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				About the Authors

				Veteran travel writer Darwin Porter wrote the first ever Frommer’s guide to Spain. Back then it was called Spain on $5 a Day, and it became an immediate best seller in the travel book business. The only good thing about those dark days of the Franco era were the $2 hotel rooms, the $1.50 paella dinners, and the 25¢ glasses of Rioja wine. Spain has changed drastically since then, and the new Frommer’s Spain has kept up with the developments. Porter was joined in 1982 by Spanish-speaking Danforth Prince, formerly of the Paris bureau of The New York Times. Together, they have also written such Iberian guides as Frommer’s Lisbon, Frommer’s Barcelona, Frommer’s Madrid, and Frommer’s Seville, Granada, & the Best of Andalusia.


				Frommer’s Star Ratings, Icons & Abbreviations

				Every hotel, restaurant, and attraction listing in this guide has been ranked for quality, value, service, amenities, and special features using a star-rating system. In country, state, and regional guides, we also rate towns and regions to help you narrow down your choices and budget your time accordingly. Hotels and restaurants are rated on a scale of zero (recommended) to three stars (exceptional). Attractions, shopping, nightlife, towns, and regions are rated according to the following scale: zero stars (recommended), one star (highly recommended), two stars (very highly recommended), and three stars (must-see).

				In addition to the star-rating system, we also use eight feature icons that point you to the great deals, in-the-know advice, and unique experiences that separate travelers from tourists. Throughout the book, look for:

				[image: Finds_RedText.eps]	special finds—those places only insiders know about

				[image: FunFact_RedText.eps]	fun facts—details that make travelers more informed and their trips more fun

				[image: Kids_RedText.eps]	kids—best bets for kids and advice for the whole family

				[image: Moments_RedText.eps]	special moments—those experiences that memories are made of

				[image: Overrated_FMicon.eps]	overrated—places or experiences not worth your time or money

				[image: Tips_FMicon.eps]	insider tips—great ways to save time and money

				[image: Value_RedText.eps]	great values—where to get the best deals

				[image: Warning_RedText.eps]	warning—traveler's advisories are usually in effect

				The following abbreviations are used for credit cards:

				AE American Express	DISC Discover	V Visa

				DC Diners Club	MC MasterCard

			

		

	
		
			
				Extremadura

				This remote region in westernmost Spain extends from the Gredos and Gata mountain ranges all the way south to Andalusia, and from Castile west to the Portuguese frontier. Spanish Extremadura (not to be confused with the Portuguese province of Extremadura) includes the provinces of Badajoz and Cáceres, and has a varied landscape of plains and mountains, meadows with Holm and cork oaks, and fields of stone and lime.

				The world knows Extremadura best as the land of the conquistadors. Famous sons include Cortés, Pizarro, and Balboa, as well as many less-famous but important explorers such as Francisco de Orellana and Hernando de Soto. These men were mostly driven by economic necessity, finding it hard to make a living in this dry, sun-parched province. The money they sent back to their native land financed mansions and public structures that stand today as monuments to their long-ago American adventures. But those aren’t Extremadura’s only monuments to the past. Here you’ll find Roman ruins in Mérida, Arabic ruins in Badajoz, and medieval palaces in Cáceres.

				Extremadura is also a popular destination for outdoor fun. Spaniards come here to hunt, to enjoy the fishing and watersports popular in the many reservoirs, and to ride horseback along ancient trails. Because summer is intensely hot here, spring and fall are the best times to visit.

				Guadalupe ★★

				
					[image: 9781118017296-mp0701extremad.eps]
				

				188km (117 miles) W of Toledo, 225km (140 miles) SW of Madrid

				Guadalupe lies in the province of Cáceres, 450m (1,500 ft.) above sea level. The village has a certain beauty and a lot of local color. Thanks to its famous shrine to the Virgin (also known as Our Lady of Guadalupe), it’s packed with vendors and is a major outlet of the religious-souvenir industry. And it’s easy to get around—everything of interest lies within a 3-minute walk of the bus drop-off point at Avenida Don Blas Pérez, also known as Carretera de Cáceres.

				Around the corner and a few paces downhill is the Plaza Mayor, which contains the Town Hall (where many visitors stop in to ask questions, as there is no tourist office).

				The village is best visited in spring, when the balconies of its whitewashed houses burst into bloom with flowers. Wander the twisting, narrow streets, some no more than alleyways. In fact, the buildings are so close together that in summer, you can walk in the shade of the steeply pitched sienna-colored tile roofs.

				Getting There

				Two buses operate every day to and from Madrid’s Estación Sur (trip time: 31⁄2 hr.). The road is poor, but the route through the surrounding regions is full of savage beauty. In Guadalupe the buses park just uphill from the Town Hall. For schedules, call Empresa La Sepulvedana, in Madrid ([image: btel] 91-559-89-55; www.avanzabus.com).

				One narrow highway goes through Guadalupe. Most maps don’t give it a number; look on a map in the direction of the town of Navalmoral de la Mata. From Madrid, take the winding C-401 southwest from Toledo, turning north in the direction of Navalmoral de la Mata after seeing signs for Navalmoral de la Mata and Guadalupe. Driving time from Madrid is between 31⁄2 and 41⁄2 hours, depending on how well you fare with the bad roads.

				Exploring Guadalupe

				Except for a handful of your basic souvenir shops around the Plaza Mayor, don’t expect to find a lot of particularly interesting shopping in Guadalupe. The exception is the small but personalized Cacharro Tienda, Plaza Mayor 12 ([image: btel] 92-715-42-67), with an unusual collection of brass, copper, and iron.

				Real Monasterio de Santa María de Guadalupe ★★ In 1325, a farmer searching for a stray cow reportedly spotted a statue of the Virgin buried in the soil. In time, this statue became venerated throughout the world, honored in Spain by Queen Isabella, Columbus, and Cervantes. Known as the Dark Virgin of Guadalupe, it is said to have been carved by St. Luke. A shrine was built to commemorate the statue, and tributes poured in from all over the world, making Guadalupe one of the wealthiest foundations in Christendom. The statue is found in the 18th-century chapel, Camarín ★, where a treasure-trove of riches surrounds the Virgin, including jasper, marble, and precious woods, plus nine paintings by Luca Giordano.

				The church itself is noted for the wrought-iron railings in its naves and a magnificently decorated sacristy ★★ with eight richly imaginative 17th-century masterpieces by Francisco de Zurbarán. Don’t miss the museum devoted to ecclesiastical vestments and choir books produced by 16th-century miniaturists. The 16th-century cloister is Flamboyant Gothic in style, but the pièces de résistance are the stunning Mudéjar cloister, with its brick-and-tile Gothic Mudéjar shrine dating from 1405, and a Moorish fountain from the 14th century.

				Plaza de Juan Carlos 1. [image: red_phone] 92-736-70-00. www.monasterioguadalupe.com. Admission to museum and sacristy 4€ adults, 1.50€ children 7–14, free for children 6 and under. Daily 9:30am–1pm and 3:30–6:30pm.

				Where to Stay in Guadalupe

				Hospedería del Real Monasterio ★ Here’s your chance to stay in an antique monastery. Once a way station for pilgrims visiting the shrine, the hospedería used to provide lodging in return for a small donation. Times have changed, but the prices remain moderate at this government-rated two-star hotel in the center of town. It’s the second-best place to stay, after the parador (see below), and a whole lot cheaper. Because the place was converted from a monastery, guest rooms come in various shapes and sizes, each tastefully furnished and fitted with a firm bed and well-maintained bathroom.

				Plaza Juan Carlos 1, 10140 Guadalupe. www.monasterioguadalupe.com. [image: red_phone] 92-736-70-00. Fax 92-736-71-77. 47 units. 65€ double; 87€ triple. AE, MC, V. Closed Jan 8–Feb 8. No parking. Amenities: Restaurant; bar. In room: A/C, hair dryer.

				Parador de Guadalupe ★★ Located in a scenic spot in the center of the village, the area’s most luxurious rooms are in a 15th-century building with a beautiful garden. Queen Isabella once stayed here, and the place was often the site of meetings between royal representatives and explorers, who signed their contracts here before setting out for the New World. The house is named after Francisco de Zurbarán, the great 17th-century painter who was born in the nearby town of Fuente de Cantos. There is a copy of a Zurbarán painting in one of the salons, along with reproduction maps and engravings—many of them valuable works of art. Most of the comfortable rooms are quite spacious.

				Marqués de la Romana 12, 10140 Guadalupe. www.parador.es. [image: red_phone] 92-736-70-75. Fax 92-736-70-76. 41 units. 133€–172€ double. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 11€. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; outdoor pool; room service; Wi-Fi (free, in lobby). In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, minibar.

				
					
						
							Land of the conquistadors

							It’s estimated that some 15,000 Extremeños (from a total pop. of 400,000) went to seek gold in the New World. The most fabled of these adventurers were Hernán Cortés (from Medellín), who went to Mexico; Francisco Pizarro (from Trujillo), who went to Peru; Vasco Núñez de Balboa (from Jerez de los Caballeros), who landed in Panama, where he first sighted the Pacific Ocean; Hernando de Soto (from Barcarrota), who discovered the Mississippi River and explored Florida and beyond; and Francisco de Orellana (also from Trujillo), who ventured through Ecuador and the Amazon.

							Thanks to these conquistadors, the names of Extremaduran villages are sprinkled through the Americas, as exemplified by the Guadalupe Mountains (Texas), Albuquerque (New Mexico), Trujillo (Peru), Mérida (Mexico), and Medellín (Colombia).

								Because Extremeños faced such difficulty making a living in the harsh land of their birth, they often turned elsewhere to seek their fortune. One reason for the area’s extreme poverty was that huge tracts of land, used for ranching, were owned by absentee landlords (as many still are today). These ranches are called latifundios, and they’re often home to tenant farmers and their families, who pay the owners for the privilege of grazing a few goats or growing scanty crops in the dry climate. Worse, a system of mayorazgo (still in effect) decreed that all family property must be passed to the eldest son, leaving any younger sons, called secundinos, penniless. Not surprisingly, many of secundinos set sail for the New World to seek gold.

								Plenty of conquistadors died or stayed in the New World, but others, who had grown rich there, returned to the land of their birth and built magnificent homes, villas, and ranches, many of which stand today. Bernal Díaz, who joined the Cortés expedition to Mexico, described the situation very bluntly. “We came here to serve God and the king,” he wrote, “and to get rich.”

						

					

				

				Where to Eat in Guadalupe

				Both of the hotels recommended above have good restaurants.

				Hostal-Restaurante Cerezo [image: Value_RedText.eps] EXTREMADURAN The best place to dine in town is also a hotel that rents inexpensive rooms. The menu is regional, a delicious cuisine of Extremadura using local products whenever available. Set on the main street of town, the restaurant lies right off the landmark Plaza Mayor. Holding up to 220 diners, it has a warmly tinted classical decor and reasonable prices.

				Start perhaps with gazpacho or black thin-sliced cured ham. Roast lamb, roast goat, and roast suckling pig are the chef’s main specialties, although you can also order succulently prepared lobster or calamari. The desserts, homemade daily, are most tempting.

				The hostal offers 18 simply furnished rooms that are nonetheless comfortable and well maintained. Doubles rent for 50€ to 60€ per night.

				Gregorio López 20. [image: red_phone] 972-36-73-79. Fax 927-36-75-31. www.hostalcerezo.com. Main courses 8.50€–16€. AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 1–4pm and 8–11pm.

				Trujillo ★

				245km (152 miles) SW of Madrid, 45km (28 miles) E of Cáceres

				Dating from the 13th century, the walled town of Trujillo is known for the colonizers and conquerors born here. Among its famous natives are Francisco Pizarro, the conqueror of Peru (whose family palace on the Plaza Mayor was built with gold from the New World), and Francisco de Orellana, the founder of Guayaquil, Ecuador, and the first European to explore the Amazon. Other Trujillano history-makers were Francisco de las Casas, who accompanied Hernán Cortés in his conquest of Mexico and founded the city of Trujillo in Honduras; Diego García de Paredes, who founded Trujillo in Venezuela; Nuño de Chaves, founder of Santa Cruz de la Sierra in Bolivia; and several hundred others whose names are found throughout the Americas. There is a saying that 20 American countries were born here.

				Celts, Romans, Moors, and Christians have inhabited Trujillo over the centuries. The original town, lying above today’s modern one, was built on a granite ledge on the hillside. It is centered on the Plaza Mayor, one of the artistic landmarks of Spain. A Moorish castle and a variety of 16th- and 17th-century palaces, manor houses, towers, churches, and arcades encircle the plaza and overlook a bronze equestrian statue of Pizarro by American artists Mary Harriman and Charles Runse. Steep, narrow streets and shadowy little corners evoke the bygone times when explorers set out from here on their history-making adventures.

				Essentials

				Getting There There are 12 buses per day to and from Madrid (trip time: 31⁄2–41⁄2 hr.). There are also six buses running daily from Cáceres (45 min.), and five from Badajoz (2 hr.). A one-way ticket from Madrid costs 20€ to 32€; from Cáceres, 5€; and from Badajoz, 12€ to 21€. Trujillo’s bus station, Calle Marqués Albayda ([image: btel] 92-732-12-02; www.avanzabus.com), is on the south side of town, on a side street that intersects with Calle de la Encarnación.

				Trujillo lies at a network of large and small roads connecting it to Cáceres via the N-521 and to Lisbon and Madrid via the N-V superhighway. Driving time from Madrid is around 4 hours.

				Visitor Information The tourist office, on Plaza Mayor ([image: btel] 92-732-26-77; www.ayto-trujillo.com), is open daily 10am to 2pm and 4 to 7pm.

				Exploring Trujillo’s Plaza & Beyond

				In the heart of Trujillo, Plaza Mayor ★★ is one of the outstanding architectural sights of Extremadura. It’s dominated by a statue honoring Francisco Pizarro, who almost single-handedly destroyed Peru’s Inca civilization. The statue is an exact double of one standing in Lima. Indeed, many of the buildings on this square were financed with wealth brought back from the New World.

				The square’s most prominent structure is the Ayuntamiento Viejo (Old Town Hall), with three tiers of arches, each tier squatter than the one below.

				Iglesia de San Martín stands behind the statue dedicated to Pizarro. This granite church, originally from the 15th century, was reconstructed in the 16th century in Renaissance style. Inside are an impressive nave, several tombs, and a rare 18th-century organ still in working condition.

				While you’re on the square, observe the unusual facade of Casa de las Cadenas, a 12th-century house draped with a heavy chain, a symbol meant to show that Philip II had granted the Orellana family immunity from heavy taxes.

				You can then visit the Palacio de los Duques de San Carlos, a 16th-century ducal residence now used as a convent. Ring the bell to gain entry Monday to Saturday 9:30am to 1pm and 4:30 to 6:30pm, and Sunday 10am to 12:30pm. An entrance fee of 1.50€ is required, and a resident will show you around; appropriate dress (no shorts or bare shoulders) is required. Note the Renaissance figures sculpted on the facade. The two-level courtyard inside is even more impressive.

				Palacio de la Conquista, also on the square, is one of the most grandiose mansions in Trujillo. Originally constructed by Hernán Pizarro, the present structure was built by his son-in-law to commemorate the exploits of this explorer, who accompanied his half-brother, Francisco, to Peru.

				The stores that ring the Plaza Mayor have the town’s best shopping; they stock stonework, leather, brass, copper, and ironwork.

				Castillo Constructed by the Moors on the site of a Roman fortress, this castle stands at the summit of the granite hill on which Trujillo was founded. Once at the castle, you can climb its battlements and walk along the ramparts, enjoying a panoramic view of Extremadura’s austere countryside. Later, you can go below and see the dungeons. It is said that the Virgin Mary appeared here in 1232, giving the Christians renewed courage to free the city from domination by the Moors. Tip: Many visitors find it most dramatic at sunset.

				Crowning the hilltop. Admission 1.50€. June–Sept daily 10am–2pm and 5–8:30pm; Oct–May 10am–2pm and 4–8pm.

				Iglesia de Santa María This Gothic church, with its outstanding Renaissance choir, is the largest in Trujillo, having been built over the ruins of a Moorish mosque. Ferdinand and Isabella once attended Mass here. The proudest treasure is a retablo (altar) with two dozen panels painted by Fernando Gallego. Also here is the tomb of Diego García de Paredes, the “Samson of Extremadura,” who is said to have single-handedly defended a bridge against an attacking French army with only a gigantic sword. To reach the church, go through the gate of Plaza Mayor at Puerta de San Andrés and take Calle de las Palomas through the Old Town.

				Calle de Ballesteros. [image: red_phone] 92-732-02-11. Admission 1.40€. Apr–Sept daily 10am–2pm and 5–9pm; Oct–Mar daily 10am–2pm and 4–7pm.

				Where to Stay in Trujillo

				Hotel Victoria ★ [image: Finds_RedText.eps] This small, delightful hotel lies a 5-minute walk from the Plaza Mayor in an ornate 19th-century colonial mansion. The interior is light and airy, and the rooms surround what was once the house’s courtyard. Each level is adorned with filigreed pillars and ornate wrought-iron balustrades and capitals. The guest rooms are spacious, with wooden ceilings, tiled marble floors, and comfortable beds, along with modern conveniences such as private, well-equipped bathrooms.

				Plaza del Campillo 22, 10200 Trujillo. www.hotelvictoriatrujillo.es. [image: red_phone] 92-732-18-19. Fax 92-732-30-84. 27 units. 82€ double; 127€ triple. AE, MC, V. Parking 10€. Amenities: Restaurant; bar. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, Wi-Fi (in some, free).

				Izán Trujillo ★ [image: Finds_RedText.eps] This charming hotel, from the small Spanish chain Izán, was once a monastery (with its adjoining cloisters) from the 1600s (El Convento de San Antonio). The grace note is a lovely old courtyard with a swimming pool that’s simply the best place to escape the midday summer heat of Trujillo. Guest rooms come in various shapes and sizes, ranging from small to spacious. The on-site restaurant is installed in the former refectory. Like the building itself, the refectory has been handsomely converted in keeping with the spirit of the building. Regional and Spanish specialties are served, and the cookery is exceptional for the area.

				Plaza del Campillo 1, Trujillo 10200. www.izanhoteles.es. [image: red_phone] 92-745-89-00. Fax 92-732-30-46. 77 units. 85€–150€ double; 115€–190€ triple. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 15€. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; outdoor pool; room service. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, minibar, Wi-Fi (free).

				Las Cigüeñas Located east of the town center and convenient if you’re driving, this place doesn’t have the charm of the parador (see below), but it’s cheaper. A roadside hotel with a garden, it offers functional but clean and comfortable guest rooms, which, though small, are equipped with firm mattresses and well-maintained bathrooms. You’ll find Las Cigüeñas on the main highway from Madrid, about 1.6km (1 mile) before Trujillo.

				Av. de Madrid s/n, 10200 Trujillo. www.hotelasciguenas.com. [image: red_phone] 92-732-12-50. Fax 92-732-13-00. 44 units. 80€–98€ double; 95€–125€ suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; room service; Wi-Fi (free, in lobby). In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, minibar.

				Parador de Trujillo ★★★ Housed in the 1533 Convent of Santa Clara, this centrally located parador, about a block south of Avenida de la Coronación, is a gem of Trujillo-style medieval and Renaissance architecture that’s been faithfully restored since being converted into a parador in 1984. The beautifully decorated rooms, once nuns’ cells, have canopied beds and spacious bathrooms. The parador has been renovated with a mixture of rustic and modern furniture, and modern additions to the building (for example, a courtyard in its new section) blend seamlessly with the original convent architecture. The gardens and fruit trees of the Renaissance cloister are inviting.

				Calle de Santa Beatriz de Silva 1, 10200 Trujillo. www.parador.es. [image: red_phone] 92-732-13-50. Fax 92-732-13-66. 50 units. 150€–163€ double; 188€–244€ double superior; 240€–260€ suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; babysitting; outdoor pool; room service. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, minibar, Wi-Fi (free).

				Where to Eat in Trujillo

				The hotels recommended above have good restaurants serving regional cuisine.

				Mesón la Troya EXTREMADURAN Locals and visitors alike are drawn to this centrally located restaurant featuring regional cuisine and doing the province proud. Have a dry sherry in the bar, which resembles the facade of a Spanish house. This cozy provincial theme continues into the dining rooms, where the white walls are decorated with ceramic plates, potted plants, and red tiles. Few people leave hungry after devouring the fixed-price menu, with its more-than-ample portions; food items change daily. Local dishes include prueba de cerdo (garlic-flavored pork casserole), carne con tomate (beef cooked in tomato sauce), and spit-roasted goat.

				Plaza Mayor 10. [image: red_phone] 92-732-13-64. Reservations not accepted. Tapas 3€–15€. Fixed-price menu 16€. MC, V. Daily 1–4:30pm and 8:45–11:30pm.

				Pizarro EXTREMADURAN Locals cite this central hostal as the best place to go for regional Extremaduran cookery at lunch. Built in 1864, the inn is set on the town’s main square and is named for its famous son. The same family has owned and operated the place since 1919. Regional wines accompany meals that invariably include ham from acorn-fed pigs. You might begin with asparagus with mayonnaise sauce, and then follow with asado de cordero (roast lamb flavored with herbs and garlic) or Roman-style fried merluza (hake); roast goat is a local favorite. The kitchen’s game specialty is estofado de perdices (partridge casserole).

				Plaza Mayor 13. [image: red_phone] 92-732-02-55. Reservations recommended. Main courses 10€–18€. Menú del día 15€. AE, DC, MC, V. Wed–Mon 1–4pm.

				Cáceres ★★

				298km (185 miles) SW of Madrid, 256km (159 miles) N of Seville

				A national landmark and the capital of Extremadura, Cáceres is encircled by old city walls and has several palaces and towers, many financed by gold sent from the Americas by the conquistadors.

				One of six cities in Spain designated World Heritage sites by UNESCO, Cáceres was founded in the 1st century b.c. by the Romans as Norba Caesarina. Its present-day name is derived from alcázares, an Arab word meaning “fortified citadel.” After the Romans, it was settled by all the cultures that have made the south of Spain the cultural melting pot of influences it is today. The contemporary city offers a unique blend of the traces these successive invaders left behind.

				Essentials

				Getting There Cáceres has the best rail connections in the province, with five trains per day from Madrid (trip time: 4–5 hr.). A one-way ticket costs 26€ to 43€. There is also one train per day from Lisbon (61⁄2 hr.); the fare ranges from 39€ to 132€.

				The station in Cáceres is on Avenida Alemania ([image: btel] 90-232-03-20), near the main highway heading south (Carretera de Sevilla). A green-and-white bus shuttles passengers about once an hour from the railway and bus stations (across the street from one another; board the shuttle outside the bus station) to the busiest traffic junction in the new city, the Plaza de América. From there it’s a 10-minute walk to the edge of the Old Town.

				Bus connections to Cáceres are more frequent than railway connections. From the city bus station ([image: btel] 92-723-25-50) on busy Carretera de Sevilla, about .8km (1⁄2 mile) south of the city center, buses arrive and depart for Madrid (trip time: 5 hr.) and Seville (41⁄2 hr.) every 2 to 3 hours. There’s also bus transport to Guadalupe (one per day); Trujillo (six or seven a day); Mérida (four a day); Valladolid (two a day); and Córdoba (two a day). Many travelers opt to walk the short distance from the Cáceres bus station to the city center.

				Driving time from Madrid is about 4 hours. Most people approach Cáceres from eastern Spain via the N-V superhighway until they reach Trujillo. Here they exit onto the N-521, driving another 45km (28 miles) west to Cáceres.

				Visitor Information The tourist office, Plaza Mayor s/n ([image: btel] 92-701-08-34; www.turismoextremadura.com), is open Monday to Friday 9am to 2pm and 4 to 6pm, and Saturday and Sunday 9:45am to 2pm. Don’t expect efficiency. Things around here are slow.

				Exploring the Old Town of Cáceres

				The modern city lies southwest of the barrio antiguo, Cáceres Viejo ★ is an irregularly shaped, rather elongated square. On each of its sides are the honey-brown facades of buildings once inhabited by the local nobility. On a casual stroll through the city’s cobblestone streets, your attention will surely be drawn to the walls that enclose the old upper town. These are a mixture of Roman and Arab engineering, and they are outstandingly preserved. About 30 towers remain from the city’s medieval walls, all of them heavily restored. Originally much taller, the towers reflected the pride and independence of their builders; when Queen Isabella took control, however, she ordered them cut down to size. The largest tower is at Plaza del General Mola. Beside it stands El Arco de la Estrella (The Arch of the Star), constructed by Manuel Churriguera in the 18th century. To its right you’ll see the Torre del Horno, a mud-brick adobe structure left from the Moorish occupation.

				On the far side of Plaza de Santa María rises the Catedral de Santa María, basically Gothic in style although many Renaissance embellishments have been added. Completed sometime in the 1500s, this is the cathedral of Cáceres and contains the remains of many conquistadors. It has three Gothic aisles of almost equal height and a carved retablo at the high altar dating from the 16th century. (Insert coins to light it up.)

				La Casa de los Toledo-Montezuma was built by Juan Cano de Saavedra with money from the dowry of his wife, the daughter of Montezuma. The house is set into the northern corner of the medieval ramparts, about a block to the north of Plaza de Santa María. It is now a public-records office.

				Plaza Mayor is remarkably free from most of the blemishes and scars that city planning and overregulation have made so common in other historically important sites. Passing through El Arco de la Estrella (The Arch of the Star), you will catch the most advantageous angle at which to view Catedral de Santa María.

				Some of the most appealing shops in Cáceres are on the streets radiating from the Plaza Mayor, with a particularly good selection of artifacts along either side of Calle Pintores.

				Cuesta de la Compañía leads to Plaza San Mateo and the 14th-century Iglesia de San Mateo, which has a Plateresque portal and a rather plain nave—except for the Plateresque tombs, which add a decorative touch.

				Two adjoining plazuelas near here embody the flavor of old Cáceres. The first of them, Plaza de las Veletas, on the site of the old Alcázar, has Casa de las Veletas (Weather Vane House; [image: btel] 92-701-08-77), site of a provincial archaeological museum with priceless prehistoric and Roman pieces, along with a famous alijibe (Arab well). Its baroque facade, ancient Moorish cistern, five naves with horseshoe arches, and patio and paneling from the 17th century have been preserved. The museum displays Celtic and Visigothic remains, Roman and Gothic artifacts, and a numismatic collection. Admission is free. The museum is open Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 2:30pm and 4 to 7pm; on Sunday, 10am to 2:30pm. At the second plazuela, San Pablo, sits Casa de las Cigüeñas (House of the Storks), the only palace whose tower remains intact despite the order by Queen Isabella at the turn of the 15th century to reduce the height of all such strategic locations for military reasons. The building now serves as a military headquarters and is not open to the public.

				You’ll probably notice lots of storks nesting on the rooftops and bell towers in town. This is an indication of how Cáceres has managed to preserve not only its landmarks but also an environmentally sound balance between people and nature.

				The Church of Santiago was begun in the 12th century and restored in the 16th century. It has a reredos carved in 1557, by Alonso de Berruguete, and a 15th-century figure of Christ. The church is outside the ramparts, about a block to the north of Arco de Socorro. To reach it, exit the gate, enter Plaza Socorro, and then walk down Calle Godoy. The church is on your right.

				If you want to see a more modern face of the region, and shop for housewares and fashion while you’re at it, drive 15 minutes west of the town center to the Centro Comercial Ruta de la Plata, Carretera Portugal, where you’ll find a scattering of boutiques, plus a number of simple snack bars and cafes.

				Where to Stay in Cáceres

				Alameda Palacete ★★ [image: Value_RedText.eps] This old and noble house, built at the turn of the 20th century, has been completely restored and turned into the town’s most romantic and inviting hotel. The original design has been preserved wherever possible, including the Venetian stucco of the central stairs (a Venetian architect was imported). For such luxury, the place is amazingly affordable. Some of the rooms are very spacious, as are the bathrooms. Modern facilities have been installed but each room is individually designed, with comfort a major consideration. On a romantic patio guests drink fresh orange juice and just-brewed coffee early in the morning. The location is idyllic, in the heart of town at the Plaza Mayor.

				Calle General Margallo 45, 10003 Cáceres. www.alamedapalacete.com. [image: red_phone]/fax 92-721-16-74. 9 units. 60€–75€ double; 85€–100€ suite. MC, V. Nearby parking 8€. In room: A/C, TV, no phone, Wi-Fi (free).

				Extremadura Hotel This 1960s hotel offers straightforward rooms, and prices are fair for what you get. They’re a bit boxy and functionally furnished but they’re well maintained and very comfortable, with good beds and immaculate bathrooms. The hotel is about .8km (1⁄2 mile) southwest of the historic center in a bustling commercial district.

				Av. Virgen de Guadalupe 28, 10001 Cáceres. www.extremadurahotel.com. [image: red_phone] 92-762-96-39. Fax 92-762-92-49. 151 units. 70€–160€ double; 195€ junior suite; 355€ suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 13€. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; babysitting; outdoor pool; room service. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, minibar, Wi-Fi (free).

				Parador de Cáceres ★★ At press time, this hotel was set to reopen April 11, 2011, after a complete restoration. The state-operated parador is set within what was originally a 15th-century palace. Built in a severe style, it enjoys a tranquil location and a well-scrubbed, durable format of exposed stone, white plaster, and tile or stone floors. Pristine corridors lead to dignified rooms outfitted in a starkly appealing combination of white walls and dark-grained furniture, inspired by the austere decorative traditions of Extremadura. Modern extras that have been installed here include excellent bathrooms. Suits of armor adorn some of the public areas, giving the place a vaguely feudal feel, but the patios that open onto masses of potted plants and flowers are quite welcoming.

				Calle Ancha 6, 10003 Cáceres. www.parador.es. [image: red_phone] 90-254-79-79. Fax 90-252-54-32. 33 units. 163€ double; 244€ suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Garage parking 17€; street parking free. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; babysitting; room service; Wi-Fi (free, in lobby). In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, minibar.

				
					
						
							
								[image: Moments_WhiteBox.eps] The Flavor of the Land

								The cuisine offered at the parador and at many other places in Cáceres affords a novel experience to even seasoned travelers. You might try the famous cuchifrito, suckling pig stewed in pepper, orange, and vinegar sauce; or caldereta de cordero, lamb with pepper and almonds. A more daring choice would be jabalí a la cacereña, wild boar marinated in red wine and herbs. The most characteristic dessert in all of Extremadura is técula mécula, an ancient example of the region’s marzipan confectionery, which, like most things in Cáceres, has been passed down from one generation to the next for centuries.

							

						

					

				

				Where to Eat in Cáceres

				Atrio ★★★ SPANISH/CONTINENTAL Atrio serves the finest cuisine in the entire province. Even hard-to-please Michelin grants this place two stars. Situated in a shopping mall cul-de-sac, the Atrio features elegant dining-room decor. The chef steers a skillful course between rich, regional flavors and more Continental fare. The menu changes frequently to take advantage of the best of each season. Prices can exceed those indicated below if truffles are added to your dish. Service is the finest in the area—in all, it’s a deluxe operation.

				Av. de España 30. [image: red_phone] 92-724-29-28. www.restauranteatrio.com. Reservations recommended. Fixed-price menus 89€–109€. AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 1:30–4pm; Mon–Sat 9pm–midnight. Closed last 2 weeks in July.

				El Figón de Eustaquío ★ EXTREMADURAN El Figón is a pleasant place serving regional cuisine that has been satisfying locals since 1948. You’ll notice the four Blanco brothers, who run the place, doing practically everything. This includes preparing the amazingly varied dishes—honey soup, solomillo (filet of beef), and trout Extremaduran style (covered in ham), as well as typical Spanish specialties. The air-conditioned interior has a rustic decor. El Figón is west of the western ramparts of the Old City, near the intersection of Avenida Virgen de Guadalupe and Plaza San Juan.

				Plaza San Juan 14. [image: red_phone] 92-724-43-62. www.elfigondeeustaquio.com. Reservations recommended. Main courses 10€–28€. Fixed-price menus 19€–25€. AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 1:30–4pm and 8pm–midnight. Closed July 1–15.

				Torre de Sande ★ NOUVELLE SPANISH Set in a 15th-century palace in Plaza de San Mateo, at the city’s highest point, this restaurant features a trio of dining rooms and a beautiful terraced garden (in use as weather permits). The view of the city from the garden is panoramic, and especially wonderful at night. The kitchen combines regional flavors and the best of modern recipes, with palate-pleasing and marvelously succulent results. Try such local dishes as boletus con foie (mushrooms with duck liver), ensalada de mango y salmón (mango and salmon salad), solomillo de retinto (a prized local beefsteak), or perdiz a la cantara con salsa (partridge stuffed with liver and truffles in a port-wine sauce). Desserts include tapita de tres chocolates (layer cake of three types of chocolate) and sheep’s-milk pudding.

				Calle de los Condes 3. [image: red_phone] 92-721-11-47. Reservations recommended. Main courses 16€–26€. AE, DC, MC, V. Tues–Sat noon–4pm and 7pm–midnight. Closed 2 weeks in Jan and 2 weeks in June.

				Mérida ★

				71km (44 miles) S of Cáceres, 56km (35 miles) E of Badajoz

				Founded in 25 b.c., Mérida is at the intersection of the Roman roads linking Toledo with Lisbon and Salamanca with Seville. Once the capital of Lusitania (the Latin name for ancient Portugal, which included parts of southwestern Spain), Mérida was one of the most splendid cities in Iberia. It ranked as a town of major importance in the Roman Empire—in fact, it was once called a miniature Rome. Its monuments, temples, and public works make it the site of some of the finest Roman ruins in Spain, and as such it is the tourist capital of Extremadura. Old Mérida can be covered on foot—in fact, that’s the only way to see it. Pay scant attention to the dull modern suburb across the Guadiana River, which skirts the town with its sluggish waters.

				Essentials

				Getting There Trains depart from and arrive at the RENFE station on Calle Cardero ([image: btel] 90-232-03-20; www.renfe.com), about .8km (1⁄2 mile) north of the Plaza de España. Each day there are six trains to and from Cáceres (trip time: 1 hr.), five trains to and from Madrid (5–6 hr.), one to and from Seville (3 hr.), and six to and from Badajoz (1 hr.). The fare from Madrid to Mérida is 32€ to 48€, depending on the type of train (local, morning, or night express).

				The bus station is on Avenida de la Libertad ([image: btel] 92-437-14-04), near the train station. Every day there are seven buses to and from Madrid (trip time: 51⁄2 hr.), 6 to 12 buses to and from Seville (3 hr.), 3 buses to and from Cáceres (1 hr.), and 5 to 10 buses to and from Badajoz (1 hr.). From Mérida to Madrid, the fare is 25€ for a local bus, 37€ for an express; Mérida to Seville, 13€; Mérida to Cáceres, 11€; and Mérida to Badajoz, 9€.

				To drive, take the N-V superhighway from Madrid or Lisbon. Driving time from Madrid is approximately 5 hours; from Lisbon, about 41⁄2 hours. Park in front of the Roman theater and explore the town on foot.

				Visitor Information The tourist office, at Santa Eulalia 64 ([image: btel] 92-433-07-22; www.turismoextremadura.com), is open April to September Monday to Friday 9:30am to 1:45pm and 5 to 7pm, and Saturday 9:30am to 2pm. Off-season hours are Monday to Friday 9:30am to 2pm and 4 to 6pm, and Saturday and Sunday 9am to 2pm. Note that these are the official hours, but don’t expect the staff to follow them too literally.

				Exploring Mérida

				The Roman bridge ★ over the Guadiana was the longest in Roman Spain—about half a mile—and consisted of 64 arches. It was constructed of granite during the rule of Trajan or Augustus, and then restored by the Visigoths in 686. Philip II ordered further refurbishment in 1610, and work was also done in the 19th century. The bridge crosses the river south of the center of Old Mérida, its length increased because of the way it spans two forks of the river, including an island in midstream. In 1993, it was restored yet again and turned into a pedestrian walkway. A semicircular suspension bridge was built to carry the heavy auto traffic and save the Roman bridge for future generations. Before the restoration and change, this span served as a main access road into Mérida, enduring the evolution of transportation from hooves and feet to trucks and automobiles.

				Another site of interest is the old hippodrome, or Circus Maximus, which could seat about 30,000 spectators for chariot races. The original Roman masonry was carted off for use in other buildings, and today the site looks more like a parking lot, though excavations have uncovered rooms that may have housed gladiators. The former circus is at the end of Avenida Extremadura on the northeastern outskirts of Old Town, about .8km (1⁄2 mile) north of the Roman bridge and a 10-minute walk east of the railway station.

				Arco Trajano (Trajan’s Arch) lies near the heart of the Old Town beside Calle Trajano, about a block south of the Parador Vía de la Plata. An unadorned triumphal arch, it measures 15m (49 ft.) high and 9m (30 ft.) across.

				Acueducto de los Milagros is the most intact of the town’s two remaining Roman aqueducts; this one brought water from Proserpina, 5km (3 miles) away. From the aqueducts, water was fed into two artificially created lakes, Cornalvo and Proserpina. The aqueduct is northwest of Old Town, lying to the right of the road to Cáceres, just beyond the railway tracks. Ten arches still stand.

				The latest monument to be excavated is the Temple of Diana (dedicated to Caesar Augustus). Squeezed between houses on a narrow residential street, it was converted in the 17th century into the private residence of a nobleman, who used four of the original Corinthian columns in his architectural plans. The temple lies at the junction of Calle Sagasta and Calle Romero Leal, in the center of town.

				While in the area, you can explore the 13th-century Iglesia de Santa María la Mayor, Plaza de España, on the west side of the square. It has a 16th-century chapel graced with Romanesque and Plateresque features.

				Alcazaba On the northern bank of the Guadiana River, beside the northern end of the Roman bridge (which it was meant to protect), stands the Alcázar, also known as the Conventual or the Alcazaba. Built in the 9th century by the Moors, who used fragments left from Roman and Visigothic occupations, the square structure was later granted to the Order of Santiago.

				Plaza del Rastro, Calle Graciano s/n. [image: red_phone] 92-431-73-09. Admission 4€. June–Sept daily 9:30am–1:45pm and 5–7:15pm; Oct–May daily 9:30am–1:45pm and 4–6:15pm.

				Anfiteatro Romano ★ At the height of its glory in the 1st century b.c., this amphitheater could seat 14,000 to 15,000 spectators. Chariot races were held here, along with gladiator combats and mock sea battles, for which the arena would be flooded. Many of the seats were placed dangerously close to the bloodshed. You can visit some of the rooms that housed the wild animals and gladiators waiting to go into battle.

				Calle José Ramón Melida s/n. [image: red_phone] 92-431-25-30. Admission 7€ adults, 6€ seniors and children 9–16 (includes admission to Teatro Romano), free for children 8 and under. Daily 9:30am–1:45pm and 4–6:15pm.

				Museo Arqueológico de Arte Visigodo This archaeological museum, in front of Trajan’s Arch, houses a treasure-trove of artifacts left by the conquering Visigoths.

				Calle Santa Julia, Plaza de España. [image: red_phone] 92-431-01-16. Free admission. July–Sept Tues–Sat 10am–2pm and 5–7pm, Sun 10am–2pm; Oct–June Tues–Sat 10am–2pm and 4–6pm, Sun 10am–2pm.

				Museo Nacional de Arte Romano ★★ Located in a modern building adjacent to the ancient Roman amphitheater, to which it is connected by an underground tunnel, this museum is acclaimed as the greatest repository of Roman artifacts in Spain. Not only does it contain more than 30,000 artifacts from Augusta Emerita, capital of the Roman province of Lusitania, but it also incorporates part of a Roman road discovered in the early 1980s during the building’s construction. Many of the museum’s sculptures come from the excavations of the Roman theater and amphitheater. You’ll see displays of mosaics, figures, pottery, glassware, coins, and bronze objects. The museum is built of red brick in the form of a Roman basilica.

				Calle José Ramón Melida s/n. [image: red_phone] 92-431-16-90. http://museoarteromano.mcu.es. Admission 3€ adults, free for students and children 17 and under. Mar–Nov Tues–Sat 10am–2pm and 4–9pm, Sun 10am–2pm; Dec–Feb Tues–Sat 10am–2pm and 4–6pm, Sun 10am–2pm.

				Teatro Romano ★★ This Roman theater, one of the best-preserved Roman ruins in the world, was built by Agrippa (Augustus’ son-in-law) in 18 b.c. to house an audience of 6,000 people. Modeled after the great theaters of Rome, it was constructed using dry-stone methods, a remarkable achievement. During the reign of Hadrian (2nd c. a.d.), a tall stage wall was adorned with statues and colonnades. Behind the stage, today’s visitors can explore excavations of various rooms. From the end of June to early July, you can also enjoy a season of classical plays.

				José Ramón Melida s/n. [image: red_phone] 92-431-25-30. Admission 8€ adults, 7€ seniors and children 9–16 (includes admission to Anfiteatro Romano), free for children 8 and under. Daily 9:30am–1:45pm and 4–6:15pm.

				Where to Stay in Mérida

				Nova Roma [image: Value_RedText.eps] Lacking the old-world charm of the Parador de Mérida (see below), the 1991 Nova Roma is for those with more modern taste. Clean, comfortable, and functionally furnished, it’s a good value for this heavily frequented tourist town. Guest rooms range from small to medium, and all come with firm mattress and compact bathrooms. The Nova Roma is west of the Teatro Romano and north of the Plaza de Toros (bullring).

				Suárez Somonte 42, 06800 Mérida. www.novaroma.com. [image: red_phone] 92-431-12-61. Fax 92-430-01-60. 55 units. 59€–90€ double. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 13€. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; room service. In room: A/C, TV, Wi-Fi (.55€ per hr.).

				Parador de Mérida ★★ This parador is in the heart of town, on the Plaza de la Constitución, in the former Convento de los Frailes de Jesús (dating from the 16th c.). It’s had a long and turbulent history and was once a prison; today a salon has been installed in the cloister, and a central garden is studded with shrubbery and flowers. Old stone stairs lead to the rooms, which come in various shapes and sizes, each beautifully kept and furnished. Bathrooms are luxurious, the best in town. In the 1960s, two dictators met here: Franco of Spain and Salazar of Portugal.

				Plaza de la Constitución 3, 06800 Mérida. www.parador.es. [image: red_phone] 92-431-38-00. Fax 92-431-92-08. 82 units. 144€–218€ double; 252€–274€ suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 19€. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; exercise room; outdoor pool; room service; sauna; Wi-Fi (free, in lobby). In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, minibar.

				TRYP Medea ★ A 15-minute walk west of the town’s historic center on the opposite bank of the Guadiana River, this hotel, which opened in 1993, is equaled only by the parador. Lots of mirrors, stylish postmodern furniture crafted from locally made wrought iron, and numerous modern accessories decorate the rooms, many of which offer views over the historic core of Mérida. Ranging from small to medium, the units are well appointed. The guest rooms on the fourth floor are equipped with a whirlpool and spacious terrace.

				Av. de Portugal s/n, 06800 Mérida. www.solmelia.com. [image: red_phone] 92-437-24-00. Fax 92-437-30-20. 126 units. 123€–152€ double. AE, DC, MC, V. Garage parking 10€; free street parking. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; babysitting; outdoor pool; room service; sauna. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, minibar, Wi-Fi (12€ per 24 hr.).

				Where to Eat in Mérida

				All the hotels recommended above have good restaurants.

				Altair ★★ EXTREMADURAN This restaurant, on the banks of the Guadiana River, is known for updating the province’s classic dishes to appeal to the contemporary palate. A wall opening onto the river provides a vista of the famous Roman Bridge. Generous portions of tasty regional specialties predominate, including the local favorite of neighboring Castile, roast suckling pig with creamed potatoes. A roast duckling is succulently baked with honey and figs, a dish that may have originated with the Arab conquerors centuries ago. Also excellent are the baked cod and the loin of beef with fresh mushrooms. Instead of ordering a la carte, we opt for the four-course menu, which changes daily and is filled with delightful surprises. Good-quality ingredients and skillful handling of the produce bring out the flavors characterized by the cooking here.

				Av. José Fernández López 7. [image: red_phone] 92-430-45-12. Reservations recommended. Main courses 15€–35€. Fixed-price menu 75€. Gourmet menu 90€. AE, DC, MC, V. Mon–Sat 2–4pm and Wed–Sat 8:30–11:30pm. Closed last week of Aug and 1st week of Sept.

				Briz [image: Value_RedText.eps] EXTREMADURAN There is almost universal agreement, even among locals, that the dishes at Briz represent the best value in town—not only reasonable in price but very filling. Briz has been known for its Extremaduran regional dishes since 1949. Main dishes include heavily flavored lamb stew, and perdiz in salsa (a gamy partridge casserole), which might be preceded by an appetizer of peppery sausage mixed into a medley of artichokes. Peppery veal steak and fried filet of goat are other specialties. Strong, hearty wines accompany the dishes. The waitstaff, however, will not be awarded any prizes. You’ll find Briz across from the post office.

				Félix Valverde Lillo 5. [image: red_phone] 92-431-93-07. Main courses 12€–23€. Fixed-price menu 10€. AE, MC, V. Mon–Sat 7:30am–5pm and 7:30pm–midnight.

				Zafra

				61km (38 miles) S of Mérida, 172km (107 miles) N of Seville

				One of the most interesting stopovers in lower Extremadura, the white-walled town of Zafra is filled with old Moorish streets and squares. The 1457 castle of the dukes of Feria, the most important in the province, boasts both a sumptuous 16th-century Herreran patio and the Sala Dorada, with its richly paneled ceiling. The place is now a government-run parador (see below). You’ll want to spend time on the central square, the arcaded 18th-century Plaza Mayor ★, and on its satellite, the 16th-century Plaza Vieja (Old Square) ★. In addition to these two important sights in Zafra, Nuestra Señora de la Candelaria is a church with nine panels by Zurbarán, displayed on the retablo in a chapel designed by Churriguera. The church, constructed in the Gothic-Renaissance style, has a redbrick belfry. Admission is free. It’s open Monday to Friday 10:30am to 1pm and 7 to 8:30pm, and Sunday 11am to 12:30pm.

				Essentials

				Getting There Five buses a day arrive from Mérida; a one-way ticket costs 12€. For schedules and prices call [image: btel] 92-455-00-06, or go to www.leda.es. 

				Zafra lies at the junction where the highway from Seville (E-803) splits, heading east to Mérida and Cáceres and west to Badajoz. Driving there is easy. From Mérida to Zafra, allow an hour; from Seville, allow about 21⁄2 hours. There’s also a direct road from Córdoba.

				Visitor Information The tourist office, at Plaza de España 8B ([image: btel] 92-455-10-36), is open Monday to Friday 9:30am to 2pm and 5 to 8pm, and Saturday and Sunday 10am to 1:30pm and 6 to 8pm.

				Where to Stay in Zafra

				Casa Palacio Conde de la Corte ★★ Even better and more tranquil than the parador (see below), this town mansion was built in 1940 as the private residence of a locally famous bull breeder. Bull breeders and bullfighters from all over the province, some from as far away as Madrid, frequented this place and visited the Spanish earl’s stud farm. The hotel is associated with the Huerta Honda (see below), and guests can use the facilities of that hotel as well. The bedrooms are tastefully and comfortably furnished, ranging from midsize to spacious, each with a tiled bathroom. You can live in style and comfort here.

				Plaza del Pilar, Redondo 2, 06300 Zafra. www.condedelacorte.com. [image: red_phone] 92-456-33-11. Fax 92-456-30-72. 15 units. 110€–160€ standard double; 140€–200€ classic double; 160€–250€ suite. AE, MC, V. Parking nearby 10€. Amenities: Bar; outdoor pool; room service. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, minibar, Wi-Fi (free).

				Huerta Honda ★ [image: Finds_RedText.eps] You’ll get views of the citadel and Old Town from the modern, renovated rooms of this hotel in front of the Plaza del Alcázar. Living space is a bit tight, but the beds are good and the bathrooms immaculately kept. Under the same management, the adjacent restaurant Barbacana (see below) is a well-recommended dining room offering Castilian cuisine.

				López Asme 30, 06300 Zafra. www.hotelhuertahonda.com. [image: red_phone] 92-455-41-00. Fax 92-455-25-04. 48 units. 85€–200€ double; 120€–260€ suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 8.50€. Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; outdoor heated pool; room service. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, minibar, Wi-Fi (free).

				Parador de Zafra ★★ The namesake of this parador, which is in a restored 15th-century castle near the Plaza de España, stayed here with the dukes of Feria before his departure for the New World. The interior, beautiful but restrained, contains the chapel of the Alcázar with an octagonal Gothic dome. Although not the finest parador in Extremadura, the hotel is decorated with splendid taste and is quite comfortable, boasting a patio and a garden. Rooms are midsize or even spacious. Bathrooms are fairly roomy and well equipped.

				Plaza Corazón de María 7, 06300 Zafra. www.parador.es. [image: red_phone] 92-455-45-40. Fax 92-455-10-18. 45 units. 144€–274€ double; 324€–352€ suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking along the Plaza Corazón de María. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; babysitting; outdoor pool; room service. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, minibar, Wi-Fi (free).

				Where to Eat in Zafra

				Barbacana ★ CASTILIAN Next to the previously recommended Huerta Honda in the center of town, this is the city’s most elegantly decorated restaurant. As a bonus, it just happens to serve its finest cuisine. The atmosphere is chic and sophisticated. Visitors will find the second-floor dining room more relaxed and salubrious. This restaurant has operated here for more than a decade, earning an enviable reputation throughout the region. The owner is an aficionado of the bullfight and has adorned the walls with many paintings depicting scenes from this sport. The cuisine is firmly rooted in the region, and you’ll stuff yourself with well-prepared specialty after specialty. Such delicacies appear on the menu as revuelto de trigeros (sautéed green asparagus). From there, you can proceed to such main courses as merluza con almejas (hake in clam sauce) or cochinillo (suckling pig).

				López Asme 30. [image: red_phone] 92-455-41-00. www.hotelhuertahonda.com. Main courses 16€–32€. Fixed-price menu 47€. MC, V. Mon–Sat 1:30–4pm and 8:30pm–midnight; Sun 1:30–4pm.

			

		

	
		
			
				The Best of Spain

				Ernest Hemingway once said, “If you visit only one foreign country in your lifetime, make it Spain.” The country turns one face toward Europe, while its other face points south to Africa, especially in the ancient Moorish kingdom of Andalusia, which revolves around Seville and Granada.

				Today, freed from the shackles of the long, dark dictatorship of the Franco era, Spaniards are experiencing what they call La Movida—“a renaissance of life.” Post-millennium Spain is about having fun—and lots of it. “The true Spaniard believes in working half the year and partying the other half,” a bartender in Madrid told us. “It is second nature to us to experience a sense of frivolous abandon—just attend one of our many fiestas.” From the Balearic Islands to the beaches along the Costa del Sol, Spain is Europe’s playground.

				What you get in Spain are 17 semi-autonomous regions, each with its own legislature, judicial system, and flag. In some cases, these regions have a distinct language—Catalan, Euskera (Basque), and Galician are widely spoken.

				Once a staunchly conservative, Catholic country, Spain today is a bastion of fierce liberalism in the West—and, yes, that means same-sex marriages and all that jazz.

				One of Europe’s oldest, yet most dynamic, countries, Spain is a rich, cultural mosaic. It has some of the world’s greatest museums, such as the Prado in Madrid and the Guggenheim in Bilbao. It’s a mecca for the sports lover—golfing, cycling, hiking, horseback riding, fishing, swimming; the activities seem endless. From bullfights to the flamenco tavern still going at three o’clock in the morning, Spain rocks ’round the clock.

				Spaniards love to eat, and in the past 2 decades the country has become a culinary lodestar renowned around the globe. It’s all here, ranging from time-tested recipes to fusion and molecular gastronomy, all accompanied by some of the world’s best wines.

				As you plan your trip, you may find yourself overwhelmed by the number of fascinating sights, beautiful landscapes, and off-the-beaten-path towns to fit into your limited time. So let us give you a hand. We’ve scoured the country in search of the best places and experiences, and below we list our favorites—admittedly, they are very personal and opinioned choices.

				The best Travel Experiences
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				• Sitting in Sol or Sombra at the Bullfights: With origins as old as pagan Spain, the art of bullfighting is the expression of Iberian temperament and passions. Detractors object to the sport as cruel, bloody, and savage. Fans, however, view bullfighting as a microcosm of death, catharsis, and rebirth. If you strive to understand the bullfight, it can be one of the most evocative and memorable events in Spain. Head for the plaza de toros (bullring) in any major city, but particularly in Madrid, Seville, or Granada. Tickets are either sol (sunny side) or sombra (pricier, but in the shade).

				• Feasting on Tapas in the Tascas: Tapas, those bite-size portions washed down with wine, beer, or sherry, are reason enough to go to Spain. Tapas bars, called tascas, are a quintessential Spanish experience. Originally tapas were cured ham or chorizo (spicy sausage). Today they are likely to be anything—gambas (deep-fried shrimp); anchovies marinated in vinegar; stuffed peppers; a cool, spicy gazpacho; or hake salad.

				• Getting Caught Up in the Passions of Flamenco: It’s best heard and watched in an old tavern, in a neighborhood like Barrio de Triana in Seville. From the lowliest taberna to the poshest nightclub, you can hear the staccato foot stomping, castanet rattling, hand clapping, and sultry guitar chords. Some say its origins lie deep in Asia, but the Spanish Gypsy has given the art an original style dramatizing inner conflict and pain. Performed by a great artist, flamenco can tear your heart out with its soulful, throaty singing.

				• Seeing the Masterpieces at the Prado: One of the world’s premier art museums, the Prado is home to more than 7,000 paintings, many of them acquired by Spanish kings. The wealth of Spanish art is staggering—everything from Goya’s Naked Maja to the celebrated Las Meninas (The Maids of Honor) by Velázquez (our favorite). Masterpiece after masterpiece unfolds before your eyes, including works by Hieronymus Bosch, Goya, Caravaggio, Fra Angelico, and Botticelli. 

				• Sipping Sherry in Jerez de la Frontera: In Spain, sherry is called jerez, and it’s a major industry and subculture in its own right. Hispanophiles compare the complexities of sherry to those of the finest wines produced in France and make pilgrimages to the bodegas in Andalusia that ferment this amber-colored liquid. More than 100 bodegas offer visits, tours, and tastings, opening their gates to visitors interested in a process that dates from the country’s Roman occupation.

				• Wandering the Crooked Streets of Barcelona’s Gothic Quarter: Long before Madrid was founded, the kingdom of Catalonia was a bastion of art and architecture. Whether the Barri Gòtic, as it’s called in Catalan, is truly Gothic is the subject of endless debate, but the Ciutat Vella (Old City) of Barcelona is one of the most evocative neighborhoods in Spain. Its richly textured streets, with their gurgling fountains, vintage stores, and ancient fortifications, inspired such artists as Pablo Picasso and Joan Miró (who was born here).

				• Going Gaga over Gaudí: No architect in Europe was as fantastical as Antoni Gaudí y Cornet, the foremost proponent of Catalan modernisme (or, in Spanish, modernismo). Barcelona is studded with the works of this extraordinary artist, all of which UNESCO now lists as World Trust Properties. A recluse and a celibate bachelor, as well as a fervent Catalan nationalist, he lived out his fantasies in his work. Nothing is more stunning than La Sagrada Família, Barcelona’s best-known landmark, a cathedral on which Gaudí labored for the last 43 years of his life. The landmark cathedral was never completed, but work on it still proceeds. If it’s ever finished, “The Sacred Family” will be Europe’s largest cathedral. 

				• Running with the Bulls in Pamplona: Okay, maybe it’s smarter to watch the bulls, rather than run with them. The Fiesta de San Fermín in July is the most dangerous ritual in Spain, made even more so by copious amounts of wine consumed by participants and observers. Broadcast live on TV throughout Spain and the rest of Europe, the festival features herds of furious bulls that charge down medieval streets, at times trampling and goring some of the hundreds of people who run beside them. Few other rituals in Spain are as breathtaking or as foolhardy—and perhaps none is as memorable. 

				• Following the Ancient Pilgrimage Route to Santiago de Compostela: Tourism as we know it began during the Middle Ages, when thousands of European pilgrims journeyed to the shrine of Santiago (St. James), in Galicia, in northwestern Spain. Even if you’re not motivated by faith, you should see some of Spain’s most dramatic landscapes and grandest scenery by crossing the northern tier of the country—all the way from the Pyrenees to Santiago de Compostela. Some of the country’s most stunning architecture can be viewed along the way, including gems in Roncesvalles, Burgos, and León. 

				The best Small Towns

				• Cuenca: Set amid a landscape of rugged limestone outcroppings at the junction of two rivers, Cuenca is a fascinating combination of medieval masonry and cantilevered balconies that seem to float above the steep gorges below. The angularity of the architecture here is said to have inspired early versions of cubism, a fact commemorated in Cuenca’s Museo de Arte Abstracto Español. This museum is considered one of the finest modern art museums in Spain. 

				• Zafra: Zafra’s 15th-century castle is the largest and best preserved in the region. It is set within the angular, stark white architecture of Zafra, which is also said to have inspired the cubists. 

				• Baeza: After it was wrenched away from the Moors in 1227, Baeza became a frontier town between the Christian and Moorish worlds, and a die-hard symbol of the Catholic ambition to occupy all of Iberia. Today, a wealth of architecture survives as evidence of the splendor of Iberian history. 

				• Carmona: Pint-size, sleepy Carmona packs a historical wallop, evoking the Roman occupation of Iberia. The town claims an architectural legacy from every occupying force since 206 b.c., when the Romans defeated the resident Carthaginian army. 

				• Ronda: The site appears inhospitable—a gorge slices through the town center, and its twin halves are connected with bridges that are antiques in their own right. But the winding streets of this old Moorish town are perfect for wandering, and the views of the surrounding Andalusian countryside are stupendous. Ronda is also revered by bullfighting fans, for both its bullring (the oldest and most beautiful in Spain) and the region’s skill in breeding the fiercest bulls in the country. 

				• Mijas: Wander through streets and alleys once trod by the Phoenicians, the Celts, and the Moors. Today, the town offers a welcome dose of medieval flair on the Costa del Sol, a region otherwise filled with modern, anonymous, and sometimes ugly resort hotels. 

				• Nerja: On the Costa del Sol at the Balcón de Europa (Balcony of Europe) lies this Mediterranean gem and its palm-shaded promenade jutting into the sea. Lined with antique iron lampposts, the village overlooks a pretty beach and fishing fleet. The resort town is on a sloping site at the foot of a wall of jagged coastal mountains. You can snuggle up in the parador or lodge at one of the little inns on the narrow streets. 

				• Elche: Although famed as a charming medieval village, Elche is best known as the excavation site of one of the premier sculptures of the Roman Empire in Iberia, La Dama de Elche, now exhibited in Madrid’s archaeological museum. These days, you can still see date palms planted originally by the Phoenicians. A “mystery play” celebrating the Assumption of the Virgin has been performed in the village church every year since the 1300s. 

				• Sitges: South of Barcelona is Spain’s most romantic Mediterranean beach town, with a 2.5km-long (11⁄2-mile) sandy beach and a promenade studded with flowers and palm trees. Sitges is a town with a rich connection to art; Picasso and Dalí both spent time here. Wander its small lanes and inspect the old villas of its Casco Antiguo, the Old Quarter. When not at the beach, you can view three good art museums. Nowadays, thousands of gays and lesbians flock to Sitges, which attracts a wide spectrum of visitors of all persuasions. 

				• Cadaqués: The 16th-century church that dominates this town from a nearby hilltop isn’t particularly noteworthy, but Cadaqués—on the Costa Brava near the French border—still charms visitors with its whitewashed, fishing-village simplicity. The azure waters of the Mediterranean appealed to surrealist master Salvador Dalí, who built a suitably bizarre villa in the adjoining hamlet of Lligat. 

				• Santillana del Mar: Jean-Paul Sartre called it “the prettiest village in Spain.” Only 6 blocks long and just 5km (3 miles) from the sea, Santillana del Mar perfectly captures the spirit of Cantabria. It’s also near the Cuevas de Altamira (Altamira Caves), often called “the Sistine Chapel of prehistoric art.” Romanesque houses and mansions line the ironstone streets. People still sell fresh milk from their stable doors, as if the Middle Ages had never ended, but you can live in comfort at one of Spain’s grandest paradores, Parador de Santillana, a converted 17th-century mansion. 

				• Deià: On the island of Majorca, you’ll find this lovely old village (also spelled Deyá), where the poet Robert Graves lived until his death in 1985. Following in his footsteps, artists and writers flock to this haven of natural beauty, 27km (17 miles) northwest of Palma. The views of the sea and mountains are panoramic. Gnarled and ancient olive trees dot the landscape. You can book into cozy nests of luxury like La Residencia or Es Molí. 

				The best Beaches

				Spain may be flanked to the east by France and the Pyrenees and to the west by Portugal, but most of the country is ringed with sand, rock, and seawater. That, coupled with almost year-round sunshine, has attracted many millions of beachgoers.

				• Costa del Sol: Stretching east from Gibraltar along the southernmost coast of Spain, the Costa del Sol is the most famous, party-hearty, overdeveloped string of beaches in Iberia. The beaches feature superb sand, and the Mediterranean waters are calm and warm throughout most of the year. But these charms have brought throngs of visitors, making this the most congested string of coastal resorts in Europe. The most important resorts here are Marbella, Torremolinos, Málaga, and Nerja. Look for soaring skyscrapers, eye-popping bikinis, sophisticated resorts and restaurants, lots of sunshine, and interminable traffic jams. 

				• Costa Blanca: This southeastern coast embraces the industrial city of Valencia, but its best-known resorts, Benidorm and Alicante, are packed with northern European sun-seekers every year. The surrounding scenery isn’t particularly dramatic, but the water is turquoise, the sand is white, and a low annual rainfall virtually guarantees a sunny vacation. 

				• Costa Brava: Rockier, more serpentine, and without the long stretches of sand that mark the Costa Blanca, the cliff-edged Costa Brava extends from Barcelona to the French border. Look for the charming, sandy-bottomed coves that dot the coast. Although there are fewer undiscovered beaches here than along Spain’s Atlantic coast, the Costa Brava retains a sense of rocky wilderness. One of the more eccentric-looking villas along this coast belonged to the late Salvador Dalí, the region’s most famous modern son, who lived much of his life near Cadaqués. 

				• Costa Verde: Radically different from the dry and sunbaked coastline of Andalusia, the rocky Costa Verde (Green Coast) resembles a sunny version of Ireland’s western shore. It’s temperate in summer, when the rest of Spain can be unbearably hot. Much of the coast lies within the ancient province of Asturias, a region rife with Romanesque architecture and medieval pilgrimage sites—and one that has not yet been overwhelmed with tourism. Premier resorts include some districts of Santander, Gijón, and, a short distance inland, Oviedo. 

				• The Balearic Islands: Just off the coast of Catalonia and a 45-minute flight from Barcelona, this rocky, sand-fringed archipelago attracts urban refugees seeking the sun, jet-set glitterati, and exhibitionists in scanty beachwear. The Mediterranean climate is warmer here than on the mainland. The city of Palma de Majorca has the greatest number of high-rises and the most crowded shorelines. Much of Ibiza is party central for young people and gay visitors during the summer. Sleepy Minorca offers more isolation. 

				The best Castles & Palaces

				• Palacio Real (Madrid): No longer occupied by royalty, but still used for state occasions, the Royal Palace sits on the bank of the Manzanares River. It was built in the mid–18th century over the site of a former palace. It’s not Versailles, but it’s still mighty impressive, with around 2,000 rooms. No one has lived here since 1931, though the chandeliers, marble columns, gilded borders, paintings, and objets d’art, including Flemish tapestries and Tiepolo ceiling frescoes, are well preserved. The empty thrones of King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofía are among the highlights of the tour. 

				• Alcázar (Segovia): Once the most impregnable castle in Spain, El Alcázar rises dramatically from a rock spur near the ancient heart of town. Isabella’s marriage to Ferdinand at this foreboding site eventually led to Spain’s unification. Today, it’s the single-most-photographed and dramatic castle in Iberia. 

				• Palacio Real (Aranjuez): Built at enormous expense by the Bourbon cousins of the rulers of France, the palace was designed to emulate the glories of Versailles in its 18th-century neoclassicism. The gardens are even more fascinating than the palace. The gem of the complex is the Casita del Labrador, an annex as rich and ornate as its model—Marie Antoinette’s Petit Trianon at Versailles. 

				• Alhambra (Granada): One of Spain’s grandest sights, the Alhambra was originally conceived by the Muslims as a fortified pleasure pavilion. Its allure was instantly recognized by the Catholic monarchs after the Reconquest. Despite the presence of a decidedly European palace at its center, the setting remains one of the most exotic (and Moorish) in all of Europe. 

				• Alcázar (Seville): The oldest royal residence in Europe still in use was built by Peter the Cruel (1350–69) in 1364, 78 years after the Moors left Seville. Ferdinand and Isabella once lived here. The Alcázar is one of the purest examples of the Mudéjar, or Moorish, style, and its decoration is based on that of the Alhambra in Granada. A multitude of Christian and Islamic motifs are combined architecturally in this labyrinth of gardens, halls, and courts, none more notable than the Patio de las Doncellas (Court of the Maidens). 

				The best Museums

				The spectacular Prado in Madrid is no mere museum but a travel experience. In itself, it’s worth a journey to Spain. (See “The Best Travel Experiences,”)

				• Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza (Madrid): Madrid’s acquisition of this treasure-trove of art in the 1980s was one of the greatest coups in European art history. Amassed by a central European collector beginning around 1920 and formerly displayed in Lugano, Switzerland, its 700 canvases, with works by artists ranging from El Greco to Picasso, are arranged in chronological order. The collection rivals the legendary holdings of the queen of England herself. 

				• Museo de Arte Abstracto Español (Cuenca): The angular medieval architecture of the town that contains the museum is an appropriate foil for a startling collection of modern masters. A group of some of Spain’s most celebrated artists settled in Cuenca in the 1950s and 1960s, and their works are displayed here. They include Fernando Zobel, Antoni Tàpies, Eduardo Chillida, Luis Feito, and Antonio Saura. 

				• Museo-Hospital de Santa Cruz (Toledo): Built by the archbishop of Toledo as a hospital for the poor, this is the most important museum in New Castile. It’s known for its Plateresque architecture—notably its intricate facade—and for the wealth of art inside. Among its noteworthy collection of 16th- and 17th-century paintings are 18 works by El Greco, including his Altarpiece of the Assumption, completed in 1613 during his final period. The gallery also contains a collection of primitive paintings. 

				• Museo Nacional de Escultura (Valladolid): The greatest collection of gilded polychrome sculpture—an art form that reached its pinnacle in Valladolid—is on display here in the 15th-century San Gregorio College. Figures are first carved in wood and then painted with great artistry to achieve a lifelike appearance. The most remarkable exhibit is an altarpiece designed by Alonso Berruguete for the Church of San Benito. Be sure to see his Martyrdom of St. Sebastian. 

				• Museo Nacional de Arte Romano (Mérida): A museum that makes most archaeologists salivate, this modern building contains hundreds of pieces of ancient Roman sculpture discovered in and around Mérida. The Roman treasures included theaters, amphitheaters, racecourses, and hundreds of tombs full of art objects, many of which are on display here. In 1986, the well-known and award-winning architect Rafael Moneo designed this ambitious and innovative brick building. Designing the building on a grand scale, he freely borrowed from Roman motifs and daringly incorporated an ancient Roman road discovered when the foundations were dug. 

				• Museo de Bellas Artes de Sevilla (Seville): The Prado doesn’t own all the great Spanish art in the country. Located in the early-17th-century convent of La Merced, this museum is famous for its works by such Spanish masters as Valdés Leal, Zurbarán, and Murillo. Spain’s Golden Age is best exemplified by Murillo’s monumental Immaculate Conception and Zurbarán’s Apotheosis of St. Thomas Aquinas. 

				• Museu Picasso (Barcelona): Picasso, who spent many of his formative years in Barcelona, donated some 2,500 of his paintings, drawings, and engravings to launch this museum in 1970. It’s second only to the Picasso Museum in Paris. Seek out his notebooks, which contain many sketches of Barcelona scenes. The pieces are arranged in roughly chronological order, so you’ll discover that he completely mastered traditional representational painting before tiring of it and beginning to experiment. Watch for numerous portraits of his family, as well as examples from both his Blue Period and his Rose Period. His obsessive Las Meninas series—painted in 1959—offers exaggerated variations on the theme of the famous Velázquez work hanging in Madrid’s Prado Museum. 

				• Teatre-Museu Dalí (Figueres): The eccentric Salvador Dalí is showcased here as nowhere else. The surrealist artist—known for everything from lobster telephones to Rotting Mannequin in a Taxicab—conceived of his art partly as theater. But be warned: As Dalí’s final joke, he wanted the museum to spew forth “false information.” 

				The best Cathedrals & Churches

				• Catedral de Ávila: One of the earliest Gothic cathedrals in Castile, this rugged, plain edifice was called “a soldier’s church.” A brooding, granite monolith, which in some ways resembles a fortress, it is the centerpiece of a city that produced St. Teresa, the most famous mystic of the Middle Ages. The interior of the cathedral, with its High Gothic nave, is filled with notable works of art, including many Plateresque statues. 

				• Catedral de Toledo: Ranked among the greatest of all Gothic structures, this cathedral was built on the site of an old Arab mosque. A vast pile from the 13th to the 15th centuries, it has an interior filled with masterpieces—notably an immense polychrome retable carved in flamboyant Gothic style, and magnificent 15th- and 16th-century choir stalls. In the treasury is a splendid 16th-century silver-and-gilt monstrance, weighing about 500 pounds. 

				• Real Monasterio de San Lorenzo de El Escorial (near Madrid): Philip II, who commissioned this monastery in the 1530s, envisioned it as a monastic fortress against the distractions of the secular world. More awesome than beautiful, it’s the world’s best example of the religious devotion of Renaissance Spain. This huge granite fortress, the burial place for Spanish kings, houses a wealth of paintings and tapestries—works by everyone from Titian to Velázquez. 

				• Catedral de León: Filled with more sunlight than any other cathedral in Spain, this one was begun in 1250 with a design pierced by 125 stained-glass windows and 57 oculi, the oldest of which date from the 13th century. The architectural achievement is stunning but also dangerous: Architects fear that an urgent restoration is needed to strengthen the walls to prevent collapse. The well-preserved cloisters are also worth a visit. 

				• Catedral de Santa María (Burgos): After its cornerstone was laid in 1221, this cathedral became the beneficiary of creative talent imported from England, Germany, and France. It is the third-largest cathedral in Spain, after Seville and Toledo. Art historians claim that among medieval religious buildings, it has the most diverse spectrum of sculpture in Gothic Spain—so diverse that a special name has been conjured up to describe it: the School of Burgos. El Cid is buried here. 

				• Catedral de Sevilla: The Christians are not the only occupants of Seville who considered this site holy; an enormous mosque stood here before the Reconquest. To quote the Christians who built the cathedral, they planned one “so immense that everyone, on beholding it, will take us for madmen.” They succeeded. After St. Peter’s in Rome and St. Paul’s in London, the cathedral of this Andalusian capital is the largest in Europe. Among its most important features are the tomb of Columbus, Patio de los Naranjos (Courtyard of the Orange Trees), Giralda Tower, and Capilla Real (Royal Chapel). 

				• Mezquita Catedral de Córdoba: In the 1500s, the Christian rulers of Spain tried to convert one of the largest and most elaborate mosques in the Muslim world, the Mezquita, into a Catholic cathedral. The result, a bizarre amalgam of Gothic and Muslim architecture, is an awesomely proportioned cultural compromise that defies categorization. In its 8th-century heyday, the Mezquita was the crowning Muslim architectural achievement in the West. 

				• Catedral de Barcelona: Completed in 1450, this cathedral grew to represent the spiritual power of the Catalan empire. With its 81m (266-ft.) facade and flying buttresses and gargoyles, it is the Gothic Quarter’s most stunning monument. The interior is in the Catalan Gothic style with slender pillars. 

				• Montserrat: Since its inauguration in the 9th century by Benedictine monks, Montserrat, near Barcelona, has been the preeminent religious shrine of Catalonia and the site of the legendary statue of La Moreneta (the Black Madonna). Its glory years ended in 1812, when it was sacked by the armies of Napoleon. Today, sitting atop a 1,200m (3,937-ft.) mountain, 11km (63⁄4 miles) long and 5.5km (31⁄2 miles) wide, it is one of the three most important pilgrimage sites in Spain. 

				• Catedralicio de Santiago de Compostela: During the Middle Ages, this verdant city on the northwestern tip of Iberia attracted thousands of religious pilgrims who walked from as far away as Italy to seek salvation at the tomb of St. James. The cathedral itself shows the architectural influences of nearly 800 years of religious conviction, much of it financed by donations from exhausted pilgrims. Its two most stunning features are its Obradoiro facade (a baroque masterpiece) and its carved Doorway of Glory behind the facade. An enormous silver censor, called the Botafumeiro, swings from the transept during major liturgical ceremonies. 

				The best Vineyards & Wineries

				Spanish wines are some of the best in the world and are remarkably affordable here. Below is a list of bodegas that receive visitors. For more information about the 10 wine regions—and the 39 officially recognized wine-producing Denominaciones de Origen scattered across those regions—contact Wines from Spain, c/o the Commercial Office of Spain, 405 Lexington Ave., 44th Floor, New York, NY 10174-4499 ([image: btel] 212/661-4814).

				Ribera del Duero

				Halfway between Madrid and Santander, this region near Burgos is the fastest developing wine district in the country and the beneficiary of massive investments in the past few years. Cold nights, sunny days, the highest altitudes of any wine-producing region in Spain, and fertile alkaline soil produce flavorful, award-winning wines. Among the noteworthy individual vineyards is the following:

				• Bodegas Señorío de Nava, Nava de Roa ([image: btel] 94-755-00-03; www.senoriodenava.es): This is one of the region’s best examples of a once-sleepy and now-booming vintner. Merlot and cabernet sauvignon grapes are cultivated, as are more obscure local varieties such as Tinta del País (also known as Tempranillo) and Garnacha (or Grenache, as it’s called across the border in France). Some of the wines bottled here are distributed under the brand name Vega Cubillas.

				Jerez de la Frontera

				This town of 200,000 (most of whose residents work in the wine trade) is surrounded by a sea of vineyards, which thrive in the hot, chalky soil. Ninety-five percent of the region is planted with the hardy and flavorful Palomino Fino to produce sherry, one of the most beloved products of Spain. Few other regions contain so many bodegas, any of which can be visited.

				• Emilio Lustau, Jerez de la Frontera ([image: btel] 95-634-15-97; www.emilio-lustau.com): This bodega was established in 1896 by a local lawyer, and ever since it has produced exotic forms of sherry snapped up as collectors’ items by aficionados everywhere.

				• González Byass, Jerez de la Frontera ([image: btel] 95-635-70-00; www.gonzalezbyass.com): Flourishing since 1835, this bodega has gained enormous recognition from one of the most famous brand names and the world’s best-selling sherry, Tío Pepe. It isn’t as picturesque as you might hope, because modernization has added some rather bulky concrete buildings to its historic core. Nonetheless, it’s one of the most visible names in the industry. 

				• Casa Pedro Domecq, Jerez de la Frontera ([image: btel] 95-615-15-00; www.casa-pedro-domecq.com): The oldest of all the large sherry houses was established in 1730 by Pedro Domecq, a young French nobleman. Its bodega contains casks whose contents were once destined for such sherry lovers as William Pitt, Lord Nelson, and the duke of Wellington. If you visit this sprawling compound, look for La Mezquita bodega, whose many-columned interior recalls the famous mosque in Córdoba.

				Penedès

				In ancient times, thousands of vessels of wine were shipped from this region of Catalonia to fuel the orgies of the Roman Empire. Much of the inspiration for the present industry was developed in the 19th century by French vintners, who found the climate and soil similar to those of Bordeaux. The region produces still wines, as well as 98% of Spain’s sparkling wines (cavas), which stand an excellent chance of supplanting French champagne in the minds of celebrants throughout the world. In fact, Freixenet is the largest selling sparkling wine in the world.

				• Codorníu, Sant Sadurní d’Anoia ([image: btel] 93-505-15-51; www.codorniu.com): With a history dating from the mid-1500s, this vineyard became famous after its owner, Josep Raventós, produced Spain’s first version of sparkling wine. During the harvest, more than 2.2 million pounds of grapes, collected from about 1,000 growers, are pressed daily. The company’s headquarters, designed around the turn of the 20th century by Puig i Cadafalch, a contemporary of Gaudí, sits above the 31km (19 miles) of underground tunnels where the product is aged.

				• Freixenet, Sant Sadurní d’Anoia ([image: btel] 93-891-70-00; www.freixenet.es): Codorníu’s largest and most innovative competitor began in 1861 as a family-run wine business that quickly changed its production process to incorporate the radical developments in sparkling cava. Today, although still family owned, it’s an awesomely efficient factory pressing vast numbers of grapes, with at least a million cases sold to the United States every year. Award-winning brand names include Cordon Negro Brut and Carta Nevada Brut. The company now operates a vineyard in California. It produces the sparkling wine Gloria Ferrer, which has won awards in the United States.

				• Torres, Vilafranca del Penedès ([image: btel] 93-817-74-00; www.torreswines.com): This winery was established in 1870 by a local son (Jaime Torres), who returned to his native town after making a fortune trading petroleum and oil in Cuba. Today, you can see what was once the world’s largest wine vat (132,000 gal.); its interior was used as the site of a banquet held in honor of the Spanish king. Thanks to generations of management by French-trained specialists, Miguel Torres is now one of the region’s most sophisticated and advanced vineyards. Like the other bodegas, its location permits side trips to Barcelona, the beach resort of Sitges, and the ancient monastery of Montserrat.

				La Rioja

				Set in the foothills of the Pyrenees close to the French border, La Rioja turns out what most people have in mind when they think of Spanish wines. The region produced millions of gallons during the regime of the ancient Romans, and it boasts quality-control laws promulgated by a local bishop in the 9th century. Here are some of the best vineyards for a visit:

				• Herederos del Marqués de Riscal, Elciego ([image: btel] 94-560-60-00; www.marquesderiscal.com): This vineyard was founded around 1850 by a local entrepreneur who learned winegrowing techniques in France. The modern-day enterprise still bases most of its income on the 199 hectares (492 acres) acquired by the organization’s founding father. Despite several disappointing years between 1975 and 1985, it remains one of the most respected in the region.

				• Bodegas Riojanas, Cenicero ([image: btel] 94-145-40-50; www.bodegasriojanas.com): Set on the main street of the winegrowing hamlet of Cenicero, this century-old bodega expanded massively in the 1980s and upgraded its visitor information program. You’ll be received in a mock-feudal tower where you can learn the nuances of the wine industry.

				• Bodegas Muga, Haro ([image: btel] 94-131-18-25; www.bodegasmuga.com): This bodega adheres more to 19th-century old-world craftsmanship than any of its competitors do. It was founded in 1932 by Isaac Muga and his wife, Aurora Cao, who both came from a long line of families in the winemaking industry. The winery contains an assortment of old-fashioned casks made from American or French oak. Production is small, eclectic, and choice.

				• La Rioja Alta, Haro ([image: btel] 94-131-03-46; www.riojalta.com): Another bodega in the winegrowing community of Haro, La Rioja Alta is set near the railway station. Founded in 1890, it has the dank and atmospheric cellars you’d expect. It was graced in 1984 by a visit from Spain’s royal family. About 85% of the production at this small but quality outfit is bottled as reservas (aged at least 3 years) and gran reservas (aged at least 5 years).

				Galicia

				This Celtic outpost in the northwestern corner of Spain produces white wines praised by connoisseurs as the perfect accompaniment to local seafood. The marketing name for the product, appropriately, is El Vino del Mar (Sea Wine), although the Denominación de Origen includes the appellations Rias Baixas and Ribeiro. Per-capita wine consumption in Galicia is the highest in Spain; a majority of the wine produced here was formerly consumed locally. Massive investments during the 1980s changed all that.

				• Adegas Morgadío, Albeos-Crecente ([image: btel] 98-826-12-12; www.morgadio.com): This vineyard, near Pontevedra, launched the Denominación de Origen Rias Baixas in 1984. Four friends whom locals referred as “madmen” bought 28 hectares (69 acres) of land that, with the Albariño grape, they transformed into one of the most respected and award-winning vineyards in the district. Fertilizer for each year’s crop comes from the bodega’s own flock of sheep. The success of old-fashioned farming methods, coupled with state-of-the-art fermentation tanks, is a model of entrepreneurial courage in an otherwise economically depressed outpost of Spain.

				The best Festivals

				• Autumn Festival, Madrid ([image: btel] 91-720-81-83; www.madrid.org/fo/2010/es/index.html): Held in November, the Festival de Otoño is the best music festival in Spain, with a lineup that attracts the best of the European and South American musical communities. The usual roster of chamber music, symphonic pieces, and orchestral works is supplemented by a program of zarzuela (musical comedy), as well as Arabic and Sephardic pieces composed during the Middle Ages. 

				• Feria del Caballo, Jerez de la Frontera ([image: btel] 95-633-11-50; www.spain.info/en/vive/fiestas/cadiz/feria_del_caballo.html): Few events show off Spain’s equestrian traditions in such a flattering light. Costumes are appropriately ornate; riders demonstrate the stern, carefully controlled movements developed during medieval battles; and the entire city of Jerez becomes one enormous riding ring for the presentation of dressage and jumping events. Horse buying and trading are commonplace at this May event. 

				• Las Hogueras de San Juan (St. John’s Bonfires), Alicante ([image: btel] 98-120-24-06; www.hoguerassanjuan.com): Bonfires blaze through the night on June 20 in a celebration revered by Celtic pagans and Romans alike—for the summer solstice. Stacks of flammable objects, including discarded finery and cardboard replicas of sinners and witches, are set ablaze. The bonfire signals the beginning of 5 days of parades and 5 nights of fireworks, during which normal business comes to a virtual standstill. 

				• Moros y Cristianos (Moors and Christians), Alcoy, near Alicante ([image: btel] 96-514-34-52; www.spanish-fiestas.com/spanish-festivals/moros-y-cristianos.htm): The agonizing, century-long process of evicting the Moors from Iberia is re-created during 3 days of simulated, vaudeville-style fighting between “Moors” and “Christians” every April (dates vary). Circus-style costumes worn by the Moors are as absurdly anachronistic as possible. When the Christians win, a statue of the Virgin is carried proudly through the city as proof of Alcoy’s staunchly passionate role as a bastion of Christianity. 

				• La Tomatina (Battle of the Tomatoes), Buñol, Valencia ([image: btel] 96-250-01-51; www.latomatina.es): Every year on the last Wednesday in August, nearly everyone in the town, along with thousands from neighboring towns and villages, joins this 2-hour-long tomato war (11am–1pm). The local government sponsors the festival, bringing in truckloads of tomatoes totaling more than 88,000 pounds of vegetable artillery. Local bands provide the music for dancing and singing, and there’s plenty of drinking. Portable showers are installed for the participants. 

				• A Rapa das Bestas (The Capture of the Beasts), San Lorenzo de Sabucedo, Galicia ([image: btel] 98-657-01-65; www.rapadasbestas.es): In the verdant hills of northwestern Spain, horses graze at will. On the first weekend of July, they are rounded up and herded into a corral. Here, each is branded and then released back into the wild after a few days of medical observation. For information, contact the Office of Tourism in Pontevedra. 

				• Misteri d’Elx (Mystery of Elche), Elche ([image: btel] 96-741-11-00; www.misteridelx.com): Based on the reputed mystical powers of an ancient, black-faced statue of the Virgin, the citizens of Elche have staged a mystery play in the local church every year for more than 6 centuries. The chanting and songs that accompany the plotline are in an archaic dialect that even Castilians can barely understand. Competition is fierce for seats during the August event, and celebrations precede and follow the play. 

				The best Paradores

				Funded and maintained by the government, Spain’s paradores are hostelries that showcase a building or setting of important cultural and historical interest. Some are much older and grander than others. Below are the country’s most interesting and unusual. For more information, visit www.parador.es.

				• Parador de Ávila ([image: btel] 92-021-13-40; www.parador.es): Built as an enlargement of a 15th-century palace (Palacio de Piedras Albas, also known as Palacio de Benavides), this parador features gardens that flank the northern fortifications of this well-preserved, 11th-century walled city. While only some of the comfortable, airy guest rooms are in the original palace, it’s still the region’s most intriguing hotel. In the parador’s restaurant, try the roast suckling pig, a regional specialty. 

				• Parador de Cuenca ([image: btel] 96-923-23-20; www.parador.es): This 16th-century building, once a Dominican convent, is one of the newer paradores in Spain. Like the medieval houses for which Cuenca is famous, the balconies here jut over rocky cliffs, overlooking swift-moving rivers below. The sight of casas colgadas, or “suspended houses,” is unforgettable. An adjoining restaurant specializes in seasonal wild game. 

				• Parador de Toledo ([image: btel] 92-522-18-50; www.parador.es): Although this is a relatively modern building, the architecture subtly evokes much older models. Views from the windows, boasting faraway glimpses of the city’s historic core, evoke the scenes El Greco painted in his View of Toledo. A swimming pool is a welcome relief in blistering Toledo. Such regional dishes as stewed partridge are featured in the hotel restaurant. 

				• Parador “Hostal San Marcos” (Parador de León) ([image: btel] 98-723-73-00; www.parador.es): Originally home to the Order of Santiago—a group of knights charged with protecting journeying pilgrims—the building was expanded and converted into a monastery some 400 years later. These days, set beside the Bernesga River and with a lavishly decorated church on the grounds, it’s one of Spain’s most deluxe paradores. The public areas are pure medieval grandeur: a dramatic lobby, a huge cast-iron chandelier, and stone staircases. 

				• Parador de Zamora ([image: btel] 98-051-44-97; www.parador.es): This one-time Moorish fortress-turned-Renaissance palace is among the most beautiful and richly decorated paradores in Spain. A medieval aura is reflected in the details: armor, coats of arms, tapestries, and attractive four-poster beds. A swimming pool enhances the tranquil back garden. Castilian fare such as stuffed roast veal typifies the restaurant’s offerings. 

				• Parador de Cáceres ([image: btel] 92-721-17-59; www.parador.es): Live like royalty at this palace, built in the 1400s on the site of Arab fortifications. The parador is in the city’s Old Quarter, recently declared a World Heritage site. The spacious public areas are decorated with soft cream shades and rough-hewn ceiling beams. Venison with goat cheese and roast kid with rosemary are typical of the varied Extremaduran cuisine served in the parador’s restaurant. 

				• Parador de Trujillo ([image: btel] 92-732-13-50; www.parador.es): Set in the inviting 16th-century convent of Santa Clara, this parador was originally built in a combination of medieval and Renaissance styles. The building was transformed into a hotel in 1984; the guest rooms are considerably more lavish than they were during their stint as nuns’ cells. The cuisine is the best in town. 

				• Parador de Mérida ([image: btel] 92-431-38-00; www.parador.es): A 16th-century building that was at various times a convent and a prison, this parador once hosted a meeting between the much-hated dictators of Spain (Franco) and Portugal (Salazar) in the 1960s. Mudéjar, Roman, and Visigothic elements adorn the interior in unusual but stunning juxtaposition. The inner courtyard and Mozarabic gardens add graceful notes. The kitchen serves the area’s best, including gazpacho, calderetas extremeñas (stews), and the famous Almoharin figs. 

				• Parador de Jaén ([image: btel] 95-323-00-00; www.parador.es): In the 10th century, Muslims built this fortress on a cliff high above town. Later, Christians added Gothic vaulting and touches of luxury, which remain in place thanks to renovation by the government. Guest rooms provide sweeping views over Andalusia. A swimming pool is a welcome retreat from the burning sun. Sample such dishes as cold garlic soup and partridge salad in the panoramic restaurant. 

				• Parador de Santillana Gil Blas, Santillana del Mar ([image: btel] 94-202-80-28; www.parador.es): This bucolic parador recalls the manor houses that dotted northern Spain’s verdant hillsides more than 400 years ago. Composed of thick stone walls and heavy timbers, it’s pleasantly isolated and elegantly countrified. A bonus is its proximity to what has been called “the Sistine Chapel of prehistoric art”—the Caves of Altamira. 

				• Parador Molino Viejo (Parador de Gijón), Gijón ([image: btel] 98-537-05-11; www.parador.es): As the name implies, this hotel was built around the decrepit remains of a molino, or cider mill (and the antique presses are still at hand). Close to San Lorenzo Beach, it’s the only parador in the northern province of Asturias. The dining room serves typical Asturian cuisine, including the famous fabada, a rich stew of white beans and pork. 

				• Parador de Pontevedra ([image: btel] 98-685-58-00; www.parador.es): The building is a 16th-century Renaissance palace built on foundations at least 200 years older than that. It’s famous as one of Spain’s first paradores. Inaugurated in 1955, its success led to the amplification of the parador program. The hotel is still alluring today, with its delightful terrace garden and stately dining room, which serves the fresh fish and seafood for which Galicia is known. 

				• Hostal de los Reyes Católicos, Santiago de Compostela ([image: btel] 98-158-22-00; www.parador.es): We saved the best for last—this is one of the most spectacular hotels in Europe. Originally a hospice for wayfaring pilgrims, it boasts a lavish 16th-century facade, four open-air courtyards, and a bedchamber once occupied by Franco. Today, the hotel is a virtual museum, with Gothic, Renaissance, and baroque architectural elements. It boasts four beautiful cloisters, elegant public areas, and spectacular guest rooms. 

				The best Luxury Hotels

				• The Ritz, Madrid ([image: btel] 800/237-1236 in the U.S., or 91-701-67-67; www.ritz.es): This is the most famous hotel in Spain, and arguably the best, at least for those who want the grand style of living enjoyed by aristocrats and Spanish dons at the turn of the 20th century. In the luxurious bedrooms, you can live the pre–World War I glory days of the Belle Epoque. 

				• The Westin Palace, Madrid ([image: btel] 888/625-4988 in the U.S., or 91-360-80-00; www.westinpalacemadrid.com): Flawless service is the hallmark of Madrid’s most distinguished hotel. Guest rooms contain antiques, gracious marble bathrooms, and elegant detailing. This Edwardian grand hotel is more relaxed than it once was, the old haughtiness of former management gone with the wind—it long ago rescinded its policy of not allowing movie stars as guests. Men still may have to wear a coat and tie, however. 

				• Hotel Alfonso XIII, Seville ([image: btel] 800/325-3589 in the U.S., or 95-491-70-00; www.starwoodhotels.com): The royal family stayed here when the Infanta Elena, daughter of Juan Carlos, married in Seville in 1995. Built to house visitors for the Iberoamerican Exposition of 1929, this grand hotel features Moorish-style rooms with doors opening onto small balconies; they overlook a Spanish courtyard with a bubbling fountain and potted palms. Set in front of the city’s fabled Alcázar, the Alfonso XIII is one of Spain’s most legendary hotels. 

				• Marbella Club, Marbella ([image: btel] 800/448-8355 in the U.S., or 95-282-22-11; www.marbellaclub.com): Built during the Golden Age of the Costa del Sol (the 1950s), this bastion of chic is composed of ecologically conscious clusters of garden pavilions, bungalows, and small-scale annexes. The luxurious rooms are modeled after those displayed in a European design magazine. The Marbella Club has many competitors but remains an elite retreat. 

				• Puente Romano, Marbella ([image: btel] 95-282-09-00; www.puenteromano.com): On manicured and landscaped grounds facing the beach, Puente Romano evokes a highly stylized Andalusian village. Exotic bird life flutters through lush gardens planted with banana trees and other vegetation. Villas are spacious and beautifully outfitted with tasteful wood furnishings, big mirrors, and marble floors and bathrooms. During summer, flamenco dancers entertain here. 

				• Barceló La Bobadilla, Loja ([image: btel] 95-832-18-61; www.barcelolabobadilla.com): The most luxurious retreat in the south of Spain, this secluded oasis lies in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada, an hour’s drive northeast of Málaga. Whitewashed casas (small individual villas) cluster around a tower and a church. Each individually designed casa is complete with roof terrace and balcony overlooking olive groves. Guests live in luxury within the private compound of 708 hectares (1,750 acres). 

				• Neri, Barcelona ([image: btel] 93-304-06-55; www.hotelneri.com): Tucked away in the Gothic Quarter, this restored palace near the cathedral is the most romantic place to stay in Barcelona, ideal for honeymooners. From its creeper-covered terrace to its crystal chandeliers to its plush bedrooms, the Neri hotel is for those seeking the good life. 

				• Hotel María Cristina, San Sebastián ([image: btel] 800/325-3589 in the U.S., or 94-343-76-00; www.starwoodhotels.com): One of the country’s great Belle Epoque treasures, this old-world seafront hotel has sheltered discriminating guests since 1912. Oriental rugs, antiques, potted palms, high ceilings, formal lounges, marble pillars, and marble floors show off a turn-of-the-20th-century glamour. The guest rooms are traditional in style, with wood furnishings and tasteful pastel fabrics. Nothing else in the Basque country quite measures up to this old charmer. 

				• La Residencia, Deià, Majorca ([image: btel] 97-163-90-11; www.hotel-laresidencia.com): Set amid 12 hectares (30 acres) of citrus and olive groves, this tranquil hotel was converted from two Renaissance-era manor houses. Jasmine-scented terraces open onto panoramas of surrounding villages and mountains. Pampered guests are served a creative cuisine that features local produce. Leisure facilities include a swimming pool fed by mountain spring water. Many of the guest rooms have regal four-poster beds. The hotel is a haven from the rest of overcrowded Majorca. 

				The best Hotel Bargains

				• Hostal del Cardenal, Toledo ([image: btel] 92-522-49-00; www.hostaldelcardenal.com): The summer residence of Toledo’s 18th-century Cardinal Lorenzano, built right into the walls of the Old City next to Bisagra Gate, this just happens to have Toledo’s best restaurant. But the setting—rose gardens, cascading vines, and Moorish fountains—makes it an ideal place to stay as well. Spanish furniture and a scattering of antiques recapture the aura of Old Castile. 

				• Hostería Real de Zamora, Zamora ([image: btel] 98-053-45-45; www.hosteriasreales.com): Once the dreaded headquarters of the local Spanish Inquisition, this hotel today offers a far friendlier welcome. Guests enjoy coffee on the patio and the pleasures of a garden planted along the city’s medieval fortifications. Imagine if these 15th-century walls could talk. 

				• Hotel Doña María, Seville ([image: btel] 95-422-49-90; www.hdmaria.com): Near the fabled cathedral, this hotel boasts a rooftop terrace with unmatched views of the Andalusian capital. A private villa that dates from the 1840s, the Doña María has a swimming pool ringed with garden-style lattices and antique wrought-iron railings. Guest rooms are uniquely designed with tasteful Iberian antiques.

				• Husa Reina Victoria, Ronda ([image: btel] 95-287-12-40; www.hotelhusareinavictoriaronda.com): This country-style hotel is best known as the place where the German poet Rainer Maria Rilke wrote The Spanish Trilogy. Its terrace, perched on a dramatic precipice, offers commanding views of the countryside. An Englishman built this Victorian charmer in 1906 to honor his recently deceased monarch, Queen Victoria. 

				• Hotel América, Granada ([image: btel] 95-822-74-71; www.hotelamericagranada.com): This former private villa within the walls of the Alhambra is one of the most popular small hotels in Granada. Its cozy guest rooms are filled with reproductions of Andalusian antiques. Plants cascade down the white plaster walls and the ornate grillwork onto the shaded patio. Good-tasting, inexpensive meals are served in the hotel restaurant. 

				• Hotel TRH Mijas, Mijas ([image: btel] 95-248-58-00; http://en.hoteles.es/mijas_hotel_trh_mijas.htm): The most charming affordable hotel along the Costa del Sol, the Mijas is designed in typical Andalusian style, with flowering terraces, wrought-iron accents, and sun-flooded guest rooms. Although built in the 1970s, it blends perfectly with the region’s gleaming white buildings. 

				• Hotel Huerto del Cura, Elche ([image: btel] 96-661-00-11; www.hotelhuertodelcura.com): From your room you’ll have a panoramic view of Priest’s Grove, a formidable date-palm forest. Between Alicante and Murcia, this is one of the choice addresses in the south of Spain. Guest rooms are handsomely maintained and beautifully furnished; a swimming pool separates the rooms from the palm grove. The regional cuisine in the hotel’s restaurant is excellent. 

				• Mesón Castilla, Barcelona ([image: btel] 93-318-21-82; www.mesoncastilla.com): This two-star charmer with an Art Nouveau facade is right in the heart of Barcelona. It is well maintained and well managed, with prices that are blessedly easy on the wallet. Comfortable rooms often come with large terraces. Only breakfast is served, but many nearby taverns serve excellent food. 

				The best Restaurants

				• El Amparo, Madrid ([image: btel] 91-431-64-56): In the old days of Franco, gastronomes flocked to Jockey or Horcher. Today their savvy sons and daughters head to El Amparo, the trendiest of Madrid’s gourmet restaurants. It serves haute Basque cuisine against a backdrop of cosmopolitan glamour. Patrons sample everything from cold marinated salmon with a tomato sorbet to ravioli stuffed with seafood. 

				• Sobrino de Botín, Madrid ([image: btel] 91-366-42-17; www.botin.es): Since 1725, this restaurant has been celebrated for its roast suckling pig, prepared in a 200-year-old tile oven. Hemingway even mentioned it in The Sun Also Rises. The roast Segovian lamb is equally delectable. There is little subtlety of flavor here—the food is prepared according to time-tested recipes that have appealed to kings as well as Castilian peasants. The aromas waft clear across Madrid’s Old Town. 

				• José María, Segovia ([image: btel] 021-46-11-11; www.rtejosemaria.com): Foodies from Castile flock to this classic Segovian restaurant, mainly to sample two regional dishes, roast baby lamb and roast suckling pig. The roast suckling pig is delectable and prepared according to a century-old recipe. The lamb is not as well known, but it’s equally flavorful. 

				• Mesón Casas Colgadas, Cuenca ([image: btel] 96-922-35-09; www.mesoncasascolgadas.com): Without a doubt, this is the most spectacularly situated restaurant in Spain—a “hanging house” precariously suspended over a precipice. The food is Spanish and international, with an emphasis on regional ingredients. The dishes can be ingenious, but the culinary repertoire usually includes proven classics that might have pleased your grandparents. 

				• Chez Víctor, Salamanca ([image: btel] 92-321-31-23): In the historic center of this university town, Chez Víctor is the most glamorous Continental restaurant around. Chef Victoriano Salvador gives customers terrific value for their euros with his imaginative, oft-renewed menus. The freshly prepared fish and his traditional version of roast lamb are especially tempting. Regionally rooted but modern in outlook, Salvador has a finely honed technique and isn’t afraid to be inventive on occasion. 

				• El Caballo Rojo, Córdoba ([image: btel] 95-747-53-75; www.elcaballorojo.com): Begin your evening with a sherry in the popular bar, followed by a visit to the traditional dining room. Not only Andalusian dishes are served here; some classics are based on ancient Sephardic and Mozarabic specialties. Most guests begin with a soothing gazpacho and wash everything down with sangria. Finish off the meal with one of the homemade ice creams—we recommend pistachio. 

				• Torrijos, Valencia ([image: btel] 96-373-29-49; www.restaurantetorrijos.com): The Costa Levante’s best restaurant, in the city that’s said to have “invented” paella, this stellar restaurant serves a Mediterranean and international cuisine, and does so superbly well. Expect a flavor-filled cuisine based on the freshest of ingredients. 

				• Jaume de Provença, Barcelona ([image: btel] 93-430-00-29; www.jaumeprovenza.com): The Catalan capital has more great restaurants than even Madrid. At the western end of the Eixample district, this Catalan/French restaurant is the domain of Jaume Bargués, one of the city’s most talented chefs. He serves modern interpretations of traditional Catalan and southern French cuisine—such dishes as pigs’ feet with plums and truffles, and crabmeat lasagna. His personal cooking repertoire is distinctive, and he has been known to create new taste sensations when he’s feeling experimental. 

				• La Dama, Barcelona ([image: btel] 93-202-06-86; www.ladama-restaurant.com): Among the most acclaimed restaurants in Spain, this “dame” serves one of the most refined Catalan and international cuisines along the country’s east coast. Stylish and well managed, it turns out masterpieces based on the season’s best in food shopping. 

				• Botafumeiro, Barcelona ([image: btel] 93-218-42-30; www.botafumeiro.es): The city’s finest seafood is prepared here, in a glistening, modern kitchen visible from the dining room. The king of Spain is a frequent patron, enjoying paellas, zarzuelas, or any of the 100 or so ultrafresh seafood dishes. The chef’s treatment of fish is the most intelligent and subtle in town—but don’t expect such quality to come cheap. 

				• Empordá, Figueres ([image: btel] 97-250-05-62; www.hotelemporda.com): Although ordinary on the outside, this hotel restaurant is one of the finest on the Costa Brava. It was a favorite of Salvador Dalí, who once wrote his own cookbook. Haute Catalan cuisine is the specialty—everything from duck foie gras with Armagnac to suprême of sea bass with flan. The flavors are refined yet definite. 

				• Akelaŕe, San Sebastián ([image: btel] 94-331-12-09; www.akelarre.net): The Basques are renowned for their cooking, and the owner-chef of this San Sebastián restaurant, Pedro Subijana, pioneered the school of nueva cocina vasca (modern Basque cuisine). His restaurant has attracted gourmets from around Europe. Sabijana transforms such seemingly simple dishes as fish cooked on a griddle with garlic and parsley into something magical. No other eatery in northern Spain comes close to equaling the superb viands dispensed here. There are those (and we are among them) who consider Subijana the best chef in Spain. 

			

			

	
		
			
				Spain in Depth

				The once-accepted adage that “Europe ends at the Pyrenees” is no longer true. Today, the two countries forming the Iberian Peninsula at the southwestern end of the Continent—Spain and Portugal—are totally integrated into Europe as members of the European Union (E.U.), with democratic governments and vibrant economies of their own. Spain began the 21st century as one of the fastest growing economies in the E.U. However, with the downturn of the past few years, Spain’s growth has fallen victim to the recession, showing a negative 2% to 4% decline.

				Political changes adopted after the 1975 death of Gen. Francisco Franco, Europe’s remaining prewar dictator, contributed to a remarkable cultural renaissance. This rebirth has transformed Spain’s two largest cities—Madrid, the capital, and Barcelona—into major artistic and intellectual centers. Amid some of the world’s most innovative architecture and contemporary movements, art, literature, cinema, and fashion are constantly finding new and original expression; at night, the cafes and bars hum with animated discussions on politics, the economy, and society. In every aspect of urban life, a visitor can feel the Spanish people’s reawakened self-confidence and pride in their newfound prosperity.

				These developments contrast with Spain’s unhappy experiences last century, particularly during the devastating Civil War of 1936 to 1939, and Franco’s subsequent long, iron-fisted rule. During the Franco years, political and intellectual freedoms were squelched, and Spain was snubbed by most of Europe.

				Of course, Spain was previously a major world player. In the 16th century, it was the seat of a great empire; the Spanish monarchy dispatched fleets that conquered the New World, returning with its riches. Columbus sailed to America, and Balboa sailed to the Pacific Ocean; Cortés conquered Mexico for glory, and Pizarro brought Peru into the Spanish fold. The conquistadors too often revealed the dark side of the Spanish character, including brutality in the name of honor and glory, but they also represented boldness and daring.

				It’s difficult to visit this country without recalling its golden past: Those famous “castles in Spain” really do exist. Many Spaniards believe that Spain isn’t a single country but a series of nations, united the way Yugoslavia used to be. Many groups, especially the Basques, the Catalans, and the Gallegos in the northeast, are asserting their individuality in everything from culture to language. For certain Basque separatists, that regional, “nationalistic” pride has at times taken violent turns. Castile and Andalusia, in the south, remain quintessentially Spanish. While linguistic and cultural differences are great, to the foreign visitor they appear subtle.

				As the inheritors of a great and ancient civilization dating from before the Roman Empire, Spaniards inhabit a land that not only is culturally rich but also geographically diverse, with wooded sierra, arid plateaus, and sandy beaches. It is this exciting variety in landscape—as well as in art, architecture, music, and cuisine—that makes Spain one of the top countries in the world to visit.

				
						
							The Spectacle of death

							For obvious reasons, many people consider bullfighting cruel and shocking, but as Ernest Hemingway pointed out in Death in the Afternoon, “The bullfight is not a sport in the Anglo-Saxon sense of the word; that is, it is not an equal contest or an attempt at an equal contest between a bull and a man. Rather it is a tragedy: the death of the bull, which is played, more or less well, by the bull and the man involved and in which there is danger for the man but certain death for the bull.”

								When the symbolic drama of the bullfight is acted out, some believe it reaches a higher plane, the realm of art. Some people argue that it is not a public exhibition of cruelty but a highly skilled art form that requires the will to survive, courage, showmanship, and gallantry. Regardless of how you view it, the spectacle is an authentic Spanish experience and reveals much about the character of the land and its people.

								The corrida (bullfight) season lasts from early spring to around mid-October. Fights are held in a plaza de toros (bullring), including the oldest ring in remote Ronda and the big-time Plaza de Toros in Madrid. Sunday is corrida day in most major Spanish cities, although Madrid and Barcelona may also have fights on Thursday.

								Tickets fall into three classifications, and prices are based on your exposure to the famed Spanish sun: sol (sun), the cheapest; sombra (shade), the most expensive; and sol y sombra (a mixture of sun and shade), the medium-price range.

								The corrida begins with a parade. For many viewers, this may be the high point of the afternoon’s festivities, as all the bullfighters are clad in their trajes de luces (suits of lights).

								Bullfights are divided into thirds (tercios). The first is the tercio de capa (cape), during which the matador tests the bull with passes and gets acquainted with the animal. The second portion, the tercio de varas (sticks), begins with the lance-carrying picadores on horseback, who weaken, or “punish,” the bull by jabbing him in the shoulder area. The horses are sometimes gored, even though they wear protective padding, or the horse and rider might be tossed into the air by the now-infuriated bull. The picadores are followed by the banderilleros, whose job it is to puncture the bull with pairs of boldly colored darts.

								In the final tercio de muleta, the action narrows down to the lone fighter and the bull. Gone are the fancy capes. Instead, the matador uses a small red cloth known as a muleta, which to be effective requires a bull with lowered head. (The picadores and banderilleros have worked to achieve this.) Using the muleta as a lure, the matador wraps the bull around himself in various passes, the most dangerous of which is the natural; here, the matador holds the muleta in his left hand, the sword in his right. Right-hand passes pose less of a threat, since the sword can be used to spread out the muleta, making a larger target for the bull. After a number of passes, the time comes for the kill, the moment of truth.

								After the bull dies, the highest official at the ring may award the matador an ear from the dead bull, or perhaps both ears, or ears and tail. For a truly extraordinary performance, the hoof is added. Spectators cheer a superlative performance by waving white handkerchiefs, imploring the judge to award a prize. The bullfighter may be carried away as a hero, or if he has displeased the crowd, he may be jeered and chased out of the ring by an angry mob. At a major fight, usually six bulls are killed by three matadors in one afternoon.

						

					

				Spain Today

				The year 2010 was a financial disaster for Spain, as the nation, along with Greece and Portugal, teetered on the precipice of bankruptcy. The number of individuals declaring themselves insolvent increased, and many businesses went belly-up. Various austerity measures may be in store for the troubled nation in 2011 and beyond. Today the umemployment rate hovers around 18%, mainly owing to the collapse of a decade-long building boom. In 2010, Spain’s budget deficit soared to nearly 10% of its gross domestic product.

				In spite of the financial hardships, Spain is massively improving its transportation structure. The government has upgraded 7,000km (4,350 miles) of rail track to high-speed quality. The goal is to make all major cities reachable by train from Madrid within 4 hours, or from Barcelona in 61⁄2 hours. Already, travel time between Madrid and Segovia has been shortened to 21⁄2 hours, and between Madrid and Málaga to 41⁄2 hours. Plans are to decrease travel time between Madrid and Barcelona from 4 hours to 3 and ultimately even 21⁄2 hours.

				Madrid, the seat of government, also continues to expand and make improvements, upgrading its roads, its rail links, and even its parks. The city is approaching six million inhabitants, and demands for services are increasing.

				Tourism continues to dominate the economy, and, increasingly, North Americans are becoming part of the changing landscape. While many European visitors head for Spain’s beach resorts, Americans occupy the number-one positions in visits to three top Spanish cities: Madrid, Barcelona, and Seville.

				No longer interested in the “lager lout” image its coastal resorts earned in the 1970s and 1980s by hosting so many cheap package tours from Britain, Spain has reached out to more upscale visitors. Bargain Spain of the $5-a-day variety is now a distant memory, as prices have skyrocketed. The government is trying to lure visitors away from the overcrowded coasts (especially Majorca, the Costa del Sol, and the Costa Brava) and steer them to the country’s less traveled but more historic destinations. Government paradores and other improved tourist facilities, better restaurants, and spruced-up attractions have sent the message.

				Spain continues to change as it moves deeper into the 21st century. A drug culture and escalating crime—things virtually unheard of in Franco’s day—are unfortunate signs of Spain’s entry into the modern world. The most remarkable advance has been in the legal status of women, who now have access to contraception, abortion, and divorce. Sights once unimaginable now take place: an annual lesbian “kiss-in” at Madrid’s Puerta del Sol, and women officiating as governors of men’s prisons. Surprisingly, for a Catholic country, the birthrate continues to remain one of the lowest in the developed world, and the population is aging.

				Spain’s monarchy seems to be working. In 1975, when the king assumed the throne after Franco’s death, he was called “Juan Carlos the Brief,” implying that his reign would be short. But almost overnight he distanced himself from Franco’s dark legacy and became a hardworking and serious sovereign. He staved off a coup attempt in 1981, and he and the other Spanish royals remain popular. Juan Carlos even makes do on a meager $7 million salary—less than one-tenth of what England’s Queen Elizabeth II is reputed to earn in a year.

				The author John Hooper, in an updated version of his 1986 bestseller, The New Spaniards, remains optimistic about Spain’s future, in spite of its economic problems. He suggests that Spaniards not forget that “to be true to themselves they may need to be different from others.” Hooper believes that the new Spain will have arrived at adulthood “not on the day it ceases to be different from the rest of Europe, but on the day that it acknowledges that it is.” Hooper was referring to the exotic, romantic, and varied faces of Spain that set it apart from other nations of Europe, ranging from flamenco to bullfighting and from Moorish architecture to pagan ceremonies. Nowhere—not even in Italy—are the festival and traditional, flamboyant dress more a part of annual life than in Spain, where religious processions are full of intense passion.

				Looking Back at Spain

				Barbarian Invasions, the Moorish Kingdom & the Reconquest Around 200 b.c., the Romans vanquished the Carthaginians and laid the foundations of the present Latin culture. Traces of Roman civilization can still be seen today. By the time of Julius Caesar, Spain (Hispania) was under Roman law and began a long period of peace and prosperity.

				When Rome fell in the 5th century, Spain was overrun, first by the Vandals and then by the Visigoths from eastern Europe. The chaotic rule of the Visigothic kings lasted about 300 years, but the barbarian invaders did adopt the language of their new country and tolerated Christianity as well.

				In a.d. 711, Moorish warriors led by Tarik crossed into Spain and conquered the disunited country. By 714, they controlled most of it, except for a few mountain regions around Asturias. For 8 centuries the Moors occupied their new land, which they called al-Andalús, or Andalusia, with Córdoba as the capital. A great intellectual center, Córdoba became the scientific capital of Europe; notable advances were made in agriculture, industry, literature, philosophy, and medicine. The Jews were welcomed by the Moors, often serving as administrators, ambassadors, and financial officers. But the Moors quarreled with one another, and soon the few Christian strongholds in the north began to advance south.

				The Reconquest, the name given to the Christian efforts to rid the peninsula of the Moors, slowly reduced the size of the Muslim holdings, with Catholic monarchies forming in northern areas. The three powerful kingdoms of Aragón, Castile, and León were joined in 1469, when Ferdinand of Aragón married Isabella of Castile. The Catholic kings, as they were called, launched the final attack on the Moors and completed the Reconquest in 1492 by capturing Granada.

				That same year, Columbus landed in the West Indies, laying the foundations for a far-flung empire that brought wealth and power to Spain during the 16th and 17th centuries.

				The Spanish Inquisition, begun under Ferdinand and Isabella, sought to eradicate all heresy and secure the primacy of Catholicism. Non-Catholics, Jews, and Moors were mercilessly persecuted, and many were driven out of the country.

				The Golden Age & Later Decline Columbus’s voyage, and the conquistadors’ subsequent exploration of the New World, ushered Spain into its Golden Age.

				In the first half of the 16th century, Balboa discovered the Pacific Ocean, Cortés seized Mexico for Spain, Pizarro took Peru, and a Spanish ship (initially commanded by the Portuguese Magellan, who was killed during the voyage) circumnavigated the globe. The conquistadors took Catholicism to the New World and shipped cargoes of gold back to Spain. The Spanish Empire extended all the way to the Philippines. Charles V, grandson of Ferdinand and Isabella, was the most powerful prince in Europe—king of Spain and Naples, Holy Roman Emperor and lord of Germany, duke of Burgundy and the Netherlands, and ruler of the New World territories.

				But much of Spain’s wealth and human resources were wasted in religious and secular conflicts. First Jews, then Muslims, and finally Catholicized Moors were driven out—and with them much of the country’s prosperity. When Philip II ascended the throne in 1556, Spain could indeed boast vast possessions: the New World colonies; Naples, Milan, Genoa, Sicily, and other portions of Italy; the Spanish Netherlands (modern Belgium and the Netherlands); and portions of Austria and Germany. But the seeds of decline had already been planted.

				Philip, a fanatic Catholic, devoted his energies to subduing the Protestant revolt in the Netherlands and to becoming the standard-bearer for the Counter-Reformation. He tried to return England to Catholicism, first by marrying Mary I (“Bloody Mary”) and later by wooing her half-sister, Elizabeth I, who rebuffed him. When, in 1588, he resorted to sending the Armada, it was ignominiously defeated; that defeat symbolized the decline of Spanish power.

				In 1700, a Bourbon prince, Philip V, became king, and the country fell under the influence of France. Philip V’s right to the throne was challenged by a Habsburg archduke of Austria, thus giving rise to the War of the Spanish Succession. When it ended, Spain had lost Flanders, its Italian possessions, and Gibraltar (still held by the British today).

				During the 18th century, Spain’s direction changed with each sovereign. Charles III (1759–88) developed the country economically and culturally. Charles IV became embroiled in wars with France, and the weakness of the Spanish monarchy allowed Napoleon to place his brother Joseph Bonaparte on the throne in 1808.

				The 19th & 20th Centuries Although Britain and France had joined forces to restore the Spanish monarchy, the European conflicts encouraged Spanish colonists to rebel. Ultimately, this led the United States to free the Philippines, Puerto Rico, and Cuba from Spain in 1898.

				In 1876, Spain became a constitutional monarchy. But labor unrest, disputes with the Catholic Church, and war in Morocco combined to create political chaos. Conditions eventually became so bad that the Cortés, or parliament, was dissolved in 1923, and Gen. Miguel Primo de Rivera formed a military directorate. Early in 1930, Primo de Rivera resigned, but unrest continued.

				On April 14, 1931, a revolution occurred, a republic was proclaimed, and King Alfonso XIII and his family were forced to flee. Initially, the liberal constitutionalists ruled, but soon they were pushed aside by the socialists and anarchists, who adopted a constitution separating church and state, secularizing education, and containing several other radical provisions (for example, agrarian reform and the expulsion of the Jesuits).

				The extreme nature of these reforms fostered the growth of the conservative Falange party (Falange española, or Spanish Phalanx), modeled after Italy’s and Germany’s fascist parties. By the 1936 elections, the country was divided equally between left and right, and political violence was common. On July 18, 1936, the army, supported by Mussolini and Hitler, tried to seize power, igniting the Spanish Civil War. Gen. Francisco Franco, coming from Morocco to Spain, led the Nationalist (rightist) forces in fighting that ravaged the country.

				The popular front opposing Franco was forced to rely mainly on untrained volunteers, including a few heroic Americans called the “Lincoln brigade.” (For those who want an insight into the era, Ernest Hemingway’s For Whom the Bell Tolls is a good read.) It took time to turn untrained militias into an army fit to battle Franco’s forces, and time was something the popular front didn’t have.

				
					
						
							dateline

								11th c. b.c. 	Phoenicians settle Spain’s coasts.

								650 b.c. 	Greeks colonize the east.

								600 b.c. 	Celts cross the Pyrenees and settle in Spain.

								6th–3rd c. b.c. 	Carthaginians make Cartagena their colonial capital, driving out the Greeks.

								218–201 b.c. 	Second Punic War: Rome defeats Carthage.

								2nd c. b.c.–	Rome controls most of Iberia.

								2nd c. a.d. 	Christianity spreads.

								5th c. 	Vandals, then Visigoths, invade Spain.

								8th c. 	Moors conquer most of Spain.

								1214 	More than half of Iberia is reclaimed by Catholics.

								1469 	Ferdinand of Aragón marries Isabella of Castile.

								1492 	Catholic monarchs seize Granada, the last Moorish stronghold. Columbus lands in the New World.

								1519 	Cortés conquers Mexico. Charles I is crowned Holy Roman Emperor, as Charles V.

								1556 	Philip II inherits the throne and launches the Counter-Reformation.

							

								1588	England defeats the Spanish Armada.

								1700	Philip V becomes king. The War of Spanish Succession follows.

								1713	Treaty of Utrecht ends the war. Spain’s colonies are reduced.

								1759	Charles III ascends to the throne.

								1808	Napoleon places his brother Joseph on the Spanish throne.

								1813	Wellington drives the French out of Spain; the monarchy is restored.

								1876	Spain becomes a constitutional monarchy.

								1898	Spanish-American War leads to Spain’s loss of Puerto Rico, Cuba, and the Philippines.

								1923	Primo de Rivera forms a military directorate.

								1930	Right-wing dictatorship ends; Primo de Rivera exiled.

								1931	King Alfonso XIII abdicates; Second Republic is born.

								1936–39	Civil War between the governing Popular Front and the Nationalists led by Gen. Francisco Franco.

								1939	Franco establishes dictatorship, which will last 36 years.

								1941	Spain technically stays neutral in World War II, but Franco favors Germany.

								1955	Spain joins the United Nations.

								1975	Juan Carlos becomes king. Franco dies.

								1978	New democratic constitution initiates reforms.

								1981	Coup attempt by right-wing officers fails.

								1982	Socialists gain power after 43 years of right-wing rule.

								1986	Spain joins the European Community (now the European Union).

								1992	Barcelona hosts the Summer Olympics.

								1996	A conservative party defeats the Socialist party, ending its 13-year rule. José María Aznar is chosen prime minister.

								1998	The controversial Guggenheim Museum at Bilbao is inaugurated.

								2002	Spain adopts the euro as its national currency.

								2003	Basque terrorists continue a campaign of terror against the government.

								2004	Al Qaeda strikes Spanish trains in the deadliest terrorist attack in Europe since World War II. José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero is elected as Socialist prime minister.

								2005	Spain legalizes same-sex marriage.

								2006	Basque separatist group ETA negotiates with conservative government for cease-fire. A bomb detonates at Madrid’s airport; ETA claims responsibility.

								2007	ETA calls an official end to cease-fire.

								2009	Spain’s once-buoyant economy suffers severe downturn. Unemployment reaches 17%.

								2010	Spain hovers on the brink of bankruptcy.

								2011	Basque Separatist group ETA declares permanent cease-fire.

							

						

					

				

				It was a war that would attract the attention of the world. By the summer of 1936, the Soviet Union was sending rubles to aid the revolution by the republicans. Even Mexico sent war materiel to the popular front. Most—but not all—of the volunteers were communists. Italy and Germany contributed war materiel to Franco’s forces.

				Madrid, controlled by the popular front, held out through a brutal siege that lasted for 28 months. Eventually, the government of the popular front moved to Valencia for greater safety in 1936.

				But in the winter of 1936–37, Franco’s forces slowly began to establish power, capturing the Basque capital of Bilbao and eventually Santander. The war shocked the world with its ruthlessness. (World War II hadn’t happened yet.) Churches were burned and mass executions occurred, especially memorable in the Basque town of Guernica, which became the subject of one of Picasso’s most fabled paintings.

				By October 1, 1936, Franco was clearly in charge of the leadership of nationalist Spain, abolishing popular suffrage and regional autonomy—in effect, launching totalitarian rule of Spain.

				The republicans were split by internal differences, and spy trials were commonplace. At the end of the first year of war, Franco held 35 of Spain’s provincial capitals. In 1937, the republican forces were cut in two, and Madrid was left to fend for itself.

				The last great offensive of the war began on December 23, 1938, with an attack by Franco’s forces on Barcelona, which fell on January 26 after a campaign of 34 days. Republican forces fled toward France, as a succession of presidents occurred. On March 28, some 200,000 nationalist troops marched into Madrid, meeting no resistance. The war was over the next day when the rest of republican Spain surrendered. Lasting 2 years and 254 days, the war claimed some one million lives.

				For memories and a sense of the Spanish Civil War, visitors can travel to El Valle de los Caídos (the Valley of the Fallen), outside El Escorial.

				Although Franco adopted a neutral position during World War II, his sympathies obviously lay with Germany and Italy. Spain, although a nonbelligerent, assisted the Axis powers. This action intensified the diplomatic isolation into which the country was forced after the war’s end—in fact, it was excluded from the United Nations until 1955.

				Before his death in 1975, Franco selected as his successor Juan Carlos de Borbón y Borbón, son of the pretender to the Spanish throne. After 1977 elections, a new constitution was approved by the electorate and the king; it guaranteed human and civil rights, as well as free enterprise, and canceled the status of the Roman Catholic Church as the church of Spain. It also granted limited autonomy to several regions, including Catalonia and the Basque provinces, both of which, however, are still clamoring for more full-fledged autonomy.

				In 1981, a group of right-wing military officers seized the Cortés and called upon Juan Carlos to establish a Francoist state. The king refused, and the conspirators were arrested. The fledgling democracy overcame its first test. Its second major accomplishment—under the Socialist administration of Prime Minister Felipe González, the country’s first leftist government since 1939—was to gain Spain’s entry into the European Community (now European Union) in 1986.

				Early 21st Century The shocking news for 2000 was not political but social. Spain came under increasing pressure to conform to short lunch breaks like those in the other E.U. countries. What? No 3-hour siesta? It was heresy. In spite of opposition, large companies began to cut lunch to 2 hours. Pro-siesta forces in Spain cited the American custom of “power naps” as reason to retain their beloved afternoon break.

				The traditional siesta was buffeted as the country’s economy expanded, with jobs on the upswing. Even with the recent downturn in the economy, the siesta doesn’t appear to be making a comeback. A survey has revealed that only 25% of Spaniards still take the siesta. More and more families are moving to the suburbs, and more women are joining the workforce. 

				On other fronts, Spain moved ahead as an economic force in Latin America, where only 20 years ago Spain was a minor economic presence. Today, it is second only to the United States. The long-held monopoly of the U.S. in the region is being challenged for the first time since the Spanish-American War of 1898. In the last tally, Spaniards in 1 year poured $20 billion of investment value into Latin America.

				Although there were some rough transitional periods, and a lot of older citizens were bewildered, Spain officially abandoned its time-honored peseta and went under the euro umbrella in March 2002. During the transition period, as Spaniards struggled to adjust to the new currency, counterfeiters had a field day.

				Throughout 2003, Basque terrorists, part of a separatist group (ETA), continued their campaign of terror against the government. Bombs and death tolls in 2003, including attacks in Madrid, brought the total of deaths up to 800 in this 3-decades-old campaign aimed at creating an independent Basque homeland in northern Spain and southwest France. Bombings are usually at vacation resorts, as ETA’s announced aim is to disrupt Spain’s main industry—tourism.

				On March 11, 2004, terrorists linked to Al Qaeda exploded 10 bombs on four trains going into Madrid from the suburbs, killing 191 passengers and injuring 1,800. This was one of the deadliest terrorist attacks ever to hit Spain.

				Upon taking office in April 2004, Prime Minister José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero vowed to institute deep changes in social issues after 8 years of conservative rule. On the day he was confirmed as prime minister, he endorsed gay marriage. In approving the resolution in April 2005, the Spanish Parliament became the third European country to recognize gay marriage after the Netherlands and Belgium.

				Rodríguez Zapatero has also made peace overtures to ETA, but after the 2006 ETA bombing at the Madrid airport, negotiations with the separatist group were stalled. Spanish Interior Minister Alfredo Pérez Rubalcaba told the press that he could not see how the peace process could resume. Indeed, in June 2007, ETA formally called an end to the cease-fire it had declared a year earlier. 

				As in the rest of the world, Spain’s economic growth slowed sharply in 2009, as many of its companies faced financial turmoil. In the aftermath of the U.S. subprime mortgage meltdown, Spain took a big hit from more difficult financing conditions. The New York Times reported that unemployment in Spain hit 20% in 2010, one of the most devastating rates in years. Car sales fell by 28%.

				In 2008, Zapatero was returned to power as prime minister, although with less percentage of the vote than before. He’s spoken of plans to invest in Spain’s future—education, research, bio-technology, and renewable energy­—to dig itself out of the financial hole. Some economic experts say this could be a bold strategy, while others believe it’s pure naiveté. One economist claimed that Zapatero was “long on vision, but short on creating jobs in the medium term.”

				In early 2011, ETA once again declared a permanent cease-fire after more than 3 decades of fighting for a separate homeland. The group, however, gave no indication that they would disarm and dissolve the organization. The Spanish government rejected the cease-fire, saying it did not go far enough.

				Spain’s Art & Architecture

				Spain’s art ranges from Romanesque frescoes and El Greco’s warped mannerism to Velázquez’s royal portraits and Picasso’s Guernica; its architecture, from Moorish palaces and Gothic cathedrals to Gaudí’s Art Nouveau creations and Frank Gehry’s metallic flower of Bilbao’s Guggenheim Museum. This brief overview should help you make sense of it all.

				Art

				Romanesque (10th–13th c.)

				From the 8th century, most of Spain was under Moorish rule. The Muslims took the injunction against graven images so seriously that they produced no art in a traditional Western sense—though the remarkably intricate geometric designs and swooping, exaggerated letters of Kufic inscriptions played out in woodcarving, painted tiles, and plasterwork on Moorish palaces are decorations of the highest aesthetic order.

				Starting with the late-10th-century Reconquest, Christian Spaniards began producing art in the northern and eastern provinces. Painting and mosaics in Catalonia show the Byzantine influence of northern Italy, while sculptures along the northerly pilgrimage route to Compostela are related to French models, though they are often more symbolic (and primitive looking) than realistic.

				Significant examples are found in Barcelona’s Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya. Most of Catalonia’s great Romanesque paintings were detached from their village churches in the early 20th century and are now housed in this museum. In Catedral de Santiago de Compostela, Pórtico de la Gloria is a 12th-century masterpiece of Romanesque sculpture.

				Gothic (13th–16th c.)

				The influences of Catalonia and France continued to dominate in the Gothic era—though, in painting especially, a dollop of Italian style and a dash of Flemish attention to detail were added. In this period, colors became more varied and vivid, compositions more complex, lines more fluid with movement, and features more expressive.

				Significant artists and examples include Jaime Huguet (1415–92), the primary artist in the Catalan School, who left works in his native Barcelona’s Palau Reial and Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya; and Bartolomé Bermejo (active 1474–98), the lead painter in the Italianate Valencian School, and the first Spanish painter to use oils. Some of his best early paintings are in Madrid’s Museo del Prado.

				Renaissance (16th c.)

				Renaissance artists strove for greater naturalism, using techniques such as linear perspective to achieve new heights of realism. When it finally got rolling in Spain, the style had already mutated into baroque.

				Significant artists include Pedro Berruguete (1450–1504), court painter to Ferdinand and Isabella; Alonso Berruguete (1488–1561), Pedro’s talented son who was not only court painter to Charles V, but also the greatest native sculptor in Spain; and El Greco (1540–1614), Spain’s most significant Renaissance artist from Crete, known for his broodingly dark colors, crowded compositions, eerily elongated figures, and a mystical touch. Toledo’s churches and Casa y Museo de El Greco retain many of El Greco’s works, as does Madrid’s Museo del Prado.

				Baroque (17th–18th c.)

				The baroque was Spain’s greatest artistic era, producing several painters who rank among Europe’s greatest. The baroque style mixes a kind of superrealism based on the use of peasant models and the chiaroscuro or tenebrism (the dramatic play of areas of harsh lighting off dark shadows) of Italy’s Caravaggio with compositional complexity and explosions of dynamic fury, movement, color, and figures.

				Significant artists include José de Ribera (1591–1652), the greatest master of chiaroscuro and tenebrism after Caravaggio; Diego Velázquez (1599–1660), Spain’s greatest painter, a prodigy who became Philip IV’s court painter at 24; Francisco de Zurbarán (1598–1664), Seville’s master of chiaroscuro; and Bartolomé Esteban Murillo (1617–82), Zurbarán’s Seville competitor. Murillo created work with a distinctly brighter, more saccharine and sentimental quality.

				Bourbon Rococo & Neoclassical (18th–19th c.)

				Spain’s turbulent late 18th and early 19th centuries are best seen in the progression of work by the unique master Francisco Goya (1746–1828). His works started in the prevailing rococo style (a chaotic, frothy version of the baroque) but soon went off on their own track. Spain’s neoclassicism was dry, academic, and rather boring.

				20th Century

				Spain became an artistic hotbed again at the turn of the 20th century—even if Barcelona’s own Picasso moved to Paris. Though both movements were born in France, Spanish artists were key in developing cubism and surrealism. Cubists, including Spaniards Picasso and Gris, accepted that the canvas is flat and painted objects from all points of view at once, rather than using optical tricks like perspective to fool viewers into seeing three dimensions; the effect is a fractured, imploded look. Surrealists tried to express the inner working of their minds in paint, plumbing their ids for imagery. Significant artists include Joan Miró (1893–1983), greatest of the true surrealists in Spain; Pablo Picasso (1881–1973), the most important artist of the last century; Juan Gris (1887–1927), the truest of the cubists; and Salvador Dalí (1904–89), the most famous surrealist. Dalí’s art used an intensely realistic technique to explore the very unreal worlds of dreams (nightmares, really) and paranoia in an attempt to plumb the Freudian depths of his own psyche.

				Architecture

				The Moors brought with them an Arabic architectural style that changed over the centuries but kept many features that give their remaining buildings, especially in Andalusia, a distinctly Eastern flair. The Moors built three major structures: mosques, alcázares, and alcazabas. Mosques, Islamic religious buildings, were connected to minarets, tall towers from which the muezzin would call the people to prayer. Alcázares were palaces built with many small courtyards and gardens with fountains and greenery. Alcazabas were fortresses built high atop hills and fortified like any defensive structure.

				The early Caliphate style of Córdoba lasted from the 8th to the 11th centuries, replaced by the most austerely religious Almohad style in Seville in the 12th and 13th centuries.

				Mezquita-Catedral de Córdoba is the best-preserved building in the Caliphate style. Of the Almohad period, the best remaining example is Seville’s Giralda Tower, a minaret but little altered when its accompanying mosque was converted into a cathedral; the mosque and tower at Zaragosa’s Palacio de la Aljafería have survived from the era as well. The crowning achievement of the Nasrid—of all Spanish Moorish architecture—is Granada’s Alhambra palace and the adjacent Generalife gardens.

				Romanesque (8th–13th c.)

				The Romanesque took its inspiration and rounded arches from ancient Rome (hence the name). Romanesque architects concentrated on building large churches with wide aisles to accommodate the pilgrims.

				Although the great Catedral de Santiago de Compostela, the undisputed masterpiece of the style, has many baroque accretions, the floor plan is solidly Romanesque. Other good examples include Sangüesa’s Iglesia de Santa María and Iglesia de Santiago.

				Gothic (13th–16th c.)

				Instead of dark, somber, relatively unadorned Romanesque interiors that forced the eyes of the faithful toward the altar, the Gothic interior enticed the churchgoers’ gazes upward to high ceilings filled with light. The priests still conducted Mass in Latin, but now peasants could “read” the Gothic comic books of stained-glass windows.

				The French style of Gothic was energetically pursued in Spain in the early to mid–13th century, first in adapting the Romanesque Catedral de Santa María in Burgos, and then in Catedral de Toledo and Catedral de León, the most ornate. Fourteenth- and fifteenth-century Gothic cathedrals include those at Ávila, Segovia, Pamplona, Barcelona, and Girona. (The last is a peculiar, aisleless Catalan plan, although the interior is now baroque.) The best of the Isabelline style can be seen in Valladolid in the facades of Iglesia de San Pablo and Colegio San Gregorio.

				Renaissance (16th c.)

				The rules of Renaissance architecture stressed proportion, order, classical inspiration, and mathematical precision to create unified, balanced structures based on Italian models. The earliest—and most Spanish—Renaissance style (really a transitional form from Gothic) was marked by facades done in an almost Moorish intricacy and was called Plateresque, for it was said to resemble the work of silversmiths (plateros).

				The best of the Plateresque decorates the facades of Salamanca’s Convento de San Esteban and Universidad. Charles V’s Summer Palace, built in the middle of Granada’s Moorish Alhambra, is the greatest High Renaissance building in Spain. The most monumentally classical of Renaissance structures was Phillip II’s El Escorial monastery outside Madrid, designed by Juan de Herrera (1530–97), who also started Valladolid’s Cathedral in 1580, although the exterior was later finished in flamboyant baroque style.

				Baroque (17th–18th c.)

				The overall effect of the baroque is to lighten the appearance of structures and add movement of line and vibrancy to the static look of the classical Renaissance. Soon the Churriguera family of architects and their contemporaries gave rise to the overly ornate, sumptuously decorated Churrigueresque style.

				Madrid’s Plaza Mayor is the classic example of the restrained early baroque. Churrigueresque masterpieces include Granada’s Monasterio Cartuja and Salamanca’s Plaza Mayor. The baroque was largely used to embellish existing buildings, such as the fine, ornate facade on Catedral de Santiago de Compostela.

				Neoclassical (18th–19th c.)

				By the middle of the 18th century, Bourbon architects began turning to the austere simplicity and grandeur of the classical age and inaugurated the neoclassical style.

				The primary neoclassical architect, Ventura Rodríguez (1717–85), designed the facade of Pamplona’s Cathedral and Madrid’s grand boulevard of the Paseo del Prado. On that boulevard is one of Spain’s best neoclassical buildings, the Museo del Prado.

				Modernisme (20th c.)

				In Barcelona, architects such as Lluís Domènech i Montaner (1850–1923) and the great master Antoni Gaudí (1852–1926) developed one of the most appealing, idiosyncratic forms of Art Nouveau, called modernisme. This Catalan variant took a playful stab at building with undulating lines and colorful, broken-tile mosaics.

				Identifiable features of modernisme include the following:

				• Emphasis on the uniqueness of craft. Like Art Nouveau practitioners in other countries, Spanish artists and architects rebelled against the era of mass production.

				• Use of organic motifs. Asymmetrical, curvaceous designs were often based on plants and flowers.

				• Variety of mediums. Wrought iron, stained glass, tile, and hand-painted wallpaper were some of the most popular materials.

				The best of modernisme is in Barcelona, including Gaudí’s apartment buildings along Passeig de Gràcia, and his massive unfinished cathedral, La Sagrada Família.

				Spain in Books, Film & Music 

				Books

				Economic, Political & Social History Historically, Spain’s Golden Age lasted from the late 15th to the early 17th century, a period when the country reached the height of its prestige and influence. This era is well surveyed in J. H. Elliott’s Imperial Spain 1469–1716 (New American Library).

				Most accounts of the Spanish Armada’s defeat are written from the English point of view. For a change of perspective, try David Howarth’s The Voyage of the Armada (Penguin).

				The story of the Spanish Inquisition is told by Edward Peters in Inquisition (University of California Press).

				One of the best accounts of Spain’s earlier history is found in Joseph F. O’Callaghan’s History of Medieval Spain (Cornell University).

				In the 20th century, the focus shifts to the Spanish Civil War, recounted in Hugh Thomas’s classic, The Spanish Civil War (Harper & Row). For a personal account of the war, read George Orwell’s Homage to Catalonia (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich). The poet García Lorca was killed during the Civil War; the best account of his death is found in Ian Gibson’s The Assassination of Federico García Lorca (Penguin).

				If you like more contemporary history, read John Hooper’s The Spaniards (Penguin). Hooper provides insight into the events of the post-Franco era, when the country came to grips with democracy after years of fascism.

				Art & Architecture The Moors contributed much to Spanish culture. Their distinctive legacy is documented in Titus Burckhardt’s Moorish Culture in Spain (McGraw-Hill).

				Antoni Gaudí is the Spanish architect who most excites visitors’ curiosity. Among the many illustrated books on his work, Gaudí (Escudo de Oro’s “Collection Art at Spain” series) contains 150 photographs.

				Spain’s most famous artist was Pablo Picasso. The most controversial book about the late painter is Picasso, Creator and Destroyer by Arianna Stassinopoulos Huffington (Simon & Schuster).

				Spain’s other headline-grabbing artist was Salvador Dalí. In Salvador Dalí: A Biography (Dutton), author Meryle Secrest asks: Was he a mad genius or a cunning manipulator?

				Andrés Segovia: An Autobiography of the Years 1893–1920 (Macmillan), with a translation by W. F. O’Brien, is worth seeking out.

				Residents of Catalonia truthfully maintain that their unique language, culture, and history have been overshadowed (and squelched) by the richer and better-publicized accomplishments of Castile. Robert Hughes, a former art critic at Time magazine, has written an elegant testament to the glories of the capital of this region: Barcelona (Knopf). This book offers a well-versed and often witty articulation of the city’s architectural and cultural legacy. According to the New York Times, the book is destined to become “a classic in the genre of urban history.”

				The richly illustrated Juan de Herrera: Architect to Philip II of Spain, by Catherine Wilkinson Zerner (Yale University Press), describes (for the first time in English) the remarkable 3-decade partnership between Herrera (1530–97) and his royal patron.

				Catalan Painting: From the 19th to the Surprising 20th Century, by Joan Ainaud de Lasarte (Rizzoli), has a title that tells its theme accurately. A lavish volume written by the former director of the Art Museums of Barcelona, it contains more than 100 color plates, from Joan Miró’s The Farm to Dalí’s nightmarish prefiguration of the Spanish Civil War.

				Travel Cities of Spain, by David Gilmour (Ivan R. Dee), is a collection of perceptive essays on nine Spanish cities. Containing more literary background and historical lore than most guidebooks have space to cover, Gilmour ranges from Granada to Santiago de Compostela, from Toledo to Córdoba.

				Fiction & Biography Denounced by some as superficial, James A. Michener’s Iberia (Random House) remains the classic travelogue on Spain. The Houston Post claimed that this book “will make you fall in love with Spain.”

				The most famous Spanish novel is Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes. Readily available everywhere, it deals with the conflict between the ideal and the real in human nature. Despite the unparalleled fame of Miguel de Cervantes within Spanish literature, very little is known about his life. One of the most searching biographies of the literary master is Jean Canavaggio’s Cervantes, translated from the Spanish by J. R. Jones (Norton).

				Although the work of Cervantes has attained an almost mystical significance in the minds of many Spaniards, in the words of Somerset Maugham, “It would be hard to find a work so great that has so many defects.” Nicholas Wollaston’s Tilting at Don Quixote (André Deutsch Publishers) punctures any illusions that the half-crazed Don is only a matter of good and rollicking fun.

				The collected works of the famed dramatist of Spain’s Golden Age, Pedro Calderón de la Barca, can be read in Plays (University Press of Kentucky).

				The major dramatic works of pre–Civil War poet and playwright Federico García Lorca can be enjoyed in Five Plays: Comedies and Tragicomedies (New Directions).

				Ernest Hemingway completed many works on Spain, none more notable than his novels of 1926 and 1940, respectively: The Sun Also Rises (Macmillan) and For Whom the Bell Tolls (Macmillan), the latter based on his experiences in the Spanish Civil War. Don Ernesto’s Death in the Afternoon (various editions) remains the English-language classic on bullfighting.

				For travelers to Granada and the Alhambra, the classic is Tales of the Alhambra (Sleepy Hollow Press) by Washington Irving.

				The Life of Saint Teresa of Avila by Herself (Penguin), translated by J. M. Cohen, is said to be the third-most-widely read book in Spain, after the Bible and Don Quixote. Some parts are heavy going, but the rest is lively.

				Isabel the Queen: Life and Times, by Peggy K. Liss (Oxford University Press), an American historian, is a vividly detailed study. It provides a “spin” on this controversial queen not often taught in Spanish history classes. One of the most influential women in history, the Catholic monarch is viewed as forging national unity through the holy terror of the Spanish Inquisition, which was launched in 1478 and resulted in the expulsion of Jews and Moors from Spain and religious intolerance in general. Even her sponsorship of Columbus, it is suggested, led to “genocide” in the Caribbean.

				20th-Century Spanish Voices Winning the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1922, Jacinto Benavente is best known for such plays as La Boernadora (1901)—called The Governor’s Wife in English—and particularly for Señora ama (1908), or The Lady of the House in English, two psychological dramas taking place in a rural atmosphere. Los intereses creados (1907), or The Bonds of Interest, is hailed as his masterpiece.

				The controversial Don Camilo José Cela Trulock, the Marquis of Iria Flavia, was one of the most influential Spanish writers of the 1950s, although the Franco government viewed his work as indecent. Cela’s best known work, La Colmena (The Hive), published in 1951, featured more than 300 characters. A devotee of Spanish realism, he was sarcastic, even grotesque in print. In later years he created scandal, including a claim he could absorb a liter of water via his anus, offering to demonstrate in public.

				Mercè Rodoreda, a Catalan novelist of Barcelona, wrote La plaça del diamante, or The Diamond Square, which was translated into English in 1962 as The Time of the Doves. It became the most acclaimed Catalan novel of all time and is the best novel dealing with the Spanish Civil War (forgive us, Ernesto).

				Adept in such forms as novels, short stories, children’s literature, poetry, and essays, Carmen Martín Gaite was one of the most awarded writers of her generation, dying in 2000. A major Spanish writer, Almudena Grandes, writes about life in contemporary Spain, including the 21st century. Her most celebrated work was the erotic novel Las edades de Lulú, translated into English.

				Finally, Ana Rossetti, a Spanish poet born in Cádiz in 1950, is one of the most exuberant female voices in Spanish literature. The artist’s repertoire embraces not only poetry but opera librettos, novels, and several works of prose.

				Film

				The first Spanish feature film, Los Guapos del Parque (The Dandies of the Park), directed by Segundo de Chomón, was released in 1903, 7 years after the film industry began in Barcelona.

				Film studios opened in Madrid in 1920, and by 1926 Spain was producing some 30 feature films a year. Before World War II the biggest name was Florian Rey, who made both silents and talkies, his most notable work being Le Aldea Maldita (The Damned Village) in 1929.

				After the Civil War and under Franco, Spain produced a lot of mediocre films. Even General Franco, using a pseudonym, wrote a propaganda piece called Raza (The Race) in 1941.

				In the 1950s, Spanish film achieved world recognition, mainly because of two directors, Luís García Berlanga and Juan Antonio Bardem. Both made satirical films about social conditions in Spain, sometimes incurring the government’s wrath. During the filming of Death of a Cyclist, in fact, Bardem was arrested and imprisoned. Upon his release, he finished the film, which won acclaim at Cannes.

				Luis Buñuel became one of the biggest names in Spanish cinema, his films mirroring the social, political, and religious conflicts that tore Spain apart during most of the 20th century. In 1928, Salvador Dalí and Buñuel collaborated on the director’s first movie, Un Chien Andalou (An Andalusian Dog), considered the most important surrealist film. Two years later, sadistic scenes in L’Age d’Or (The Golden Age)—again written with Dalí’s help—led to riots in some movie houses. Buñuel also directed La Mort en ce Jardin (Death in the Garden) with Simone Signoret (1957). In 1960, he made Viridiana, which won the prize for best picture at Cannes, even though Franco banned the film in Spain.

				In 1982, José Luis García became the first Spaniard to win an Oscar for best foreign film with Volver a Empezar (To Begin Again), even though local critics considered the film inferior to his earliest, Asignatura Pendiente (Anticipated Assignation). Volver a Empezar takes a look at an exiled writer’s homecoming to Spain.

				One of the biggest box-office hits in Spanish film history (and still available on DVD) is El Crimen de Cuenca (The Crime in Cuenca), directed by Pilar Miró, who went on to become “chief of state of television.” The film, which details Civil Guard torture, caused a furor when it was released and was suppressed until the coup attempt of 1981.

				The Basque problem reached the movie screens in 1983 with La Muerte de Mikel (Michael’s Death), which dramatizes the tortured love story of a young Basque nationalist and a transvestite from Bilbao.

				The 36-year dictatorship of Franco imposed on the Spanish arts an anesthetizing effect whose aftermath is being explored cinematically today. One of the best-acclaimed examples is Vicente Aranda’s steamily entertaining and psychologically insightful Lovers (1992). A dark, melodramatic romance set in the Franco era, it charts the changing eddies of a love triangle and the bewitching influence of a slightly over-the-hill temptress.

				Hailed by some critics as a variation of the farmer’s daughter tale, Belle Epoque, directed by Fernando Trueba and written by Rafael Azcona (in Spanish with English subtitles), won the 1993 Oscar as best foreign language film. It’s a hot-blooded human comedy of a handsome innocent, a deserter from the Spanish army in the winter of 1930 to 1931, who is seduced by the four daughters of a droll old painter.

				Today’s enfant terrible is Pedro Almodóvar, whose Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown won an Academy Award nomination in 1990. Ostensibly, the film is the story of a woman’s abandonment, but its madcap proceedings deal with everything from spiked gazpacho to Shiite terrorists. An iconoclast like Almódovar, who has publicly declared his homosexuality, flourishes in the contemporary liberal Spain, which abolished censorship in 1977.

				Another Almodóvar international hit, High Heels (1991), is a soap opera involving a highly theatrical and highly emotional film diva who returns to Madrid and the daughter she abandoned years before. Praised by critics for “spanking his favorite ideas until they turn red with pleasure,” Almodóvar plays with what has been defined as “the theatricality of the real and the authenticity of the theatrical—all in an engagingly funny combination of high and low camp.” Almodóvar continued his glitz with Kika (1994), which he wrote and directed. His eponymous heroine, Verónica Forqué, a beautician, is full of surprises. For example, she meets her lover-to-be, Ramón, when she’s making up his presumably dead corpse. He wakes up and they fall in love—but that’s only the beginning of twists and turns in this crazed soap opera.

				Almodóvar has continued into the 21st century to turn out wildly popular films marked by complex narratives, using the elements of pop culture, irreverent humor, hit songs, and a vividly glossy decor. Desire, passion, family, and identity are prevalent themes in such releases as Bad Education in 2004 and Volver in 2006, the latter starring Penelope Cruz.

				Other Spanish filmmakers attracting international audiences include Julio Médem, whose Lucía y el Sexo (Sex and Lucía), became celebrated for its lyrical eroticism. His film La Pelota Vasca (The Basque Ball), a documentary about political problems in the Basque Country, caused a furor in right-wing Madrid.

				A Canadian film director, Michael Dowse, achieved renown with his British film It’s All Gone Pete Tong, which was set in the Balearic Island of Ibiza. The 2004 flick was a fictional independent biopic about Frankie Wilde (played by Paul Kaye), a DJ who goes completely deaf.

				Penelope Cruz won an Oscar for Best Supporting Actress in 2009 for her contribution to Vicky Cristina Barcelona, directed by Woody Allen and also starring Scarlett Johansson and Javier Bardem. The film, about relationship strife, shows Allen’s long love for Barcelona, including his fascination with Gaudí’s architecture—especially the Sagrada Família.

				Music

				Classical Don Odilo Cunill directs the Cor Monastic de Abadía de Montserrat in Cants Gregorians de la Missa Per Els Fidels Missa Orbis Factor, Gregorian chants recorded in the chapel of the monastery at Montserrat.

				In the album Andrés Segovia, España, the late master plays guitar versions of fandangos and tonadillas. In a more classical vein, the same artist plays Bach, Scarlatti, and also music by the Czech composer Benda (1722–95) in Recital Intimo.

				The Orquesta de Conciertos de Madrid performs Falla’s El Amor Brujo and El Sombrero de Tres Picos. The same group, conducted by Enrique Jorda, can be heard in Albéniz’s Suite Española and Dos Piezas Españoles.

				Folk/Ethnic Isabel Pantoja, widow of the late bullfighter, sings soulful interpretations of Andalusian ballads in Se Me Enamora el Alma; Rocío Jurado renders them smolderingly in Punto de Partida and Canciones de España.

				Carlos Cano performs popular interpretations of Spanish Argentine tangos, habaneras, and sevillanas on Luna de Abril. In Canalla, Antonio Cortés Chiquetete is heard in 19th-century folk melodies. Felipe Campuzano gives piano interpretations of Andalusian folk music in Cádiz: Andalucía Espiritual.

				
					
						
							
								Impressions

								I also love the Spaniard, for he is a type in his own right, a copy of no one.

								—Stendhal

							

						

					

				

				Pasodobles Famosos, performed by the Gran Banda Taurina, is popular with older Spaniards, partly for its nostalgia value. This was the music played until very recently at every Spanish gathering, from bullfights to weddings to christenings.

				In Siroca, Paco de Lucía combines traditional flamenco guitar in its purest form with modern influences, including tangos, bulerías, and tanquillos. You can also hear Paco de Lucía on Fantasía Flamenca, interpreting authentic flamencas in a traditional manner. One of his releases, Zyryab, is named for the 8th-century Persian musician who brought new musical techniques to Córdoba, including (probably) the basis for the modern guitar.

				The brilliance of late virtuoso Narciso Yepes can be heard on Música Española para Guitarra, performing traditional favorites.

				Contemporary In the closing years of the 20th century, several Spanish groups rose to prominence, including Ana Belén singing contemporary love ballads in her album A la Sombra de un León. When a Madrid band, Radio Futura, appeared on the scene they were hailed as the “Einsteins of Spanish rock.” Yet another group, Cabinet Caligari, taking their name from one of the most famous German silent films, specialized in what might be called macho Hispano pop.

				One of the biggest record sellers in Spain is Joan Manuel Serrat, a singer-songwriter recording more-traditional popular music in both Catalan and Spanish.

				In Madrid, traditional Spanish music is also offered by singer-songwriter Luis Eduardo Aute, who has thousands of fans in the Spanish-speaking world.

				In current Spanish jazz, Tete Montoliu’s recordings represent some of the best the country has to offer. All, or most, of these records are available at Spanish music stores in the United States. They are available throughout Spain as well.

				In the early ’80s, the pop rock Madrid group the Pistons achieved renown in the music world for their great songs, pop simplicity, and vitality. Formed in 1978, Nacha pop dominated the ’80s as well. Even though they made their last record in 1988, their fame has endured.

				Of course, Julio Iglesias, born in 1943 in Madrid, is the king of Spanish singers, having sold 250 million albums. He has released an astonishing 77 albums. His son, Enrique Iglesias, has followed in his father’s footsteps, enjoying world renown as a Spanish pop singer and songwriter.

				Eating & Drinking 

				Meals are an extremely important social activity in Spain, whether that means eating out late at night or having large family gatherings for lunch. Although Spain is faster paced than it once was, few Spaniards race through a meal on the way to an appointment.

				The food in Spain is varied; portions are immense, but the prices, by North American standards, are high. Whenever possible, try the regional specialties, particularly when you visit the Basque Country or Galicia.

				Many restaurants in Spain close on Sunday, so be sure to check ahead. Hotel dining rooms are generally open 7 days a week, and there’s always something open in big cities, such as Madrid and Barcelona, or in well-touristed areas, such as the Costa del Sol. Generally, reservations are not necessary, except at popular, top-notch restaurants.

				Meals

				Breakfast In Spain, the day starts with a continental breakfast of coffee, hot chocolate, or tea, with assorted rolls, butter, and jam. Spanish breakfast might also consist of churros (fried fingerlike doughnuts) and hot chocolate that is very sweet and thick. However, most Spaniards simply have coffee, usually strong, served with hot milk: either a café con leche (half coffee, half milk) or cortado (a shot of espresso “cut” with a dash of milk). If you find it too strong and bitter for your taste, you might ask for a more diluted café americano.

				Lunch The most important meal of the day in Spain, lunch is comparable to the farm-style midday “dinner” in the United States. It usually includes three or four courses, beginning with a choice of soup or several dishes of hors d’oeuvres called entremeses. Often a fish or egg dish is served after this, and then a meat course with vegetables. Wine is always part of the meal. Dessert is usually pastry, custard, or assorted fruit—followed by coffee. Lunch is served from 1 to 4pm, with “rush hour” at 2pm.

				Tapas After the early evening stroll, many Spaniards head for their favorite tascas, bars where they drink wine and sample assorted tapas, or snacks, such as bits of fish, eggs in mayonnaise, or olives.

				Because many Spaniards eat dinner very late, they often have an extremely light breakfast, certainly coffee and perhaps a pastry. However, by 11am they are often hungry and lunch might not be until 2pm or later, so many Spaniards have a late-morning snack, often at a cafeteria. Favorite items to order are a tortilla (Spanish omelet with potatoes) and even a beer. Many request a large tapa served with bread.

				Dinner Another extravaganza: A typical meal starts with a bowl of soup, followed by a second course, often a fish dish, and by another main course, usually veal, beef, or pork, accompanied by vegetables. Again, desserts tend to be fruit, custard, or pastries.

				Naturally, if you had a heavy, late lunch and stopped off at a tapas bar or two before dinner, supper might be much lighter, perhaps some cold cuts, sausage, a bowl of soup, or even a Spanish omelet made with potatoes. Wine is always part of the meal. Afterward, you might have a demitasse and a fragrant Spanish brandy. The chic dining hour, even in one-donkey towns, is 10 or 10:30pm. (In well-touristed regions and hardworking Catalonia, you can usually dine at 8pm, but you still may find yourself alone in the restaurant.) In most middle-class establishments, people dine around 9:30pm.

				The Cuisine

				Soups & Appetizers Soups are usually served in big bowls. Cream soups, such as asparagus and potato, can be fine; sadly, however, they are too often made from powdered envelope soups such as Knorr and Liebig. Served year-round, chilled gazpacho, on the other hand, is tasty and particularly refreshing during the hot months. The combination is pleasant: olive oil, garlic, ground cucumbers, and raw tomatoes with a sprinkling of croutons. Spain also offers several varieties of fish soup—sopa de pescado—in all its provinces, and many of these are superb.

				In the paradores (government-run hostelries) and top restaurants, as many as 15 tempting hors d’oeuvres are served. In lesser known places, avoid these entremeses, which often consist of last year’s sardines and shards of sausage left over from the Moorish conquest.

				Eggs These are served in countless ways. A Spanish omelet, a tortilla española, is made with potatoes and usually onions. A simple omelet is called a tortilla francesa. A tortilla portuguesa is similar to the American Spanish omelet.

				Fish Spain’s fish dishes tend to be outstanding and vary from province to province. One of the most common varieties is merluza (sweet white hake). Langosta, a variety of lobster, is seen everywhere—it’s a treat but terribly expensive. The Portuguese in particular, but some Spaniards, too, go into raptures at the mention of mejillones (barnacles). Gourmets relish their seawater taste; others find them tasteless. Rape (pronounced rah-peh) is the Spanish name for monkfish, a sweet, wide-boned ocean fish with a scalloplike texture. Also try a few dozen half-inch baby eels. They rely heavily on olive oil and garlic for their flavor, but they taste great. Squid cooked in its own ink is suggested only to those who want to go native. Charcoal-broiled sardines, however, are a culinary delight—a particular treat in the Basque provinces. Trout Navarre is one of the most popular fish dishes, usually stuffed with bacon or ham.

				Paella You can’t go to Spain without trying its celebrated paella. Flavored with saffron, paella is an aromatic rice dish usually topped with shellfish, chicken, sausage, peppers, and local spices. Served authentically, it comes steaming hot from the kitchen in a metal pan called a paellera. (Incidentally, what is known in the U.S. as Spanish rice isn’t Spanish at all. If you ask an English-speaking waiter for Spanish rice, you’ll be served paella.)

				Meats Don’t expect Kansas City steak, but do try the spit-roasted suckling pig, so sweet and tender it can often be cut with a fork. The veal is also good, and the Spanish lomo de cerdo, loin of pork, is unmatched anywhere. Tender chicken is most often served in the major cities and towns today, and the Spanish are adept at spit-roasting it until it turns a delectable golden brown. In more remote spots of Spain, however, “free-range” chicken is often stringy and tough.

				Vegetables & Salads Through more sophisticated agricultural methods, Spain now grows more of its own vegetables, which are available year-round, unlike in days of yore, when canned vegetables were used all too frequently. Both potatoes and rice are staples of the Spanish diet, the latter a prime ingredient, of course, in the famous paella originating in Valencia. Salads don’t usually get much attention and are often made simply with lettuce and tomatoes.

				Desserts The Spanish do not emphasize dessert, often opting for fresh fruit. Flan, a home-cooked egg custard, appears on all menus—sometimes with a burned-caramel sauce. Ice cream appears on nearly all menus as well. But the best bet is to ask for a basket of fruit, which you can wash at your table. Homemade pastries are usually moist and not too sweet. As a dining oddity—although it’s not odd at all to Spaniards—many restaurants serve fresh orange juice for dessert.

				Olive Oil & Garlic Olive oil is used lavishly in Spain, the largest olive grower on the planet. You may not want it in all dishes. You might prefer your fish grilled in butter (mantequilla), though note that some places will charge you extra for this. Garlic is also an integral part of the Spanish diet, and even if you love it, you may find Spaniards love it more than you do, and use it in the oddest dishes.

				What to Drink

				Water It is generally safe to drink water in all major cities and tourist resorts in Spain. If you’re traveling in remote areas, play it safe and drink bottled water. One of the most popular noncarbonated bottled drinks in Spain is Solares. Nearly all restaurants and hotels have it. Bubbly water is agua mineral con gas; noncarbonated, agua mineral sin gas. Note that bottled water in some areas may cost as much as the regional wine.

				Soft Drinks In general, avoid the carbonated citrus drinks on sale everywhere. Most of them never saw an orange, much less a lemon. If you want a citrus drink, order old, reliable Schweppes. An excellent noncarbonated drink for the summer is called Tri-Naranjus, which comes in lemon and orange flavors. Your cheapest bet is a liter bottle of gaseosa, which comes in various flavors. In summer you should also try an horchata. Not to be confused with the Mexican beverage of the same name, the Spanish horchata is a sweet, milklike beverage made of tubers called chufas.

				Coffee Even if you are a dedicated coffee drinker, you may find the café con leche (coffee with milk) a little too strong. We suggest leche manchada, a little bit of strong, freshly brewed coffee in a glass that’s filled with lots of frothy hot milk.

				Milk In the largest cities you get bottled milk, but it loses a great deal of its flavor in the process of pasteurization. In all cases, avoid untreated milk and milk products. About the best brand of fresh milk is Lauki.

				Beer Although not native to Spain, beer (cerveza) is now drunk everywhere. Domestic brands include San Miguel, Mahou, Aguila, and Cruz Blanca.

				Wine Sherry (vino de Jerez) has been called “the wine with 100 souls.” Drink it before dinner (try the topaz-colored finos, a dry and very pale sherry) or whenever you drop into some old inn or bodega for refreshment; many of them have rows of kegs with spigots. Manzanilla, a golden-colored, medium-dry sherry, is extremely popular. The sweet cream sherries (Harvey’s Bristol Cream, for example) are favorite after-dinner wines (called olorosos). While the French may be disdainful of Spanish table wines, they can be truly noble, especially two leading varieties, Valdepeñas and Rioja, both from Castile. If you’re not too exacting in your tastes, you can always ask for the vino de la casa (house wine) wherever you dine. The Ampurdán of Catalonia is heavy. From Andalusia comes the fruity Montilla. There are some good local sparkling wines (cavas) in Spain, such as Freixenet. One brand, Benjamín, comes in individual-size bottles.

				Beginning in the 1990s, based partly on subsidies and incentives from the European Union, Spanish vintners have scrapped most of the country’s obsolete winemaking equipment, hired new talent, and poured time and money into the improvement and promotion of wines from even high-altitude or arid regions not previously suitable for wine production. Thanks to irrigation, improved grape varieties, technological developments, and the expenditure of billions of euros, bodegas and vineyards are sprouting up throughout the country, opening their doors to visitors interested in how the stuff is grown, fermented, and bottled. These wines are now earning awards at wine competitions around the world for their quality and bouquet.

				Interested in impressing a newfound Spanish friend over a wine list? Consider bypassing the usual array of Riojas, sherries, and sparkling Catalonian cavas in favor of, say, a Galician white from Rias Baixas, which some connoisseurs consider the perfect accompaniment for seafood. Among reds, make a beeline for vintages from the fastest developing wine region of Europe, the arid, high-altitude district of Ribera del Duero, near Burgos, whose alkaline soil, cold nights, and sunny days have earned unexpected praise from winemakers (and encouraged massive investments) in the past few years.

				For more information about these or any other of the 10 wine-producing regions of Spain (and the 39 officially recognized wine-producing Denominaciones de Origen scattered across those regions), contact Wines from Spain, c/o the Commercial Office of Spain, 405 Lexington Ave., 44th Floor, New York, NY 10174-0331 ([image: btel] 212/661-4959).

				Sangria The all-time favorite refreshing drink in Spain, sangria is a red-wine punch that combines wine with oranges, lemons, seltzer, and sugar. Be careful, however; many joints that do a big tourist trade produce a sickly sweet Kool-Aid version of sangria for unsuspecting visitors.

				Whiskey & Brandy Imported whiskeys are available at most Spanish bars but at a high price. If you’re a drinker, switch to brandies and cognacs, where the Spanish reign supreme. Try Fundador, made by the Pedro Domecq family in Jerez de la Frontera. If you want a smooth cognac, ask for the “103” white label.

				When to Go

				Spring and fall are ideal times to visit nearly all of Spain, with the possible exception of the Atlantic coast, which experiences heavy rains in October and November. May and October are the best months, in terms of both weather and crowds.

				In summer, it’s hot, hot, and hotter still, with the cities in Castile (Madrid) and Andalusia (Seville and Córdoba) heating up the most. Madrid has dry heat; the average temperature can hover around 84°F (29°C) in July and 75°F (24°C) in September. Seville has the dubious reputation of being about the hottest part of Spain in July and August, often baking under average temperatures of 93°F (34°C).

				Barcelona, cooler in temperature, is often quite humid. Midsummer temperatures in Majorca often reach 91°F (33°C). The overcrowded Costa Brava has temperatures around 81°F (27°C) in July and August. The Costa del Sol has an average of 77°F (25°C) in summer. The coolest spot in Spain is the Atlantic coast from San Sebastián to A Coruña, with temperatures in the 70s (21°C–26°C) in July and August.

				August remains the major vacation month in Europe. The traffic from France, the Netherlands, and Germany to Spain becomes a veritable migration, and low-cost hotels along the coastal areas are virtually impossible to find. To compound the problem, many restaurants and shops also decide it’s time for a vacation, thereby limiting visitors’ selections for both dining and shopping.

				In winter, the coast from Algeciras to Málaga is the most popular, with temperatures reaching a warm 60°F to 63°F (16°–17°C). Madrid gets cold, as low as 34°F (1°C). Majorca is warmer, usually in the 50s (low teens Celsius), but it often dips into the 40s (single digits Celsius). Some mountain resorts can experience extreme cold.

				Average Daily Temperature & Monthly Rainfall for Spain

				[image: missing image file]

				Holidays Holidays include January 1 (New Year’s Day), January 6 (Feast of the Epiphany), March 19 (Feast of St. Joseph), Good Friday, Easter Monday, May 1 (May Day), June 10 (Corpus Christi), June 29 (Feast of the Assumption), October 12 (Spain’s National Day), November 1 (All Saints’ Day), December 8 (Immaculate Conception), and December 25 (Christmas).

				No matter how large or small, every city or town in Spain also celebrates its local saint’s day. In Madrid it’s May 15 (St. Isidro). You’ll rarely know what the local holidays are in your next destination in Spain. Try to keep money on hand, because you may arrive in town only to find banks and stores closed. In some cases, intercity bus services are suspended on holidays.

				Spain Calendar of Events

				The dates given below may not be precise. Sometimes the exact days are not announced until 6 weeks before the actual festival. Check with the Tourist Office of Spain (see “Visitor Information,”) if you plan to attend a specific event.

					For an exhaustive list of events beyond those listed here, check http://events.frommers.com, where you’ll find a searchable, up-to-the-minute roster of what’s happening in cities all over the world.

				January

				Granada Reconquest Festival, Granada. The whole city celebrates the Christians’ victory over the Moors in 1492. The highest tower at the Alhambra is open to the public on January 2. For information, contact the Tourist Office of Granada ([image: btel] 95-824-71-28). January 2.

				Día de los Reyes (Three Kings Day), throughout Spain. Parades are held around the country on the eve of the Festival of the Epiphany. Various “kings” dispense candy to all the kids. January 6.

				Día de San Antonio (St. Anthony's Day), La Puebla, Majorca. Bonfires, dancing, revelers dressed as devils, and other riotous events honor St. Anthony on the eve of his day. January 17.

				February

				Bocairente Festival of Christians and Moors, Bocairente (Valencia). Fireworks, colorful costumes, parades, and a reenactment of the struggle between Christians and Moors mark this exuberant festival. A stuffed effigy of Mohammed is blown to bits. Call [image: btel] 96-290-50-62 for more information. First week of February.

				ARCO (Madrid’s International Contemporary Art Fair), Madrid. One of the biggest draws on Spain’s cultural calendar, this exhibit showcases the best in contemporary art from Europe and America. At the Nuevo Recinto Ferial Juan Carlos I, the exhibition draws galleries from throughout Europe, the Americas, Australia, and Asia, which bring with them the works of regional and internationally known artists. To buy tickets, contact Parque Ferial Juan Carlos I at [image: btel] 90-222-15-15. The cost is 32€ to 63€. You can get schedules from the tourist office closer to the event’s date. For more information, call [image: btel] 91-722-30-00 or go to www.ifema.es. Dates vary, but the event usually takes place mid-February.

				Madrid Carnaval. The carnival kicks off with a big parade along Paseo de la Castellana, culminating in a masked ball at the Círculo de Bellas Artes on the following night. Fancy-dress competitions last until Ash Wednesday, when the festivities end with a tear-jerking “burial of a sardine” at the Fuente de los Pajaritos in the Casa de Campo. This is followed that evening by a concert in the Plaza Mayor. Call [image: btel] 91-588-16-36 or visit www.gospain.org for more information. Dates vary. Normally 40 days before Easter.

				Carnavales de Cádiz, Cádiz. The oldest and best-attended carnival in Spain is a freewheeling event full of costumes, parades, strolling troubadours, and drum beating. Call [image: btel] 95-622-71-11 or go to www.carnavaldecadiz.com for more information. Early February or early March.

				March

				Fallas de Valencia, Valencia. Dating from the 1400s, this fiesta centers on the burning of papier-mâché effigies of winter demons. Burnings are preceded by bullfights, fireworks, and parades. For more information, contact [image: btel] 96-352-17-30 or go to www.fallasfromvalencia.com. Early to mid-March.

				Semana Santa (Holy Week), Seville. Although many of the country’s smaller towns stage similar celebrations (especially notable in Zamora), the festivities in Seville are by far the most elaborate. From Palm Sunday until Easter Sunday, processions of hooded penitents move to the piercing wail of the saeta, a love song to the Virgin or Christ. Pasos (heavy floats) bear images of the Virgin or Christ. Make hotel reservations way in advance. Call the Seville Office of Tourism for details ([image: btel] 95-421-00-05). The week before Easter.

				April

				Feria de Sevilla (Seville Fair). This is the most celebrated week of revelry in all of Spain, with all-night flamenco dancing, entertainment booths, bullfights, horseback riding, flower-decked coaches, and dancing in the streets. You’ll need to reserve a hotel early for this one. For general information and exact festival dates, contact the Office of Tourism in Seville ([image: btel] 95-421-00-05). Second week after Easter.

				Moros y Cristianos (Moors and Christians), Alcoy, near Alicante. During 3 days every April, the centuries-old battle between the Moors and the Christians is restaged with soldiers in period costumes. Naturally, the Christians who drove the Moors from Spain always win. The simulated fighting takes on almost a circuslike flair, and the costumes worn by the Moors are always absurd and anachronistic. Call [image: btel] 96-514-34-52 or visit www.alicantecongresos.com for more information. Late April.

				May

				Feria del Caballo, Jerez de la Frontera. The major wine festival in Andalusia honors the famous sherry of Jerez, with 5 days of processions, flamenco dancing, livestock on parade, and, of course, sherry drinking. For information, call [image: btel] 95-633-11-50. Mid-May.

				Festival de los Patios, Córdoba. At this famous fair, residents decorate their patios with cascades of flowers. Visitors wander from patio to patio. Call [image: btel] 95-749-16-77 for more information. First 2 weeks of May.

				Fiesta de San Isidro, Madrid. Madrileños run wild with a 10-day celebration honoring their city’s patron saint. Food fairs, Castilian folkloric events, street parades, parties, music, dances, bullfights, and other festivities mark the occasion. Make hotel reservations early. Expect crowds and traffic (and beware of pickpockets). For information, write to Oficina Municipal de Información y Turismo, Plaza Mayor 3, 28014 Madrid; or call [image: btel] 91-366-54-77. May 15.

				Romería del Rocío (Pilgrimage of the Virgin of the Dew), El Rocío (Huelva). The most famous pilgrimage in Andalusia attracts a million people. Fifty men carry the statue of the Virgin 15km (91⁄3 miles) to Almonte for consecration. Third week of May.

				June

				Corpus Christi, all over Spain. A major holiday on the Spanish calendar, this event is marked by big processions, especially in Toledo, Málaga, Seville, and Granada. June 2.

				Veranos de la Villa, Madrid. This program presents folkloric dancing, pop music, classical music, zarzuelas, and flamenco at venues throughout the city. Open-air cinema is a feature in the Parque del Retiro. Ask at the tourist office for complete details. (The program changes every summer.) Sometimes admission is charged, but often these events are free. Mid-June until the end of August.

				International Music and Dance Festival, Granada. Since 1952, Granada’s prestigious program of dance and music has attracted international artists who perform at the Alhambra and other venues. It’s a major event on Europe’s cultural calendar. Reserve well in advance. For a complete schedule and tickets, contact El Festival Internacional de Música y Danza de Granada ([image: btel] 95-822-18-44; www.granadafestival.org). Last week of June to first week of July.

				Las Hogueras de San Juan (St. John’s Bonfires), Alicante. Bonfires blaze through the night to honor the summer solstice, just as they did in Celtic and Roman times. The bonfire signals the launching of 5 days of gala celebrations with fireworks and parades. Business in Alicante comes to a standstill. Call [image: btel] 98-120-24-06 or go to www.hoguerassanjuan.com for more information. June 20 to June 24.

				Verbena de Sant Joan, Barcelona. This traditional festival occupies all Catalans. Barcelona literally lights up—with fireworks, bonfires, and dances until dawn. The highlight of the festival is the fireworks show at Montjuïc. Late June.

				July

				A Rapa das Bestas (The Capture of the Beasts), San Lorenzo de Sabucedo, Galicia. Spain’s greatest horse roundup attracts equestrian lovers from throughout Europe. Horses in the verdant hills of northwestern Spain are rounded up, branded, and medically checked before their release into the wild again. For more information, phone [image: btel] 98-154-63-51 or go to www.galinor.es. First weekend in July.

				Festival of St. James, Santiago de Compostela. Pomp and ceremony mark this annual pilgrimage to the tomb of St. James the Apostle in Galicia. Galician folklore shows, concerts, parades, and the swinging of the botafumeiro (a mammoth incense burner) mark the event. July 15 to July 30.

				Fiesta de San Fermín, Pamplona. Vividly described in Ernest Hemingway’s novel The Sun Also Rises, the running of the bulls through the streets of Pamplona is the most popular celebration in Spain. It includes wine tasting, fireworks, and, of course, bullfights. Reserve many months in advance. For more information, such as a list of accommodations, contact the Office of Tourism, Calle Eslava 1, 31002 Pamplona ([image: btel] 84-842-04-20; www.sanfermin.com). July 6 to July 14.

				San Sebastián Jazz Festival, San Sebastián. Celebrating its 45th year in 2010, this festival brings the jazz greats of the world together in the Kursaal. Other programs take place alfresco at the Plaza de Trinidad in the Old Quarter. The Office of the San Sebastián Jazz Festival ([image: btel] 94-348-19-00; www.heinekenjazzaldia.com) can provide schedules and tickets. Late July.

				August

				Santander International Festival of Music and Dance, Santander. The repertoire includes classical music, ballet, contemporary dance, chamber music, and recitals. Most performances are staged in the Palacio de Festivales, a centrally located auditorium custom-built for this event. For further information, contact Festival Internacional de Santander ([image: btel] 94-221-05-08; www.festivalsantander.com). Throughout August.

				Fiestas of Lavapiés and La Paloma, Madrid. These two fiestas begin with the Lavapiés on August 1 and continue through the hectic La Paloma celebration on August 15, the Day of the Virgen de la Paloma. During the fiestas, thousands of people race through the narrow streets. Apartment dwellers hurl buckets of cold water onto the crowds below to cool them off. There are children’s games, floats, music, flamenco, and zarzuelas, along with street fairs. For more information, call [image: btel] 91-366-54-77 or go to www.gospain.org. Two weeks in early August.

				Misteri d’Elx (Mystery of Elche). This sacred drama is reenacted in the 17th-century Basilica of Santa María in Elche (near Alicante). It represents the Assumption and the Crowning of the Virgin. For tickets, call the Office of Tourism in Elche ([image: btel] 96-741-11-00). August 11 to August 15.

				Feria de Málaga (Málaga Fair). One of the longest summer fairs in southern Europe (generally lasting 10 days), this celebration kicks off with fireworks displays and is highlighted by a parade of Arabian horses pulling brightly decorated carriages. Participants are dressed in colorful Andalusian garb. Plazas rattle with castanets, and wine is dispensed by the gallon. For information, call [image: btel] 95-289-78-65 or visit www.andalucia.com. Always the weekend before August 19.

				La Tomatina (Battle of the Tomatoes), Buñol (Valencia). This is one of the most photographed festivals in Spain, growing in popularity every year. Truckloads of tomatoes are shipped into Buñol, where they become vegetable missiles between warring towns and villages. Portable showers are brought in for the cleanup, followed by music for dancing and singing. For information, call [image: btel] 96-250-01-51. Last Wednesday in August.

				September

				Diada de Catalunya, Barcelona. This is the most significant festival in Catalonia. It celebrates the region’s autonomy from the rest of Spain, following years of repression under the dictator Franco. Demonstrations and other flag-waving events take place. The senyera, the flag of Catalonia, is everywhere. Not your typical tourist fare, but interesting. September 11.

				San Sebastián International Film Festival, San Sebastián. The premier film festival of Spain takes place in the Basque capital, often at several different theaters. Retrospectives are frequently featured, and weeklong screenings are held. For more information, call [image: btel] 94-348-12-12 or go to www.sansebastianfestival.com. Second week in September.

				Fiestas de la Merced, Barcelona. This celebration honors Nostra Senyora de la Merced, the city’s patron saint, known for her compassion for animals. Beginning after dark, and after a Mass in the Iglesia de la Merced, a procession of as many as 50 “animals” (humans dressed like tigers, lions, and horses) proceeds with lots of firecrackers and sparklers to the Cathedral of Santa Eulalia, and then on to Plaza de Sant Jaume, and eventually into Les Rambles, Plaza de Catalunya, and the harborfront. For more information, call [image: btel] 93-486-00-98 or go to www.bcn.es. Mid-September.

				October

				St. Teresa Week, Ávila. Verbenas (carnivals), parades, singing, and dancing honor the patron saint of this walled city. October 8 to October 15.

				Autumn Festival, Madrid. Spanish and international artists participate in this cultural program, with a series of operatic, ballet, dance, music, and theatrical performances from Strasbourg to Tokyo. This event is a premier attraction, yet tickets are reasonably priced. Make hotel reservations early. For tickets, contact Festival de Otoño, c/o Teatro de Madrid, Avenida de la Ilustración, 28013 Madrid ([image: btel] 91-720-81-83; www.madrid.org). Late October to late November.

				November

				All Saints’ Day, all over Spain. This public holiday is reverently celebrated, as relatives and friends lay flowers on the graves of the dead. November 1.

				December

				Día de los Santos Inocentes, all over Spain. This equivalent of April Fools’ Day gives people an excuse to do loco things. December 28.

				Responsible Travel

				Ecotourism took off in Spain in the ’90s and has been gaining in popularity ever since. Growing numbers of visitors are opting for organized ecotours or else incorporating environmental awareness into their vacations in Spain.

				Spain established its first national park in 1918. Today, 4% of the Spanish land mass is devoted to national parks, including Europe’s largest, Los Picos de Europa, which is in Asturias in northern Spain. Spain’s national parks—called parques nacionales—incorporate everything from wetlands to mountains.

				Ecotourism often takes the form of camping at one of the 1,000 sites in Spain, or within accommodations that include everything from basic government-rated one-star sites to more comfortable four-star settings. Some of the campsites even rent mobile homes or bungalows. Tourist offices throughout Spain will provide data directing you to Spain’s many official campgrounds, called parques de campismo. Vayacamping ([image: btel] 93-594-61-00; www.vayacamping.net) publishes guides and maintains a website, detailing camping possibilities throughout Spain.

				For a comprehensive list of Spain’s ecotours and vacations, check out Info Hub (www.infohub.com), the most comprehensive guide to out-of-the-ordinary and inspiring travel ideas in Spain. The layout of the site steers you toward the style of tour that appeals to you and then guides you to the specific website associated with the tour you want.

				Highlights include self-guided trekking through the Spanish Pyrenees, flights in hot-air balloons, cycling in northern Spain, cycling in Catalonia, and birding tours through swamps and wetlands.

				Ecoforest Education for Sustainability strives for minimal damage to the planet’s ecosystem. The group sets up communities where participants can live, learn, and visit in a healthy, sustainable way. All food comes from vegan-organic agriculture. Ecoforest defines its locations as “paradise gardens,” where volunteers can sustain themselves in ways that not only are eco-friendly, but will enhance the environment for generations to come. For additional details, contact Ecoforest Education for Sustainability, Apt. 29, Coin 29100, Málaga ([image: btel] 66-922-74-47; www.ecoforest.org).

				If you’d like to travel green in Spain, staying at environmentally sensitive hotels, seek out recommendations from It’s a Green Green World (www.itsagreengreenworld.com). Its site previews green hotels across Spain, from a finca (farmhouse hotel) on the island of Majorca to a small country posada surrounded by its own 8-hectare (20-acre) organic farm in Asturias, in northwestern Spain.

				Among international chains that have taken the lead in ecotourism in Spain is InterContinental Hotels and Resorts. It encourages its member hotels to choose methods of operation that will be the least damaging to the environment. They refer to their policies on this as the “reduce, reuse, or recycle” principal.

				Travelers can make a difference in the conservation of Spain’s natural habitats by learning about environmentally responsible tourism before they go. For information on the subject, contact one of the following organizations: Conservation International, 2011 Crystal Dr., Ste. 500, Arlington, VA 22202 ([image: btel] 800/429-5660 or 703/341-2400; www.conservation.org); The International Ecotourism Society, 1333 H St. NW, Ste. 300E, Washington, DC 20005 ([image: btel] 202/506-5033; www.ecotourism.org); or the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 39 Quai André Citroën, Paris 75739, in France ([image: btel] 33-1-44-37-14-50; www.uneptie.org). If you have time to contact only one of these organizations, make it the International Ecotourism Society, the world’s oldest and largest ecotourism organization.

				An admirable organization for the eco-tourist is Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics, P.O. Box 997, Boulder CO 80306 (www.lnt.org). It has drawn up a code for outdoor travelers who want to protect the wilderness for future generations, with the aim to reduce one’s impact on the environment.

				For a list of even more sustainable resources, as well as tips and explanations on how to travel greener, visit www.frommers.com/planning.

				Tours

				Spain is one of the best destinations in Europe for enjoying the outdoors. Lounging on the beach leads the list of activities for most travelers, but there’s a lot more to do. Spain’s mountains lure thousands of mountaineers and hikers, and fishing and hunting are long-standing Iberian obsessions. The Pyrenees of Catalonia and Aragón, plus the Guadarramas outside Madrid, attract devoted skiers in the winter. Watersports ranging from sailing to windsurfing are prime summer attractions.

				In addition to sports and adventures, we detail some of the best educational and cultural programs below.

				Note: The information is presented only as a preview, which you’ll want to follow with your own investigation tailored to your own interests.

				Academic Trips & Language Classes

				The intensive language courses at Spanish Abroad are designed to enable you to speak Spanish as soon as possible. Native Spanish teachers with university degrees are the teachers. For more information about these programs, contact Spanish Abroad, 5112 N. 40th St., Ste. 103, Phoenix, AZ 85018 ([image: btel] 888/722-7623 or 602/778-6791; www.spanishabroad.com).

				Operating in such cities as Granada, Madrid, Barcelona, and Seville, Enforex, Alberto Aguilera 26, 28015 Madrid ([image: btel] 91-594-37-76; www.enforex.com), offers 20 Spanish-language programs. Sessions last from 1 week to as long as a full year.

				With branches in such easterly cities as Barcelona and Valencia, Eurocentres is one of the best language schools in Spain, suitable for beginning or advanced students. The most up-to-date computer learning programs and the best video and audio equipment are used. For additional information, contact them at 56 Eccleston Sq., London SW1V 1PH ([image: btel] 020/7963-8450; www.eurocentres.com).

				Adventure & Wellness Trips

				The best name in adventure travel in Spain is GoAbroad, which is the source for international education and alternative travel databases. This is the site for learning about special offerings in Spain. It also provides websites so you can make contacts on your own. Programs include home stays (you’re lodged with a typical family in, say, Madrid or Granada). Or else you might study Spanish within the context of a hiking pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, the most beautiful and historic city in northwestern Spain. For more details, contact GoAbroad at 7800 Point Meadows Dr., Ste. 218, Jacksonville, FL 32256 ([image: btel] 720/570-1702; www.goabroad.com).

				Art Tours

				Custom tours of Spain that focus on art and architecture can be arranged, especially by Heritage Tours ([image: btel] 800/378-4555 or 212/206-8400; http://htprivatetravel.com). Founded by architect Joel Zack, these tours can be customized and often include guided trips through such art cities as Madrid, Toledo, Granada, Barcelona, and Bilbao. Without airfares, trips begin at around $4,000 for a 10-day jaunt.

				Featuring groups ranging in size from 15 to 25 participants, ACE Study Tours ([image: btel] 01223/835055; www.acestudytours.co.uk) in Cambridge, England, offers tours led by an art historian to such cities as Barcelona and Bilbao, and to such highlights of Andalusia as Córdoba, Seville, and Granada. Eight-day trips start at $2,500 and include double occupancy in a hotel, round-trip airfare from London, plus breakfast and dinner daily.

				Biking Tours

				The leading U.S.-based outfitter is Easy Rider Tours, P.O. Box 228, Newburyport, MA 01950 ([image: btel] 800/488-8332 or 978/463-6955; www.easyridertours.com). Their tours average between 48km and 81km (30–50 miles) a day; the most appealing tour follows the route trod by medieval pilgrims on their way to Santiago. The bike tours offered by Backroads, 801 Cedar St., Berkeley, CA 94710 ([image: btel] 800/462-2848 or 510/527-1555; www.backroads.com), take you through the verdant countryside of Galicia and into Portugal’s Minho region. One company that specializes in bike tours of Camino de Santiago is Saranjan Tours, P.O. Box 292, Kirkland, WA 98083 ([image: btel] 800/858-9594; www.saranjan.com).

				Bravo Bike, c/o Montera 25–27, E-28013, Madrid ([image: btel] 91-758-29-45; www.bravobike.com), is a travel agency featuring organized cycling tours around Madrid. They have branched out to include other parts of Spain as well, notably the route between Salamanca to Santiago de Compostela, and the route of the conquerors in Extremadura. One of the most intriguing bike tours is the ruta de vino (the wine route) in La Rioja country.

				In England, the Cyclists’ Touring Club, Parklands, Railton Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 9JX ([image: btel] 0844/736-8450; www.ctc.org.uk), charges 36€ a year for membership; part of the fee covers information and suggested cycling routes through Spain and dozens of other countries.

				Escorted General-Interest Tours

				Escorted tours are structured group tours, with a group leader. The price usually includes everything from airfare to hotels, meals, tours, admission costs, and local transportation.

				There are many escorted tour companies to choose from, each offering transportation to and within Spain, prearranged hotel space, and such extras as bilingual tour guides and lectures. Many of these tours to Spain include excursions to Morocco or Portugal.

				Although escorted tours require big deposits and predetermine hotels, restaurants, and itineraries, many people derive security and peace of mind from the structure they offer. Escorted tours—whether they’re navigated by bus, motorcoach, train, or boat—let travelers sit back and enjoy the trip without having to drive or worry about details. They take you to the maximum number of sights in the minimum amount of time with the least amount of hassle. They’re particularly convenient for people with limited mobility, and they can be a great way to make new friends.

				On the downside, you’ll have little opportunity for serendipitous interactions with locals. The tours can be jampacked with activities, leaving little room for individual sightseeing, whim, or adventure—plus they often focus on the heavily touristed sites, so you miss out on many a lesser-known gem.

				Some of the most expensive and luxurious tours are run by Abercrombie & Kent International ([image: btel] 800/554-7016; www.abercrombiekent.com), including deluxe 9- to 12-day tours of the Iberian Peninsula by train. Guests stay in fine hotels, ranging from a late medieval palace to the exquisite Alfonso XIII in Seville.

				American Express Vacations ([image: btel] 800/297-2977; www.americanexpress.com) is one of the biggest tour operators in the world. Its offerings are comprehensive, and unescorted customized package tours are available, too.

				Trafalgar Tours ([image: btel] 800/854-0103; www.trafalgartours.com) offers a number of tours of Spain. One of the most popular offerings is a 16-day trip called “The Best of Spain.”

				Alternative Travel Group Ltd. ([image: btel] 01865/315-678; www.atg-oxford.co.uk) is a British firm that organizes walking and cycling vacations, plus wine tours in Spain, Italy, and France. Tours explore the scenic countryside and medieval towns of each country.

				Petrabax Tours ([image: btel] 800/634-1188; www.petrabax.com) attracts those who prefer to see Spain by bus, although fly/drive packages are also offered, featuring stays in paradores. A number of city packages are available as well, plus an 8-day trip that tries to capture the essence of Spain, with stops ranging from Madrid to Granada.

				Isramworld ([image: btel] 800/223-7460; www.isram.com) sells both escorted and package tours to Spain. It can book you on bus tours as well as land and air packages. Its grandest offering is “Spanish Splendor,” with a private driver and guides. Naturally, this upmarket outfitter uses only Spain’s finest hotels.

				Food & Wine Trips

				Spain Taste offers the best food and wine tours of Spain, 5-day jaunts for groups with as few as two participants or as many as six. These tours are designed for serious gastronomes. The tours take place in Catalonia, north of Barcelona, and include dinners at Michelin-starred restaurants, wine tastings, and cooking lessons with famous chefs. Tours are conducted from March to June and from September to October. For more information, contact Spain Taste, Can Valls de Moagueroles, Fogars de Montclus, 08740 Barcelona ([image: btel] 93-847-51-15; www.spaintaste.com).

				Established in 2002, Catacurian offers 3- to 6-day cooking vacations that include classes in Catalan cuisine. Programs also feature olive-picking sessions and 1-day market visits and cooking classes within Barcelona itself. Catacurian is located in a stone house in a small village, El Masroig, in the Priorat region of Catalonia. For more information, contact Catacurian at 1717 5th St. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33704 ([image: btel] 866/538-3519; www.catacurian.com).

				Golf Tours

				In recent decades, thousands of British retirees have settled in Spain, and their presence has sparked the development of dozens of new golf courses. Although the Costa Blanca has become an increasingly popular setting for golf, more than a third of the country’s approximately 160 courses lie within its southern tier, a short drive from the Costa del Sol.

				Packages that include guaranteed playing time on some of the country’s finest courses, as well as airfare and lodging, can be arranged through such firms as Golf International ([image: btel] 800/833-1389 or 212/986-9176; www.golfinternational.com) and Comtours ([image: btel] 800/248-1331; www.comtours.com).

				What are the two most talked-about golf courses in Spain? The well-established Valderrama on the Costa del Sol, a Robert Trent Jones, Sr.–designed course carved out of an oak plantation in the 1980s; and Hyatt’s La Manga Club, 30385 Los Belones, Cartagena, Murcia ([image: btel] 96-817-50-00; www.golf.lamangaclub.com). It’s the site of three golf courses, one of which was recently remodeled by Arnold Palmer. The Ryder Cup, between Spain and the United States, was held in 1997 at Valderrama, Avenida Los Cortijos, 11310 Sotogrande ([image: btel] 95-679-12-00; www.valderrama.com), on the western tip of the Costa del Sol, near Gibraltar.

				Hiking & Walking Tours

				If you’re drawn to the idea of combining hiking with stopovers at local inns, contact Winetrails, Greenways, Vann Lake, Ockley, Dorking RH5 5NT, U.K. ([image: btel] 01306/712-111; www.winetrails.co.uk). This U.K.-based company conducts 10-day treks through northern Spain’s wine districts.

				To venture into the more rugged countryside of Catalonia, Andalusia’s valley of the Guadalquivir, or the arid and beautiful Extremaduran plains, contact Ramblers Holidays, Lemsford Mill, Welwyn Garden AL8 7TR, U.K. ([image: btel] 01707/331-133; www.ramblersholidays.co.uk).

				Horseback-Riding Tours

				You can take a tour that winds across France and Galicia on your way to the medieval religious shrine at Santiago de Compostela in northwest Spain. Lodging, the use of a horse, and all necessary equipment are included in the price. For information and reservations, contact Camino a Caballo, Calle Urzáiz 91 no. 5–A, Vigo, Spain ([image: btel] 98-642-59-37; www.caminoacaballo.com).

				A well-known equestrian center that conducts tours of the Alpujarras highlands is Cabalgar, Rutas Alternativas, Bubión, Granada ([image: btel] 95-876-31-35; www.ridingandalucia.com). The farm is best known for its weekend treks through the scrub-covered hills of southern and central Spain, although longer tours are available.

				Sailing Tours

				Alventus, an agency based in Seville, offers weeklong cruises along the coast of Andalusia and the Algarve. Its three-masted, 13m (43-ft.) sailing yacht departs from the Andalusian port of Huelva. For reservations and information, contact Alventus at Calle Huelva 6, 41004 Sevilla ([image: btel] 95-421-00-62; www.alventus.com).

				In northern Spain, consider a journey with Voyages Jules Verne, 21 Dorset Sq., London NW1 6QG, U.K. ([image: btel] 020/7616-1000; www.vjv.co.uk). Its guided vacations take in Galicia and its Portuguese neighbors Trás-os-Montes and the Minho district, as well as Porto, the second-largest city in Portugal. The trips end with a boat ride up the Douro River back into Spain.

				Volunteer & Working Trips

				If volunteer work, combined with a vacation experience, is what you’re looking for, the best contact is Plataforma del Voluntariado de España, Calle Fuentes 10, 28013 Madrid ([image: btel] 90-212-05-12; www.plataformavoluntariado.org). This group compiles a listing, and keeps it up-to-date, of all the volunteer programs in Spain, giving you a link to the group that most closely reflects your interests.

			

		

	
		

			
				Planning Your Trip to Spain

				Getting to Spain is relatively easy, especially for those who live in Western Europe or on the East Coast of the United States. If all your documents are in order, you should clear Customs and Immigration smoothly. The staffs of entry ports into Spain often speak English, and they’ll usually speed you on your way. In this chapter, you’ll find everything you need to plan your trip, from tips on hotels to health care and emergency information.

				Getting There 

				By Plane

				From North America Flights from the U.S. East Coast to Spain take 6 to 7 hours. Spain’s national carrier, Iberia Airlines ([image: btel] 800/772-4642; www.iberia.com), has more routes into and within Spain than any other airline. It offers daily nonstop service to Madrid from New York, Chicago, and Miami. Also available are attractive rates on fly/drive packages within the Iberian Peninsula; they can substantially reduce the cost of both the air ticket and the car rental.

				Iberia’s main Spain-based competitor is Air Europa ([image: btel] 011-34-902-401-501; www.aireuropa.com), which offers nonstop service from Newark (New Jersey) to Madrid, with continuing service to major cities within Spain. Fares are usually lower than Iberia’s.

				American Airlines ([image: btel] 800/433-7300; www.aa.com) offers daily nonstop service to Madrid from its massive hub in Miami.

				Delta ([image: btel] 800/221-1212; www.delta.com) runs daily nonstop service from Atlanta (its worldwide hub) and New York (JFK) to both Madrid and Barcelona. Delta’s Dream Vacation department offers independent fly/drive packages, land packages, and escorted bus tours.

				Continental Airlines ([image: btel] 800/231-0856; www.continental.com) offers daily nonstop flights, depending on the season, to Madrid from Newark.

				AmericaWest/US Airways ([image: btel] 800/622-1015; www.usairways.com) offers daily nonstop service between Philadelphia and Madrid. The carrier also has connecting flights to Philadelphia from more than 50 cities throughout the United States, Canada, and the Bahamas.

				From the U.K. British Airways ([image: btel] 0844/493-0787, or 800/247-9297 in the U.S.; www.britishairways.com) and Iberia ([image: btel] 0870/609-0500 in London; www.iberia.com) are the two major carriers flying between England and Spain. More than a dozen daily flights, on either British Airways or Iberia, depart from London’s Heathrow and Gatwick airports. The Midlands is served by flights from Manchester and Birmingham, two major airports that can also be used by Scottish travelers flying to Spain. There are about seven flights a day from London to Madrid and back, and at least six to Barcelona (trip time: 2–21⁄2 hr.). From either the Madrid airport or the Barcelona airport, you can tap into Iberia’s domestic network—flying, for example, to Seville or the Costa del Sol. The best air deals on scheduled flights from England are those requiring a Saturday-night stopover.

				British newspapers are filled with classified advertisements touting “slashed” fares to Spain. London’s Evening Standard has a daily travel section, and the Sunday editions of most papers are filled with charter deals. A travel agent can advise you on the best values at the intended time of your departure.

				Charter flights to specific destinations leave from most British regional airports (for example, to Málaga), bypassing the congestion at the Barcelona and Madrid airports. Figure on saving approximately 10% to 15% on regularly scheduled flight tickets. But check carefully into the restrictions and terms; read the fine print, especially in regard to cancellation penalties. One recommended company is Trailfinders ([image: btel] 0845/058-5858 in London; www.trailfinders.com), which operates charters.

				In London, the many bucket shops around Victoria Station and Earl’s Court offer cheap fares. Make sure the company you deal with is a member of IATA, ABTA, or ATOL. These umbrella organizations will help you if anything goes wrong.

				CEEFAX, the British television information service, runs details of package holidays and flights to Europe and beyond. Switch to your CEEFAX channel and you’ll find travel information.

				From Australia From Australia, a number of options are available for your flight to Spain. The most popular is Qantas/British Airways ([image: btel] 612/13-13-13; www.qantas.com.au), which flies daily via Asia and London. Other popular and cheaper options are Qantas/Lufthansa via Asia and Frankfurt; Qantas/Air France via Asia and Paris; and Alitalia via Bangkok and Rome. The most direct option is offered by Singapore Airlines, with just one stop in Singapore. Alternatively, there are flights on Thai Airways via Bangkok and Rome, but the connections are not always good.

				By Car

				If you’re touring the rest of Europe in a rented car, you might, for an added cost, be allowed to drop off your vehicle in a major city such as Madrid or Barcelona.

				Highway approaches to Spain are across France on expressways. The most popular border crossing is near Biarritz, but there are 17 other border stations between Spain and France. If you plan to visit the north or west of Spain (Galicia), the Hendaye-Irún border is the most convenient frontier crossing. If you’re going to Barcelona or Catalonia and along the Levante coast (Valencia), take the expressway in France to Toulouse, then the A-61 to Narbonne, and then the A-9 toward the border crossing at La Junquera. You can also take the RN-20, with a border station at Puigcerdà.

				If you’re driving from Britain, make sure you have a cross-Channel reservation, as traffic tends to be very heavy, especially in summer.

				The major ferry crossings connect Dover and Folkestone with Dunkirk. Newhaven is connected with Dieppe, and the British city of Portsmouth with Roscoff. Taking a car on the ferry from Dover to Calais on P & O Ferries ([image: btel] 0871/664-5645; www.poferries.com) costs £25 to £80 and takes 11⁄4 hours. This cost includes the car and two passengers.

				You can take the Chunnel, the underwater Channel Tunnel linking Britain (Folkestone) and France (Calais) by road and rail. Eurostar tickets, for train service between London and Paris or Brussels, are available through Rail Europe ([image: btel] 877/272-RAIL [272-7245]; www.raileurope.com or www.eurostar.com for information). In London, make reservations for Eurostar at [image: btel] 0870/518-6186. The tunnel also accommodates passenger cars, charter buses, taxis, and motorcycles, transporting them under the English Channel from Folkestone, England, to Calais, France. It operates 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, running every 15 minutes during peak travel times, and at least once an hour at night. Tickets may be purchased at the tollbooth at the tunnel’s entrance. With “Eurotunnel,” gone are the days of weather-related delays, seasickness, and advance reservations.

				Once you land, you’ll have about a 15-hour drive to Spain.

				If you plan to transport a rental car between England and France, check in advance with the rental company about license and insurance requirements and additional drop-off charges. And be aware that many car-rental companies, for insurance reasons, forbid transport of one of their vehicles over the water between England and France.

				By Train

				If you’re already in Europe, you might want to go to Spain by train, especially if you have a Eurailpass. Even without a pass, you’ll find that the cost of a train ticket is relatively moderate. Rail passengers who visit from Britain or France should make couchette and sleeper reservations as far in advance as possible, especially during the peak summer season.

				Since Spain’s rail tracks are of a wider gauge than those used for French trains (except for the TALGO and Trans-Europe-Express trains), you’ll probably have to change trains at the border unless you’re on an express train (see below). For long journeys on Spanish rails, seat and sleeper reservations are mandatory. For more information call [image: btel] 91-631-38-00, or visit www.talgo.com.

				The most comfortable and the fastest trains in Spain are the TER, TALGO, and Electrotren. However, you pay a supplement to ride on these fast trains. Both first- and second-class fares are sold on Spanish trains. Tickets can be purchased in the United States or Canada at the nearest office of Rail Europe or from any reputable travel agent. Confirmation of your reservation takes about a week.

				If you want your car carried aboard the train, you must travel Auto-Expreso in Spain. This type of auto transport can be booked only through travel agents or rail offices once you arrive in Europe.

				To go from London to Spain by rail, you’ll need to transfer not only from the train but also from the rail terminus in Paris. In Paris it’s worth the extra bucks to purchase a TALGO express or a “Puerta del Sol” express—that way, you can avoid having to change trains once again at the Spanish border. Trip time from London to Paris is about 6 hours; from Paris to Madrid, about 15 hours, which includes 2 hours spent in Paris just changing trains and stations. Many different rail passes are available in the United Kingdom for travel in Europe.

				By Bus

				Bus travel to Spain is possible but not popular—it’s quite slow. (Service from London will take 24 hr. or more.) But coach services do operate regularly from major capitals of Western Europe and, once they’re in Spain, usually head for Madrid or Barcelona. The major bus line running from London to Spain is Eurolines Limited, 52 Grosvenor Gardens, London SW1W 0AU, U.K. ([image: btel] 0871/781-8181; www.nationalexpress.com).

				Getting Around 

				By Plane

				By European standards, domestic flights within Spain are relatively inexpensive, and considering the vast distances within the country, flying between distant points sometimes makes sense. For reservations on the national airline, Iberia, call [image: btel] 800/772-4642, or visit www.iberia.com.

				If you plan to travel to a number of cities and regions, Iberia’s “Visit Spain” Air Pass can be a good deal. Sold only in conjunction with a transatlantic ticket and valid for any airport within Spain and the Canary or Balearic Islands, it requires that you choose up to four different cities in advance, in the order you’ll visit them. Restrictions forbid flying immediately back to the city of departure, instead encouraging far-flung visits to widely scattered regions of the peninsula. Only one change within the preset itinerary is permitted once the ticket is issued. The dates and departure times of the actual flights, however, can be determined or changed without penalty once you arrive in Spain. The actual costs depend on what kind of ticket you are issued—consult the folks at Iberia if you’re interested in a multistopover ticket and see what the best deal is at the time of your visit. Children 1 and under travel for 10% of the adult fare, and children 2 to 11 travel for 50% of the adult fare. The ticket is valid for up to 60 days after your initial transatlantic arrival in Spain.

				By Car

				A car offers the greatest flexibility while you’re touring, even if you’re just doing day trips from Madrid. But don’t plan to drive in Madrid or Barcelona for city sightseeing; they are both too congested. Theoretically, rush hour is Monday to Saturday from 8 to 10am, 1 to 2pm, and 4 to 6pm. In reality, though, it’s all the time.

				Rentals Many of North America’s biggest car-rental companies, including Avis, Budget, and Hertz, maintain offices throughout Spain. Although several Spanish car-rental companies exist, we’ve received lots of letters from readers of previous editions telling us they’ve had hard times resolving billing irregularities and insurance claims, so you might want to stick with the U.S.-based rental firms.

				Note that tax on car rentals is a whopping 15%, so don’t forget to factor that into your travel budget. Usually, prepaid rates do not include taxes, which will be collected at the rental kiosk itself. Be sure to ask explicitly what’s included when you’re quoted a rate.

				Avis ([image: btel] 800/331-1084; www.avis.com) maintains about 100 branches throughout Spain, including about a dozen in Madrid, eight in Barcelona, a half-dozen in Seville, and four in Murcia. If you reserve and pay for your rental by telephone at least 2 weeks before your departure from North America, you’ll qualify for the company’s best rate, with unlimited kilometers included. You can usually get competitive rates from Hertz ([image: btel] 800/654-3001; www.hertz.com) and Budget ([image: btel] 800/472-3325; www.budget.com); it always pays to comparison shop. Budget doesn’t have a drop-off charge if you pick up a car in one Spanish city and return it to another. All three companies require that drivers be at least 21 years of age and, in some cases, not older than 72. To be able to rent a car, you must have a passport and a valid driver’s license; you must also have a valid credit card or a prepaid voucher. An international driver’s license is not essential, but you might want to present it if you have one; it’s available from any North American office of the American Automobile Association (AAA).

				Two other agencies of note include Kemwel Drive Europe ([image: btel] 877/820-0668; www.kemwel.com) and Auto Europe ([image: btel] 888/223-5555; www.autoeurope.com).

				Internet resources can make comparison shopping easier. Expedia (www.expedia.com) and Travelocity (www.travelocity.com) help you compare prices and locate car-rental bargains from various companies nationwide. They will even make your reservation for you once you’ve found the best deal.

				Driving Rules Spaniards drive on the right side of the road. Drivers should pass on the left; local drivers sound their horns when passing another car and flash their lights at you if you’re driving slowly (slowly for high-speed Spain) in the left lane. Autos coming from the right have the right of way.

				Spain’s express highways are known as autopistas, which charge a toll, and autovías, which don’t. To exit in Spain, follow the salida (exit) sign, except in Catalonia, where the exit sign says sortida. On most express highways, the speed limit is 120kmph (75 mph). On other roads, speed limits range from 90kmph to 100kmph (56–62 mph). You will see many drivers far exceeding these limits.

				The most accidents in Spain are recorded along the notorious Costa del Sol highway, Carretera de Cádiz.

				If you must drive through a Spanish city, try to avoid morning and evening rush hours. Never park your car facing oncoming traffic, which is against the law. If you are fined by the highway patrol (Guardia Civil de Tráfico), you must pay on the spot. Penalties for drinking and driving are very stiff.

				Breakdowns If you’re driving a Spanish-made vehicle that needs parts, you’ll probably be able to find them. But if you are driving a foreign-made vehicle, you may be stranded. Have the car checked before setting out on a long trek through Spain. On a major motorway you’ll find strategically placed emergency phone boxes. On secondary roads, call for help by asking the operator to locate the nearest Guardia Civil, which will put you in touch with a garage that can tow you to a repair shop.

				The Spanish affiliate of AAA, Real Automóvil Club de España (RACE; [image: btel] 90-240-45-45; www.race.es), can provide limited assistance in the event of a breakdown.

				Gasoline (Petrol) Service stations abound on the major arteries of Spain and in such big cities as Madrid and Barcelona. They are open 24 hours a day. On secondary roads, most stations open at 7am daily, closing at 11pm or midnight, so plan accordingly. In today’s Spain, stations are generally self-service. Prices are the same as at a full-service station. Newer models of automobiles take unleaded gas called gasolina sin plomo. The price of gasoline in Spain, especially in these uncertain times, varies from week to week, but always expect it to be expensive, far more so than in the States. Most stations will accept credit cards.

				Maps For one of the best overviews of the Iberian Peninsula (Spain and Portugal), get Michelin map no. 990 (folded version) or map no. 460 (spiral-bound version). For more detailed looks at Spain, Michelin has a series of six maps (nos. 441–446) showing specific regions, complete with many minor roads.

				For extensive touring, purchase Mapas de Carreteras—España y Portugal, published by Almax Editores and available at most leading bookstores in Spain. This cartographic compendium of Spain provides an overview of the country and includes road and street maps of some of its major cities.

				The American Automobile Association (www.aaa.com) publishes a regional map of Spain that’s available free to members at most AAA offices in the United States. As mentioned above, the AAA is associated with the Real Automóvil Club de España (RACE; [image: btel] 90-240-45-45; www.race.es). This organization can supply helpful information about road conditions in Spain, including tourist and travel advice. It will also provide limited road service, in an emergency, if your car breaks down.

				By Train

				Spain is crisscrossed with a comprehensive network of rail lines. Hundreds of trains depart every day for points around the country, including the fast TALGO and the newer, faster AVE trains, which reduced rail time between Madrid and Seville to only 21⁄2 hours.

				If you plan to travel a great deal on the European railroads, it’s worth buying a copy of the Thomas Cook Timetable of European Passenger Railroads. It’s available exclusively online at www.thomascookpublishing.com.

				The most economical way to travel in Spain is on Spanish State Railways (RENFE), the national railway of Spain. Most main long-distance connections are served with night express trains having first- and second-class seats as well as beds and bunks. There are also comfortable high-speed daytime trains of the TALGO, TER, and Electrotren types. You pay a general fare for these trains; bunks, beds, and certain superior-quality trains cost extra. Nevertheless, the Spanish railway is one of the most economical in Europe; in most cases, this is the best way to go.

				Spanish Rail Passes RENFE, the national railway of Spain, offers several discounted rail passes. You must buy these passes in the United States prior to your departure. For more information, consult a travel agent or Rail Europe ([image: btel] 877/272-RAIL [272-7245]; www.raileurope.com).

				The Eurail Spain Pass entitles you to unlimited rail travel in Spain. It is available for 3 to 10 days of travel within 2 months in both first and second class. For 3 days within 2 months, the cost is 197€ in first class or 157€ in second class; for 10 days within 2 months, the charge is 401€ in first class or 321€ in second class. Children 4 to 11 pay half-fare on any of these discount passes.

				The Eurail Spain-Portugal Pass, good for both Spain and Portugal, offers 3 to 10 days of unlimited first-class train travel in a 2-month period. Prices start at 226€ for 3 days. Eurail Spain ’n Portugal Saverpass, again including both Spain and Portugal, offers any 3 to 10 days unlimited, first-class train travel in a 2-month period starting at 192€ for 3 days.

				The Eurail France-Spain Pass, good for both Spain and France, offers 4 to 10 days of unlimited train travel in a 2-month period. First-class prices start at 267€, while second-class rates are 228€.

				Eurailpass The Eurailpass permits unlimited first-class rail travel in any country in western Europe except the British Isles (good in Ireland). Passes are available for purchase online (www.eurail.com) and at various offices/agents around the world. Travel agents and railway agents in such cities as New York, Montreal, and Los Angeles sell Eurailpasses. You can purchase them at the North American offices of CIT Travel Service, the French National Railroads, the German Federal Railroads, and the Swiss Federal Railways. It is strongly recommended that you purchase passes before you leave home as not all passes are available in Europe; also, passes purchased in Europe will cost about 20% more. 

				The Eurail Global Pass allows you unlimited travel in 21 Eurail-affiliated countries. You can travel on any of the days within the validity period, which is available for 15 days, 21 days, 1 month, 2 months, 3 months, and some other possibilities as well. Prices for first-class adult travel are 792€ for 15 days, 662€ for 21 days, 822€ for 1 month, 1,161€ for 2 months, and 1,432€ for 3 months. Children 4 to 11 pay half-fare; those 3 and under travel for free.

				A Eurail Global Pass Saver, also valid for first-class travel in 21 countries, offers a special deal for two or more people traveling together. This pass costs 675€ for 15 days, 562€ for 21 days, 698€ for 1 month, 986€ for 2 months, and 1,221€ for 3 months.

				A Eurail Global Youth Pass, for those 12 to 25, allows second-class travel in 18 countries. This pass costs 332€ for 15 days, 429€ for 21 days, 535€ for 1 month, 755€ for 2 months, and 933€ for 3 months.

				The Eurail Select Pass offers unlimited travel on the national rail networks of any 3, 4, or 5 bordering countries out of the 22 Eurail nations linked by train or ship. Two or more passengers can travel together for big discounts, getting 5, 6, 8, 10, or 15 days of rail travel within any 2-month period on the national rail networks of any three, four, or five adjoining Eurail countries linked by train or ship. A sample fare: For 5 days in 2 months you pay 211€ for three countries. Eurail Select Pass Youth, for travelers 25 and under, allows second-class travel within the same guidelines as Eurail Select Pass, with fees starting at 211€ for 5 days, 234€ for 6 days, 275€ for 8 days, and 318€ for 10 days. Eurail Select Pass Saver offers discounts for two or more people traveling together, first-class travel within the same guidelines as Eurail Selectpass, with fees starting at 275€.

				Where to Buy Rail Passes Travel agents in all towns and railway agents in major North American cities sell all these tickets, but the biggest supplier is Rail Europe ([image: btel] 877/272-RAIL [272-7245]; www.raileurope.com), which can also give you informational brochures.

				Many different rail passes are available in the United Kingdom for travel in Britain and continental Europe. Stop in at the International Rail Centre, Victoria Station, London SWIV 1JY ([image: btel] 0870/5848-848 in the U.K.). Some of the most popular passes, including Inter-Rail and Euro Youth, are offered only to travelers ages 25 and under; these allow unlimited second-class travel through most European countries.

				By Bus

				Bus service in Spain is extensive, low priced, and comfortable enough for short distances. You’ll rarely encounter a bus terminal in Spain. The station might be a cafe, a bar, the street in front of a hotel, or simply a spot at an intersection.

				A bus may be the cheapest mode of transportation, but it’s not really the best option for distances of more than 160km (100 miles). On long hauls, buses are often uncomfortable. Another major drawback might be a lack of toilet facilities, although rest stops are frequent. A bus is best for 1-day excursions outside a major tourist center such as Madrid. In the rural areas of the country, bus networks are more extensive than the railway system; they go virtually everywhere, connecting every village. In general, a bus ride between two major cities in Spain, such as from Córdoba to Seville or Madrid to Barcelona, is about two-thirds the price of a train ride and a few hours faster. (This doesn’t include high-speed AVE trains.)

				Tips on Accommodations

				From castles converted into hotels to modern high-rise resorts overlooking the Mediterranean, Spain has some of the most varied hotel accommodations in the world—with equally varied price ranges. Accommodations are broadly classified as follows:

				One- to Five-Star Hotels The Spanish government rates hotels by according them stars. A five-star hotel is truly deluxe, with deluxe prices; a one-star hotel consists of the most modest accommodations officially recognized as a hotel by the government. A four-star hotel offers first-class lodging; a three-star hotel is moderately priced; and a one- or two-star hotel is inexpensively priced. The government grants stars based on such amenities as elevators, private bathrooms, and air-conditioning. If a hotel is classified as a residencia, it means that it serves breakfast (usually) but no other meals.

				Hostales Not to be confused with a hostel for students, a hostal is a modest hotel without services, where you can save money by carrying your own bags and the like. You’ll know it’s a hostal if a small s follows the capital letter h on the blue plaque by the door. Hostales with three stars are about the equivalent of hotels with two stars.

				Pensions These boardinghouses are among the least expensive accommodations, but you’re required to take either full board (three meals) or half-board, which is breakfast plus lunch or dinner.

				Casas Huespedes & Fondas These are the cheapest places in Spain and can be recognized by the light-blue plaques at the door displaying ch and f, respectively. They are invariably basic but respectable establishments.

				Youth Hostels Spain has about 140 hostels (albergues de juventud). In theory, travelers age 25 or under have the first chance at securing a bed for the night, but these places are certainly not limited to young people. Some of them are equipped for persons with disabilities. Most hostels impose an 11pm curfew. For information, contact Red Española de Alberques Juveniles, Castello 24, 28001 Madrid ([image: btel] 91-522-70-07; www.reaj.com).

				Paradores The Spanish government runs a series of unique state-owned inns called paradores, which now blanket the country. Deserted castles, monasteries, palaces, and other buildings have been taken over and converted into hotels. Today there are 86 paradores in all, and they’re documented in a booklet called Visiting the Paradores, available at Spanish tourist offices.

				At great expense, modern bathrooms, steam heat, and the like have been added to these buildings, yet classic Spanish architecture, where it existed, has been retained. Establishments are often furnished with antiques or at least good reproductions and decorative objects typical of the country.

				Meals are also served in these government-owned inns. Usually, typical dishes of the region are featured. Paradores are likely to be overcrowded in the summer months, so advance reservations, arranged through any travel agent, are wise.

				The government also operates albergues: These are comparable to motels, lining the road in usually hotel-scarce areas for the convenience of passing motorists. A client is not allowed to stay in an albergue for more than 48 hours, and the management doesn’t accept reservations.

				In addition, the government runs refugios (refuges), mostly in remote areas, attracting hunters, fishers, and mountain climbers. Another state-sponsored establishment is the hostería, or specialty restaurant, such as the one at Alcalá de Henares, near Madrid. Hosterías don’t offer rooms; they serve regional dishes at reasonable prices.

				The central office for paradores is Paradores de España, Requeña 3, 28013 Madrid ([image: btel] 90-254-79-79; www.allspainaccommodation.com/paradores.htm). The U.S. representative is Marketing Ahead, 381 Park Ave. S., New York, NY 10016 ([image: btel] 800/223-1356 or 212/686-9213; www.marketingahead.com). Travel agents can also arrange reservations.

				Renting a House or an Apartment

				If you rent a home or an apartment, you can save money on accommodations and dining and still take daily trips to see the surrounding area.

				Apartments in Spain generally fall into two different categories: hotel apartamentos and residencia apartamentos. The hotel apartments have full facilities, with chamber service, equipped kitchenettes, and often restaurants and bars. The residencia apartments, also called apartamentos turísticos, are fully furnished with kitchenettes but lack the facilities of the hotel complexes. They are cheaper, however.

				One rental company to try is Hometours International ([image: btel] 865/690-8484 or 866/367-4668; www.budgettravel.com), which mainly handles properties in Andalusia. Call them and they’ll send you a 40-page color catalog with descriptions and pictures for $5 to cover postage and handling. Units are rented for a minimum of 7 days.

				Another agency is ILC (International Lodging Corporation; [image: btel] 888/SPAIN-44 [772-4644] or 212/228-5900; www.ilcweb.com), which rents privately owned apartments, houses, and villas for a week or more. It also offers access to suites in well-known hotels for stays of a week or longer, sometimes at bargain rates. Rental units, regardless of their size, usually contain a kitchen. The company’s listings cover accommodations in Madrid, Barcelona, Seville, Granada, and Majorca.

				[image: fastfacts] Spain

				American Express The American Express number to call in Spain is [image: btel] 90-210-09-56. A staff member will direct you to the nearest location to deal with your Amex needs.

				Area Codes Dial 011 and then the country code for Spain (34). Drop the zero before dialing the city area code.

				Business Hours Banks are open Monday to Friday 9:30am to 2pm and Saturday 9:30am to 1pm. Most offices are open Monday to Friday 9am to 5 or 5:30pm; the longtime practice of early closings in summer seems to be dying out. In restaurants, lunch is usually 1 to 4pm and dinner 9 to 11:30pm or midnight. There are no set rules for the opening of bars and taverns; many open at 8am, others at noon. Most stay open until 1:30am or later. Major stores are open Monday to Saturday from 9:30am to 8pm; smaller establishments, however, often take a siesta, doing business 9:30am to 1:30pm and 4:30 to 8pm. Hours can vary from store to store.

				Car Rental See “Getting Around,” earlier in this chapter.

				Cell Phones See “Mobile Phones,” later in this section.

				Crime See “Safety,” later in this section.

				Customs You can bring into Spain most personal effects and the following items duty-free: one portable typewriter, and one video camera or two still cameras with 10 rolls of film each; one portable radio, one tape recorder, and one laptop per person, provided they show signs of use; 400 cigarettes, or 50 cigars, or 250 grams of tobacco; and 2 liters of wine or 1 liter of liquor per person ages 18 and over. For sports equipment you are allowed fishing gear, one bicycle, skis, tennis or squash racquets, and golf clubs.

				Disabled Travelers Because of Spain’s many hills and endless flights of stairs, visitors with disabilities may have difficulty getting around the country, but conditions are slowly improving. Newer hotels are more sensitive to the needs of those with disabilities, and the more expensive restaurants, in general, are wheelchair accessible. However, because most places have limited, if any, facilities for people with disabilities, you might consider taking an organized tour specifically designed to accommodate travelers with disabilities.

					Organizations that offer a vast range of resources and assistance to travelers with disabilities include MossRehab ([image: btel] 800/CALL-MOSS [225-5667]; www.mossresourcenet.org); the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB; [image: btel] 800/232-5463; www.afb.org); and SATH (Society for Accessible Travel & Hospitality; [image: btel] 212/447-7284; www.sath.org). AirAmbulanceCard.com ([image: btel] 877/424-7633) is now partnered with SATH and allows you to preselect top-notch hospitals in case of an emergency.

					Access-Able Travel Source ([image: btel] www.access-able.com) offers a comprehensive database on travel agents from around the world with experience in accessible travel; destination-specific access information; and links to such resources as service animals, equipment rentals, and access guides.

					Many travel agencies offer customized tours and itineraries for travelers with disabilities. Among them are Flying Wheels Travel ([image: btel] 877/451-5006 or 507/451-5005; www.flyingwheelstravel.com) and Accessible Journeys ([image: btel] 800/846-4537 or 610/521-0339; www.disabilitytravel.com).

					Flying with Disability (www.flying-with-disability.org) is a comprehensive information source on airplane travel.

					Also check out the quarterly magazine Emerging Horizons (www.emerginghorizons.com), available by subscription.

					The “Accessible Travel” link at Mobility-Advisor.com (www.mobility-advisor.com) offers a variety of travel resources to persons with disabilities.

					British travelers should contact Tourism for All ([image: btel] 0845/124-9971 in the U.K. only; www.tourismforall.org.uk) to access a wide range of travel information and resources for seniors and those with disabilities.

					For more about organizations that offer resources to travelers with disabilities, go to Frommers.com.

				Doctors All hotel front desks keep a list of doctors available in their area; most of them are fluent in English. For more detailed information, see “Health,” below.

				Drinking Laws The legal drinking age is 18. Bars, taverns, and cafeterias usually open at 8am, and many serve alcohol to 1:30am or later. Generally, you can purchase alcoholic beverages at almost any market.

				Driving Rules See “Getting Around,” earlier in this chapter.

				Drugstores To find an open pharmacy (farmacia) outside normal business hours, check the list of stores posted on the door of any drugstore. The law requires drugstores to operate on a rotating system of hours so that there’s always a drugstore open somewhere, even Sunday at midnight.

				Electricity The U.S. uses 110-volt electricity, Spain 220-volt. Most low-voltage electronics, such as laptops, iPods, and cellphone chargers, will do fine with 220-volt. It’s still smart to check with the manufacturer to determine how your appliance will handle a voltage switch. If it can’t, a voltage converter can be used; these are available at such outlets as Radio Shack. Small adaptors change a plug from a U.S. flat prong to a Spanish round prong so that you can fit it into a local socket, but they don’t work as electrical converters. Adaptors are sold at most hardware stores (ferreterías) in Spain, but converters are hard to come by. It’s better purchase one before flying off to Spain.

				Embassies & Consulates If you lose your passport, fall seriously ill, get into legal trouble, or have some other serious problem, your embassy or consulate can help. These are the Madrid addresses and hours:

					Offices for the Australian, British, and Canadian embassies are in the Espacio, Paseo de la Castellanna 259D (Metro: Begoña).

					The Australian Embassy ([image: btel] 91-353-66-00; www.spain.embassy.gov.au) is open Monday to Friday 8:30am to 4:30pm.

					The British Embassy ([image: btel] 91-714-63-00; http://ukinspain.fco.gov.uk/en) is open Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5pm.

					The Canadian Embassy ([image: btel] 91-382-84-00; www.canadainternational.gc.ca/spain-espagne/index.aspx) is open Monday to Thursday 8:30am to 1pm and 2 to 5:30pm, Friday 8:30am to 2:30pm.

					The Republic of Ireland has an embassy at Paseo Castellana 46 ([image: btel] 91-436-40-93; http://ireland.visahq.com/embassy/Spain; Metro: Serrano); it’s open Monday to Friday 9am to 2pm.

					Citizens of New Zealand have an embassy at Calle del Pinar 7 ([image: btel] 91-523-02-26; www.nzembassy.com/spain; Metro: Gregorio Marañón); it’s open Monday to Friday 9am to 2pm and 3 to 5:30pm.

					The United States Embassy, Calle de Serrano 75 ([image: btel] 91-587-22-00; http://madrid.usembassy.gov; Metro: Núñez de Balboa), is open Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm.

				Emergencies The national emergency number for Spain is 112. For other emergency numbers call: 091 for the national police, 092 for the local police, 080 to report a fire, or 061 for an ambulance.

				Family Travel To locate accommodations, restaurants, and attractions that are particularly kid friendly, look for the “Kids” icon throughout this guide.

				Gasoline See “Getting Around: By Car,” earlier in this chapter.

				Health Spain should not pose any major health hazards. The rich cuisine—garlic, olive oil, and wine—may give some travelers mild diarrhea, so take along antidiarrhea medicine, moderate your eating habits, and even though the water is generally safe, drink bottled or mineral water. (Do not drink the water in mountain streams, regardless of how clear and pure it looks.) Fish and shellfish from the horrendously polluted Mediterranean should be eaten only if cooked.

					If you are traveling around Spain (particularly southern Spain) over the summer, limit your exposure to the sun, especially during the first few days of your trip and, thereafter, from 11am to 2pm. Use a sunscreen with a high sun protection factor (SPF) and apply it liberally. Remember that children need more protection than adults do.

					Spanish medical facilities are among the best in the world. If a medical emergency arises, your hotel staff can usually put you in touch with a reliable doctor. If not, contact the American embassy or a consulate; each one maintains a list of English-speaking doctors. Medical and hospital services aren’t free, so be sure that you have appropriate insurance coverage before you travel.

					We list hospital and emergency numbers in the “Fast Facts” sections for Madrid, Valencia, Alicante, and Barcelona; also see above, under “Emergencies.”

				Insurance For information on traveler’s insurance, trip cancellation insurance, and medical insurance while traveling, please visit www.frommers.com/tips.

				Internet & Wi-Fi More and more hotels, cafes, and retailers are signing on as Wi-Fi (wireless fidelity) “hot spots.” Mac owners have their own networking technology: Apple AirPort. T-Mobile Hotspot (www.t-mobile.com/hotspot or www.t-mobile.co.uk) offers wireless connections at coffee shops nationwide. Boingo (www.boingo.com) and ATT (www.business.att.com) have set up networks in airports and high-class hotel lobbies. iPass providers (www.ipass.com) also give you access to a few hundred wireless hotel lobby setups. To locate other hot spots that provide free wireless networks, go to www.jiwire.com.

					Most business-class hotels offer Wi-Fi, but avoid hotel business centers unless you’re willing to pay exorbitant rates.

					To find cybercafes check www.cybercaptive.com and www.cybercafe.com. Cybercafes are found in all large cities in Spain, especially Madrid and Barcelona. But they do not tend to cluster in any particular neighborhoods because of competition. In addition to formal cybercafes, most youth hostels and public libraries have Internet access.

				Language The official language in Spain is Castilian Spanish (or castellano). Although Spanish is spoken in every province of Spain, local tongues reasserted themselves with the restoration of democracy in 1975. After years of being outlawed during the Franco dictatorship, Catalán has returned to Barcelona and Catalonia, even appearing on street signs; this language and its derivatives are also spoken in the Valencia area and in the Balearic Islands, including Majorca (even though natives there will tell you they speak Mallorquín). The Basque language is widely spoken in the Basque region (the northeast, near France), which is seeking independence from Spain. Likewise, the Gallego language, which sounds and looks very much like Portuguese, has enjoyed a renaissance in Galicia (the northwest). Of course, English is spoken in most hotels, restaurants, and shops.

					The best phrase book is Spanish for Travellers by Berlitz; it has a menu supplement and a 12,500-word glossary of both English and Spanish. See also “Useful Terms & Phrases”.

				Legal Aid In case of trouble with the authorities, contact your local embassy or consulate, which will recommend an English-speaking lawyer in your area. You will, of course, be charged a typical attorney’s fee for representation.

				LGBT Travelers In 1978, Spain legalized homosexuality among consenting adults. In April 1995, the parliament of Spain banned discrimination based on sexual orientation. Madrid and Barcelona are the major centers of gay life in Spain. The most popular resorts for gay travelers are Sitges (south of Barcelona), Torremolinos, and Ibiza.

				Lost & Found Be sure to tell all your credit card companies the minute you discover your wallet has been lost or stolen, and file a report at the nearest police precinct. Your credit card company or insurer may require a police report number or record of the loss. Most credit card companies have an emergency toll-free number to call if your card is lost or stolen; they may be able to wire you a cash advance immediately or deliver an emergency credit card in a day or two.

					To report a lost credit card, contact the following toll-free in Spain: American Express at [image: btel] 91-572-03-03; Diners Club at [image: btel] 91-547-40-00; MasterCard at [image: btel] 90-097-12-31; or Visa at [image: btel] 90-099-11-24.

					If you need emergency cash over the weekend, when all banks and American Express offices are closed, you can have money wired to you via Western Union ([image: btel] 800/325-6000; www.westernunion.com).

				Mail Airmail letters to the United States and Canada cost .78€ up to 20 grams, and letters to Britain or other E.U. countries cost .64€ up to 20 grams. Letters within Spain cost .34€. Postcards have the same rates as letters. Allow about 8 days for delivery to North America, generally less to the United Kingdom; in some cases, letters take 2 weeks to reach North America. Rates change frequently, so check at your local hotel before mailing anything. As for surface mail to North America, forget it. Chances are you’ll be home long before your letter arrives.

				Medical Requirements Unless you’re arriving from an area known to be suffering from an epidemic (particularly cholera or yellow fever), inoculations or vaccinations are not required for entry into Spain.

				Mobile Phones You’ll likely not be able to use a North American cellphone in Spain unless it’s GSM/GPRS compatible and unless it operates with a SIM card. Virtually all cellphones in Spain operate with this system, as do AT&T and T-Mobile cellphones from North America. Most mobile phones from the U.K. are compatible.

					Even if your phone is compatible with the system that operates in Spain, you’ll probably need to have it unlocked, which means taking it to one of the small shops in Spain that offer this service (look for Se Libran Móviles; expect to pay 20€). Roaming charges for U.S.-based phones, even after you successfully convert them, are more expensive than using a Spanish cellphone plan.

					Many travelers opt to simply buy a pre-paid cell phone on location. Vodafone (www.vodafone.com), Movistar (aka Telefónica; www.movistar.com), Orange (www.orange.es), and Yoigo (www.yoigo.com) are the four largest and most reliable mobile phone service providers in Spain. Movistar is the oldest and most established.

					You can buy a mobile phone in Spain through either the providers’ specific dealer networks, or at independent electronics stores or department stores like El Corte Inglés. Generally, the prices for new mobile phones in Spain start at 25€ for the cheapest models.

					In Spain, whoever makes the cellphone call pays the charges, whether it’s to or from either a landline or mobile phone. (Unlike what generally happens in the U.S., the receiving phone is not charged.) Whoever makes the call pays for the call connection and for the usage, which is charged per second. Also, most rates don’t include IVA (VAT tax), which is charged at 16%.

					You can recharge your prepaid phone with additional credit (saldo) at grocery stores, tobacco shops, phone stores, bank machines, and even with online banking.

				
					
						
							[image: Tips_WhiteBox.eps] Major Change in Credit Cards

							Chip and PIN represent a change in the way that credit and debit cards are used. The program is designed to cut down on the fraudulent use of credit cards. More and more banks are issuing customers Chip and PIN versions of their debit or credit cards. In the future, more and more vendors will be asking for a four-digit personal identification or PIN, which will be entered into a keypad near the cash register. In some cases, a waiter will bring a hand-held model to your table to verify your credit card.

								In the changeover in technology, some retailers have falsely concluded that they can no longer take swipe cards, or can’t take signature cards that don’t have PINs anymore.

								For the time being both the new and old cards are used in shops, hotels, and restaurants regardless of whether they have the old credit and debit card machines or the new Chip and PIN machines installed. Expect a lot of confusion before you arrive in Spain or elsewhere.

								In the interim, between traditional swipe credit cards and those with an embedded computer chip, here’s what you can do to protect yourself:

							• Get a four-digit PIN from your credit card’s issuing bank before leaving home, or call the number on the back of each card and ask for a four-digit PIN.

							• Keep an eye out for the right logo displayed in a retailer’s window. You want Visa or MasterCard, not Maestro, Visa Electron, or Carte Bleue.

							• Know that your Amex card will work where an Amex logo is displayed, but the card is not as widely accepted as Visa and MasterCard.

							• As a last resort, make sure you have enough cash to cover your purchase.

						

					

				

				Money & Costs If there is one thing old Spaniards wax nostalgic over, it’s not the police state they experienced under the dictatorship of Franco, but the prices paid back then. The euro became the official currency of Spain and 11 other participating countries on January 1, 1999 (for details on the euro, check out www.europa.eu), but how they miss the days when you could go into a restaurant and order a meal with wine for the equivalent of 50¢.

				[image: missing image file]

				Frommer’s lists exact prices in the local currency. The currency conversions quoted above were correct at press time. However, rates fluctuate, so before departing consult a currency exchange website, such as www.oanda.com/currency/converter to check up-to-the-minute rates.

				[image: missing image file]

				Regrettably, Spain is no longer a budget destination. In such major cities as Barcelona or Madrid, you can often find hotels charging the same prices as in London or Paris. Once you move beyond Spain’s tourist meccas into regional towns, provincial capitals, and especially the countryside, the prices drop considerably. For example, it’s possible to enjoy a 6-week vacation in rural Spain for about the same price that 10 days to 2 weeks could cost in Madrid.

					Taken as a whole, though, Spain remains slightly below the cost-of-living index of such countries as England, Germany, Italy, and France. Unfortunately, there is a very unfavorable exchange rate in Spain when you pay in U.S. dollars, though at press time the dollar had strengthened somewhat in recent months.

					Prices in Spain are generally high, but you get good value for your money. Hotels are usually clean and comfortable, and restaurants generally offer good cuisine and ample portions made with quality ingredients. Trains are fast and on time, and most service personnel treat you with respect.

					In Spain, many prices for children—generally defined as ages 6 to 17—are lower than for adults. Fees for children 5 and under are generally waived.

					It’s always advisable to bring money in a variety of forms on a vacation: a mix of cash, credit cards, and traveler’s checks. You should also exchange enough petty cash to cover airport incidentals, tipping, and transportation to your hotel before you leave home, or withdraw money upon arrival at an airport ATM.

					ATMs often offer the best exchange rates. Avoid exchanging money at commercial exchange bureaus and hotels, which generally have the highest transaction fees.

					Beware of hidden credit card fees while traveling. Check with your credit or debit card issuer to see what fees, if any, will be charged for overseas transactions. Recent reform legislation in the U.S., for example, has curbed some exploitative lending practices. But many banks have responded by increasing fees in other areas, including fees for customers who use credit and debit cards while out of the country—even if those charges were made in U.S. dollars. Fees can amount to 3% or more of the purchase price. Check with your bank before departing to avoid any surprise charges on your statement.

					For help with currency conversions, tip calculations, and more, download Frommer’s convenient Travel Tools app for your mobile device. Go to www.frommers.com/go/mobile and click on the travel tools icon.

				Newspapers & Magazines All cities and towns, of course, have Spanish-language newspapers and magazines. However, in the touristed areas of big cities, many kiosks sell editions of the International Herald Tribune along with Newsweek and Time.

				Packing For helpful information on packing for your trip, download our convenient Travel Tools. Go to www.frommers.com/go/mobile and click on the Travel Tools icon.

				Passports See www.frommers.com/tips for information on how to obtain a passport or contact the following offices:

				• Australia Australian Passport Information Service ([image: btel] 131-232, or visit www.passports.gov.au).

				• Canada Passport Office, Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Ottawa, ON K1A 0G3 ([image: btel] 800/567-6868; www.ppt.gc.ca). 

				• Ireland Passport Office, Setanta Centre, Molesworth Street, Dublin 2 ([image: btel] 01/671-1633; www.foreignaffairs.gov.ie). 

				• New Zealand Passports Office, Department of Internal Affairs, 47 Boulcott Street, Wellington, 6011 ([image: btel] 0800/225-050 in New Zealand or 04/474-8100; www.passports.govt.nz).

				• United Kingdom Visit your nearest passport office, major post office, or travel agency or contact the Identity and Passport Service (IPS), 89 Eccleston Square, London, SW1V 1PN ([image: btel] 0300/222-0000; www.ips.gov.uk).

				• United States To find your regional passport office, check the U.S. Department of State website (travel.state.gov/passport) or call the National Passport Information Center ([image: btel] 877/487-2778) for automated information.

				Petrol See “Getting Around,” earlier in this chapter.

				Police See “Emergencies,” earlier.

				Safety What can you do to protect yourself from terrorist attacks? Regrettably, very little. Spanish tourism officials, at first, feared massive cancellations of visitors’ trips to Spain. That didn’t happen. Could it be that the traveling public is learning to live under the threat of terror, knowing that you might be no safer in your home city than you would be in London, Paris, or Madrid?

					The Basque separatist group ETA remains active in Spain. Although ETA efforts have historically been directed against police, military, and other Spanish government targets, in March 2001, ETA issued a communiqué announcing its intention to target Spanish tourist areas to harm the country’s economy. Americans have not been the specific targets of ETA activities. The Spanish government is vigorously engaged in combating terrorism at home and abroad and has been able to avert many terrorist activities. Over the years, ETA has conducted many successful attacks, many of which have resulted in deaths and injuries.

					In December 2006, ETA admitted to carrying out a bomb attack at the Madrid airport that killed two people. ETA claimed that the attack was not intended to harm anyone, and the group condemned the government for not evacuating the targeted building. The terrorist group had given advance warning.

					U.S. tourists traveling to Spain should exercise caution and refer to the Worldwide Caution public announcements issued in the wake of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks in the U.S. and the March 11, 2004, train attacks in Madrid. These announcements are updated by the U.S. Department of State and are available at http://travel.state.gov.

					While most of Spain has a moderate rate of crime, and the vast majority of tourists have trouble-free visits to Spain each year, the principal tourist areas have been exper-iencing an increase in violent crime. Madrid and Barcelona, in particular, have reported growing incidents of muggings and violent attacks, and older tourists and Asian Americans seem to be particularly at risk. Criminals frequent tourist areas and major attractions such as museums, monuments, restaurants, hotels, beach resorts, trains, train stations, airports, subways, and ATMs. In Barcelona, violent attacks have occurred near the Picasso Museum and in the Gothic Quarter, Parc Güell, Plaza Real, and Montjuïc. In Madrid, reported incidents occur in key tourist areas, including the area near the Museo del Prado and Atocha train station, and areas of Old Madrid like Sol, El Rastro flea market, and Plaza Mayor. Travelers should exercise caution; carry limited cash and credit cards; and leave extra cash, credit cards, passports, and personal documents in a safe location. Crimes have occurred at all times of day and night.

					Thieves often work in teams or pairs. In most cases, one person distracts a victim while an accomplice robs you. For example, a stranger might wave a map in your face and ask for directions or “inadvertently” spill something on you. While your attention is diverted, the accomplice makes off with the valuables. Attacks can also be initiated from behind, with the victim being grabbed around the neck and choked by one assailant while others rifle through the belongings. A group of assailants may surround the victim, maybe in a crowded popular tourist area or on public transportation, and only after the group has departed does the person discover he or she has been robbed. Some attacks have been so violent that victims have needed medical attention after the attack.

					Theft from parked cars is also common. Small items like luggage, cameras, or briefcases are often stolen from parked cars. Travelers are advised not to leave valuables in parked cars and to keep doors locked, windows rolled up, and valuables out of sight when driving. Unfortunately, “Good Samaritan” scams are also common. A passing car will attempt to divert the driver’s attention by indicating there is a mechanical problem. If the driver stops to check the vehicle, accomplices steal from the car while the driver is looking elsewhere. Drivers should be cautious about accepting help from anyone other than a uniformed Spanish police officer or Civil Guard.

					The loss or theft abroad of a passport should be reported immediately to the local police and your nearest embassy or consulate. U.S. citizens may refer to the Department of State’s pamphlet, A Safe Trip Abroad, for ways to promote a more trouble-free journey. The pamphlet is available by mail from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402, or via the Internet at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1747.html.

					Safety can be a concern for women exploring the world on their own. In the Franco era, solo women travelers were harassed by macho males. Spanish men are much more hip today and much more politically correct.

					As always, it’s good to avoid deserted streets at night. Hitchhiking is never safe, of course. Dress conservatively, especially in remote towns. If women in micro-bikinis, say, parade down the streets of Torremolinos (as many of them do), it’s inevitable that they will be whistled at. Some solo women travelers today carry a whistle on a key chain. If you’re a victim of catcalls and vulgar suggestions, look straight ahead and just keep walking. If followed, seek out the nearest police officer.

				Smoking On January 1, 2006, Spain banned smoking in the workplace. Restaurants, bars, and nightclubs of a certain size have to designate areas as nonsmoking, and smoking is also banned on public transportation and in other areas such as cultural centers.

				Taxes The internal sales tax (known in Spain as IVA) ranges from 8% to 33%, depending on the commodity being sold. Food, wine, and basic necessities are taxed at 8%; most goods and services (including car rentals), at 18%; luxury items (jewelry, all tobacco, imported liquors), at 33%; and hotels, at 8%.

					If you are not a European Union resident and make purchases in Spain worth more than 90€, you can get a tax refund. To get this refund, you must complete three copies of a form that the store will give you, detailing the nature of your purchase and its value. Citizens of non-E.U. countries show the purchase and the form to the Spanish Customs Office. The shop is supposed to refund the amount due you. Inquire at the time of purchase how they will do so and discuss in what currency your refund will arrive.

				Telephones To call Spain:

					1.	Dial the international access code: 011 from the U.S.; 00 from the U.K., Ireland, or New Zealand; or 0011 from Australia.

					2.	Dial the country code 34.

					3.	Dial the city code, and then the number.

					To make international calls from Spain, first dial 00 and then the country code (U.S. or Canada 1, U.K. 44, Ireland 353, Australia 61, New Zealand 64). Next dial the area code and number. For example, if you wanted to call the British Embassy in Washington, D.C., you would dial 00-1-202-588-7800.

					For directory assistance: Dial [image: btel] 1003 in Spain.

					For operator assistance: If you need operator assistance in making an international call, dial [image: btel] 025.

					Toll-free numbers: Numbers beginning with 900 in Spain are toll-free, but calling an 800 number in the States from Spain is not toll-free. In fact, it costs the same as an overseas call.

					In Spain, many smaller establishments, especially bars, discos, and a few informal restaurants, don’t have phones. Furthermore, many summer-only bars and discos secure a phone only for the season, and then get a new number the next season. Many attractions, such as small churches or even minor museums, have no staff to receive inquiries from the public.

					In 1998, all telephone numbers in Spain changed to a nine-digit system instead of the six- or seven-digit system used previously. Each number is now preceded by its provincial code for local, national, and international calls. For example, when calling Madrid from Madrid or from another province within Spain, telephone customers must dial [image: btel] 91-482-85-80. More information is available on the Telefónica website (www.telefonica.es).

				Time Spain is 6 hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time in the United States. Daylight saving time is in effect from the last Sunday in March to the last Sunday in September.

				Tipping Don’t over tip. The government requires that restaurant and hotel bills include their service charges—usually 15% of the bill. However, that doesn’t mean you should skip out of a place without dispensing an extra euro or two. Some guidelines:

					Your hotel porter should get 1€ per bag. Chambermaids should be given 1€ per day, more if you’re generous. Tip doormen 1€ for assisting with baggage and 1€ for calling a cab. Tipping a concierge depends on how much you have used his or her services. For example, some visitors never ask for anything from a concierge. In that case, you can tip nothing. Sometimes a concierge will submit a bill for services rendered, including making restaurant reservations, arranging a bus tour, or securing theater tickets. In that case, you can pay the bill and check out.

					Should a concierge not submit a bill, and you have used his services only a couple of times, 5€ is a sufficient tip in most deluxe and first-class hotels. If you’ve used concierge services a lot, 20€ would be an appropriate tip. In less expensive hotels, you generally tip much less, perhaps 1€ or 2€ for some minor service rendered.

					For cabdrivers, add about 10% to the fare as shown on the meter. At airports, such as Barajas in Madrid and major terminals, the porter who handles your luggage will present you with a fixed-charge bill.

					Service is included in restaurant bills. But it is the custom to tip extra—in fact, the waiter will expect a tip. That tip is left at your discretion. Some Spanish diners leave nothing if the service was outright bad. Other, more generous diners tip as much as 5% to 10% if the service was good.

					Barbers and hairdressers expect a 10% to 15% tip. Tour guides expect 2€, although a tip is not mandatory. Theater and bullfight ushers get from .50€.

				Toilets In Spain they’re called aseos, servicios, or lavabos and are labeled caballeros for men and damas or señoras for women. If you can’t find any, go into a bar, but you should order something.

				VAT See “Taxes,” above.

				Visas For visits of less than 3 months, visas are not needed for citizens of the U.S., Canada, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, and the U.K. For information on obtaining a visa, see your consulate or embassy.

				Visitor Information The Tourist Office of Spain’s official website can be found at www.spain.info/us/tourspain. You can obtain information from any of the following tourist offices.

					In Canada: 2 Bloor St. W., Ste. 3402, Toronto, ON M4W 3E2 ([image: btel] 416/961-3131; fax 416/961-1992).

					In the U.S.: 666 Fifth Ave., 35th Floor, New York, NY 10103 ([image: btel] 212/265-8822; fax 212/265-8864); 845 N. Michigan Ave., Ste. 915E, Chicago, IL 60611 ([image: btel] 312/642-1992; fax 312/642-9817); 8383 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 960, Beverly Hills, CA 90211 ([image: btel] 323/658-7195; fax 323/658-1061); 1395 Brickell Ave., Ste. 1130, Miami, FL 33131 ([image: btel] 305/358-1992; fax 305/358-8223).

					In the U.K.: 79 New Cavendish St., 2nd Floor, London W1W 6XB ([image: btel] 0870/850-6599; fax 207/3172048).

				Water See “Health,” earlier.

				Websites For general info, check out www.spain.info/us/tourspain, the official page of the Tourist Office of Spain; www.red2000.com; or www.cyberspain.com. You’ll find more details at www.softguides.com. If you’re interested in the cultural treasures, go to www.mcu.es.

				Wi-Fi See “Internet & Wi-Fi,” earlier in this section.

			

		

	
		
			
				Useful Terms & Phrases

				Most Spaniards are very patient with foreigners who try to speak their language. That said, you might encounter several difficult regional languages and dialects in Spain: In Catalonia, they speak catalán (the most widely spoken non-national language in Europe); in the Basque Country, they speak euskera; in Galicia, you’ll hear gallego. However, Castilian Spanish (castellano, or simply español) is understood everywhere; for that reason, we’ve included a list of simple words and phrases in Spanish to help you get by.
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				Numbers
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				Travel Terms
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				Emergency Terms
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English Spanish Pronunciation
1 uno oo-noh

2 dos dohs

3 tres trehs

4 cuatro kwah-troh
5 cinco seen-koh
6 seis says

2 siete syeh-teh

8 ocho oh-choh

9 nueve nweh-beh
10 diez dyehs

n once ohn-seh
12 doce doh-seh
13 trece treh-seh
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WHAT THINGS COST IN MADRID
Taxi from the airport to downtown Madrid
Double Room, moderate
Double room, inexpensive
Three-course dinner for one, without wine, moderate
Bottle of beer
Cup of coffee

Admission to most museums

25.00€
125.00€-175.00€
75.00€
16.00€-25.00€
3.50€

1.25€

3.00€-8.00€
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Postcard

Tarjeta postal

tar-heh-tah pohs-tah/

Insect repellent

Repelente contra
insectos

reh-peh-/ehn-teh cohn-trah
een-sehk-tohs

Do you speak English?

¢Habla usted inglés?

ah-blah oo-sted een-glehs

Is there anyone here
who speaks English?

¢Hay alguien aqui que
hable inglés?

aye ahl-gyehn ah-kee keh ah-bleh
een-glehs

| speak a little Spanish.

Hablo un poco de
espariol.

ah-bloh oon poh-koh deh
es-pah-nyol

| don’t understand
Spanish very well.

No (lo) entiendo muy
bien el espafiol.

noh (loh) ehn-tyehn-doh mwee
byehn el es-pah-nyol

The meal is good.

Me gusta la comida.

meh goo-stah lah koh-mee-dah

What time is it?

¢Qué hora es?

keh oh-rah es

May | see your menu?

¢Puedo ver el menu
(la carta)?

pweh-do vehr el meh-noo
(lah car-tah)

The check, please.

La cuenta por favor.

lah kwehn-tah pohr fah-vohr

What do | owe you?

éCuanto le debo?

kwahn-toh leh deh-boh

What did you say? éMande? mahn-deh
(Colloquial)
What did you say? éCémo? koh-moh

(Formal)

Do you accept traveler’s
checks?

¢Acepta usted cheques
de viajero?

ah-sehp-tah oo-sted cheh-kehs
deh byah-heh-roh
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14 catorce kah-tohr-seh

15 quince keen-seh

16 dieciséis dyeh-see-says

17 diecisiete dyeh-see-syeh-teh
18 dieciocho dyeh-see-oh-choh
19 diecinueve dyeh-see-nweh-beh
20 veinte bayn-teh

30 treinta trayn-tah

40 cuarenta kwah-rehn-tah

50 cincuenta seen-kwehn-tah
60 sesenta seh-sehn-tah

70 setenta seh-tehn-tah

80 ochenta oh-chehn-tah

90 noventa noh-behn-tah

100 cien syehn

200 doscientos doh-syehn-tohs
500 quinientos kee-nyehn-tos
1,000 mil meel
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Aduana Customs
Aeropuerto Airport
Avenida Avenue
Avién Airplane
Aviso Warning

Bus Bus

Calle Street

Cheques de viajeros
Traveler’s checks
Correo(s) Mail, or post
office

Dinero Money
Embajada Embassy
Embarque Boarding
Entrada Entrance
Equipaje Luggage
Este East

Frontera Border
Hospedaje Inn
Norte North

Oeste West

Pasaje Ticket
Pasaporte Passport
Puerta de

salida Boarding gate
Salida Exit

Tarjeta de

embarque Boarding
card

Vuelo Flight
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BASIC WORDS & PHRASES

English

Spanish

Pronunciation

Good day

Buenos dias

bweh-nohs dee-ahs

How are you?

¢Como esta?

koh-moh es-tah

Very well Muy bien mwee byehn
Thank you Gracias grah-syahs
You’re welcome De nada deh nah-dah
Goodbye Adids ah-dyohs
Please Por favor pohr fah-vohr
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BARCELONA
JA

FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC

TEMP. (°F) 48 49 52 55 61 68 73 73 70 63 55 50

TEMP. (°C) 9 9 n 13 16 20 23 23 21 17 13 10

RAINFALL(N) 1.7 14 19 20 22 15 9 1.6 31 37 29 20
BILBAO

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC

TEMP. (°F) 45 48 51 52 55 65 67 67 61 53 52 48

TEMP. (°C) 7 9 n n 13 18 19 19 16 12 n 9

RAINFALL(IN) .9 8 9 13 15 12 .6 7 1.0 12 14 8
MADRID

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC

TEMP. (°F) 42 45 49 53 60 69 76 75 69 58 48 43

TEMP. (°C) 6 7 9 12 16 21 24 24 21 14 9 6

RAINFALL(N) 16 1.8 12 18 15 1.0 3 4 11 15 2.3 17
SEVILLE

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC

TEMP. (°F) 50 63 68 75 81 90 97 97 90 79 68 61

TEMP. (°C) 5 17 20 24 27 32 36 36 32 26 20 16

RAINFALL(N) 26 24 36 23 16 3 0 2 8 2.8 27 32





OEBPS/images/9781118017296-untb2001.jpg
THE VALUE OF THE EURO VS. OTHER POPULAR CURRENCIES
Euro (€) Us$ UKE c$ A$ NZ$
1€ $1.43 £0.87 C$1.37 A$1.33 NZ$1.81

Frommer’s lists exact prices in the local currency. The currency conversions quoted above were correct at press time.
However, rates fluctuate, so before departing consult a currency exchange website, such as www.oanda.com/currency/
converter to check up-to-the-minute rates.
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Yes Si see

No No noh

Excuse me Perdéneme pehr-doh-neh-meh
Give me Déme deh-meh

Whereis...?

éDoénde estd ... ?

dohn-deh es-tah

the station

la estacion

lah es-tah-syohn

a hotel

un hotel

oon oh-te/

a gas station

una gasolinera

00-nah gah-so-lee-neh-rah

a restaurant

un restaurante

oon res-tow-rahn-teh

the toilet

el bafio

el bah-nyoh

a good doctor

un buen médico

oon bwehn meh-dee-coh

theroad to... el camino a/hacia.. . . el cah-mee-noh ah/ah-syah
To the right A la derecha ah lah deh-reh-chah
To the left A la izquierda ah lah ees-kyehr-dah
Straight ahead Derecho deh-reh-choh
| would like Quisiera kee-syeh-rah
Iwant... Quiero . .. kyeh-roh
to eat comer ko-mehr
aroom una habitacién 00-nah ah-bee-tah-syohn

Doyou have...?

éTiene usted ... ?

tyeh-neh oo-sted

a book

un libro

oon /ee-broh

a dictionary

un diccionario

oon deek-syoh-na-ryo

How much is it?

¢Cudnto cuesta?

kwahn-toh kwehs-tah

When? éCuando? kwahn-doh
What? éQuér keh

Thereis (Isthere...?) | ()Hay (...?) aye

What is there? ¢Qué hay? keh aye
Yesterday Ayer ah-yehr

Today Hoy oy

Tomorrow Mafiana mah-nyah-nah
Good Bueno bweh-noh

Bad Malo mah-loh
Better (Best) (Lo) Mejor (loh) meh-hor
More Mas mahs

Less Menos meh-nohs

No smoking Se prohibe fumar seh proh-ee-beh foo-mahr
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iAuxilio! Help!
Ambulancia Ambulance
Bomberos Fire brigade
Clinica Clinic
Emergencia Emergency

Enfermo/a Sick
Enfermera Nurse
Farmacia Pharmacy
Fuego/Incendio Fire
Hospital Hospital

Ladron Thief
Peligroso Dangerous
Policia Police
Médico Doctor
ivVayase! Go away!
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