Pros: on the beach; good amenities. Cons: small pool; noisy neighbors; need a car to get around.  | Rte. 317, Estate Nazareth | Antilles Resorts, Box 24786, Christiansted, St. Croix 
            00824-0786 | 800/874–7897  | www.antillesresorts.com | 11 suites | In-room: kitchen. In-hotel: restaurant, bar, gym, tennis courts, pool, beachfront, laundry facilities | AE, D, MC, V | EP. 

        Caribbean Style. | Map
$$ | VACATION CONDO |  Couples will enjoy the romantic feel of these private, waterfront, individually decorated condos and the personal attention of owner and longtime island resident Juliana Van Dongen. Each has a king-size bed, a reading and video library, and a kitchen stocked with breakfast foods and special requests, such as your favorite ice cream or preferred brand of rum. You can literally toss an ice cube into the sea from the hammock or lounge chairs on the private porches of the two smaller condos, and the two larger condos are only about 20 feet away from the rocky waterfront. Vessup Beach and water sports are a 10-minute walk away. Couples who would like
                to tie the knot will find that wedding arrangements, including professional photography, are the owner’s specialty. Pros: waterfront location; homey rooms; romantic atmosphere. Cons: no water sports; need a car to get around; bugs are a problem.  | Rte. 317 at Cabrita Point, Estate Vessup Bay | 6501 Red Hook Plaza, Suite 201, 
            00802 | 340/715–1117 or 800/593–1390 | www.cstylevi.com/cstyle_new/html | 4 1-bedroom condos | In-room: kitchen. In-hotel: pool, water sports, no kids under 15, no-smoking rooms | AE, MC, V | CP. 

        Point Pleasant Resort. | Map
$$$–$$$$ | RESORT |  Hilltop suites give you an eagle’s-eye view of the East End and beyond, and those in a building adjacent to the reception area offer incredible sea views. Sea-level junior suites, where the sounds of lapping waves will lull you to sleep, are smaller. There’s a resort shuttle, but some walking up steep hills is necessary. The beach is tiny, though some may call it wonderfully private, but three pools give you more swimming and sunning options. The property also has a labyrinth of well-marked nature trails to explore. If you like seafood, don’t miss dinner at the Agave Terrace restaurant; Fungi’s on the Beach is a casual alternative.
                Pros: lush setting; convenient kitchens; pleasant pools. Cons: steep climb from beach; need a car to get around; some rooms need refurbishing.  | 6600 Rte. 38, Estate Smith Bay
            00802 | 340/775–7200 or 800/524–2300 | www.pointpleasantresort.com | 128 suites | In-room: safe, kitchen. In-hotel: 2 restaurants, bar, tennis court, pools, gym, beachfront, laundry facilities, Internet terminal | AE, D, DC, MC, V | EP. 

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Ritz-Carlton, St. Thomas. | Map | Photo
$$$$ | RESORT |  Everything sparkles at the island’s most luxurious resort, from the in-room furnishings and amenities to the infinity pool, white-sand beach, and turquoise sea beyond. Spacious guest rooms, with high-speed Internet access, private balconies, and marble bathrooms with deep soaking tubs, are in buildings fanning out from the main building. Six somewhat institutional-looking buildings, with two- and three-bedroom condos, sit on their own adjacent beach. The spa, salon, and fitness center serve adults, both body and soul; the Ritz Kids program packs in a full day of activities
                for kids, including collecting seashells and feeding iguanas. A 54-foot catamaran is a must-do for a day or sunset sail. Pros: gorgeous views; great water-sports facilities; beautiful beach; airport shuttle. Cons: service can sometimes be spotty for such an upscale hotel; food and drink can lack flair and are expensive ($15 hamburger, $9.75 piña colada); half-hour or more drive to town and airport.  | Rte. 317, Box 6900, Estate Great Bay
            00802 | 340/775–3333 or 800/241–3333 | www.ritzcarlton.com | 255 rooms, 20 suites, 2 villas, 81 condos | In-room: safe, refrigerator, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: 4 restaurants, room service, bars, tennis courts, pools, gym, spa, beachfront, water sports, children’s programs (ages 4–12), laundry service, Internet terminal, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, DC, MC, V | EP. 

        Sapphire Beach Condominium Resort & Marina. | Map
$$$–$$$$ | CONDO RESORT |  A beautiful half-mile-long white-sand beach is the real ace here, because accommodations can be hit-or-miss depending on whether you book with a private condo owner (hit) or the management company (miss). There’s still a weathered-wood look to the outside of the buildings that translates to the same on the inside of some units. The property is nicely landscaped on the ocean side, but away from the beach are a long-awaited convention center, marina office, and shopping complex that is still just a big grassy spot occupied by the odd car and piece of construction equipment. Restaurants, both by the pool bar and
                reception area, tend to come and go here. However, there are several good restaurants in Red Hook, a five-minute drive or 15-minute walk on a busy road away. Snorkeling equipment, floating mats, one windsurfing lesson, and one sail on a Sunfish are complimentary, as is a two-day car rental.
            Pros: beachfront location; water sports abound; near ferries. Cons: some rooms need refurbishing; restaurant fare limited; some construction noise.  | 6720 Estate Smith Bay 
            00802 | 800/524–2090, 340/773–9150, or 800/874–7897 | www.antillesresorts.com  | 171 condos | In-room: kitchen (some). In-hotel: restaurant, bar, tennis courts, pool, beachfront, water sports  | AE, MC, V | EP. 

        Sapphire Village. | Map
$$–$$$ | CONDO RESORT |  These high-rise towers feel more like apartment buildings than luxury resorts, so if you’re looking for a home away from home, this might be the place. There are full kitchens, so you can avoid pricey restaurant meals. The view from your balcony is the marina and the ocean. The beach, a spectacular half mile of white sand, is a five-minute walk down the hill. There’s a restaurant on the property. Additional restaurants, a shopping complex, and ferries to St. John are in nearby Red Hook. Pros: within walking distance of Red Hook; nice views; secluded feel. Cons: small rooms; limited dining options; noisy neighbors.  | Rte. 38, Sapphire Bay | Antilles Resorts, Box 24786, Christiansted, St. Croix 
            00824-0786 | 340/779–1540 or 800/874–7897 | www.antillesresorts.com | 15 condos | In-room: kitchen. In-hotel: restaurant, bar, tennis courts, pools, beachfront, water sports, laundry facilities | AE, D, MC, V | EP. 

        Secret Harbour Beach Resort. | Map
$$$$ | CONDO RESORT |  There’s not a bad view from these low-rise studio, one-, and two-bedroom condos, which are either beachfront or perched on a hill overlooking an inviting cove. All units, which have white-tile floors and tropical-print wood and wicker furnishings, are spacious; even the studios are more than 600 square feet and certainly big enough for a family with two children. The pool is small, but the beach is the real focal point here. Calm seas make for excellent swimming, and snorkeling is especially good near the small dock to the east of the cove, where coral outcroppings attract a bevy of marine life. Watch spectacular sunsets from your
                balcony or the beachfront bar. Kids under 13 stay free, making this a good value for families. Pros: beautiful beach; good restaurant; secluded location. Cons: some rooms are small; car needed to get around; condo owners are territorial about beach chairs.  | Rte. 317, Box 6280, Estate Nazareth
            00802-1104 | 340/775–6550 or 800/524–2250 | www.secretharbourvi.com | 49 suites  | In-room: kitchen. In-hotel: restaurant, bar, tennis courts, pool, gym, beachfront, diving, water sports | AE, MC, V | CP. 

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Wyndham Sugar Bay Resort & Spa. | Map
$$$$ | ALL-INCLUSIVE |  Though this terra-cotta high-rise is surrounded by palm trees and lush greenery, rooms and the walkways between them have a bit of a generic feel. However, the sixth and seventh levels of Building D have spectacular ocean views. A complete renovation added plantation-style guest-room furnishings, plush carpeting, and marble-tile bathrooms. The beach is small, although the nearby pool is replete with waterfalls and colorful cabanas housing hair braiders and henna tattoo artists that make a day of lounging here idyllic. It’s a 99-step hike from guest rooms, however. Health buffs enjoy the full-service spa and health club, as well as the outdoor fitness trail. If you’re
                feeling lucky, head to the Ocean Club Gaming Center, where there are 95 video slot machines. Pros: gorgeous pool area; full-service spa; on-site casino. Cons: some steps to climb; small beach; limited dining options.  | Rte. 38, Box 6500, Estate Smith Bay 
            00802 | 340/777–7100 or 800/927–7100 | www.wyndham.com | 294 rooms, 7 suites | In-room: safe, refrigerator. In-hotel: 5 restaurants, room service, bar, tennis courts, pool, gym, spa, beachfront, water sports, children’s programs (ages 4–12), laundry service | AE, D, DC, MC, V | AI. 

        
            South Shore
        

        
            The south shore of St. Thomas connects town to the east end of the island via a beautiful road that rambles along the hillside with frequent peeks between the hills for a view of the ocean and, on a clear day, of St. Croix some 40 mi (64 km) to the south. The resorts here are on their own beaches. They offer several opportunities for water sports, as well as land-based activities, fine dining, and evening entertainment.
        

        Bolongo Bay Beach Resort. | Map
$$–$$$ | RESORT |  All the rooms at this family-run resort tucked along a 1,000-foot-long palm-lined beach have balconies with ocean views; down the beach are 12 studio and two-bedroom condos with full kitchens. This place is more homey than fancy, but the friendliness of the longtime staff keeps visitors coming back. The beach is a bit rocky for swimming, but sails aboard the resort’s 53-foot catamaran and excursions arranged by the on-site dive shop are popular. You can opt out of the all-inclusive plan and pay less, but then you’d want to rent a car, because the resort is a bit isolated. The fresh seafood-stuffed 1-pound spiny lobster at the Lobster Grille Restaurant
                shouldn’t be missed.
            Pros: family-run property; on the beach; water sports abound. Cons: a bit run-down; on a busy road; need a car to get around.  | Rte. 30, Box 7150, Estate Bolongo
            00802 | 340/775–1800 or 800/524–4746 | www.bolongobay.com | 65 rooms, 12 condos | In-room: safe, kitchen (some), refrigerator. In-hotel: 2 restaurants, bar, tennis courts, pool, beachfront, diving, water sports | AE, D, DC, MC, V | AI or EP. 

        Marriott Frenchman’s Reef & Morning Star Beach Resorts. | Map
$$$$ | RESORT |  Set majestically on a promontory overlooking the east side of Charlotte Amalie’s harbor, Frenchman’s Reef is the high-rise full-service superhotel, whereas Morning Star is the even more upscale boutique property nestled along the fine white-sand beach. Mahogany furniture, flat-screen televisions, and Wi-Fi connections are in all the rooms. Meals here include lavish buffets for breakfast and dinner. Live entertainment and dancing, scheduled activities for all ages, and an hourly boat that shuttles guests to town make having fun easy. Pros: beachfront location;
                good dining options; plenty of activities. Cons: musty smell on lower levels; long walk between resorts; a crowded cruise-ship feel.  | Rte. 315, Box 7100, Estate Bakkeroe 
            00801 | 340/776–8500 or 800/233–6388 | www.marriott.com | 479 rooms, 27 suites | In-room: safe, refrigerator, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: 4 restaurants, room service, bar, tennis courts, pools, gym, spa, beachfront, children’s programs (ages 4–12) | AE, D, DC, MC, V | EP. 

        
            West End
        

        
            A few properties are in the hills overlooking Charlotte Amalie to the west or near French Town, which is otherwise primarily residential.
        

        Best Western Emerald Beach Resort. | Map
$$–$$$ | HOTEL |  You get beachfront ambience at this reasonably priced miniresort tucked beneath the palm trees, but the tradeoff is that it’s directly across from a noisy airport runway. You’ll definitely want to spend time on the white-sand beach, which can be seen from nearly every room in the four three-story, peach-color buildings. Rooms are acceptable, but the tropical-print bedspreads and rattan furnishings look worn. Stay here if you need the beach on a budget or if you have an early-morning flight. Pros: beachfront location; good value; great Sunday brunch. Cons: airport noise until 10 pm; on a busy road; limited water sports.  | 8070 Lindberg Bay 
            00802 | 340/777–8800 or 800/780–7234 | www.emeraldbeach.com | 90 rooms | In-room: refrigerator. In-hotel: restaurant, bar, tennis courts, pool, gym, beachfront | AE, D, MC, V | CP. 

        Island View Guesthouse. | Map
$–$$ | B&B |  Perched 545 feet up the face of Crown Mountain, this small inn has a homey feel; the hands-on owners can book tours or offer tips about the best sightseeing spots. Rooms range from a suite with a kitchenette that’s perfect for families to two simply furnished verandah rooms that share a bath. The two verandah rooms and six poolside rooms have no air-conditioning, but at this altitude there’s always a breeze. Six of the rooms have kitchenettes, so you wouldn’t have to eat out for every meal. There’s an honor bar for drinks and snacks and a communal verandah where guests congregate for continental breakfasts and home-cooked dinners. Pros: spectacular views; friendly atmosphere; good value. Cons: small pool; need a car to get around.  | Rte. 332, Box 1903, Estate Contant
            00803 | 340/774–4270 or 800/524–2023 | www.islandviewstthomas.com | 12 rooms, 10 with bath | In-room: no a/c (some), kitchen (some). In-hotel: pool, laundry facilities | AE, MC, V | CP. 

        
            NIGHTLIFE AND THE ARTS
        

        
            On any given night, especially in season, you can find steel-pan orchestras, rock and roll, piano music, jazz, broken-bottle dancing (actual dancing atop broken glass), disco, and karaoke. Pick up a free copy of the bright yellow 
            St. Thomas–St. John This Week
             magazine when you arrive (it can be found at the airport, in stores, and in hotel lobbies). The back pages list who’s playing where. The Friday edition of the 
            Daily News
             carries complete listings for the upcoming weekend.
        

        
            Nightlife
        

        
            Bars
        

        Agave Terrace | Map

             (Point Pleasant Resort, Rte. 38, Estate Smith Bay 
            00802 | 340/775–4142) sometimes has an island-style steel-pan band, which is a treat that should not be missed. Steel-pan music resonates after dinner here on Tuesday and Thursday.

        At Duffy’s Love Shack (Route 32, Red Hook Plaza, Red Hook 
            00802 | 340/779–2080) a live band and dancing under the stars are the big draws for locals and visitors alike.

        Epernay Bistro & Wine Bar 

        (Frenchtown Mall, 24-A Honduras St., Frenchtown
             00802 | 340/774–5348) is an intimate nightspot with small tables for easy chatting, wine and champagne by the glass, and a spacious dance floor. Mix and mingle with island celebrities. The action runs from 4 pm until the wee hours Monday through Saturday.

        Greenhouse Bar & Restaurant 

        (Waterfront Hwy. at Storetvaer Gade, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/774–7998) closes for dinner at 10 pm. Once this favorite eatery puts away the salt and pepper shakers, it becomes a rock-and-roll club with a DJ or live reggae bands raising the weary to their feet six nights a week.

        Iggies Beach Bar 

        (Bolongo Bay Beach Resort, Rte. 30, Box 7150, Estate Bolongo
             00802 | 340/775–1800) offers karaoke, so you can sing along to the sounds of the surf or the latest hits at this beachside lounge. There are live bands on weekends, and you can dance inside or kick up your heels under the stars. At the adjacent Beach House restaurant, there’s Carnival Night, complete with steel-pan music on Wednesday.

        Ritz-Carlton, St. Thomas 

        (Rte. 317, Estate Great Bay
             00802 | 340/775–3333) has steel-pan music at the bar on Monday night. 

        
            The Arts
        

        
            Theater
        

        Pistarkle Theater

         (Tillett Gardens, Rte. 38, across from Tutu Park Shopping Mall, Estate Tutu
             00802 | 340/775–7877), which is in the Tillett Gardens complex, is air-conditioned and has more than 100 seats; the theater hosts a dozen or more productions annually, plus a children’s summer drama camp. 

        Reichhold Center for the Arts 

        (Rte. 30 across from Brewers Beach, Estate Lindberg Bay
             00802 | 340/693–1559), an amphitheater, has its more expensive seats covered by a roof. Schedules vary, so check the paper to see what’s on when you’re in town. Throughout the year there’s an entertaining mix of local plays, dance exhibitions, and music of all types.

        
            SHOPPING
        

        
            Fodor’s Choice |
            St. Thomas lives up to its billing as a duty-free shopping destination. Even if shopping isn’t your idea of how to spend a vacation, you still may want to slip in on a quiet day (check the cruise-ship listings—Monday and Sunday are usually the least crowded) to browse. Among the best buys are liquor, linens, china, crystal (most stores will ship), and jewelry. The amount of jewelry available makes this one of the few items for which comparison shopping is worth the effort. Local crafts include shell jewelry, carved calabash bowls, straw brooms, woven baskets, and dolls. Creations by local doll maker Gwendolyn Harley—like her costumed West Indian market woman—have been little goodwill ambassadors, bought by visitors from as far away as Asia. Spice mixes, hot sauces, and tropical jams and jellies are other native products.
        

        
            On St. Thomas, stores on Main Street in Charlotte Amalie are open weekdays and Saturday 9 to 5. The hours of the shops in the Havensight Mall (next to the cruise-ship dock) and the Crown Bay Commercial Center (next to the Crown Bay cruise-ship dock) are the same, though occasionally some stay open until 9 on Friday, depending on how many cruise ships are anchored nearby. You may also find some shops open on Sunday if cruise ships are in port. Hotel shops are usually open evenings, as well.
        

        
            There’s no sales tax in the USVI, and you can take advantage of the $1,200 duty-free allowance per family member (remember to save your receipts). Although you can find the occasional salesclerk who will make a deal, bartering isn’t the norm.
        

        
            AREAS AND MALLS
        

        
            The prime shopping area in 
            Charlotte Amalie
             is between Post Office and Market squares; it consists of two parallel streets that run east–west (Waterfront Highway and Main Street) and the alleyways that connect them. Particularly attractive are the historic 
            A. H. Riise Alley, Royal Dane Mall, Palm Passage,
             and pastel-painted 
            International Plaza.
            Vendors Plaza,
             on the waterfront side of Emancipation Gardens in Charlotte Amalie, is a central location for vendors selling handmade earrings, necklaces, and bracelets; straw baskets and handbags; T-shirts; fabrics; African artifacts; and local fruits. Look for the many brightly colored umbrellas.
        

        
            West of Charlotte Amalie, the pink-stucco 
            Nisky Center,
             on Harwood Highway about ½ mi (¾ km) east of the airport, is more of a hometown shopping center than a tourist area, but there’s a bank, clothing store, and Radio Shack.
        

        
            At the Crown Bay cruise-ship pier, the 
            Crown Bay Center,
             off the Harwood Highway in Sub Base about ½ mi (¾ km), has quite a few shops.
            Havensight Mall,
             next to the cruise-ship dock, may not be as charming as downtown Charlotte Amalie, but it does have more than 60 shops. It also has an excellent bookstore, a bank, a pharmacy, a gourmet grocery, and smaller branches of many downtown stores.The shops at 
            Port of $ale,
             adjoining Havensight Mall (its buildings are pink instead of brown), sell discount goods. Next door to Port of $ale is the 
            Yacht Haven Grande
             complex, a stunning megayacht marina with beautiful, safe walkways and many upscale shops.
        

        
            East of Charlotte Amalie on Route 38, 
            Tillett Gardens
             is an oasis of artistic endeavor across from the Tutu Park Shopping Mall. The late Jim and Rhoda Tillett converted this Danish farm into an artists’ retreat in 1959. Today you can watch artisans produce silk-screen fabrics, candles, pottery, and other handicrafts. Something special is often happening in the gardens as well: the Classics in the Gardens program is a classical music series presented under the stars, Arts Alive is an annual arts-and-crafts fair held in November, and the Pistarckle Theater holds its performances here. 
            Tutu Park Shopping Mall,
             across from Tillett Gardens, is the island’s one and only enclosed mall. More than 50 stores and a food court are anchored by Kmart and Plaza Extra grocery store. Archaeologists have discovered evidence that Arawak Indians once lived near the grounds.
        

        
            Red Hook has 
            American Yacht Harbor,
             a waterfront shopping area with a dive shop, a tackle store, clothing and jewelry boutiques, a bar, and a few restaurants.
        

        
            Specialty Items
        

        
            Art
        

        Camille Pissarro Art Gallery

         (14 Main St., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/774–4621), a second-floor gallery, is actually in the birthplace of St. Thomas’s famous artist, offering a fine collection of original paintings and prints by local and regional artists. 

        The Color of Joy

         (Rte. 317, about 100 yards west of Ritz-Carlton, Red Hook
             00802 | 340/775–4020) offers locally made arts and crafts, including pottery, batik, hand-painted linen-and-cotton clothing, glass plates and ornaments, and watercolors by owner Corinne Van Rensselaer. There are also original prints by many local artists.

        Gallery St. Thomas 

        (1 Main St., 2nd fl., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/777–6363) has a nice collection of fine art and collectibles in a charming space, including paintings, wood sculpture, glass, and jewelry that are from or inspired by the Virgin Islands.

        Mango Tango 

        (Al Cohen’s Plaza, ½ mi [¾ km] east of Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/777–3060 | Yacht Haven Grande, Rte. 38
             00802 | 340/775–2789) sells and displays works by popular local artists—originals, prints, and note cards. There’s a one-person show at least one weekend a month, and the store also has the island’s largest humidor and a brand-name cigar gallery.

        
            Books
        

        Dockside Bookshop

         (Havensight Mall, Bldg. VI, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/774–4937) is packed with books for children, travelers, cooks, and historians, as well as a good selection of paperback mysteries, best sellers, art books, calendars, and prints. It also carries a selection of books written in and about the Caribbean and the Virgin Islands.

        
            Cameras and Electronics
        

        Boolchand’s 

        (31 Main St., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/776–0794 | Havensight Mall, Bldg. II, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/776–0302) sells brand-name cameras, audio and video equipment, and binoculars.

        Royal Caribbean

         (23 Main St., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/776–5449 | 33 Main St., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/776–4110 | Havensight Mall, Bldg. I, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/776–8890 | Rte. 38, Yacht Haven Grande
             00802 | 340/779–6364 | Crown Bay Commercial Center, Rte. 30, Crown Bay
             00802 | 340/779–6372) stocks a wide selection of cameras, camcorders, stereos, watches, and clocks.

        
            China and Crystal
        

        Little Switzerland 

        (5 Dronningens Gade, across from Emancipation Garden, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/776–2010 | 3B Main St., Charlotte Amalie | 340/776–2010 | Havensight Mall, Bldg. II, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/776–2198 | Yacht Haven Grand, Bldg. C, 38, Havensight
             00802 | 340/776–2546) carries crystal from Baccarat, Waterford, and Orrefors; and china from Kosta Boda, Rosenthal, and Wedgwood, among others. There’s also an assortment of Swarovski cut-crystal animals, gemstone globes, and many other affordable collectibles. It also does a booming mail-order business; ask for a catalog. 

        Scandinavian Center

         (Havensight Mall, Bldg. III, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/777–8620 or 877/454–8377 | Crown Bay Commercial Center, Rte. 30, Crown Bay
             00802 | 340/777–8620) has the best of Scandinavia, including Royal Copenhagen, Georg Jensen, Kosta Boda, and Orrefors. Owners Søren and Grace Blak make regular buying trips to northern Europe and are a great source of information on crystal. Online ordering is available if you want to add to your collection once home.

        
            Clothing
        

        Fresh Produce

         (Riise’s Alley, Charlotte Amalie
             00802  | 340/774–0807) doesn’t sell lime-green mangoes, peachy-pink guavas, or sunny-yellow bananas. But you will find these fun, casual colors in the Fresh Produce clothing line. This is one of only 16 stores to stock 100% of this California-created, tropical-feel line of apparel for women. Find dresses, shirts, slacks, and skirts in small to plus sizes as well as accessories such as bags and hats.

        Local Color

         (Royal Dane Mall, at Waterfront, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/774–2280 | Havensight Mall, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/774–3178) has clothes for men, women, and children among its brand-name wear such as Jams World, Fresh Produce, and Urban Safari. There’s also St. John artist Sloop Jones’s colorful, hand-painted island designs on cool dresses, T-shirts, and sweaters. Find tropically oriented accessories such as big-brim straw hats, bold-color bags, and casual jewelry.

        Nicole Miller 

        (24 Main St., at Palm Passage, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/774–8286), the New York designer, has created an exclusive motif for the USVI: a map of the islands, a cruise ship, and a tropical sunset. Find this print, and Miller’s full line of other designs, on ties, scarves, boxer shorts, sarongs, and dresses.

        Tommy Hilfiger 

        (Waterfront Hwy. at Trompeter Gade, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/777–1189) specializes in classic American jeans and sportswear, as well as trendy bags, belts, ties, socks, caps, and wallets.

        
            Food
        

        Belgian Chocolate Company

         ( Alley, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/777–5247) makes its beautiful chocolates before your eyes. Specialties include triple-chocolate rum truffles. You can find imported chocolates here as well. Both the homemade and imported come in decorative boxes, so they make great gifts.

        Cost-U-Less 

        (Rte. 38, ¼ mi [½ km] west of Rte. 39 intersection, Estate Donoe
             00802 | 340/777–3588) is the Caribbean equivalent of Costco and Sam’s Club and sells everything from soup to nuts, but in giant sizes and case lots. The meat-and-seafood department, however, has family-size portions. There’s a well-stocked fresh-produce section and a case filled with rotisserie chicken.

        Food Center

         (Rte. 32, Estate Frydenhoj
             00802 | 340/777–8806) sells fresh produce, meats, and seafood. There’s also an on-site bakery and deli with hot-and-cold prepared foods, which are the draw here, especially for those renting villas, condos, or charter boats in the East End area. 

        Fruit Bowl

         (Wheatley Center, Rtes. 38 and 313 intersection, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/774–8565) is the best place on the island to go for fresh fruits and vegetables. The store tripled its space in 2008 and added many ethnic, vegetarian, and health-food items.

        Gourmet Gallery

         (Crown Bay Marina, Rte. 304, Estate Contant
             00802 | 340/776–8555 | Havensight Mall, Bldg. VI, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/774–4948) is where visiting millionaires go to buy their caviar. There’s also an excellent and reasonably priced wine selection, as well as specialty ingredients for everything from tacos to curries to chow mein. A full-service deli offers imported meats, cheeses, and in-store prepared foods that are perfect for a gourmet picnic.

        Marina Market 

        (Rte. 32 across from Red Hook ferry, Red Hook
             00802 | 340/779–2411) has the best fresh meat and seafood on the island.

        Plaza Extra

         (Tutu Park Shopping Mall, Rte. 38, Estate Tutu
             00802 | 340/775–5646) is a large U.S.–style supermarket with everything you need from produce to meat, including fresh seafood, an excellent deli, and a bakery. There’s a liquor department, too.

        PriceSmart

         (Rte. 38 west of Fort Mylner, Estate Tutu
             00802 | 340/777–3430) carries everything from electronics to housewares in its members-only warehouse-size store. The meat, poultry, and seafood departments are especially popular. A small café in front sells pizzas, hot dogs, and the cheapest bottled water on the island—just $1 a pop.

        Pueblo Supermarket

         (Sub Base, ½ mi [¾ km] east of Crown Bay Marina, Estate Contant
             00802 | 340/774–4200 | Rte. 30, 1 mi [1½ km] north of Havensight Mall, Estate Thomas
             00802 | 340/774–2695) is a Caribbean chain that carries stateside brands of most products—but at higher prices because of shipping costs to the islands.

        
            Handicrafts
        

        Caribbean Marketplace

         (Havensight Mall, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/776–5400) is a great place to buy handicrafts from the Caribbean and elsewhere. Also look for Sunny Caribee spices, teas from Tortola, and coffee from Trinidad.

        Native Arts & Crafts Cooperative

         (Tolbod Gade across from Emancipation Garden, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/777–1153) is made up of a group of more than 40 local artists—including schoolchildren, senior citizens, and people with disabilities—who create the handcrafted items for sale here: African-style jewelry, quilts, calabash bowls, dolls, carved-wood figures, woven baskets, straw brooms, note cards, and cookbooks. This is also the site of the Virgin Islands Welcome Center.

        
            Jewelry
        

        Amsterdam Sauer 

        (1 Main St., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/774–2222 | Havensight Mall, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/776–3828 | Ritz-Carlton, Rte. 317, Estate Great Bay
             00802 | 340/779–2308) displays many one-of-a-kind designs at its three locations. The Imperial Topaz Collection at the Main Street store is a stunner. 

        Cardow Jewelry

         (33 Main St., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/776–1140 | Havensight Mall, Bldg. I, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/774–0530 or 340/774–5905 | Marriott Frenchman’s Reef Resort, Rte. 315, Estate Bakkeroe
             00802 | 340/774–0434) is a chain—with gold in several lengths, widths, sizes, and styles—along with diamonds, emeralds, and other precious gems. You’re guaranteed 40% to 60% savings off U.S. retail prices or your money will be refunded within 30 days of purchase.

        Colombian Emeralds 

        (30 Main St., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/777–5400 | Waterfront at A. H. Riise Mall, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/774–1033 | Havensight Mall, Bldg. V, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/774–2442), well known in the Caribbean, offers set and unset emeralds as well as gems of every description. The watch boutique carries upscale brands such as Ebel, Tissot, and Jaeger LeCoultre.

        At Diamonds International (31 Main St., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/774–3707 | 3 Drakes Passage, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/775–2010 | 7AB Drakes Passage, Charlotte Amalie | 340/774–1516 | Havensight Mall, Bldg. II, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/776–0040 | Crown Bay Center, Rte. 30, Crown Bay
             00802 | 340/779–7057 | Wyndham Sugar Bay Beach Club & Resort, Rte. 38, Estate Smith Bay
             00802 | 340/714–3248) just choose a diamond, emerald, or tanzanite gem and a mounting, and you can have your dream ring set in an hour. Famous for having the largest inventory of diamonds on the island, this shop welcomes trade-ins, has a U.S. service center, and offers free diamond earrings with every purchase.

        At H. Stern Jewelers (8 Main St., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/776–1939 | Havensight Mall, Bldg. II, Rte. 30, Havensight
            , 00802 | 340/776–1223 | Marriott Frenchman’s Reef Resort, Rte. 315, Estate Bakkeroe
            , 00802 | 340/776–3550), the World Collection of jewels set in modern, fashionable designs and an exclusive sapphire watch have earned this Brazilian jeweler a stellar name.

        Jewels 

        (Main St. at Riise’s Alley, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/777–4222 | Waterfront at Hibiscus Alley, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/777–4222 | Havensight Mall, Bldg. II, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/776–8590 | Yacht Haven Grande, Rte. 38, Havensight
             00802 | 340/776–1908 | Ritz-Carlton St. Thomas, Rte. 322, Estate Nazareth
             00802 | 340/776–7850) sells name-brand jewelry and watches in abundance. Designer jewelry lines include David Yurman, Bulgari, Chopard, and Penny Preville. The selection of watches is extensive, with brand names including Jaeger le Coultre, Tag Heuer, Breitling, Movado, and Gucci.

        Rolex Watches at A. H. Riise 

        (37 Main St., at Riise’s Alley, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/776–2303 | Havensight Mall, Bldg. II, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/776–4002) is the Virgin Islands’ official Rolex retailer, and this shop offers one of the largest selections of these fine timepieces in the Caribbean. An After Sales Service Center assures that your Rolex keeps on ticking for a lifetime.

        
            Leather Goods
        

        Coach Boutique at Little Switzerland 

        (5 Main St., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/776–2010) has a full line of fine leather handbags, belts, gloves, and more for women, plus briefcases and wallets for men. Accessories for both sexes include organizers, travel bags, and cell-phone cases.

        Zora’s 

        (Norre Gade across from Roosevelt Park, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/774–2559) specializes in fine, made-to-order leather sandals. There’s also a selection of locally made backpacks, purses, and briefcases in durable, brightly colored canvas.

        
            Linens
        

        At Fabric in Motion (Storetvaer Gade, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/774–2006) fine Italian linens share space with Liberty’s of London silky cottons, colorful batiks, cotton prints, ribbons, and accessories at this small shop.

        Mr. Tablecloth 

        (6–7 Main St., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/774–4343) has prices to please, and the friendly staff here will help you choose from the floor-to-ceiling selection of linens, from Tuscany lace tablecloths to Irish linen pillowcases.

        
            Liquor and Tobacco
        

        A. H. Riise Liquors & Tobacco

         (37 Main St., at Riise’s Alley, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/776–2303 | Havensight Mall, Bldg. I, Rte. 30, Havensight
             00802 | 340/776–7713) offers a large selection of tobacco (including imported cigars), as well as cordials, wines, and rare vintage Armagnacs, cognacs, ports, and Madeiras. It also stocks fruits in brandy and barware from England. Enjoy rum samples at the tasting bar.

        Al Cohen’s Discount Liquor

         (Rte. 30 across from Havensight Mall, Havensight
             00802 | 340/774–3690) has an extremely large wine selection in a warehouse-style store.

        Tobacco Discounters 

        (Port of $ale Mall, Rte. 30, next to Havensight Mall, Havensight
             00802 | 340/774–2256) carries a full line of discounted brand-name cigarettes, cigars, and tobacco accessories.

        
            Music
        

        Music Shoppe II

         (Rte. 30, Havensight Mall, Bldg. III, Havensight
            00802 | 340/774–1900) is a good place to buy the latest Caribbean releases on CD—steel pan, reggae, and calypso.

        
            Perfume
        

        Tropicana Perfume Shoppe

         (2 Main St., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/774–0010) is in an 18th-century Danish building and offers a large selection of fragrances for men and women, including those locally made by Gail Garrison from the essential oils of tropical fruits and flowers such as mango and jasmine.

        
            Toys
        

        Kmart 

        (Tutu Park Shopping Mall, Rte. 38, Estate Tutu
             00802 | 340/714–5839 | Lockhart Gardens, Rte. 38, Estate Long Bay 
            00802 | 340/774–4046) has five aisles of toys for boys and girls: Barbie dolls, hula hoops, computer games, dollhouses, talking teddies, and more.

        
            SPORTS AND ACTIVITIES
        

        
            Air Tours
        

        On the Charlotte Amalie waterfront next to Tortola Wharf, Air Center Helicopters (Waterfront, Charlotte Amalie
             00802  | 340/775–7335 or 800/619–0013 | www.aircenterhelicopters.com) offers two tours, both pretty pricey: a 17-minute tour of St. Thomas and St. John for $385, and a 25-minute tour that includes St. Thomas, St. John, and Jost Van Dyke priced at $565. Prices are for the entire helicopter, which can accommodate five passengers and a pilot. If you can afford the splurge, it’s a nice ride, but in truth, you can see most of the aerial sights Paradise Point, and there’s no place you can’t reach easily by car or boat.

        
            Boating and Sailing
        

        
            Calm seas, crystal waters, and nearby islands (perfect for picnicking, snorkeling, and exploring) make St. Thomas a favorite jumping-off spot for day- or weeklong sails or powerboat adventures. With more than 100 vessels from which to choose, St. Thomas is the charter-boat center of the U.S. Virgin Islands. You can go through a broker to book a sailing vessel with a crew or contact a charter company directly. Crewed charters start at approximately $2,400 per person per week, and bareboat charters can start at $1,800 per person for a 50- to 55-foot sailboat (not including provisioning), which can comfortably accommodate up to six people. If you want to rent your own boat, hire a captain. Most local captains are excellent tour guides.
        

        
            Single-day charters are also a possibility. You can hire smaller boats for the day, including the services of a captain if you wish to have someone take you on a guided snorkeling trip around the islands.
        

        Awesome Powerboat Rentals

         (6100 Red Hook Quarter, Red Hook
             00802 | 340/775–0860 | www.powerboatrentalsvi.com), at “P” dock offers 26-foot twin-engine catamarans for day charters. Rates range from $345 to $385 for a half or full day. A captain can be hired for $115 for a day. Island Yachts (6100 Red Hook Quarter, 18B, Red Hook
             00802 | 340/775–6666 or 800/524–2019 | www.iyc.vi) offers sail- or powerboats with or without crews. Luxury is the word at Magic Moments (American Yacht Harbor, Red Hook
             00802 | 340/775–5066 | www.yachtmagicmoments.com), where the crew of a 45-foot Sea Ray offers a pampered island-hopping snorkeling cruise. Nice touches include icy-cold eucalyptus-infused washcloths to freshen up with and a gourmet wine and lobster lunch. Nauti Nymph (6501 Red Hook Plaza, Suite 201, Red Hook
             00802 | 340/775–5066 | 800/734–7345 | www.nautinymph.com) has a large selection of 25- to 32-foot powerboats and power catamarans. Rates vary from $325 to $620 a day, including snorkeling gear, water skis, and outriggers, but not including fuel. You can hire a captain for $115 more. If you want to explore the Charlotte Amalie harbor, Hassel Island, and Water Island, Rentamotion (Yacht Haven Grande, Rte. 38, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/714–5545 | www.rentamotion.com) offers 12-foot inflatable boats that hold five people for $150 per day. Stewart Yacht Charters (6501 Red Hook Plaza, Suite 20, Red Hook
             00802 | 340/775–1358 or 800/432–6118 | www.stewartyachtcharters.com) is run by longtime sailor Ellen Stewart, who is an expert at matching clients with yachts for weeklong crewed charter holidays. Bareboat sail- and powerboats, including a selection of stable trawlers, are available at VIP Yacht Charters (South off Rte. 32, Estate Frydenhoj
             00802 | 340/774–9224 or 866/847–9224 | www.vipyachts.com), at Compass Point Marina.

        
            Bicycling
        

        Water Island Adventures

         (Water Island
             00802 | 340/714–2186 or 340/775–5770 | www.waterislandadventures.com) offers a cycling adventure to the USVI’s “newest” Virgin. You take a ferry ride from the West Indian Company dock near Havensight Mall to Water Island before jumping on a Cannondale mountain bike for a 90-minute tour over rolling hills on dirt and paved roads. Explore the remains of the Sea Cliff Hotel, reputedly the inspiration for Herman Wouk’s book Don’t Stop the Carnival, and then take a cooling swim at beautiful Honeymoon Beach. Helmets, water, a guide, juices, and ferry fare are included in the $65 cost.

        
            Diving and Snorkeling
        

        
            Popular dive sites include such wrecks as the 
            Cartanser Sr.,
             a beautifully encrusted World War II cargo ship sitting in 35 feet of water, and the 
            General Rogers,
             a Coast Guard cutter resting at 65 feet. Here you can find a gigantic resident barracuda. Reef dives offer hidden caves and archways at 
            Cow and Calf Rocks,
             coral-covered pinnacles at 
            Frenchcap,
             and tunnels where you can explore undersea from the Caribbean to the Atlantic at 
            Thatch Cay, Grass Cay,
             and 
            Congo Cay.
             Many resorts and charter yachts offer dive packages. A one-tank dive starts at $80; two-tank dives are $99 and up. Call the USVI Department of Tourism to obtain a free eight-page guide to Virgin Islands dive sites. There are plenty of snorkeling possibilities, too.
        

        Admiralty Dive Center

         (Windward Passage Hotel, Waterfront Hwy., Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/777–9802 or 888/900–3483 | www.admiraltydive.com) provides boat dives, rental equipment, and a retail store. Four-tank to 12-tank packages are available if you want to dive over several days.

        Blue Island Divers

         (Crown Bay Marina, Rte. 304, Estate Contant
             00802 | 340/774–2001 | www.blueislanddivers.com) is a full-service dive shop that offers both day and night dives to wrecks and reefs and specializes in custom dive charters.

        B.O.S.S. Underwater Adventure

         (Crown Bay Marina, Rte. 304, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/715–0348 | www.bossusvi.com) offers an alternative to traditional diving in the form of an underwater motor scooter called BOSS, or Breathing Observation Submersible Scooter. A 3½-hour tour, including snorkel equipment, rum punch, and towels, is $110 per person.

        Coki Beach Dive Club

         (Rte. 388, at Coki Point, Estate Frydendal
             00802 | 340/775–4220 | www.cokidive.com) is a PADI Gold Palm outfit run by avid diver Peter Jackson. Snorkeling and dive tours in the fish-filled reefs off Coki Beach are available, as are classes from beginner to underwater photography.

        Snuba of St. Thomas

         (Rte. 388, at Coki Point, Estate Smith Bay
             00802 | 340/693–8063 | www.visnuba.com) offers something for nondivers, a cross between snorkeling and scuba diving: a 20-foot air hose connects you to the surface. The cost is $68. Children must be eight or older to participate.

        St. Thomas Diving Club

         (Bolongo Bay Beach Resort, Rte. 30, Box 7150, Estate Bolongo
             00802 | 340/776–2381 | www.stthomasdivingclub.com) is another PADI five-star center that offers boat dives to the reefs around Buck Island and nearby offshore wrecks as well as multiday dive packages.

        
            Fishing
        

        
            Fishing here is synonymous with blue marlin angling—especially from June through October. Four 1,000-pound-plus blues, including three world records, have been caught on the famous North Drop, about 20 mi (32 km) north of St. Thomas. A day charter for marlin with up to six anglers costs $1,600 for the day. If you’re not into marlin fishing, try hooking sailfish in winter, dolphin (the fish, not the mammal) in spring, and wahoo in fall. Inshore trips for four hours start at $600. To find the trip that will best suit you, walk down the docks at either American Yacht Harbor or Sapphire Beach Marina in the late afternoon and chat with the captains and crews.
        

        For marlin, Captain Red Bailey’s Abigail III
            (Rte. 38, Sapphire Bay
             00802 | 340/775–6024 | www.visportfish.com) operates out of the Sapphire Beach Resort & Marina.

        The Charter Boat Center (6300 Red Hook Plaza, Red Hook
             00802 | 340/775–7990 | www.charterboat.vi) is a major source for sportfishing charters, both marlin and inshore.

        Captain Eddie Morrison, aboard the 45-foot Viking Marlin Prince (American Yacht Harbor, Red Hook
             00802 | 340/693–5929 | www.marlinprince.com), is one of the most experienced charter operators in St. Thomas and specializes in fly-fishing for blue marlin.

        For inshore or offshore trips, Double Header Sportfishing (Sapphire Bay Marina, Rte. 38 Sapphire Bay 
            00802 | 340/775–5274 | www.doubleheadersportfishing.net) offers trips out to the North Drop on its 40-foot sportfisher and half-day reef and bay trips aboard its two speedy 35-foot center consoles. 

        
            Guided Tours
        

        Accessible Adventures

         (340/775–2346 | www.accessvi.com) provides a 2- to 2½-hour island tour aboard a special trolley that’s especially suitable for those in wheelchairs. Tours go to major sights such as Magens Bay and Mountain Top and include a stop for shopping and refreshments. The cost is $34 per person. The VI Taxi Association St. Thomas City-Island Tour (340/774–4550 | www.vitaxi.com) gives a two-hour tour for two people in an open-air safari bus or enclosed van; aimed at cruise-ship passengers, this $29 tour includes stops at Drake’s Seat and Mountain Top. Other tours include a three-hour trip to Coki Beach with a
                shopping stop in downtown Charlotte Amalie for $35 per person, a three-hour tour that includes a trip up the St. Thomas Skyride for $38 per person, a three-hour trip to the Coral World Ocean Park for $45 per person, and a five-hour beach tour to St. John for $75 per person. For $35 to $40 for two, you can hire a taxi for a customized three-hour drive around the island. Make sure to see Mountain Top, as the view is wonderful.

        
            Golf
        

        The Mahogany Run Golf Course (Rte. 42, Estate Lovenlund
             00802 | 340/777–6006 or 800/253–7103 | www.mahoganyrungolf.com) attracts golfers for its spectacular view of the British Virgin Islands and the challenging three-hole Devil’s Triangle. At this Tom and George Fazio–designed, par-70, 18-hole course, there’s a fully stocked pro shop, snack bar, and open-air clubhouse. Greens fees and half-cart fees for 18 holes are $150. The course is open daily, and there are frequently informal weekend tournaments. It’s the only course on St. Thomas.

        
            Parasailing
        

        
            The waters are so clear around St. Thomas that the outlines of coral reefs are visible from the air. Parasailers sit in a harness attached to a parachute that lifts them off a boat deck until they’re sailing through the sky. Parasailing trips average a 10-minute ride in the sky that costs $75 per person. Friends who want to ride along pay $20 for the boat trip.
        

        Caribbean Watersports & Tours

         (6501 Red Hook Plaza, Red Hook
             00802 | 340/775–9360 | www.viwatersports.com) makes parasailing pickups from 10 locations around the island, including many major beachfront resorts. It also rents Jet Skis, kayaks, and floating battery-power chairs.

        
            Sea Excursions
        

        
            Landlubbers and seafarers alike will enjoy the wind in their hair and salt spray in the air while exploring the waters surrounding St. Thomas. Several businesses can book you on a snorkel-and-sail to a deserted cay for a half day that starts at $75 per person or a full day that begins at $140 per person. An excursion over to the British Virgin Islands starts at $135 per person, not including customs fees. A luxury daylong motor-yacht cruise complete with gourmet lunch is $375 or more per person.
        

        For a soup-to-nuts choice of sea tours, contact the Adventure Center (Marriott’s Frenchman’s Reef Hotel, Rte. 315, Estate Bakkeroe
             00802 | 340/774–2992 or 866/868–7784 | www.adventurecenters.net).

        The Charter Boat Center (6300 Red Hook Plaza, Red Hook
             00802 | 340/775–7990 | www.charterboat.vi) specializes in day trips to the British Virgin Islands and day- or weeklong sailing charters.

        Limnos Charters

             (Compass Point Marina, Rte. 32, Estate Frydenhoj
             00802 | 340/775–3203 | www.limnoscharters.com) offers one of the most popular British Virgin Islands day trips, complete with lunch, open bar, and snorkeling gear. Destinations include the Baths in Virgin Gorda and the sparsely inhabited island of Jost Van Dyke.

        Enjoy sailboat racing with OnDeck Ocean Racing (9100 Havensight, Suite 10, Port of $ale Mall, Havensight
             00802 | 340/777–4944 | www.ondeckoceanracing.com). During two-hour excursions you participate as a member of the crew. Work the winches, take a turn at the wheel, and maneuver straight to the finish line.

        Jimmy Loveland at Treasure Isle Cruises (Rte. 32, Estate Nadir
             00802 | 340/775–9500 | www.treasureislecruises.com) can set you up with everything from a half-day sail to a seven-day U.S. and British Virgin Islands trip that combines sailing with accommodations and sightseeing trips onshore.

        
            Sea Kayaking
        

        Fish dart, birds sing, and iguanas lounge on the limbs of dense mangrove trees deep within a marine sanctuary on St. Thomas’s southeast shore. Learn about the natural history here in a guided kayak-snorkel tour to Patricia Cay or via an inflatable boat tour to Cas Cay for snorkeling and hiking. Both are 2½ hours long. The cost is $69 per person. Mangrove Adventures (Rte. 32, Estate Nadir
             00802 | 340/779–2155 | www.viecotours.com) rents its two-person sit-atop ocean kayaks and inflatable boats for self-guided exploring. In addition, many resorts on St. Thomas’s East End also rent kayaks.

        
            Windsurfing
        

        Expect some spills, anticipate the thrills, and try your luck clipping through the seas. Most beachfront resorts rent Windsurfers and offer one-hour lessons for about $120. If you want to learn, try Paul Stoeken’s Island Sol (Ritz-Carlton St. Thomas, Estate Nazareth
             00802 | 340/776–9463 | www.islandsol.net). The two-time Olympic athlete charges $120 per hour for private lessons, $85 per hour for group lessons. There’s a free windsurfing clinic every Tuesday at 9:30 am.

        One of the island’s best-known independent windsurfing companies is West Indies Windsurfing (Vessup Beach, No. 9, Estate Nazareth
             00802 | 340/775–6530). Owner John Phillips is the board buff who introduced the sport of kiteboarding to the USVI; it entails using a kite to lift a sailboard off the water for an airborne ride. A private kiteboarding lesson costs $385 for a private lesson, or $475 for two people at once.
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            ST. JOHN
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            St. John’s heart is Virgin Islands National Park, a treasure that takes up a full two-thirds of St. John’s 20 square mi (53 square km). The park helps keep the island’s interior in its pristine and undisturbed state, but if you go at midday, you’ll probably have to share your stretch of beach with others, particularly at Trunk Bay.
        

        
            The island is booming (it receives more than 800,000 visitors each year), and it can get a tad crowded at the ever-popular Trunk Bay Beach during the busy winter season; parking woes plague the island’s main town of Cruz Bay, but you won’t find traffic jams or pollution. It’s easy to escape from the fray, however: just head off on a hike or go early or late to the beach. The sun won’t be as strong, and you may have that perfect crescent of white sand all to yourself.
        

        
            St. John doesn’t have a grand agrarian past like her sister island, St. Croix, but if you’re hiking in the dry season, you can probably stumble upon the stone ruins of old plantations. The less adventuresome can visit the repaired ruins at the park’s Annaberg Plantation and Caneel Bay Resort.
        

        
            In 1675 Jorgen Iverson claimed the unsettled island for Denmark. By 1733 there were more than 1,000 slaves working more than 100 plantations. In that year the island was hit by a drought, hurricanes, and a plague of insects that destroyed the summer crops. With famine a real threat and the planters keeping them under tight rein, the slaves revolted on November 23, 1733. They captured the fort at Coral Bay, took control of the island, and held on to it for six months. During this period, about 20% of the island’s total population was killed, the tragedy affecting both black and white residents in equal percentages. The rebellion was eventually put down with the help of French troops from Martinique. Slavery continued until 1848, when slaves in St. Croix marched on Frederiksted to demand their freedom from the Danish government. This time it was granted. After emancipation, St. John fell into decline, with its inhabitants eking out a living on
                small farms. Life continued in much the same way until the national park opened in 1956 and tourism became an industry.
        

        
            Of the three U.S. Virgin Islands, St. John, which has 5,000 residents, has the strongest sense of community, which is primarily rooted in a desire to protect the island’s natural beauty. Despite the growth, there are still many pockets of tranquility. Here you can truly escape the pressures of modern life for a day, a week—perhaps forever.
        

        
            EXPLORING ST. JOHN
        

        
            St. John is an easy place to explore. One road runs along the northern shore, another across the center of the mountains. There are a few roads that branch off here and there, but it’s hard to get lost. Pick up a map at the visitor center before you start out and you’ll have no problems. Few residents remember the route numbers, so have your map in hand if you stop to ask for directions. Bring along a swimsuit for stops at some of the most beautiful beaches in the world. You can spend all day or just a couple of hours exploring, but be advised that the roads are narrow and wind up and down steep hills, so don’t expect to get anywhere in a hurry. There are lunch spots at Cinnamon Bay and in Coral Bay, or you can do what the locals do—find a secluded spot for a picnic. The grocery stores in Cruz Bay sell Styrofoam coolers just for this purpose.
        

        
            If you plan to do a lot of touring, renting a car will be cheaper and will give you much more freedom than relying on taxis; on St. John, taxis are shared safari vans, and drivers are reluctant to go anywhere until they have a full load of passengers. Although you may be tempted by an open-air Suzuki or Jeep, a conventional car will let you lock up your valuables. You can get just about everywhere on the paved roads without four-wheel drive unless it rains. Then four-wheel drive will help you get up the wet, hilly roads. You may be able to share a van or open-air vehicle (called a safari bus) with other passengers on a tour of scenic mountain trails, secret coves, and eerie bush-covered ruins.
        

        
            What to See
        

        Annaberg Plantation.

             In the 18th century, sugar plantations dotted the steep hills of this island. Slaves and free Danes and Dutchmen toiled to harvest the cane that was used to create sugar, molasses, and rum for export. Built in the 1780s, the partially restored plantation at Leinster Bay was once an important sugar mill. Although there are no official visiting hours, the National Park Service has regular tours, and some well-informed taxi drivers will show you around. Occasionally you may see a living-history demonstration—someone making johnnycake or weaving baskets. For information on tours and cultural events, contact the V.I. National Park Visitors Center.  | Leinster Bay Rd., Annaberg
            00831 | 340/776–6201 | www.nps.gov/viis | Free | Daily dawn–dusk. 

        Bordeaux Mountain.

             St. John’s highest peak rises to 1,277 feet. Route 10 passes near enough to the top to offer breathtaking vistas. Don’t stray into the road here—cars whiz by at a good clip along this section. Instead, drive nearly to the end of the dirt road that heads off next to the restaurant and gift shop for spectacular views at Picture Point and the trailhead of the hike downhill to Lameshur. Get a trail map from the park service before you start.  | Rte. 10,
            Bordeaux
            00831. 

        Catherineberg Ruins.

             At this fine example of an 18th-century sugar and rum factory, there’s a storage vault beneath the windmill. Across the road, look for the round mill, which was later used to hold water. In the 1733 slave revolt Catherineberg served as headquarters for the Amina warriors, a tribe of Africans captured into slavery.  | Rte. 10, Catherineberg
            00831. 

        
            Coral Bay.
            

             This laid-back community at the island’s dry, eastern end is named for its shape rather than for its underwater life—the word 
            coral
             comes from 
            krawl,
             Dutch for “corral.” Coral Bay is growing fast, but it’s still a small, neighborly place. You’ll probably need a four-wheel-drive vehicle if you plan to stay at this end of the island, as some of the rental houses are up unpaved roads that wind around the mountain. If you come just for lunch, a regular car will be fine.
        

        
            Cruz Bay.
            

             St. John’s main town may be compact (it consists of only several blocks), but it’s definitely a hub: the ferries from St. Thomas and the British Virgin Islands pull in here, and it’s where you can get a taxi or rent a car to travel around the island. There are plenty of shops in which to browse, a number of watering holes where you can stop for a breather, many restaurants, and a grassy square with benches where you can sit back and take everything in. Look for the current edition of the handy, amusing “
            Road Map: St. Thomas–St. John
            ” featuring Max the Mongoose.
        

        To pick up a useful guide to St. John’s hiking trails, see various large maps of the island, and find out about current park service programs, including guided walks and cultural demonstrations, stop by the V. I. National Park Visitors Center (Near baseball field, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6201 | www.nps.gov/viis). It’s open daily from 8 to 4:30.

        Elaine Ione Sprauve Library.

             On the hill just above Cruz Bay is the Enighed Estate greathouse, built in 1757. Enighed is Danish for “concord” (unity or peace). The greathouse and its outbuildings (a sugar factory and horse-driven mill) were destroyed by fire and hurricanes, and the house sat in ruins until 1982. The library offers Internet access for $2 an hour.  | Rte. 104, make a right past the roundabout, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6359 | Free | Weekdays 9–5.

        Peace Hill.

             It’s worth stopping at this spot just past the Hawksnest Bay overlook for great views of St. John, St. Thomas, and the BVI. On the flat promontory is an old sugar mill.  | Off Rte. 20, Denis Bay
            00831. 

        Reef Bay Trail.

             This is one of the most interesting hikes on St. John, but unless you’re a rugged individualist who wants a physical challenge (and that describes a lot of people who stay on St. John), you can probably get the most out of the trip if you join a hike led by a park service ranger who can identify the trees and plants on the hike down, fill you in on the history of the Reef Bay Plantation, and tell you about the petroglyphs on the rocks at the bottom of the trail. A side trail takes you to the plantation’s greathouse, a gutted but mostly intact structure that maintains vestiges of its former beauty. Take the safari bus from the park’s visitor center. A boat takes you from the beach at Reef Bay back to the visitor center, saving you the uphill climb.  | Rte. 10, Reef Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6201 Ext. 238 for reservations | www.nps.gov/viis | Free, safari bus $6, return boat trip to Cruz Bay $15 | Tours at 9:30 am, days change seasonally. 

        
            BEACHES
        

        
            Remember to remove all your valuables from the car and keep them out of sight when you go swimming. Unfortunately, break-ins have been reported on all three of the U.S. Virgin Islands; most locals recommend leaving your windows down and leaving absolutely nothing in your car.
        

        Cinnamon Bay Beach. | Map

             This long, sandy beach faces beautiful cays and abuts the national park campground. The facilities are open to the public and include cool showers, toilets, a commissary, and a restaurant. You can rent water-sports equipment here—a good thing, because there’s excellent snorkeling off the point to the right; look for the big angelfish and large schools of purple triggerfish. Afternoons on Cinnamon Bay can be windy—a boon for windsurfers but an annoyance for sunbathers—so arrive early to beat the gusts. The Cinnamon Bay hiking trail begins across the road from the beach parking lot; ruins mark the trailhead. There are actually two paths here: a level nature trail (signs along it identify the flora) that loops through the woods and passes an old Danish cemetery, and a steep trail that starts where the road bends past the ruins and heads straight up to Route 10. Restrooms are on the main path from the commissary to the beach and scattered around
                the campground.  | North Shore Rd., Rte. 20, Cinnamon Bay, about 4 mi (6 km) east of Cruz Bay. 

        Francis Bay Beach.

             Because there’s little shade, this beach gets toasty warm in the afternoon when the sun comes around to the west, but the rest of the day it’s a delightful stretch of white sand. The only facilities are a few picnic tables tucked among the trees and a portable restroom, but folks come here to watch the birds that live in the swampy area behind the beach. The park offers bird-watching hikes here on Sunday morning; sign up at the visitor center in Cruz Bay. To get here, turn left at the Annaberg intersection.  | North Shore Rd., Rte. 20, Francis Bay, ¼ mi (½ km) from Annaberg intersection. 

        Hawksnest Beach. | Map

             Sea grape and waving palm trees line this narrow beach, and there are restrooms, cooking grills, and a covered shed for picnicking. A patchy reef just offshore means snorkeling is an easy swim away, but the best underwater views are reserved for ambitious snorkelers who head farther to the east along the bay’s fringes. Watch out for boat traffic—a channel guides dinghies to the beach, but the occasional boater strays into the swim area. It’s the closest drivable beach to Cruz Bay, so it’s often crowded with locals and visitors.  | North Shore Rd., Rte. 20, Hawksnest Bay, about 2 mi (3 km) east of Cruz Bay. 

        Lameshur Bay Beach.

             This sea grape–fringed beach is toward the end of a partially paved road on the southeast coast. The reward for your long drive is solitude, good snorkeling, and a chance to spy on some pelicans. The beach has a couple of picnic tables, rusting barbecue grills, and a portable restroom. The ruins of the old plantation are a five-minute walk down the road past the beach. The area has good hiking trails, including a trek (more than a mile) up Bordeaux Mountain before an easy walk to Yawzi Point.  | Off Rte. 107, about 1½ mi (2½ km) from Salt Pond, Lameshur Bay. 

        Maho Bay Beach. | Photo

             This popular beach is below Maho Bay Camps, a wonderful hillside enclave of tent cabins. The campground offers breakfast and dinner at its Pavilion Restaurant, water-sports equipment rentals at the beach, and restrooms. After a five-minute hike down a long flight of stairs to the beach, snorkelers head off along rocky outcroppings for a look at all manner of colorful fish. Watch for a sea turtle or two to cross your path. Another lovely strip of sand with the same name sits right along the North Shore Road. Turn left at the Annaberg intersection and follow the signs about 1 mi (1½ km) for Maho Bay Camps.  | Off North Shore Rd., Rte. 20, Maho Bay. 

        Salt Pond Bay Beach.

             If you’re adventurous, this rocky beach on the scenic southeastern coast—next to Coral Bay and rugged Drunk Bay—is worth exploring. It’s a short hike down a hill from the parking lot, and the only facilities are an outhouse and a few picnic tables scattered about. Tide pools are filled with all sorts of marine creatures, and the snorkeling is good, particularly along the bay’s edges. A short walk takes you to a pond where salt crystals collect around the edges. Hike farther uphill past cactus gardens to Ram Head for see-forever views. Leave nothing valuable in your car, as reports of thefts are common.  | Rte. 107, Salt Pond Bay, about 3 mi (5 km) south of Coral Bay. 

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Trunk Bay Beach. | Map | Photo

             St. John’s most-photographed beach is also the preferred spot for beginning snorkelers because of its underwater trail. (Cruise-ship passengers interested in snorkeling for a day flock here, so if you’re looking for seclusion, arrive early or later in the day.) Crowded or not, this stunning beach is one of the island’s most beautiful. There are changing rooms with showers, bathrooms, a snack bar, picnic tables, a gift shop, phones, lockers, and snorkeling-equipment rentals. The parking lot often overflows, but you can park along the road.  | North Shore Rd., Rte. 20, Trunk Bay, about 2½ mi (4 km) east of Cruz Bay. 

        
            WHERE TO EAT
        

        
            The cuisine on St. John seems to get better every year, with culinary-school-trained chefs vying to see who can come up with the most imaginative dishes. There are restaurants to suit every taste and budget—from the elegant establishments at Caneel Bay Resort (where men may be required to wear a jacket at dinner) to the casual in-town eateries of Cruz Bay. For quick lunches, try the West Indian food stands in Cruz Bay Park and across from the post office. The cooks prepare fried chicken legs, pâtés (meat- and fish-filled pastries), and callaloo
        

        
            Some restaurants close for vacation in September and even October. If you have your heart set on a special place, call ahead to make sure it’s open during these months.
        

        
            Cruz Bay and Environs
        

        Asolare. | Map
$$$$ | PAN-ASIAN |  Contemporary Asian cuisine dominates the menu at this elegant open-air eatery in an old St. John house. Come early and relax over drinks while you enjoy the sunset lighting up the harbor. Start with an appetizer such as a lump crab cake soufflé with a cilantro-butter sauce, then move on to entrées such as beef fillet served with pan-roasted potatoes and napa cabbage, or seared tuna served with an apple-and-greens salad. If you still have room for dessert, try the spring roll drizzled with a mango puree and chocolate sauce.  | Rte. 20 on Caneel Hill, Estate Lindholm
            00831 | 340/779–4747 | AE, MC, V | No lunch. 

        The Balcony.
$$$$ | ECLECTIC |  If you arrive early enough, you’ll catch the sunset along with the lovely harbor view from this aptly named restaurant. Start with a serving of baked Brie with a raspberry coulis; or a spinach, mandarin orange, and smoked bacon salad served with an almond-and-raspberry vinaigrette before moving on to the main course. The pecan- and almond-crusted Chilean sea bass is especially tasty, but beef eaters might enjoy the mango-glazed baby back ribs served with the potato of the day.  | Wharfside Village, Strand St., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/774–8470 | www.thebalconyoncruzbay.com  | AE, MC, V. 

        Café Roma. | Map
$$$ | ITALIAN |  This second-floor restaurant in the heart of Cruz Bay is the place for traditional Italian cuisine: lasagna, spaghetti and meatballs, and three-cheese manicotti. Small pizzas are available at the table, but larger ones are for takeout only. Rum-caramel bread pudding is a dessert specialty. This casual eatery can get crowded in winter, so show up early.  | Vesta Gade, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6524 | www.stjohn-caferoma.com | D, MC, V  | No lunch. 

        Deli Grotto. | Map
$ | ECLECTIC | At this air-conditioned but no-frills sandwich shop you place your order at the counter and wait for it to be delivered to your table or for takeout. The portobello panini with savory sautéed onions is a favorite, but the other sandwiches such as the smoked turkey and artichoke get rave reviews. Order a delicious brownie or cookie for dessert.  | Mongoose Junction Shopping Center, North Shore Rd., Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/777–3061 | No credit cards  | No dinner.

        Fish Trap Restaurant and Seafood Market. | Map
$$$ | ECLECTIC |  The rooms here all open to the breezes and buzz with a mix of locals and visitors. Start with a tasty appetizer such as conch fritters or fish chowder (a creamy combination of snapper, white wine, paprika, and secret spices). You can always find steak and chicken dishes, as well as the interesting fish of the day.  | Bay and Strand Sts., next to Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church,Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–9994 | www.thefishtrap.com | MC, V | Closed Mon. No lunch.

        La Plancha del Mer. | Map
$$$ | MEDITERRANEAN | Cooked on a searing hot iron grill called a plancha, the food at this restaurant takes its cues from Spain and southern France. The house specialty is steak with garlic herb fries, roasted red pepper coulis, and homemade chimichurri aioli. Locals and visitors come for the bargain-priced appetizers at happy hour.  | Rte. 104, Marketplace Shopping Center, outside Cruz Bay | 340/777–7333 | www.laplanchadelmar.com | MC, V | Closed Sun.

        Lime Inn.
$$$ | CONTINENTAL |  Vacationers and mainland transplants who call St. John home flock to this alfresco spot for the congenial hospitality and good food, including all-you-can-eat shrimp on Wednesday night. Fresh lobster is the specialty, and the menu also includes shrimp-and-steak dishes and such specials as coconut-crusted chicken breast with plantains and a Thai curry–cream sauce.  | Lemon Tree Mall, King St.,Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6425 | www.limeinn.com | AE, MC, V | No lunch Sat. No dinner Sun.

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Zozo’s Ristorante. | Map
$$$$ | ITALIAN |  Creative takes on old standards coupled with lovely presentations draw the crowds to this restaurant at Gallows Point Resort. Start with crispy fried calamari served with a pesto mayonnaise. The chef dresses up roasted mahimahi with a pine-nut crust and serves it with a warm goat cheese–and-arugula salad. The slow-simmered osso buco comes with prosciutto-wrapped asparagus and saffron risotto. The sunset views will take your breath away.  | Gallows Point Resort, Bay St., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–9200 | MC, V | No lunch. 

        
            Coral Bay and Environs
        

        Donkey Diner. | Map
$$ | ECLECTIC |  In an odd combination that works well for Coral Bay visitors and residents, this tiny spot along the main road through Coral Bay sells yummy breakfasts and pizza. Breakfasts can be as ordinary or as innovative as you like, with the menu running from fried eggs with bacon to blueberry pancakes to scrambled tofu served with home fries. Pizzas are equally eclectic, with toppings that include everything from the usual pepperoni and mushrooms to more exotic corn, raisins, and kalamata olives.  | Rte. 10, Coral Bay
            00831 | 340/693–5240 | www.donkeydiner.com | No credit cards | Pizza on Wed and Fri. only.

        Miss Lucy’s Restaurant. | Map
$$$ | CARIBBEAN |  Sitting seaside at remote Friis Bay, Miss Lucy’s dishes up Caribbean food with a contemporary flair. Dishes such as tender conch fritters, a spicy West Indian stew called callaloo, and fried fish make up most of the menu, but you also find a generous paella filled with seafood, sausage, and chicken on the menu. Sunday brunches are legendary, and if you’re around when the moon is full, stop by for the monthly full-moon party. The handful of small tables near the water is the nicest, but if they’re taken or the mosquitoes are swarming, the indoor tables do nicely.  | Rte. 107, Friis Bay
            00831 | 340/693–5244 | AE, D, MC, V | Closed Mon. No dinner Sun.

        Skinny Legs Bar & Restaurant. | Map
$ | AMERICAN |  Sailors who live aboard boats anchored just offshore and an eclectic coterie of residents gather for lunch and dinner at this funky spot in the middle of a boatyard-cum–shopping complex. If owner Moe Chabuz is around, take a gander at his gams; you’ll see where the restaurant got its name. It’s a great place for burgers, fish sandwiches, and whatever sports event is on the satellite TV.  | Rte. 10, Coral Bay
            00831 | 340/779–4982 | www.skinnylegs.com  | AE, D, MC, V. 

        Sweet Plaintains. | Map

            $$$ | CARIBBEAN | The food here is a sophisticated take on Caribbean cuisine. The fish of the day—it could be mahimahi or grouper—served with a white-wine salsa made with capers, olives, and chorizo sausage is especially good. For a real local taste, start with the saltfish cakes served with shredded cabbage and mango puree. The coconut flan for dessert is another Caribbean favorite.  | Rte. 107, Coral Bay
            00831 | 340/777–4653  | www.sweetplantains-stjohn.com | MC, V | Closed Tues.

        Vie’s Snack Shack. | Map

            $ | CARIBBEAN |  Stop by Vie’s when you’re out exploring the island. Although it’s just a shack by the side of the road, Vie’s serves up some great cooking. The garlic chicken legs are crisp and tasty, and the conch fritters are really something to write home about. Plump and filled with fresh herbs, a plateful will keep you going for the rest of the afternoon. Save room for a wedge of coconut pie—called a tart in this neck of the woods. When you’re finished eating, a spectacular white-sand beach down the road beckons.  | Rte. 10, Hansen Bay
            00831 | 340/693–5033 | No credit cards | Closed Sun. and Mon. No dinner. 

        
            WHERE TO STAY
        

        
            St. John doesn’t have many beachfront hotels, but that’s a small price to pay for all the pristine sand. However, the island’s two excellent resorts—Caneel Bay Resort and the Westin St. John Resort & Villas—
            are
             on the beach. Sandy, white beaches string out along the north coast, which is popular with sunbathers and snorkelers and is where you can find the Caneel Bay Resort and Cinnamon and Maho Bay campgrounds. Most villas are in the residential south-shore area, a 15-minute drive from the north-shore beaches. If you head east, you come to the laid-back community of Coral Bay, where there are growing numbers of villas and cottages. Bands sometimes play at a couple of Coral Bay’s nightspots, so if you’re renting a villa in the hills above the village, you may hear music later than you’d like. A stay outside of Coral Bay will be peaceful and quiet.
        

        
            If you’re looking for West Indian village charm, there are a few inns in Cruz Bay. Just know that when bands play at any of the town’s bars (some of which stay open until the wee hours), the noise can be a problem. Your choice of accommodations also includes condominiums and cottages near town; two campgrounds, both at the edges of beautiful beaches (bring bug repellent); ecoresorts; and luxurious villas, often with a pool or a hot tub (sometimes both) and a stunning view.
        

        
            If your lodging comes with a fully equipped kitchen, you’ll be happy to know that St. John’s handful of grocery stores sell everything from the basics to sun-dried tomatoes and green chilies—though the prices will take your breath away. If you’re on a budget, consider bringing some staples (pasta, canned goods, paper products) from home. Hotel rates throughout the island, though considered expensive by some, do include endless privacy and access to most water sports.
        

        
            Many of the island’s condos are just minutes from the hustle and bustle of Cruz Bay, but you can find more scattered around the island. St. John also has a handful of camping spots ranging from the basic Cinnamon Bay Campground to the more comfortable Maho Bay Camps. They appeal to those who don’t mind bringing their own beach towels from home or busing their own tables at dinner. If you want your piña colada delivered beachside by a smiling waiter, you’d be better off elsewhere.
        

        
            Private Condos and Villas
        

        
            Tucked here and there between Cruz Bay and Coral Bay are about 350 private villas and condos (prices range from $ to $$$$). With pools or hot tubs, full kitchens, and living areas, these lodgings provide a fully functional home away from home. They’re perfect for couples and extended groups of family or friends. You need a car, since most lodgings are in the hills and very few are at the beach. Villa managers usually pick you up at the dock, arrange for your rental car, and answer questions upon arrival as well as during your stay. Prices drop in the summer season, which is generally after April 15. Some companies begin off-season pricing a week or two later, so be sure to ask.
        

        
            If you want to be close to Cruz Bay’s restaurants and boutiques, a villa in the Chocolate Hole and Great Cruz Bay areas will put you a few minutes away. The Coral Bay area has a growing number of villas, but you’ll be about 20 minutes from Cruz Bay. Beaches string out along the North Shore, so you won’t be more than 15 minutes from the water no matter where you stay.
        

        
            Rental Agents
        

        Book-It VI

         (5000 Estate Enighed, PMB 15, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–8555 or 800/416–1205 | www.bookitvi.com) handles villas all across St. John. Carefree Get-Aways (Box 1626, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/779–4070 or 888/643–6002 | www.carefreegetaways.com) manages vacation villas on the island’s southern and western edges. Caribbean Villas & Resorts (Box 458, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6152 or 800/338–0987 | www.caribbeanvilla.com) handles condo rentals for Cruz Views and Gallows Point Resort, as well as for many private villas. Caribe Havens (Box 455, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6518 | www.caribehavens.com) has mainly budget properties scattered around the island.

        Catered to Vacation Homes

         (Marketplace Suite 206, 5206 Enighed, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6641 or 800/424–6641 | www.cateredto.com) has luxury homes, mainly in the middle of the island and on the western edge. Cloud 9 Villas (Box 102, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–8495 or 866/693–8496 | www.cloud9villas.com) has several homes, with most in the Gifft Hill and Chocolate Hole area. Great Caribbean Getaways (Box 8317, Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/693–8692 or 800/341–2532 | www.greatcaribbeangetaways.com) handles private villas from Cruz Bay to Coral Bay.

        Island Getaways

         (Box 1504, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–7676 or 888/693–7676 | www.island-getaways.net) has villas in the Great Cruz Bay–Chocolate Hole area, with a few others scattered around the island. On-Line Vacations (Box 9901, Emmaus
            00831 | 340/776–6036 or 888/842–6632 | www.onlinevacations.com) books vacation villas around St. John. Private Homes for Private Vacations (7605 Mamey Peak, Coral Bay 
            00831 | 340/776–6876 | www.privatehomesvi.com) has homes across the island. Seaview Vacation Homes (Box 644, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6805 or 888/625–2963 | www.seaviewhomes.com) handles homes with views of the ocean in the Chocolate Hole, Great Cruz Bay, and Fish Bay areas.

        Star Villas

         (1202 Gallows Point, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6704 | www.starvillas.com) has cozy villas just outside Cruz Bay. St. John Ultimate Villas (Box 1324, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–4703 or 888/851–7588 | www.stjohnultimatevillas.com) manages villas across the island. Vacation Vistas (Box 476, Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/776–6462 | www.vacationvistas.com) manages villas mainly in the Chocolate Hole, Great Cruz Bay, and Rendezvous areas. Windspree (7924 Emmaus, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–5423 or 888/742–0357 | www.windspree.com) handles villas mainly in the Coral Bay area.

        
            The following reviews have been condensed for this book. Please go to Fodors.com for expanded reviews of each property.
        

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Caneel Bay Resort. | Map | Photo

            $$$$ | RESORT |  Well-heeled honeymooners, couples celebrating anniversaries, and extended families all enjoy Caneel Bay Resort’s laid-back luxury. If you want to spend your days sunning on any one of its seven gorgeous beaches, taking a kayak out for a paddle, or enjoying lingering dinners at its fine restaurants, you can find no finer resort on St. John. Your room, which has air-conditioning or can be opened to catch the breezes, won’t come with a TV or even a phone (though management will lend you a cell phone)—all the better to get away from it all. Rooms look as if they’re right out of a magazine; if you opt for one of the beachfront rooms, you can get out of bed and stumble a few steps across the sand to the Caribbean. Otherwise, you can look out on the gardens or the tennis courts. Nightlife runs to steel-pan music or an easy-listening combo; if you want lots of action, go
                elsewhere. Pros: lovely beaches; gorgeous rooms; lots of amenities. Cons: staff can be chilly; isolated location; rates are pricey.  | Rte. 20, Caneel Bay | Box 720, Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/776–6111 or 888/767–3966 | www.caneelbay.com | 166 rooms | In-room: no phone, no TV. In-hotel: 4 restaurants, tennis courts, pool, spa, beachfront, diving, water sports, children’s programs (ages 4–12), Internet terminal, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, DC, MC, V | CP. 

        Cinnamon Bay Campground. | Map

             Cinnamon Bay Campground sits in the heart of Virgin Islands National Park, a stellar location right at the beach. Tents and rustic cottages are nestled in the trees that stretch behind the shore, and you have easy access to hiking, water sports, and ranger-led evening programs. The amenities are basic, but include propane stoves, cooking equipment, and bed linens; reserve early if you’d like a cottage right behind the beach. Only the screened cottages have electric lights; tenters depend on propane lanterns. Showers and flush toilets, as well as a restaurant and a small store, are a short walk away from the camping area. Pros: beachfront site; hiking trails nearby; lots of activities. Cons: cold showers; can be buggy; some traffic noise.  | Flush toilets, drinking water, showers
                (cold), food service, picnic tables, electricity (some), public telephone, general store, swimming (ocean) | 55 tents, 40 cottages, 31 tent sites | Rte. 20, Cinnamon Bay | Box 720, Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/776–6330 or 800/539–9998 | www.cinnamonbay.com | Reservations essential in winter | AE, MC, V | Closed Sept.

        Coconut Coast Villas. | Map

            $$$ | VACATION CONDO |  This small condominium complex with studio, two-, and three-bedroom apartments is a 10-minute walk from Cruz Bay, but is insulated from the town’s noise in a sleepy suburban neighborhood. You can swim and snorkel at the small beach or relax poolside and catch some rays. Rooms have a fresh feel; each is a little bit different in decor, with whites, blues, and greens predominating in the color scheme. Colorful artwork by St. John artist Elaine Estern graces the walls. Pros: good snorkeling; full kitchens; walk to Cruz Bay. Cons: small beach; some uphill walks; nearby utility plant can be noisy.  | Turner Bay | Box 618, Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/693–9100 or 800/858–7989 | www.coconutcoast.com | 9 units | In-room: kitchen, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: pool, beachfront, Internet terminal, no-smoking rooms  | MC, V | EP. 

        Estate Lindholm Bed & Breakfast. | Map

            $$$–$$$$ | B&B |  Built among old stone ruins on a lushly planted hill overlooking Cruz Bay, Estate Lindholm has an enchanting setting. The location puts you close to Cruz Bay’s restaurants, shopping, and nightlife. You’ll feel as if you’re out of the fray, but still near enough to run into town when you want. Rooms are sophisticated, with crisp white spreads accented by teak furniture. The sunset views from Asolare restaurant, on the property, provide a stunning end to your day. Pros: lush landscaping; gracious host; pleasant decor. Cons: can be noisy; some uphill walks; on a busy road.  | Rte. 20 on Caneel Hill, Estate Lindholm | Box 1360, Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/776–6121 or 800/322–6335 | www.estatelindholm.com | 14 rooms | In-room: refrigerator. In-hotel: restaurant, pool, gym, no kids under 18, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, MC, V | CP. 

        Estate Zootenvaal. | Map

            $$$–$$$$ | VACATION VILLA |  Comfortable and casual, this small cottage colony gives you the perfect place to relax. It’s certainly out of the way, along the island’s East End Road. Although you’ll feel that you’re getting away from it all, a five-minute drive will bring you to Coral Bay’s restaurants, a handful of shops, and a tiny grocery store. The small but very private beach across the road is a major plus. Pros: quiet beach; private; near restaurants. Cons: some traffic noise; no air-conditioning.  | Rte. 10, Hurricane Hole, Zootenvaal
            00831 | 340/776–6321 | www.estatezootenvaal.com | 4 units | In-room: no a/c, no phone (some), kitchen, no TV (some). In-hotel: beachfront, no-smoking rooms | No credit cards | EP. 

        Gallows Point Resort. | Map

            $$$$ | CONDO RESORT |  You’re a short walk from restaurants and shops at this waterfront location just outside Cruz Bay, but once you step into your condo, the hustle and bustle are left behind. The upper-level apartments have loft bedrooms and the best views. The harborside villas get better trade winds, but they’re a tad noisier. Tropical rooms have wicker furniture, tile floors, and brightly colored spreads in colors that reflect the sea and sky. Zozo’s Ristorante, a popular spot for sunset watching, serves northern Italian cuisine above the lobby. Pros: walk to shopping; excellent restaurant; comfortably furnished rooms. Cons: some rooms can be noisy; mediocre beach; insufficient parking.  | Gallows Point, Bay St.,
                Box 58, Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/776–6434 or 800/323–7229 | www.gallowspointresort.com | 60 units | In-room: kitchen. In-hotel: restaurant, pool, beachfront, water sports, Internet terminal, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms  | AE, MC, V | EP. 

        Garden by the Sea Bed & Breakfast. | Map

            $$$ | B&B |  A stay here will allow you to live like a local in a middle-class residential neighborhood near a bird-filled salt pond. This cozy bed-and-breakfast is also an easy walk from Cruz Bay. White spreads and curtains provide pristine counterpoints to the blue and green hues in your room. Your hosts serve a delightful breakfast—piña colada French toast is a specialty—on the front deck. It’s perfect for folks who enjoy peace and quiet: there are no phones or TVs in the rooms.
            Pros: homey atmosphere; great breakfasts; breathtaking view from deck. Cons: noise from nearby power substation; some uphill walks; basic amenities.  | Enighed | Box 37, Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/779–4731 | www.gardenbythesea.com | 3 rooms | In-room: no phone, no TV, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: no-smoking rooms | No credit cards | BP. 

        Harmony Studios. | Map

            $$ | CONDO RESORT |  An ecologically correct environment is one of the draws at these condominium-style units that sit hillside at Maho Bay. Entryway mats are made of recycled tires, the pristine walls of recycled newspapers, and the electricity comes from the wind and the sun. Best of all, you share access to interesting evening programs and a nice beach at Maho. Be prepared to hike up and down long flights of steep wooden stairs. Pros: convivial atmosphere; near beach, comfortable units. Cons: lots of stairs, no air-conditioning, need car to get around.  | Maho Bay | Box 310, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6240 or 800/392–9004 | www.maho.org | 12 units | In-room: no a/c, no phone, kitchen, no TV. In-hotel: restaurant, beachfront, water sports, children’s programs (ages 8–16), Internet terminal, no-smoking rooms | AE, MC, V | EP. 

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Maho Bay Camps. | Map | Photo

             Tucked into the greenery along the island’s North Shore, eco-conscious Maho Bay Camps attracts a sociable crowd that likes to explore the undersea world off the campground’s beach or attend on-site seminars. The “tents” (wooden platforms protected from the elements by canvas and screening) are linked by wooden stairs, ramps, and walkways—all of them elevated—so that you can trek around camp, down to the beach, and to the coolish public showers without disturbing the terrain. Although the tents have amenities such as real beds and electricity, there are no refrigerators; ice-filled coolers keep your food from spoiling. Pros: friendly atmosphere; tasty food; ecofriendly facility. Cons: many stairs to climb; can be buggy; need a car to get around.  | Flush toilets, drinking water,
                showers (cold), food service, picnic tables, electricity, public telephone, general store, swimming (ocean) | 114 tent cottages | Maho Bay | Box 310, Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/776–6240 or 800/392–9004 | www.maho.org | Reservations essential | AE, MC, V. 

        Serendip. | Map

            $$–$$$ | VACATION CONDO |  This complex offers modern apartments on lush grounds with lovely views and makes a great pick for a budget stay in a residential locale. Although this is a property from the 1960s, the units don’t feel dated. There are colorful spreads, fully equipped kitchens, and bookshelves filled with good vacation reads. You definitely need a car if you stay here, though; it’s about 1 mi (1½ km) up a steep hill from Cruz Bay. Pros: comfortable accommodations; good views; nice neighborhood. Cons: no beach; need car to get around; nearby construction.  | Enighed | Box 273, Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/776–6646 or 888/800–6445 | www.serendipstjohn.com | 10 apartments | In-room: kitchen, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: pool, no-smoking rooms | MC, V | EP. 

        Westin St. John Resort & Villas. | Map

            $$$$ | RESORT |  The island’s largest resort provides a nice beachfront location and enough activities to keep you busy. That said, most guests rent a car for at least a couple of days to explore the area’s many lovely beaches. The hotel is spread over 47 beachfront acres adjacent to Great Cruz Bay, with lushly planted gardens, a white sandy beach that beckons sunbathers, and nice—but not luxurious—rooms with tropical touches. Those strung out behind the beach put you closest to the water, but even the hillside villas are only a seven-minute stroll from the sand. Pros: entertaining children’s programs; pretty pool area; many activities. Cons: mediocre beach; long walk to some parts of the resort; need car to get around.  | Rte. 104, Great Cruz Bay | Box 8310, Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/693–8000 or 800/808–5020 | www.westinresortstjohn.com | 175 rooms, 146 villas | In-room: safe, kitchen (some), refrigerator, Internet, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: 4 restaurants, tennis courts, pool, gym, beachfront, diving, water sports, children’s programs (ages 3–12), Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, DC, MC, V | EP. 

        
            NIGHTLIFE
        

        
            St. John isn’t the place to go for glitter and all-night partying. Still, after-hours Cruz Bay can be a lively little town in which to dine, drink, dance, chat, or flirt. Notices posted on the bulletin board outside the Connections telephone center—up the street from the ferry dock in Cruz Bay—or listings in the island’s two small newspapers (the 
            St. John Sun Times
             and 
            Tradewinds
            ) will keep you apprised of special events, comedy nights, movies, and the like.
        

        There’s calypso and reggae on Friday night at Fred’s (King St., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6363). Young folks like to gather at Woody’s (Near ferry dock and First Bank, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/779–4625), where sidewalk tables provide a close-up view of Cruz Bay’s action. After a sunset drink at Zozo’s Ristorante (Gallows Point Resort, Bay St., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–9200), up the hill from Cruz Bay, you can stroll around town (much is clustered around the small waterfront park). Many of the young people from the U.S. mainland who live and work on St. John will be out sipping and socializing, too.

        As its name implies, Island Blues (Rte. 107, Coral Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6800) is the hot place to go for music at the eastern end of the island. On the far side of the island, landlubbers and old salts listen to music and swap stories at Skinny Legs Bar & Restaurant (Rte. 10, Coral Bay
            00831 | 340/779–4982).

        
            SHOPPING
        

        
            Areas and Malls
        

        
            Luxury goods and handicrafts can be found on St. John. Most shops carry a little of this and a bit of that, so it pays to poke around. The Cruz Bay shopping district runs from 
            Wharfside Village,
             just around the corner from the ferry dock, to 
            Mongoose Junction,
             an inviting shopping center on North Shore Road. (The name of this upscale shopping mall, by the way, is a holdover from a time when those furry island creatures gathered at a nearby garbage bin.) Out on Route 104 stop in at the 
            Marketplace
             to explore its gift and crafts shops. At the island’s other end, there are a few stores—selling clothes, jewelry, and artwork—here and there from the village of 
            Coral Bay
             to the small complex at 
            Shipwreck Landing.
        

        
            On St. John, store hours run from 9 or 10 to 5 or 6. Wharfside Village and Mongoose Junction shops in Cruz Bay are often open into the evening.
        

        
            Specialty Items
        

        
            Art
        

        Bajo el Sol

         (Mongoose Junction, North Shore Rd., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–7070) sells works by owner Livy Hitchcock, plus pieces from a roster of the island’s best artists. Shop for oil and acrylics, sculptures, and ceramics. 

        Coconut Coast Studios 

        (Frank Bay, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6944), a waterside shop that is a five-minute walk from Cruz Bay, showcases the work of Elaine Estern. She specializes in undersea scenes.

        
            Books
        

        The book shop at the National Park Headquarters (Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6201) sells several good histories of St. John, including St. John Back Time, by Ruth Hull Low and Rafael Lito Valls, and, for linguists, Valls’s What a Pistarckle!—an explanation of the colloquialisms that make up the local version of English (pistarckle is a Dutch Creole word that means “noise” or “din,” which pretty much sums up the language here).

        
            Clothing
        

        You knew when you arrived that someplace on St. John would cater to the outdoor enthusiasts who hike up and down the island’s trails. Big Planet Adventure Outfitters (Mongoose Junction, North Shore Rd., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6638) sells popular Naot sandals and Reef footwear, along with colorful and durable cotton clothing and accessories by Billabong. The store also sells children’s clothes.

        Bougainvillea Boutique 

        (Mongoose Junction, North Shore Rd., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–7190) is your destination if you want to look as if you’ve stepped out of the pages of the resort-wear spread in an upscale travel magazine. Owner Susan Stair carries very chic men’s and women’s resort wear, straw hats, leather handbags, and fine gifts.

        Jolly Dog

         (Shipwreck Landing, Rte. 107, Sanders Bay
            00831 | 340/693–5333 | Skinny Legs Shopping Complex, Rte. 10, Coral Bay
            00831 | 340/693–5900) will let you stock up on the stuff you forgot to pack. Sarongs in cotton and rayon, beach towels with tropical motifs, and hats and T-shirts sporting the Jolly Dog logo fill the shelves.

        Sloop Jones 

        (Off Rte. 10, East End
            00831 | 340/779–4001) is worth the trip all the way out to the island’s east end to shop for made-on-the-premises clothing and pillows, in fabrics splashed with tropical colors. Fabrics are in cotton and linen, and are supremely comfortable.

        St. John Editions

         (North Shore Rd., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–8444) specializes in swimsuits and nifty cotton dresses that go from beach to dinner with a change of shoes and accessories. Owner Molly Soper also carries attractive straw hats and inexpensive jewelry.

        
            Food
        

        
            If you’re renting a villa, condo, or cottage and doing your own cooking, there are several good places to shop for food; just be aware that prices are much higher than those at home.
        

        Lily’s Gourmet Market

         (Cocoloba Shopping Center, Rte. 107, Coral Bay
            00831 | 340/777–3335), a small store in Coral Bay, carries the basics plus meat, fish, and produce.

        Love City Mini Mart

         (Off Rte. 107, Coral Bay
            00831 | 340/693–5790) may not look like much, but it’s one of the very few places to shop in Coral Bay and has a surprising selection.

        Starfish Market

         (The Marketplace, Rte. 104, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/779–4949), the island’s largest store, usually has the best selection of meat, fish, and produce.

        
            Gifts
        

        Awl Made Here

         (Skinny Legs Shopping Complex, Rte. 10, Coral Bay
            00831 | 340/777–5757) specializes in locally made leather goods. Owner Tracey Keating creates lovely journal covers, wallets, and belts, but she also does special orders. The store carries other locally made items such as imaginative jewelry and hand-painted wineglasses.

        Bamboula

         (Mongoose Junction, North Shore Rd., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–8699) is a multicultural boutique with unusual housewares, rugs, bedspreads, accessories, and men’s and women’s clothes and shoes that owner Jo Sterling has found on her world travels.

        Best of Both Worlds

         (Mongoose Junction, North Shore Rd., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–7005) sells and displays the pricey metal sculptures and attractive artworks that hang from its walls; the nicest are small glass decorations shaped like mermaids and sea horses.

        Donald Schnell Studio

         (Amore Center, Rte. 104 near roundabout, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6420) sells unusual handblown glass, wind chimes, kaleidoscopes, fanciful fountains, and more in addition to pottery. Your purchases can be shipped worldwide.

        Every Ting

         (Gallows Point Resort, Bay St., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–5820), as its name implies, has a bit of this and a bit of that. Shop for Caribbean books and CDs, picture frames decorated with shells, and T-shirts with tropical motifs. Residents and visitors also drop by to have a cup of coffee.

        Fabric Mill

         (Mongoose Junction, North Shore Rd., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6194) has a good selection of women’s clothing in tropical brights, as well as lingerie, sandals, and batik wraps. Or take home several yards of colorful batik fabric and make your own dress.

        Mumbo Jumbo

         (Skinny Legs Shopping Complex, Rte. 10, Coral Bay
            00831 | 340/779–4277), with what may be the best prices in St. John, carries everything from tropical clothing to stuffed sea creatures in a cozy little shop.

        Nest and Company

         (Marketplace Shopping Center, Rte. 108, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/715–2552) is a small shop carrying perfect take-home gifts in colors that reflect the sea. Shop here for soaps in tropical scents, dinnerware, and much more.

        Pink Papaya

         (Lemon Tree Mall, King St., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–8535) is where you can find the well-known work of longtime Virgin Islands resident M. L. Etre, plus a huge collection of one-of-a-kind gifts, including bright tablecloths, unusual trays, and unique tropical jewelry.

        
            Jewelry
        

        Caravan Gallery

         (Mongoose Junction, North Shore Rd., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/779–4566), which is owned by Radha Speer, sells unusual jewelry that Radha has traveled the world to find. And the more you look, the more you see—wood carvings, tribal art, and masks for sale cover the walls and tables, making this a great place to browse.

        Free Bird Creations 

        (Dockside Mall, next to ferry dock, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–8625) is your on-island destination for special handcrafted jewelry—earrings, bracelets, pendants, chains—as well as a good selection of water-resistant watches for your beach excursions.

        Jewels

         (Mongoose Junction, North Shore Rd., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6007), a branch of a St. Thomas store, carries emeralds, diamonds, and other jewels in attractive yellow- and white-gold settings, as well as strings of creamy pearls, watches, and other designer jewelry.

        R&I Patton Goldsmiths

         (Mongoose Junction, North Shore Rd., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6548) is owned by Rudy and Irene Patton, who design most of the lovely silver and gold jewelry displayed in the shop. The rest comes from various designer friends. Sea fans (those large, lacy plants that sway with the ocean’s currents) in filigreed silver, starfish and hibiscus pendants in silver or gold, and gold sand-dollar-shaped charms and earrings are choice selections.

        Verace

         (Wharfside Village, Strand St., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–7599) is filled with jewelry from such well-known designers as Toby Pomeroy and Patrick Murphy. Murphy’s stunning gold sailboats with gems for hulls will catch your attention.

        
            SPORTS AND ACTIVITIES
        

        
            Boating and Sailing
        

        If you’re staying at a hotel or campground, your activities desk will usually be able to help you arrange a sailing excursion aboard a nearby boat. Most day sails leaving Cruz Bay head out along St. John’s north coast. Those that depart from Coral Bay might drop anchor at some remote cay off the island’s east end or even in the nearby British Virgin Islands. Your trip usually includes lunch, beverages, and at least one snorkeling stop. Keep in mind that inclement weather could interfere with your plans, though most boats will still go out if rain isn’t too heavy. If you’re staying in a villa, or if your hotel or campground doesn’t have an affiliated charter sailboat, contact St. John Concierge Service (Across from post office, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/777–2665 or 800/808–6025 | www.stjohnconciergeservice.com). The capable staff can find a boat that fits your style and pocketbook. The company also books fishing and scuba trips.

        For a speedier trip to the cays and remote beaches off St. John, you can rent a powerboat from Ocean Runner (On waterfront, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/693–8809 | www.oceanrunnerusvi.com). The company rents one- and two-engine boats for $375 to $705 per day. Gas and oil will run you $100 to $300 a day extra, depending on how far you’re going. It’s a good idea to have some skill with powerboats for this self-drive adventure, but if you don’t, you can hire a boat with a captain for $430 to $705 a day.

        Even novice sailors can take off in a small sailboat from Cruz Bay Beach with Sail Safaris (On waterfront, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/626–8181 or 866/820–6906 | www.sailsafaris.net) to one of the small islands off St. John. Guided half-day tours start at $70 per person. Rentals run $47 per hour

        
            Diving and Snorkeling
        

        
            Although just about every beach has nice snorkeling—Trunk Bay, Cinnamon Bay, and Waterlemon Cay at Leinster Bay get the most praise—you need a boat to head out to the more remote snorkeling locations and the best scuba spots. Sign on with any of the island’s water-sports operators to get to spots farther from St. John. If you use the one at your hotel, just stroll down to the dock to hop aboard. Their boats will take you to hot spots between St. John and St. Thomas, including the tunnels at 
            Thatch Cay,
             the ledges at 
            Congo Cay,
             and the wreck of the 
            General Rogers.
             Dive off St. John at 
            Stephens Cay,
             a short boat ride out of Cruz Bay, where fish swim around the reefs as you float downward. At 
            Devers Bay,
             on St. John’s south shore, fish dart about in colorful schools. 
            Carval Rock,
             shaped like an old-time ship, has gorgeous rock formations, coral gardens, and lots of fish. It can be too rough here in winter, though. Count on paying $75 for a one-tank dive and $90 for a two-tank dive. Rates include equipment and a tour. If you’ve never dived before, try an introductory course, called a resort course. Or if certification is in your vacation plans, the island’s dive shops can help you get your card.
        

        Cruz Bay Watersports

         (Lumberyard Shopping Complex, Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6234 | Westin St. John, Great Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6234 | www.divestjohn.com) actually has two locations: in Cruz Bay at the Lumberyard Shopping Complex and at the Westin St. John Resort. Owners Marcus and Patty Johnston offer regular reef, wreck, and night dives and USVI and BVI snorkel tours. The company holds both PADI five-star-facility and NAUI-Dream-Resort status.

        Low Key Watersports

         (Wharfside Village, Strand St., Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/693–8999 or 800/835–7718 | www.divelowkey.com) offers two-tank dives and specialty courses. It’s certified as a PADI five-star training facility.

        
            Fishing
        

        
            Well-kept charter boats—approved by the U.S. Coast Guard—head out to the north and south drops or troll along the inshore reefs, depending on the season and what’s biting. The captains usually provide bait, drinks, and lunch, but you need to bring your own hat and sunscreen. Half-day fishing charters run between about $700 for the boat. 
            Captain Byron Oliver
             (
            340/693–8339
            ) takes you out to the north and south drops.
        

        
            Guided Tours
        

        In St. John, taxi drivers provide tours of the island, making stops at various sites, including Trunk Bay and Annaberg Plantation. Prices run around $15 a person. The taxi drivers congregate near the ferry in Cruz Bay. The dispatcher will find you a driver for your tour. Along with providing trail maps and brochures about Virgin Islands National Park, the park service also gives several guided tours on- and offshore. Some are offered only during particular times of the year, and some require reservations. For more information, contact the V. I. National Park Visitors Center (Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/776–6201 | www.nps.gov/viis).

        
            Hiking
        

        
            Although it’s fun to go hiking with a Virgin Islands National Park guide, don’t be afraid to head out on your own. To find a hike that suits your ability, stop by the park’s visitor center in Cruz Bay and pick up the free trail guide; it details points of interest, trail lengths, and estimated hiking times, as well as any dangers you might encounter. Although the park staff recommends long pants to protect against thorns and insects, most people hike in shorts because it can get very hot. Wear sturdy shoes or hiking boots even if you’re hiking to the beach. Don’t forget to bring water and insect repellent.
        

        Fodor’s Choice |
            The Virgin Islands National Park (1300 Cruz Bay Creek, St. John
            00831 | 340/776–6201 | www.nps.gov/viis) maintains more than 20 trails on the north and south shores and offers guided hikes along popular routes. A full-day trip to Reef Bay is a must; it’s an easy hike through lush and dry forest, past the ruins of an old plantation, and to a sugar factory adjacent to the beach. It can be a bit arduous for young kids, however. Take the $6 safari bus from the park’s visitor center to the trailhead, where you can meet a ranger who’ll serve as your guide. The park provides a boat ride back to Cruz Bay for $15 to save you the walk back up the mountain. The schedule changes from season to season; call for times and reservations, which are essential.

        
            Horseback Riding
        

        
            Clip-clop along the island’s byways for a slower-pace tour of St. John. 
            Carolina Corral
             (
            340/693–5778
            ) offers horseback trips and wagon rides down scenic roads with owner Dana Barlett. She has a way with horses and calms even the most novice riders. Rates start at $65 for a one-hour ride.
        

        
            Sea Kayaking
        

        Poke around crystal bays and explore undersea life from a sea kayak. Rates run about $110 for a full day in a double kayak. Tours start at $65 for a half day. On the Cruz Bay side of the island, Arawak Expeditions (Mongoose Juction Shopping Center, North Shore Rd., Cruz Bay 
            00831 | 340/693–8312 or 800/238–8687 | www.arawakexp.com) has professional guides who use traditional and sit-on-top kayaks to ply coastal waters. The company also rents single and double kayaks, so you can head independently to nearby islands such as Stephen’s Cay.

        Explore Coral Bay Harbor and Hurricane Hole on the eastern end of the island in a sea kayak from Crabby’s Watersports (Rte. 107, next to Cocoloba shopping center, Coral Bay
            00831 | 340/714–2415 | www.crabbyswatersports.com). If you don’t want to paddle into the wind to get out of Coral Bay Harbor, the staff will drop you off in Hurricane Hole so you can paddle downwind back to Coral Bay. Crabby’s also rents snorkel gear, beach chairs, umbrellas, coolers, and floats.

        
            Windsurfing
        

        Steady breezes and expert instruction make learning to windsurf a snap. Try Cinnamon Bay Campground (Rte. 20, Cinnamon Bay
            00831 | 340/693–5902 or 340/626–4769), where rentals are $40 to $80 per hour. Lessons are available right at the waterfront; just look for the Windsurfers stacked up on the beach. The cost for a one-hour lesson starts at $60, plus the cost of the board rental. You can also rent kayaks, Boogie boards, small sailboats, and surfboards.
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            ST. CROIX
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            History is so popular in St. Croix that planes are filled with Danish visitors who, like other vacationers, come to sun at the island’s powdery beaches, enjoy pampering at the hotels, and dine at interesting restaurants, but mainly wish to explore the island’s colonial history.
        

        
            Until 1917 Denmark owned St. Croix and her sister Virgin Islands, an aspect of the island’s past that is reflected in street names in the main towns of Christiansted and Frederiksted as well as surnames of many island residents. Those early Danish settlers, as well as those from other European nations, left behind slews of 18th- and 19th-century ruins, all of them worked by slaves brought over on ships from Africa, their descendants, and white indentured servants lured to St. Croix to pay off their debt to society. Some of the ruins—such as the Christiansted National Historic Site, Whim Plantation, the ruins at St. George Village Botanical Garden, and those at Estate Mount Washington and Judith’s Fancy—are open for easy exploration. Others are on private land, but a drive around the island reveals the ruins of 100 plantations here and there on St. Croix’s 84 square mi (218 square km). Their windmills, greathouses, and factories are all that’s
                left of the 224 plantations that once grew sugarcane, tobacco, and other agricultural products at the height of the island’s plantation glory.
        

        
            The downturn began in 1801 when the British occupied the island. The demise of the slave trade in 1803, another British occupation from 1807 to 1815, droughts, the development of the sugar beet industry in Europe, political upheaval, and a depression sent the island into a downward spiral.
        

        
            St. Croix never recovered from these blows. The end of slavery in 1848, followed by labor riots, fires, hurricanes, and an earthquake during the last half of the 19th century, brought what was left of the island’s economy to its knees. The start of prohibition in 1922 called a halt to the island’s rum industry, further crippling the economy. The situation remained dire—so bad that President Herbert Hoover called the territory an “effective poorhouse” during a 1931 visit—until the rise of tourism in the late 1950s and 1960s. With tourism came economic improvements coupled with an influx of residents from other Caribbean islands and the mainland, but St. Croix depends partly on industries such as the huge oil refinery outside Frederiksted to provide employment.
        

        
            Today suburban subdivisions fill the fields where sugarcane once waved in the tropical breeze. Condominium complexes line the beaches along the north coast outside Christiansted. Homes that are more elaborate dot the rolling hillsides. Modern strip malls and shopping centers sit along major roads, and it’s as easy to find a McDonald’s as it is Caribbean fare.
        

        
            Although St. Croix sits definitely in the 21st century, with only a little effort you can easily step back into the island’s past.
        

        
            EXPLORING ST. CROIX
        

        
            Although there are things to see and do in St. Croix’s two towns, Christiansted and Frederiksted (both named after Danish kings), there are lots of interesting spots in between them and to the east of Christiansted. Just be sure you have a map in hand (pick one up at rental-car agencies, or stop by the tourist office for an excellent one that’s free). Many secondary roads remain unmarked; if you get confused, ask for help. Locals are always ready to point you in the right direction.
        

        
            Christiansted
        

        
            Christiansted is a historic Danish-style town that always served as St. Croix’s commercial center. Your best bet is to see the historic sights in the morning, when it’s still cool. Break for lunch at an open-air restaurant before spending as much time as you like shopping.
        

        
            In the 1700s and 1800s Christiansted was a trading center for sugar, rum, and molasses. Today there are law offices, tourist shops, and restaurants, but many of the buildings, which start at the harbor and go up the gently sloped hillsides, still date from the 18th century. You can’t get lost. All streets lead back downhill to the water.
        

        If you want some friendly advice, stop by the Visitor Center (Government House, King St. 
            00820 | 340/773–1404 | www.usvitourism.vi) weekdays between 8 and 5 for maps and brochures.

        Danish Customs House.

             Built in 1830 on foundations that date from a century earlier, the historic building, which is near Ft. Christiansvaern, originally served as both a customshouse and a post office. In 1926 it became the Christiansted Library, and it’s been a national park facility since 1972. It’s closed to the public, but the sweeping front steps make a nice place to take a break.  | King St. 
            00820 | 340/773–1460 | www.nps.gov/chri.

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Ft. Christiansvaern.
 The large yellow fortress dominates the waterfront. Because it’s so easy to spot, it makes a good place to begin a walking tour. In 1749 the Danish built the fort to protect the harbor, but the structure was repeatedly damaged by hurricane-force winds and had to be partially rebuilt in 1771. It’s now a national historic site, the best preserved of the few remaining Danish-built forts in the Virgin Islands. The park’s visitor center is here. Rangers are on hand to answer questions.  | Hospital St. 
            00820 | 340/773–1460 | www.nps.gov/chri | $3 (includes Steeple Building)  | Weekdays 8–4:30, weekends 9–4:30.

        Government House.

             One of the town’s most elegant structures was built as a home for a Danish merchant in 1747. Today it houses offices. If you’re here weekdays from 8 to 4:30, slip into the peaceful inner courtyard to admire the still pools and gardens. A sweeping staircase leads you to a second-story ballroom, still used for official government functions.  | King St.
            00820 | 340/773–1404.

        Post Office Building. 

            Built in 1749, Christiansted’s former post office was once the Danish West India & Guinea Company warehouse. It now serves as the park’s administrative building.  | Church St. 
            00820

        Scale House. 

            Constructed in 1856, this was once the spot where goods passing through the port were weighed and inspected. Park staffers now sell a good selection of books about St. Croix history and its flora and fauna.  | King St. 
            00820 | 340/773–1460 | www.nps.gov/chri  | Weekdays 8–4:30, weekends 9–4:30.

        Steeple Building.

             Built by the Danes in 1753, the former church was the first Danish Lutheran church on St. Croix. It’s now a museum containing exhibits on the island’s Indian inhabitants. It’s worth the short walk to see the building’s collection of archaeological artifacts, displays on plantation life, and exhibits on the architectural development of Christiansted, the early history of the church, and Alexander Hamilton, the first secretary of the U.S. Treasury, who grew up in St. Croix. Hours are irregular, so ask at the visitor center.  | Church St. 
            00820 | 340/773–1460  | $3 (includes Ft. Christiansvaern). 

        
            East End
        

        
            An easy drive (roads are flat and well marked) to St. Croix’s eastern end takes you through some choice real estate. Ruins of old sugar estates dot the landscape. You can make the entire loop on the road that circles the island in about an hour, a good way to end the day. If you want to spend a full day exploring, you can find some nice beaches and easy walks with places to stop for lunch.
        

        Buck Island Reef National Monument.

             Buck Island has pristine beaches that are just right for sunbathing, but there’s also some shade for those who don’t want to fry. The snorkeling trail set in the reef allows close-up study of coral formations and tropical fish. Overly warm seawater temperatures have led to a condition called coral bleaching that has killed some of the coral. The reefs are starting to recover, but how long it will take is anyone’s guess. There’s an easy hiking trail to the island’s highest point, where you can be rewarded for your efforts by spectacular views of St. John. Charter-boat trips leave daily from the Christiansted waterfront or from Green Cay Marina, about 2 mi (3 km) east of Christiansted. Check with your hotel for recommendations.  | Off North Shore of St. Croix 
            00820 | 340/773–1460 | www.nps.gov/buis.

        Point Udall.

             This rocky promontory, the easternmost point in the United States, is about a half-hour drive from Christiansted. A paved road takes you to an overlook with glorious views. More adventurous folks can hike down to the pristine beach below. On the way back, look for the castle, an enormous mansion that can only be described as a cross between a Moorish mosque and the Taj Mahal. It was built by an extravagant recluse known only as the Contessa. Point Udall is sometimes a popular spot for thieves. Residents advise taking your valuables with you and leaving your car unlocked so they won’t break into it to look inside.  | Rte. 82, Et Stykkeland
            00820.

        
            Between Christiansted and Frederiksted
        

        
            A drive through the countryside between these two towns will take you past ruins of old plantations, many bearing whimsical names (Morningstar, Solitude, Upper Love) bestowed by early owners. The traffic moves quickly—by island standards—on the main roads, but you can pause and poke around if you head down some side lanes. It’s easy to find your way west, but driving from north to south requires good navigation. Don’t leave your hotel without a map. Allow an entire day for this trip, so you’ll have enough time for a swim at a north-shore beach. Although you can find lots of casual eateries on the main roads, pick up a picnic lunch if you plan to head off the beaten path.
        

        Cruzan Rum Distillery.

             A tour of the company’s factory, established in 1760, culminates in a tasting of its products, all sold here at bargain prices. It’s worth a stop to look at the distillery’s charming old buildings even if you’re not a rum connoisseur.  | West Airport Rd., Estate Diamond
            00820 | 340/692–2280 | www.cruzanrum.com | $4 | Weekdays 9–11:30 and 1–4:15. 

        Judith’s Fancy.

             In this upscale neighborhood are the ruins of an old greathouse and tower of the same name, both remnants of a circa-1750 Danish sugar plantation. The “Judith” comes from the first name of a woman buried on the property. From the guardhouse at the neighborhood entrance, follow Hamilton Drive past some of St. Croix’s loveliest homes. At the end of Hamilton Drive the road overlooks Salt River Bay, where Christopher Columbus anchored in 1493. On the way back, make a detour left off Hamilton Drive onto Caribe Road for a close look at the ruins. The million-dollar villas are something to behold, too.  | Turn north onto Rte. 751, off Rte. 75, Judith’s Fancy
            00820.

        Mt. Eagle.

             At 1,165 feet, this is St. Croix’s highest peak. Leaving Cane Bay and passing North Star Beach, follow the coastal road that dips briefly into a forest; then turn left on Route 69. Just after you make the turn, the pavement is marked with the words the beast and a set of giant paw prints. The hill you’re about to climb is the famous Beast of the St. Croix Half Ironman Triathlon, an annual event during which participants must cycle up this intimidating slope.  | Rte. 69
            00820. 

        Salt River Bay National Historical Park & Ecological Preserve.

             This joint national and local park commemorates the area where Christopher Columbus’s men skirmished with the Carib Indians in 1493 on his second visit to the New World. The peninsula on the bay’s east side is named for the event: Cabo de las Flechas (Cape of the Arrows). Although the park is just in the developing stages, it has several sights with cultural significance. A ball court, used by the Caribs in religious ceremonies, was discovered at the spot where the taxis park. Take a short hike up the dirt road to the ruins of an old earthen fort for great views of Salt River Bay. The area also encompasses a coastal estuary with the region’s largest remaining mangrove forest, a submarine canyon, and several endangered species, including the hawksbill turtle and the roseate tern. A visitor center, open winter only, sits just uphill to the west. The water at the beach can be on the rough side, but it’s a nice place for sunning.  | Rte. 75 to Rte. 80, Salt River 
            00820 | 340/773–1460 | www.nps.gov/sari | Tues.–Thurs. 9–4. 

        St. George Village Botanical Garden.

             At this 17-acre estate, fragrant flora grows amid the ruins of a 19th-century sugarcane plantation village. There are miniature versions of each ecosystem on St. Croix, from a semiarid cactus grove to a verdant rain forest.  | Rte. 70, turn north at sign, St. George
            00820 | 340/692–2874 | www.sgvbg.org | $8 | Daily 9–5. 

        
            Frederiksted and Environs
        

        
            St. Croix’s second-largest town, Frederiksted, was founded in 1751. Whereas Christiansted is noted for its Danish buildings, Frederiksted is better known for its Victorian architecture. One long cruise-ship pier juts into the sparkling sea. It’s the perfect place to start a tour of this quaint city. A stroll around its historic sights will take you no more than an hour. Allow a little more time if you want to duck into the few small shops.
        

        Lawaetz Museum.

             For a trip back in time, tour this circa-1750 farm. Owned by the prominent Lawaetz family since 1896, just after Carl Lawaetz arrived from Denmark, the lovely two-story house is in a valley at La Grange. A Lawaetz family member shows you the four-poster mahogany bed Carl and Marie shared, the china Marie painted, the family portraits, and the fruit trees that fed the family for several generations. Initially a sugar plantation, it was subsequently used to raise cattle and grow produce.  | Rte. 76, Mahogany Rd., Estate Little La Grange
            00820 | 340/772–1539 | www.stcroixlandmarks.com | $10 | Tues., Thurs., and Sat. 10–4. 

        Estate Mount Washington Plantation.

             Several years ago, while surveying the property, the owners discovered the ruins of a sugar plantation beneath the rain-forest brush. The grounds have since been cleared and opened to the public. You can take a self-guided walking tour of the mill, the rum factory, and other ruins.  | Rte. 63, Mount Washington 
            00820 | Daily dawn–dusk. 

        Frederiksted.

             This town is noted less for its Danish than for its Victorian architecture, which dates from after the slave rebellion and great fire of July 1848. Across from the pier, Federiksted’s visitor center (200 Strand St. 
            00820 | 340/772–0357) has brochures from numerous St. Croix businesses, as well as a few exhibits about the island. You can stop in weekdays from 8 to 5. 

        Sitting across from the waterfront in a historic building, the small Caribbean Museum Center for the Arts (10 Strand St. 
            00820 | 340/772–2622 | www.cmcarts.org) hosts an always-changing roster of exhibits. Many are cutting-edge multimedia efforts that you might be surprised to find in such an out-of-the way location. The openings are popular events. It’s open Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday from 10 to 6 and Friday noon to 6; admission is free.

        Ft. Frederik (Waterfront 
            00820 | 340/772–2021), completed in 1760, houses an art gallery and a number of interesting historical exhibits, including some focusing on the 1848 Emancipation and the 1917 transfer of the Virgin Islands from Denmark to the United States. It’s within earshot of the Frederiksted Visitor Center. The fort is open weekdays from 8:30 to 4; admission is $3. 

        St. Croix Leap.

             This workshop sits in the heart of the rain forest, about a 15-minute drive from Frederiksted. It sells mirrors, tables, breadboards, and mahogany jewelry boxes crafted by local artisans.  | Rte. 76, Brooks Hill 
            00820 | 340/772–0421 | Weekdays 9–5, Sat. 10–5. 

        West End Salt Pond.

             A bird-watcher’s delight, this salt pond attracts a large number of winged creatures, including flamingos.  | Veteran’s Shore Dr., Hesselberg
            00820. 

        Whim Plantation Museum.

             The lovingly restored estate, with a windmill, cook house, and other buildings, will give you a sense of what life was like on St. Croix’s sugar plantations in the 1800s. The oval-shaped greathouse has high ceilings and antique furniture and utensils. Notice its fresh, airy atmosphere—the waterless stone moat around the greathouse was used not for defense but for gathering cooling air. If you have kids, the grounds are the perfect place for them to run around, perhaps while you browse in the museum gift shop. It’s just outside of Frederiksted.  | Rte. 70, Estate Whim
            00820 | 340/772–0598 | www.stcroixlandmarks.com | $10 | Mon.–Sat. 10–4. 

        
            BEACHES
        

        
            Remember to remove all your valuables from the car and keep them out of sight when you go swimming. Unfortunately, break-ins have been reported on all three of the U.S. Virgin Islands; most locals recommend leaving your windows down and leaving absolutely nothing in your car.
        

        Buck Island. | Map

             Part of Buck Island Reef National Monument, this is a must-see for anyone in St. Croix. The beach is beautiful, but its finest treasures are those you can see when you plop off the boat and adjust your mask, snorkel, and fins to swim over colorful coral and darting fish. Don’t know how to snorkel? No problem—the boat crew will have you outfitted and in the water in no time. Take care not to step on those black-pointed spiny sea urchins or touch the mustard-color fire coral, which can cause a nasty burn. Most charter-boat trips start with a snorkel over the lovely reef before a stop at the island’s beach. An easy 20-minute hike leads uphill to an overlook for a bird’s-eye view of the reef below. Find restrooms at the beach.  | 5 mi (8 km) north of St. Croix  | 340/773–1460 | www.nps.gov/buis.

        Cane Bay.

             On the island’s breezy North Shore, Cane Bay does not always have gentle waters, but there are seldom many people around, and the scuba diving and snorkeling are wondrous. You can see elkhorn and brain corals, and less than 200 yards out is the drop-off called Cane Bay Wall. Cane Bay can be an all-day destination. You can rent kayaks and snorkeling and scuba gear at water-sports shops across the road, and a couple of casual restaurants beckon when the sun gets too hot. The beach has no public restrooms.  | Rte. 80, about 4 mi (6 km) west of Salt River, Cane Bay.

        West End beaches. | Map

            There are several unnamed beaches along the coast road north of Frederiksted, but it’s best if you don’t stray too far from civilization. For safety’s sake, most vacationers plop down their towel near one of the casual restaurants spread out along Route 63. The beachfront Sunset Grill makes a nice spot for lunch. The beach at the Rainbow Beach Club, a five-minute drive outside Frederiksted, has a bar, a casual restaurant, water sports, and volleyball. If you want to be close to the cruise-ship pier, just stroll on over to the adjacent sandy beach in front of Ft. Frederik. On the way south out of Frederiksted, the stretch near Sandcastle on the Beach hotel is also lovely.  | Rte. 63, north and south of Frederiksted.

        
            WHERE TO EAT
        

        
            Seven flags have flown over St. Croix, and each has left its legacy in the island’s cuisine. You can feast on Italian, French, and American dishes; there are even Chinese and Mexican restaurants in Christiansted. Fresh local seafood is plentiful and always good; wahoo, mahimahi, and conch are most popular. Island chefs often add Caribbean twists to familiar dishes. For a true island experience, stop at a local restaurant for goat stew, curried chicken, or fried pork chops. Regardless of where you eat, your meal will be an informal affair. As is the case everywhere in the Caribbean, prices are higher than you’d pay on the mainland. Some restaurants may close for a week or two in September or October, so if you’re traveling during these months, it’s best to call ahead.
        

        
            Christiansted
        

        Avocado Pitt. | Map

            $ | ECLECTIC |  Locals gather at this Christiansted waterfront spot for the breakfast and lunch specials as well as for a bit of gossip. Breakfast runs to stick-to-the-ribs dishes like oatmeal and pancakes. Lunches include such dressed-up basics as the Yard Bird on a Bun, a chicken-breast sandwich tarted up with a liberal dose of hot sauce. The yellowfin tuna sandwich is made from fresh fish and gives a new taste to a standard lunchtime favorite.  | King Christian Hotel, 59 Kings Wharf
            00820 | 340/773–9843 | AE, MC, V | No dinner. 

        Café Christine. | Map

            $$ | FRENCH |  At this favorite with the professionals who work in downtown Christiansted the presentations are as dazzling as the food. The small menu changes daily, but look for dishes such as shrimp-and-asparagus salad drizzled with a lovely vinaigrette or a vegetarian plate with quiche, salad, and lentils. Desserts are perfection. If the pear pie topped with chocolate is on the menu, don’t hesitate. This tiny restaurant has tables in both the air-conditioned dining room and on the outside porch that overlooks historic buildings.  | Apothecary Hall Courtyard, 4 Company St. 
            00820 | 340/713–1500 | No credit cards | Closed weekends and July–mid-Nov. No dinner. 

        Harvey’s. | Map

            $ | CARIBBEAN |  The dining room is plain, even dowdy, and plastic lace tablecloths constitute the sole attempt at decor—but who cares? The food is delicious. Daily specials, such as mouthwatering goat stew and tender conch in butter, served with big helpings of rice and vegetables, are listed on the blackboard. Genial owner Sarah Harvey takes great pride in her kitchen, bustling out from behind the stove to chat and urge you to eat up.  | 11B Company St. 
            00820 | 340/773–3433 | MC, V  | Closed Sun. No dinner. 

        Kendricks. | Map

            $$$ | CONTINENTAL |  The chef at this open-air restaurant—a longtime favorite among locals—conjures up creative contemporary cuisine. To start, try the Alaskan king crab cakes with habanero aioli or the warm chipotle pepper with a garlic and onion soup. Move on to the house specialty: herb-crusted rack of lamb with roasted garlic and fresh thyme sauce.  | Company St. and King Cross St.
            00820 | 340/773–9199 | MC, V | Closed Sun. No lunch. 

        Restaurant Bacchus. | Map

            $$$$ | CONTINENTAL |  On the chic side, this restaurant is as notable for its extensive wine list as it is for its food. The menu changes regularly, but often includes favorites such as chopped tuna in a soy-sesame dressing served over crispy wontons. Such entrées as local lobster and fresh fish, steak swimming in mushroom sauce, and the osso bucco over a crisp polenta cake are always popular. For dessert, try the rum-drenched sourdough bread pudding.  | Queen Cross St. off King St. 
            00820 | 340/692–9922 | www.restaurantbacchus.com  | AE, MC, V | Closed Mon. No lunch. 

        Rum Runners. | Map

            $$$ | CONTINENTAL |  The view is as stellar as the food at this highly popular local standby. Sitting right on Christiansted boardwalk, Rum Runners serves everything, including a to-die-for salad of crispy romaine lettuce and tender grilled lobster drizzled with lemongrass vinaigrette. More hearty fare includes baby back ribs cooked with the restaurant’s special spice blend and Guinness stout.  | Hotel Caravelle, 44A Queen Cross St. 
            00820 | 340/773–6585 | www.rumrunnersstcroix.com | AE, MC, V. 

        Savant. | Map

            $$$ | CONTINENTAL |  Savant is one of those small but special spots that locals love. The cuisine is a fusion of Mexican, Thai, and Caribbean—an unusual combination that works surprisingly well. You can find anything from fresh fish to Thai curry with chicken to maple-teriyaki pork tenderloin coming out of the kitchen. With 20 tables crammed into the indoor dining room and small courtyard, this little place can get crowded. Call early for reservations.  | 4C Hospital St. 
            00820 | 340/713–8666 | AE, MC, V | Closed Sun.
            No lunch.

        
            Outside Christiansted
        

        Breezez. | Map

            $$$ | ECLECTIC |  This aptly named restaurant is poolside at Club St. Croix condominiums. Visitors and locals are drawn by its reasonable prices and good food. This is the place on the island to be for Sunday brunch. Locals gather for lunch, when the menu includes everything from burgers to blackened prime rib with a horseradish sauce. For dessert, try the flourless chocolate torte—a wedge of rich chocolate served with a river of chocolate sauce.  | Club St. Croix, 3220 Golden Rock, off Rte. 752, Golden Rock 
            00820 | 340/718–7077 | AE, D, MC, V. 

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Elizabeth’s at H2O. | Map

            $$$ | ECLECTIC |  With a lovely beachfront location and stellar food, this restaurant has developed quite a following. Lunch brings out lots of locals for the West Indian buffet that features mahimahi creole-style. Dinner entrées include surf and turf with mashed potatoes.  | Hibiscus Beach Resort, off Rte. 752, Estate Princess | 4131 La Grand Princess, Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/718–0735 | www.elizabethsath2o.com | AE, MC, V. 

        Salud Bistro.  | Map

            $$$ | ITALIAN | This eatery’s imaginative menu takes its cue from the fresh flavors of the Mediterranean. Start with the savory cheese plate served with homemade bread and crostini before moving on to fresh fish or the grilled duck with a hibiscus confit.  | Princess Shopping Center, Rte. 75, La Grande Princess 
            00820 | 340/718–7900 | www.saludbistro.com | AE, MC, V  | Closed Sun.

        Tutto Bene. | Map

            $$$ | ITALIAN |  Its muraled walls, brightly striped cushions, and painted trompe-l’oeil tables make Tutto Bene look more like a sophisticated Mexican cantina than an Italian cucina. One bite of the food, however, will clear up any confusion. Written on hanging mirrors is the daily menu, which includes such specialties as veal saltimbocca and scaloppine of veal with prosciutto and sage. Desserts, including a decadent tiramisu, are on the menu as well.  | Hospital St., in Boardwalk shopping center, Gallows Bay | 340/773–5229 | www.tuttobenerestaurant.com | AE, MC, V | No lunch. 

        
            East End
        

        The Deep End. | Map

            $$ | ECLECTIC |  A favorite with locals and vacationers, this poolside restaurant serves up terrific crab-cake sandwiches, London broil with onions and mushrooms, and delicious pasta in various styles. To get here from Christiansted, take Route 82 and turn left at the sign for Green Cay Marina.  | Tamarind Reef Hotel, Annas Hope
            00820 | 340/713–7071 | MC, V. 

        The Galleon. | Map

            $$$$ | ECLECTIC |  This popular dockside restaurant is always busy. Start with the Caesar salad or perhaps a grilled lamb lollipop with a tamarind glaze. The chef’s signature dish is a tender filet mignon topped with fresh local lobster. Fish lovers should try the mahimahi marinated in rum and served with a citrus glaze. Take Route 82 out of Christiansted, and then turn left at the sign for Green Cay Marina.  | Green Cay Marina, Annas Hope
            00820 | 340/773–9949 | www.galleonrestaurant.com  | AE,MC, V | No lunch. 

        
            Frederiksted
        

        Beach Side Café.

            $$ | ECLECTIC | Sunday brunch is big, but locals and visitors flock to this oceanfront bistro at Sandcastle on the Beach resort for lunch and dinner. Both menus include burgers and flatbread pizza, but at dinner the grilled porkchop with mango salsa shines. For lunch, the hummus plate is a good bet.  | Rte. 71, Frederiksted | 340/772–1205  | www.sandcastleonthebeach.com  | AE, D, MC, V  | Closed Tues.–Thurs.

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Blue Moon. | Map

            $$$ | ECLECTIC |  This terrific little bistro, which has a loyal local following, offers a changing menu that draws on Cajun and Caribbean flavors. Try the spicy gumbo with andouille sausage or crab cakes with a spicy aioli for your appetizer. A grilled chicken breast served with spinach and artichoke hearts and topped with Parmesan and cheddar cheeses makes a good entrée. The Almond Joy sundae should be your choice for dessert. There’s live jazz on Wednesday and Friday.  | 7 Strand St.
            00820 | 340/772–2222 | www.bluemoonstcroix.com | AE, MC, V | Closed Mon.

        Turtles Deli. | Map

            $ | ECLECTIC |  Eat outside at this tiny spot just as you enter downtown Frederiksted. Lunches are as basic as a corned beef on rye or as imaginative as the Raven (turkey breast with bacon, tomato, and melted cheddar cheese on French bread). Also good is the Beast, named after the grueling hill that challenges bikers in the annual triathlon. It’s piled high with hot roast beef, raw onion, and melted Swiss cheese with horseradish and mayonnaise. Early risers stop by for cinnamon buns and espresso.  | 38 Strand St., at Prince Passage 
            00820 | 340/772–3676 | www.turtlesdeli.com | No credit cards | Closed Sun. No dinner. 

        
            Outside Frederiksted
        

        Sunset Grill. | Map

            $$$ | ECLECTIC |  As you would expect, this alfresco restaurant is a hot spot for sunset watchers, as well as a social hub for locals. The ever-changing menu features fish, fish, and more fish. Try the almond-crusted grouper in a white wine–butter sauce or whatever else the chef whips up for the day. Those who aren’t fond of seafood can pick from dishes such as a rib-eye steak for dinner. Desserts might include a double-fudge chocolate cake. It’s about 2 km (1 mi) north of Frederiksted.  | Rte. 63, Sprat Hall
            00820 | 340/772–5855 | www.sunsetgrill-stx.com | MC, V.

        
            North Shore
        

        Off the Wall. | Map

            $$ | ECLECTIC |  Divers fresh from a plunge at the North Shore’s popular Cane Bay Wall gather at this breezy spot on the beach. If you want to sit a spell before you order, a hammock beckons. Deli sandwiches, served with delicious chips, make up most of the menu. Pizza and salads are also available.  | Rte. 80, Cane Bay 
            00820 | 340/778–4771 | MC, V. 

        
            WHERE TO STAY
        

        
            You can find everything from plush resorts to simple beachfront digs in St. Croix. If you sleep in either the Christiansted or Frederiksted area, you’ll be closest to shopping, restaurants, and nightlife. Most of the island’s other hotels will put you just steps from the beach. St. Croix has several small but special properties that offer personalized service. If you like all the comforts of home, you may prefer to stay in a condominium or villa. Room rates on St. Croix are competitive with those on other islands, and if you travel off-season, you can find substantially reduced prices. Many properties offer money-saving honeymoon and dive packages. Whether you stay in a hotel, a condominium, or a villa, you’ll enjoy up-to-date amenities. Most properties have room TVs, but at some bed-and-breakfasts there might be only one, in the common room.
        

        
            Although a stay right in historic Christiansted may mean putting up with a little urban noise, you probably won’t have trouble sleeping. Christiansted rolls up the sidewalks fairly early, and humming air-conditioners drown out any noise. Solitude is guaranteed at hotels and inns outside Christiansted and those on the outskirts of sleepy Frederiksted.
        

        
            Private Condominiums and Villas
        

        
            St. Croix has villas scattered all over the island, but most are in the center or on the East End. Renting a villa gives you all the convenience of home as well as top-notch amenities. Many have pools, hot tubs, and deluxe furnishings. Most companies meet you at the airport, arrange for a rental car, and provide helpful information about the island.
        

        
            If you want to be close to the island’s restaurants and shopping, look for a condominium or villa in the hills above Christiansted or on either side of the town. An East End location gets you out of Christiansted’s hustle and bustle, but you’re still only 15 minutes from town. North Shore locations are lovely, with gorgeous sea views and lots of peace and quiet.
        

        Island Villas

            $ |  (340/773–8821 or 800/626–4512 | www.stcroixislandvillas.com) has a supply of villas across the island. Vacation St. Croix (340/718–0361 or 877/788–0361 | www.vacationstcroix.com) has villas all around the island.

        
            The following reviews have been condensed for this book. Please go to Fodors.com for expanded reviews of each property.
        

        
            Christiansted
        

        Hotel Caravelle. | Map

            $$ | HOTEL |  Near the harbor, at the waterfront end of a pleasant shopping arcade, the Caravelle’s in-town location puts you steps away from shops and restaurants. Rooms are tasteful and tropical, with white walls and floral-print bedspreads and curtains; most have ocean views. A small pool provides swimming and sunning opportunities. The ever-popular Rum Runners restaurant sits just off the lobby. Pros: good restaurant; convenient location; convenient parking. Cons: no beach; busy in-town neighborhood.  | 44A Queen Cross St. 
            00820 | 340/773–0687 or 800/524–0410 | www.hotelcaravelle.com | 43 rooms, 1 suite | In-room: refrigerator, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: restaurant, bar, pool, Internet terminal, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, DC, MC, V | EP. 

        Hotel on the Cay. | Map

            $ | RESORT |  Hop on the free ferry to reach this peaceful lodging in the middle of Christiansted Harbor. Although the island location sounds a bit inconvenient, the ferry ride takes no time at all. The captain zips over to the waterfront whenever he sees someone waiting. Rooms are pleasantly furnished and have harbor views, balconies or patios, and kitchenettes for times when you don’t want to eat at the hotel’s restaurant. In addition to sunning at the small beach, chatting with fellow travelers, and strolling the lushly planted grounds, you can try snorkeling and other water sports. Keep an eye out for one of the endangered St. Croix ground lizards that call the island home.
            Pros: quiet atmosphere; convenient location; lovely beach. Cons: accessible only by ferry; no parking available.  | Protestant Cay 
            00820-4441 | 340/773–2035 or 800/524–2035 | www.hotelonthecay.com | 53 rooms | In-room: refrigerator. In-hotel: restaurant, pool, beachfront, water sports, Internet terminal, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | D, MC, V | EP. 

        King Christian Hotel. | Map

            $–$$ | HOTEL |  A stay at the King Christian puts you right in the heart of Christiansted’s historic district. Parts of the building date back to the mid-1700s, but numerous renovations have brought it up to modern standards. Rooms are a bit on the pedestrian side, but floral spreads and pastel walls brighten things up considerably. Unless you’re on a rock-bottom budget, don’t opt for the depressing rooms in the back. You can hop a ferry to nearby Protestant Cay for an afternoon at the beach when you tire of the pool. You’re a quick walk from restaurants, shops, and water-sports excursions. Pros: rooms have ocean views; car rental in lobby; convenient location. Cons: no beach; need to take a taxi at night; no parking lot.  | 57 King St., Box 24467 
            00824-0467 | 340/773–6330 or 800/524–2012 | www.kingchristian.com | 39 rooms | In-room: safe (some), refrigerator. In-hotel: pool, diving, Internet terminal, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, MC, V | CP. 

        
            Outside Christiansted
        

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Carringtons Inn. | Map

            $–$$ | B&B |  Hands-on owners Claudia and Roger Carrington are the real reason to stay here, and they conjure up delicious breakfasts—rum-soaked French toast is a house specialty—dole out advice, and make you feel right at home. Formerly a private home, the comfy bed-and-breakfast is a 10-minute drive from Christiansted. Each room is different, with a decorating theme that reflects a namesake flower. Wicker furniture, handwoven carpets, and balconies in some rooms, colorful spreads, and sea or pool views create an inviting atmosphere. The hillside suburban location means you need a rental car if you stay. Pros: welcoming hosts; tasteful rooms; great breakfasts. Cons: no beach; need car to get around.  | 4001 Estate
                Hermon Hill, Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/713–0508 or 877/658–0508 | www.carringtonsinn.com | 5 rooms | In-room: refrigerator, no TV. In-hotel: pool, Internet terminal, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, MC, V | BP. 

        
            East End
        

        The Buccaneer. | Map

            $$$–$$$$ | RESORT |  For travelers who want everything at their fingertips, this resort has sandy beaches, swimming pools, and extensive sports facilities. A palm-tree-lined main drive leads to the large, pink main building atop a hill; the rest of the resort sits on the grounds of a 300-acre former sugar plantation, where shops, restaurants, and guest quarters are scattered about the manicured lawns. Spacious rooms are tropical in style, with tile floors, four-poster beds, massive wardrobes of pale wood, marble baths, and local art. Beachside Doubloon rooms are the largest and are steps from the sand, but you can be perfectly comfortable no matter where you stay.
            Pros: beachfront location; numerous activities; nice golf course. Cons: pricey rates; insular environment; need car to get around.  | Rte. 82, Box 25200, Shoys 
            00824 | 340/712–2100 or 800/255–3881 | www.thebuccaneer.com | 138 rooms | In-room: safe, refrigerator, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: 3 restaurants, bar, golf course, tennis courts, pools, gym, spa, beachfront, water sports, children’s programs (ages 4–12), Internet terminal, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, MC, V | BP. 

        Chenay Bay Beach Resort. | Map

            $$$–$$$$ | RESORT |  The seaside setting and complimentary tennis and water-sports equipment make this resort a real find, particularly for families with active kids. Rooms have ceramic-tile floors, tropical color schemes, rattan furnishings, and front porches. Gravel paths meander among terraced wood or stucco cottages. Other facilities include a large L-shape pool, a protected beach, a picnic area, and a casual restaurant. There’s also a reasonably priced shuttle to grocery stores and shopping areas. Pros: beachfront location; good children’s program; wide array of water sports. Cons: need car to get around; lacks pizzazz.  | Rte. 82, Green Cay | Box 24600,
                Christiansted 
            00824 | 340/773–2918 or 800/548–4457 | www.chenaybay.com | 50 rooms | In-room: refrigerator. In-hotel: restaurant, bar, tennis courts, pool, beachfront, water sports, children’s programs (ages 4–12), Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, MC, V | EP. 

        Divi Carina Bay Resort. | Map

            $$$–$$$$ | RESORT |  An oceanfront location, the island’s only casino, and plenty of activities make this resort a good bet. Most rooms are close to the beach, but the villas are across the road, behind the main building. The rooms have rattan and wicker furniture, white-tile floors, and sapphire and teal colors. Although its location on the island’s East End puts you a long way from anywhere, the hotel provides a fair number of activities to keep you busy. Pros: spacious beach; good restaurant; on-site casino. Cons: need car to get around; many stairs to climb; staff can seem chilly.  | 25 Rte. 60, Estate Turner Hole 
            00820 | 340/773–9700 or 877/773–9700 | www.divicarina.com | 146 rooms, 2 suites, 20 villas | In-room: safe, refrigerator, Internet, Wi-Fi (some). In-hotel: 2 restaurants, golf course, bars, tennis courts, pool, gym, beachfront, water sports, Internet terminal, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms  | AE, D, MC, V | EP. 

        Tamarind Reef Hotel. | Map

            $$$–$$$$ | HOTEL |  Spread out along a sandy beach, these low-slung buildings offer casual comfort. Independent travelers who want the option to eat in or out will enjoy the rooms with basic kitchenettes. The spacious modern rooms have rattan furniture, tropical-print fabrics, and either a terrace or a deck with views of St. Croix’s sister islands. Snorkelers can explore a nearby reef, but shallow water makes serious swimming difficult. There’s a snack bar just off the beach, and the Galleon Restaurant is next door at Green Cay Marina. Pros: good snorkeling; tasty restaurant; rooms have kitchenettes. Cons: need car to get around; motel-style rooms.  | 5001 Tamarind Reef, off Rte. 82,
                Annas Hope 
            00820 | 340/773–4455 or 800/619–0014 | www.tamarindreefhotel.com | 39 rooms | In-room: refrigerator, Wi-Fi (some). In-hotel: restaurant, pool, water sports, no-smoking rooms | AE, DC, MC, V | EP. 

        Villa Madeleine. | Map

            $$$$ | VACATION VILLAS |  If you like privacy and your own private pool, you’ll like Villa Madeleine. The two-story villas flow downhill from this condominium resort’s centerpiece, a West Indian plantation greathouse. Each villa has a full kitchen. The decor evokes the property’s natural surroundings: rattan furniture with plush cushions, rocking chairs, and, in some, bamboo four-poster beds. Special touches include pink-marble showers and hand-painted floral wall borders. You definitely need a car for sightseeing. Pros: pleasant decor; full kitchens; private pools. Cons: lower units sometimes lack views; need car to get around.  | Off Rte. 82, Teague Bay | 5014
                Villa Madeleine, Christiansted 
            00820 | 678/799–9600 or 877/507–5746 | www.rentonstcroix.com | 43 villas | In-room: kitchen. In-hotel: tennis court, pools, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, MC, V | EP. 

        
            Frederiksted
        

        Sandcastle on the Beach. | Map

            $–$$$ | HOTEL |  Right on a gorgeous stretch of white beach, this hotel caters primarily to gay men and lesbians, but everyone is welcome. The hotel has a tropical charm that harks back to a simpler time in the Caribbean; proximity to Frederiksted’s interesting dining scene is also a plus. Rooms, which have contemporary decor, tile floors, and bright fabrics, come in several sizes and locations. All have kitchens or kitchenettes, and most have sea views. Packages that include some meals can be a good value. Although a few people bring their kids, the hotel caters more to singles and couples, especially during the winter season. Pros: lovely beach; close to restaurants; gay-friendly vibe. Cons: neighborhood sketchy at night; need car to get around; no
                children’s activities.  | 127 Smithfield, Rte. 71, Frederiksted 
            00840 | 340/772–1205 or 800/524–2018 | www.sandcastleonthebeach.com | 8 rooms, 8 suites, 5 villas | In-room: no phone, safe, kitchen (some). In-hotel: restaurant, pools, gym, beachfront, water sports, laundry facilities, Internet terminal, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, MC, V | CP. 

        
            North Shore
        

        Cane Bay Reef Club. | Map

            $–$$ | VACATION CONDO |  These modestly sized lodgings sit seaside in the peaceful community of Cane Bay. They’re perfect for folks who don’t need every amenity but want to be right at the water’s edge. All the rooms in the two-story buildings have no-frills kitchenettes, the usual rattan furniture with tropical accents, and balconies or porches that put you almost on the beach. You can rent dive gear nearby to explore St. Croix’s famous Cane Bay Wall. Pros: close to Cane Bay Beach; restaurants nearby; nice views. Cons: need car to get around; decor dated; on busy road.  | Rte. 80, Cane Bay | Box 1407, Kingshill 
            00851 | 340/778–2966 or 800/253–8534 | www.canebay.com | 9 units | In-room: kitchen. In-hotel: restaurant, pool, Internet terminal, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | D, DC, MC, V | EP. 

        Carambola Beach Resort. | Map

            $$$–$$$$ | RESORT |  We like this resort’s stellar beachfront setting and peaceful ambience. As of this writing the hotel is still in the midst of a massive renovation, which began in 2007. The refurbished rooms are lovely, with attractive palm-theme accessories that match the resort’s atmosphere. All have terra-cotta floors, ceramic lamps, mahogany ceilings and furnishings, and rocking chairs. Each has a patio and a huge bathroom (shower only). Lushly planted walkways connect the rooms and the hotel’s restaurants and pool. Pros: lovely beach; relaxing atmosphere; close to golf. Cons: ongoing renovation; still some dated rooms; need car to get around.  | Rte. 80, Davis Bay | Box 3031, Kingshill 
            00851 | 340/778–3800 or 888/503–8760 | www.carambolabeach.com | 151 rooms | In-room: safe, kitchen (some), Internet. In-hotel: 3 restaurants, tennis courts, pool, gym, spa, beachfront, diving, water sports, Internet terminal, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, DC, MC, V.

        Club St. Croix. | Map

            $$ | VACATION CONDO |  Sitting beachfront just outside Christiansted, this modern condominium complex faces a lovely sandy beach. You have easy access to shopping and restaurants in nearby Christiansted, but you need a car to get there. Breezez restaurant provides full meal service if you tire of cooking in your fully equipped kitchen. Spacious condos come in different sizes: studios and one- and two-bedrooms; all have balconies or patios. Rooms have rattan furniture and bright accents. The location near public housing doesn’t encourage strolls through the neighborhood. Pros: beachfront location; good restaurant; full kitchens. Cons: need car to get around; sketchy neighborhood.  | Rte. 752, Estate Golden Rock 
            00824 | 340/718–9150 or 800/524–2025 | www.antillesresorts.com | 53 apartments | In-room: kitchen, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: restaurant, tennis courts, pool, beachfront, Internet terminal, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, MC, V | EP. 

        Colony Cove. | Map

            $$ | VACATION CONDO |  In a string of condominium complexes, Colony Cove lets you experience comfortable beachfront living. Units all have two bedrooms, two bathrooms, and washer–dryer combos, making it a good choice for families. They have typical tropical furnishings with most furniture made of rattan and wicker. Floors are tile. The neighborhood isn’t the best, so don’t plan on strolling too far at night. Pros: beachfront location; comfortable units; good views. Cons: sketchy neighborhood; need car to get around.  | Rte. 752, Estate Golden Rock 
            00824 | 340/718–1965 or 800/524–2025 | www.antillesresorts.com | 62 apartments | In-room: kitchen, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: pool, beachfront, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, MC, V | EP. 

        Hibiscus Beach Hotel. | Map

            $$ | RESORT |  This hotel is on a lovely beach—the best reason to stay here. Rooms, each named for a tropical flower, show obvious wear and tear, but all have spacious balconies and are decorated with brightly colored fabrics. Bathrooms are clean but nondescript—both the shower stalls and the vanity mirrors are on the small side. You’ll need a car to get around, as the surrounding neighborhood isn’t a great place for walking at night. Pros: nice beach; good restaurant; close to Christiansted. Cons: dated decor; sketchy neighborhood; need car to get around.  | 4131 Estate La Grande Princesse, off Rte. 752, La Grande Princesse 
            00820-4441 | 340/718–4042 or 800/442–0121 | www.hibiscusbeachresort.com | 38 rooms | In-room: safe, refrigerator, Internet. In-hotel: restaurant, pool, beachfront, water sports, Internet terminal, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, MC, V | CP. 

        Mount Victory Camp. | Map

            $ | CAMPGROUND |  A remarkable quietude distinguishes this out-of-the-way spread on 8 acres in the island’s rain forest. If you really want to commune with nature, you’ll be hard-pressed to find a better way to do it on St. Croix. Hosts Bruce and Mathilde Wilson are on hand to explain the environment. You sleep in screened-in tent–cottages perched on a raised platform and covered by a roof. Each has electricity and a rudimentary outdoor kitchen. The shared, spotlessly clean bathhouse is an easy stroll away. The location feels remote, but a lovely sand beach and the Sunset Grill restaurant are a 2-mi (3-km) drive down the hill. In another 10 minutes you’re in Frederiksted. Pros: quiet location; friendly hosts; clean bathrooms. Cons: need car to get
                around; basic facilities.  | Flush toilets, drinking water, showers, picnic tables, public Wi-Fi | 6 tent cottages, 25 bare sites | Creque Dam Rd., Frederiksted 
            00841 | 340/772–1651 or 866/772–1651 | www.mtvictorycamp.com | Reservations essential | No credit cards. 

        Sugar Beach. | Map

            $$ | VACATION CONDO |  With all the conveniences of home, Sugar Beach has apartments that are immaculate and breezy. Each unit has a full kitchen and a large patio or balcony with an ocean view; larger ones also have washers and dryers. Although the exteriors are drab stucco, the interiors are enlivened by tropical furnishings. The pool occupies the ruins of a 250-year-old sugar mill. A lovely beach is just steps away, and Christiansted’s conveniences are an easy 10-minute drive. It’s one of a string of condominium complexes near a public-housing project, so don’t walk in the neighborhood at night. Pros: pleasant beach; full kitchens; space to spread out. Cons: sketchy neighborhood; need car to get around.  | Rte. 752,
                Estate Golden Rock 
            00820 | 340/718–5345 or 800/524–2049 | www.sugarbeachstcroix.com | 46 apartments | In-room: kitchen, Wi-Fi (some). In-hotel: tennis courts, pool, beachfront, Internet terminal, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, MC, V | EP. 

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Villa Greenleaf. | Map | Photo

            $$$$ | B&B |  This spacious B&B is all about the details—four-poster beds with elegant duvets, towels folded just so, hand-stenciled trim on the walls, and gardens tastefully planted. Staying here is like visiting a well-heeled relative who happens to have a home in the Caribbean. The house was built in the 1950s, but was totally renovated in 2004. You’ll want to spend your days gazing at the lovely view of St. Croix’s North Shore or relaxing beside the sparkling pool. A car is included in the rates for trips around the island. Pros: tasteful decor; convivial atmosphere; car included in rate. Cons: no beach; no restaurants nearby; need car to get around.  | Island Center Rd., Montpelier | Box 675, Christiansted 
            00821 | 340/719–1958 or 888/282–1001 | www.villagreenleaf.com | 5 rooms | In-room: safe, refrigerator, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: pool, Wi-Fi, no-smoking rooms | AE, D, MC, V | BP. 

        Villa Margarita. | Map

            $$ | VACATION CONDO |  This quiet retreat provides a particularly good base if you want to admire the dramatic views of the windswept coast. It’s along a tranquil North Shore beach, about 20 minutes from Christiansted’s shops and restaurants. Units vary in size, but all come with kitchenettes, tropical furnishings, private balconies, and those spectacular views. Swimming in front of the hotel is difficult because of the shallow water, but other sandy beaches are steps away. The snorkeling nearby is excellent. Pros: friendly host; great views; snorkeling nearby. Cons: isolated location; need car to get around; limited amenities.  | Off Rte. 80, Salt River | 9024
                Salt River, Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/713–1930 or 866/274–8811 | www.villamargarita.com | 3 units | In-room: no phone, refrigerator. In-hotel: pool, no kids under 18, no-smokingrooms | AE, D, MC, V | EP. 

        Waves at Cane Bay. | Map

            $$ | HOTEL |  St. Croix’s famed Cane Bay Wall is just offshore from this hotel, giving it an enviable location. It’s a good bet for divers, as there’s a dive shop just down the road. Although the hotel’s stretch of beach is rocky, you can sunbathe at a small patch of sand beside the pool. Two blue-and-white buildings are where you can find large balconied rooms decorated in soft pastels. Pros: great diving; restaurants nearby; beaches nearby. Cons: need car to get around; on main road; bland decor.  | Rte. 80, Cane Bay | Box 1749, Kingshill 
            00851 | 340/778–1805 or 800/545–0603 | www.canebaystcroix.com | 12 rooms | In-room: kitchen, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: restaurant, bar, pool, no-smoking rooms | MC, V | EP. 

        
            NIGHTLIFE AND THE ARTS
        

        
            The island’s nightlife is ever-changing, and its arts scene is eclectic—ranging from Christmastime performances of 
            The Nutcracker
             to any locally organized shows. Folk-art traditions, such as quadrille dancers, are making a comeback. To find out what’s happening, pick up the local newspapers—
            V. I. Daily News
             and 
            St. Croix Avis
            —available at newsstands. Christiansted has a lively and eminently casual club scene near the waterfront. Frederiksted has a couple of restaurants and clubs offering weekend entertainment.
        

        
            Nightlife
        

        Blue Moon

         (7 Strand St., Frederiksted
            00820 | 340/772–2222), a waterfront restaurant, is the place to be for live jazz on Wednesday and Friday.Although you can gamble at the island’s only casino, it’s the nightly music that draws big crowds to Divi Carina Bay Resort (25 Rte. 60, Estate Turner Hole
            00820 | 340/773–7529). Fort Christian Brew Pub (Boardwalk at end of Kings Alley, Christiansted
            00820 | 340/713–9820 | www.fortchristianbrewpub.com) is where locals and visitors listen to live music Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday. Hotel on the Cay (Protestant Cay, Christiansted
            00820 | 340/773–2035) has a West Indian buffet on Tuesday night in the winter season, when you can watch a broken-bottle dancer (a dancer who braves a carpet of shattered glass) and mocko jumbie (stilt-dancing) characters.

        
            The Arts
        

        Sunset Jazz

         (Waterfront, Frederiksted 
            00820 | 340/690–0617) has become the hot event in Frederiksted, drawing crowds of both visitors and locals at 6 pm on the third Friday of every month to watch the sun go down and hear good music. The Whim Plantation Museum (Rte. 70, Estate Whim 
            00820 | 340/772–0598), outside Frederiksted, hosts classical music concerts in winter.

        
            SHOPPING
        

        
            Areas and Malls
        

        
            Although the shopping on St. Croix isn’t as varied or extensive as that on St. Thomas, the island does have several small stores with unusual merchandise. In Christiansted the best shopping areas are the 
            Pan Am Pavilion
             and 
            Caravelle Arcade,
             off Strand Street, and along 
            King
             and 
            Company streets.
             These streets give way to arcades filled with boutiques. 
            Gallows Bay
             has a blossoming shopping area in a quiet neighborhood. St. Croix shop hours are usually Monday through Saturday 9 to 5, but there are some shops in Christiansted open in the evening. Stores are often closed on Sunday.
        

        
            The best shopping in Frederiksted is along 
            Strand Street
             and in the side streets and alleyways that connect it with 
            King Street.
             Most stores close on Sunday, except when a cruise ship is in port. One caveat: Frederiksted has a reputation for muggings, so for safety’s sake stick to populated areas of Strand and King streets, where there are few—if any—problems.
        

        
            Specialty Items
        

        
            Art
        

        Danica Art Gallery

         (6 Company St., Christiansted
            00820 | 340/719–6000) displays and sells the modernist paintings of owner Danica David; jewelry, pottery, and other works by various artists also fill this gallery.

        
            Books
        

        Undercover Books

         (5030 Anchor Way, Gallows Bay
            00820 | 340/719–1567) sells Caribbean-themed books as well as the latest good reads. The bookstore is across from the post office in the Gallows Bay shopping area.

        
            Clothing
        

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Coconut Vine

         (1111 Strand St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–1991) is a great place to pop into at the start of your vacation. You’ll leave with enough comfy cotton or rayon batik men’s and women’s clothes to make you look like a local. Although the tropical designs and colors originated in Indonesia, they’re perfect for the Caribbean.

        From the Gecko

         (1233 Queen Cross St., Christiansted
            00820 | 340/778–9433) sells the hippest clothes on St. Croix, including superb island-style clothing and other items.

        Hot Heads 

        (Kings Alley Walk, Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–7888) is a small store that sells hats, hats, and more hats, which are often perched on top of cotton shifts, comfortable shirts, and other tropical wear. If you forgot your bathing suit, this store has a good selection.

        Pacificotton

         (1110 Strand St., Christiansted
            00820 | 340/773–2125) will let you round out your tropical wardrobe with something new. Shifts, tops, and pants in Caribbean colors as well as bags and hats fill the racks. 

        
            Food
        

        
            If you’ve rented a condominium or a villa, you’ll appreciate St. Croix’s excellent stateside-style supermarkets (albeit with prices that are at least 30% higher than in the United States). Fresh vegetables, fruits, and meats arrive frequently. Try the open-air stands strung out along Route 70 for island produce.
        

        Cost-U-Less

         (Rte. 70, Sunny Isle 
            00820 | 340/719–4442), a warehouse-type store, is great for visitors, because it doesn’t charge a membership fee. It’s east of Sunny Isle Shopping Center.

        Plaza Extra

         (United Shopping Plaza, Rte. 70, Sion Farm 
            00820 | 340/778–6240 | Rte. 70, Mount Pleasant 
            00820 | 340/719–1870) has a good selection of Middle Eastern foods in addition to the usual grocery-store items.

        Pueblo

         (Orange Grove Shopping Center, Rte. 75, Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–0118 | Villa La Reine Shopping Center, Rte. 75, La Reine 
            00820 | 340/778–1272), a stateside-style market has two branches, though prices are still more than what you would pay back home.

        Schooner Bay Market

         (Rte. 82, Mount Welcome 
            00820 | 340/773–3232), although it’s on the smallish side, has good-quality deli items.

        
            Gifts
        

        Gone Tropical

         (5 Company St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–4696) is full of inexpensive souvenirs as well as more-special gifts. On her travels about the world, Margo Meacham keeps her eye out for special delights for her shop—from tablecloths and napkins in bright Caribbean colors to carefully crafted wooden birds.

        Many Hands

         (21 Pan Am Pavilion, Strand St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–1990) sells pottery in bright colors, paintings of St. Croix and the Caribbean, prints, and maps—all made by local artists—and all making for perfect take-home gifts. If your purchase is too cumbersome to carry, the owners ship all over the world.

        Mitchell-Larsen Studio

         (58 Company St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/719–1000) is an interesting store selling carefully crafted glass plates, sun-catchers, and more. All pieces are made on-site by a St. Croix glassmaker, and they are often whimsically adorned with tropical fish, flora, and fauna.

        Fodor’s Choice |
            Royal Poinciana

         (1111 Strand St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–9892), an attractive shop, is filled with island seasonings and hot sauces, West Indian crafts, bath gels, and herbal teas. Shop here for tablecloths and paper goods in tropical brights.

        Tesoro 

        (36C Strand St., Christiansted
            00820 | 340/773–1212) is crowded with an eclectic range of colorful and boldly painted merchandise. Shop for metal sculptures made from retired steel pans, mahogany bowls, and hand-painted place mats in bright tropical colors. 

        Tradewinds Shop

         (53 King St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/719–3918) sells whatever the wind has blown in. Wooden sailboats glide across the shelves while metal fish sculptures swim nearby. Candles with tropical motifs, wood carvings, and costume jewelry jostle for space with Naot sandals.

        
            Housewares
        

        Designworks

         (6 Company St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/713–8102) sells furniture as well as one of the largest selections of local art, along with Caribbean-inspired bric-a-brac in all price ranges. If a mahogany armoire or cane-back rocker catches your fancy, the staff will arrange to have it shipped to your home at no charge from its mainland warehouse.

        
            Jewelry
        

        Crucian Gold

         (1112 Strand St., Christiansted
            00820 | 340/773–5241) carries the unique gold creations of St. Croix native Brian Bishop. His trademark piece is the Turk’s Head ring (a knot of interwoven gold strands), but the chess sets with Caribbean motifs as the playing pieces are just lovely.

        Gold Worker 

        (3 Company St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–5167) specializes in handcrafted jewelry in silver and gold that will remind you of the Caribbean. Hummingbirds dangle from silver chains, and sand dollars adorn gold necklaces. The sugar mills in silver and gold speak of St. Croix’s past.

        ib Designs

         (Company St. at Queen Cross St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–4322), a small shop, showcases the handcrafted jewelry of local craftsman Whealan Massicott. In both silver and gold, the designs are simply elegant.

        Nelthropp and Low

         (1102 Strand St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–0365 or 800/416–9078) specializes in gold jewelry but also carries diamonds, emeralds, rubies, and sapphires. Jewelers will create one-of-a-kind pieces to your design.

        Sonya’s

         (1 Company St., Christiansted
            00820 | 340/778–8605) is owned and operated by Sonya Hough, who invented the popular hook bracelet. She has added an interesting decoration to these bracelets: the swirling symbol used in weather forecasts to indicate hurricanes.

        
            Liquor and Tobacco
        

        Baci Duty Free Liquor and Tobacco

         (1235 Queen Cross St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–5040) has a walk-in humidor with a good selection of Arturo Fuente, Partagas, and Macanudo cigars. It also carries sleek Swiss-made watches and collectables.

        Kmart

         (Sunshine Mall, Rte. 70, Frederiksted
            00820 | 340/692–5848 | Sunny Isle Shopping Center, Rte. 70, Sunny Isle 
            00820 | 340/719–9190) has two branches on St. Croix, both of which carry a huge line of deep discounted, duty-free liquor.

        
            Perfumes
        

        Violette Boutique

         (Caravelle Arcade, 38 Strand St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–2148) sells perfumes, cosmetics, and skin-care products.

        
            Sports and Activities
        

        
            Boat Tours
        

        
            Almost everyone takes a day trip to Buck Island aboard a charter boat. Most leave from the Christiansted waterfront or from Green Cay Marina and stop for a snorkel at the island’s eastern end before dropping anchor off a gorgeous sandy beach for a swim, a hike, and lunch. Sailboats can often stop right at the beach; a larger boat might have to anchor a bit farther offshore. A full-day sail runs about $100, with lunch included on most trips. A half-day sail costs about $68.
        

        Big Beard’s Adventure Tours

         (Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–4482 | www.bigbeards.com) takes you on catamarans, either the Renegade or the Adventure, from the Christiansted waterfront to Buck Island for snorkeling before dropping anchor at a private beach for a barbecue lunch. Caribbean Sea Adventures (Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–2628 | www.caribbeanseaadventures.com) departs from the Christiansted waterfront for half- and full-day trips. Teroro Charters (Green Cay Marina, Annas Hope 
            00820 | 340/773–3161 | www.gotostcroix.com/heinz/index.php) offers charters on two trimarans, Teroro II and Dragonfly, which leave Green Cay Marina for full- or half-day sails. Bring your own lunch.

        
            Diving and Snorkeling
        

        
            At 
            Buck Island,
             a short boat ride from Christiansted or Green Cay Marina, the reef is so nice that it’s been named a national monument. You can dive right off the beach at 
            Cane Bay,
             which has a spectacular drop-off called the Cane Bay Wall. Dive operators also do boat trips along the Wall, usually leaving from Salt River or Christiansted. 
            Frederiksted Pier
             is home to a colony of sea horses, creatures seldom seen in the waters of the Virgin Islands. At 
            Green Cay,
             just outside Green Cay Marina in the east end, you can see colorful fish swimming around the reefs and rocks. Two exceptional North Shore sites are 
            North Star
             and 
            Salt River,
             which you can reach only by boat. At Salt River you can float downward through a canyon filled with colorful fish and coral.
        

        
            The island’s dive shops take you out for one- or two-tank dives. Plan to pay about $65 for a one-tank dive and $95 for a two-tank dive, including equipment and an underwater tour. All companies offer certification and introductory courses called resort dives for novices.
        

        
            Which dive outfit you pick usually depends on where you’re staying. Your hotel may have one on-site. If so, you’re just a short stroll away from the dock. If not, other companies are close by. Where the dive boat goes on a particular day depends on the weather, but in any case, all St. Croix’s dive sites are special. All shops are affiliated with PADI, the Professional Association of Diving Instructors.
        

        If you’re staying in Christiansted, Dive Experience (1111 Strand St., Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–3307 or 800/235–9047 | www.divexp.com) has PADI five-star status and runs trips to the North Shore walls and reefs in addition to offering the usual certification and introductory classes. St. Croix Ultimate Bluewater Adventures (Queen Cross St., Christiansted
            00820 | 340/773–5994 or 877/567–1367 | www.stcroixscuba.com) can take you to your choice of more than 75 sites; it also offers a variety of packages that include hotel stays.

        Folks staying in the Judith’s Fancy area are closest to Anchor Dive Center (Salt River Marina, Rte. 80, Salt River 
            00820 | 340/778–1522 or 800/532–3483 | www.anchordivestcroix.com). The company also has facilities at the Buccaneer hotel. Anchor takes divers to more than 35 sites, including the Wall at Salt River Canyon.

        Cane Bay Dive Shop

         (Rte. 80, Cane Bay
            00820 | 340/773–9913 or 800/338–3843 | www.canebayscuba.com) is the place to go if you want to do a beach dive or boat dive along the North Shore. The famed Cane Bay Wall is 150 yards from the five-star PADI facility. This company also has shops at Pan Am Pavilion in Christiansted, on Strand Street in Frederiksted, at the Carambola Beach Resort, and at the Divi Carina Bay Resort.

        In Frederiksted, N2 the Blue (Frederiksted Beach, Rte. 631, Frederiksted 
            00820 | 340/772–3483 or 888/789–3483 | www.n2blue.com) takes divers right off the beach near Coconuts restaurant, on night dives off the Frederiksted Pier, or on boat trips to wrecks and reefs.

        
            Fishing
        

        
            Since the early 1980s, some 20 world records—many for blue marlin—have been set in these waters. Sailfish, skipjack, bonito, tuna (allison, blackfin, and yellowfin), and wahoo are abundant. A charter runs about $500 for a half day (for up to six people), with most boats going out for four-, six-, or eight-hour trips.
        

        Caribbean Sea Adventures

         (59 Kings Wharf, Christiansted 
            00820 | 340/773–2628 | www.caribbeanseaadventures.com) will take you out on a 38-foot powerboat.
            Gone Ketchin’ (Salt River Marina, Rte. 80, Salt River 
            00820 | 340/713–1175 | www.goneketchin.com) arranges trips with old salt Captain Grizz.

        
            Golf
        

        The Buccaneer (Rte. 82, Shoys
            00820 | 340/712–2144 | www.thebuccaneer.com) has an 18-hole course. It’s close to Christiansted, so it’s convenient for those staying in or near town. Greens fees are $90, with an additional $20 for cart rental.

        Carambola Golf Club | Photo

            The spectacular 18-hole course at Carambola Golf Club (Rte. 80, Davis Bay 
            00820 | 340/778–5638 | www.golfcarambola.com), in the northwest valley, was designed by Robert Trent Jones Sr. It sits near Carambola Beach Resort. Greens fees are $90 for 18 holes, which includes the use of a golf cart.

        The Links at Divi St. Croix

             (Rte. 60, Turner Hole
            00820 | 340/773–9700 | www.divicarina.com | $8 | Daily noon–8) is an attractive mini-golf course just across from the Divi Carina Bay Resort.

        The Reef Golf Course (Teague Bay
            00820 | 340/773–8844), a public course on the island’s east end, has 9 holes. Greens fees are $20, and cart rental is $15.

        
            Guided Tours
        

        St. Croix Safari Tours

         (340/773–6700 | www.gotostcroix.com/safaritours) offers van tours of St. Croix. Excursions depart from Christiansted and last about five hours. Costs run from $50 per person, including admission fees to attractions. St. Croix Transit (340/772–3333) offers van tours of St. Croix. Tours depart from Carambola Beach Resort, last about three hours, and cost from $65 per person, including the admission fees to all attractions visited on the tour.

        
            Hiking
        

        Although you can set off by yourself on a hike through a rain forest or along a shore, a guide will point out what’s important and tell you why. Ay-Ay Eco Hike & Tours Association (Box 2435, Kingshill 
            00851 | 340/772–4079), run by Ras Lumumba Corriette, takes hikers up hill and down dale in some of St. Croix’s most remote places, including the rain forest and Mt. Victory. Some hikes include stops at places such as the Lawaetz Museum and old ruins. The cost is $50 per person for a three- or four-hour hike. There’s a three-person minimum. A full-day jeep tour through the rain forest runs $120 per person.

        
            Horseback Riding
        

        Well-kept roads and expert guides make horseback riding on St. Croix pleasurable. At Sprat Hall, just north of Frederiksted, Jill Hurd runs Paul & Jill’s Equestrian Stables (Rte. 58, Frederiksted
            00820 | 340/772–2880 or 340/332–0417  | www.paulandjills.com). She will take you through the rain forest, across the pastures, along the beaches, and through valleys—explaining the flora, fauna, and ruins on the way. A 1½-hour ride costs $90.

        
            Kayaking
        

        Caribbean Adventure Tours

         (Salt River Marina, Rte. 80, Salt River
            00820 | 340/778–1522 | www.stcroixkayak.com) takes you on trips through Salt River Bay National Historical Park and Ecological Preserve, one of the island’s most pristine areas. All tours run $45.

        Virgin Kayak Tours

         (Rte. 80, Cane Bay 
            00820 | 340/778–0071 | www.virginkayakco.com) runs guided kayak trips on the Salt River and rents kayaks so you can tour around the Cane Bay area by yourself. All tours are $45. Kayak rentals are $30 for the entire day.

        
            Internet
        

        
            St. Thomas
        

        
            On St. Thomas, Beans, Bytes, and Websites is an Internet café in Charlotte Amalie. East End Secretarial Services offers long-distance dialing, copying, and fax services. At Little Switzerland, there’s free Internet access along with an ATM, big-screen TV, telephones, and a bar with cold drinks. Near Havensight Mall, go to the Cyber Zone at Port of $ale, where there are 16 computers. Rates for Internet access range from $5 to $8 for 30 minutes to $10 to $15 per hour.
        

        Internet Cafés:
            Beans, Bytes, and Websites (Royal Dane Mall, behind Tavern on Waterfront, Charlotte Amalie 00802 | 340/775–5262 | www.usvi.net/cybercafe). The Crew Hub (Havensight Mall, above Budget, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/715–2233).
            Cyber Zone
             (Port of $ale, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/714–7743). East End Secretarial Services (Upstairs at Red Hook Plaza, Red Hook
             00802 | 340/775–5262). Little Switzerland (5 Dronnigens Gade, across from Emancipation Garden,
            Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/776–2010).

        Shipping:
            Fast Shipping & Communications (Rte. 30 across from Havensight Mall, Charlotte Amalie
             00802 | 340/714–7634). FedEx (Cyril E. King Airport
             00802 | 340/777–4140 | www.fedex.com). Red Hook Mail Services (Red Hook Plaza, Rte. 32, 2nd fl., Red Hook
             00802 | 340/779–1890).

        
            St. John
        

        
            The places to go to check your e-mail are ADM Wireless near Cruz Bay and Keep Me Posted in Coral Bay. You’ll pay $6 a half hour for Internet service.
        

        Internet Cafés:
            ADM Wireless (St. John Marketplace, 2nd fl., Cruz Bay
            00831 | 340/715–1469. Keep Me Posted (Cocoloba Shopping Center, Coral Bay
            00831 | 340/775–1727 | www.keepmepostedstjohn.com).

        Shipping:
            FedEx (St. John
            00831 | 800/463–3339).

        
            St. Croix
        

        
            Postal rates are the same as if you were in the mainland United States, but Express Mail and Priority Mail aren’t as fast. On St. Croix, check your e-mail and send faxes at A Better Copy at 52 Company St. in Christiansted. Rates run $5 for a half hour of Internet time.
        

        Shipping:
            FedEx (Peter’s Rest Commercial Center, Rte. 708, Peter’s Rest, St. Croix 
            00820 | 800/463–3339).
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