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 Introduction




  Germany is a large country of wide contrasts. From the beaches of te North and Baltic Seas to the Bavarian Alpine peaks and from the forest-covered hills of the Black Forest to the nightspots of Berlin, it has much of interest to the international traveler.




  For centuries, culture has played an important role in German society. Large cities have opera houses and symphony orchestras while even small villages have musical and other cultural societies. Germany is the land of Bach, Beethoven, Goethe, Schiller, and other artists that influenced Western culture. Culture is easy to enjoy in Germany with frequent performances at relatively low prices.




  Germany is also a country with amazing architectural treasures. It has some minor Roman and Carolingian monuments, but it is with the Romanesque and Gothic that German building craft really came to the fore. The influence of the Renaissance was limited but Baroque and Rococo are well represented. More modern styles including Art Nouveau, Bauhaus, Modern, and Post-Modern can also be found especially in German cities. Air raids in World War II ruined most German cities - many rebuilt the damaged buildings while others elected to rebuild in modern style. Half-timbered houses (Fachwerk) make some of the most favored and romantic townscapes and are often seen as typical German and typical medieval.
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  Fachwerk




  



  The long tradition of dividing inheritances gave Germany literally hundreds of small states and principalities, each with its own palaces and residences. More than 20,000 castles and castle ruins are scattered throughout the country. Often the largest palaces and churches are found in what are now small and insignificant towns.




  Germany is more than arts and culture. It is also a paradise for outdoor enthusiast. Hiking is the most popular activity in Germany with thousands of marked trails. Cycling is also popular with many dedicated cycling routes. Canoeing and kayaking are possible on many rivers and lakes. Skiing and other winter sports are possible in the Bavarian Alps and many parts of the Mittelgebirge. Germany also has amazing natural beauty with mountains such as the Bavarian Alps and forested hills such as the Black Forest popular recreational areas.




  Berlin, Germany’s capital, is its largest city, and most interesting destination. It has more than 170 museums, three opera houses, an enormous cultural variety, and gripping modern history. An interesting daytrip is to royal residences in nearby Potsdam.




  



  

    

       History


    


  




  Key Events




  German history is complex and somewhat confusing. The following will help keep important events in context.




  

    	100 BC-AD 400: Romans occupy parts of Germany, mostly west of the Rhine and south of the Danube.




    	800: Charlemagne is crowned Roman Emperor.




    	9th to 12th centuries: Romanesque (Romanik) architecture.




    	962: Otto II is crowned German Roman Emperor. What later became known as the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation lasted until 1806.




    	13th to 16th centuries: Gothic (Gotik) architecture. The oldest surviving half-timbered (Fachwerk) houses are from this period, although many of these “medieval” buildings actually date from the 16th to 18th centuries.




    	1517: Martin Luther’s 95 Theses initiates the Lutheran Reformation.




    	1520-1620: Renaissance architecture.




    	1618-48: Thirty Years’ War devastates and depopulates large areas of Germany. Peace of Westphalia (1648) left Germany with around 350 independent political entities.




    	17th and 18th centuries: Baroque (Barok) and Rococo (Rokoko) architecture.




    	1688-97: Palatine War of Succession sees French troops destroy most towns and castles in the Rhineland and Palatinate.




    	1756-63: Seven Years’ War confirms the rise of Prussia as the fifth European power.




    	1792-1815: Napoleon redraws the European and German political map. The Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation comes to a formal end in 1806. Germany is reduced to about 40 political states.




    	19th century: Romanticism (Romantik) and Historicist architecture. After 1871, “Founding time” (Gründerzeit/Wilhelmine) architecture followed by Art Nouveau (Jugendstil).




    	1870-71: Franco-Prussian war ends with the foundation of the (Second) German Empire dominated by Prussia.




    	1914-18: First World War ends with Germany defeated and the end of the monarchy.




    	1919-1933: The ill-fated Weimar Republic fails to cope with economic and political upheaval.




    	1933-1945: The Nazi era (the Third Reich) ends in the carnage of World War II. Germany is totally defeated, occupied, partitioned, and reduced in size.




    	1949-1989: Germany divided into a democratic West Germany and a communist East Germany.




    	1989: A peaceful revolution (Die Wende) ends the East German regime.




    	1990: Germany re-unites and Berlin resumes as capital.


  




   History Time Line




  Early History




  500,000 BC: Homo Heidelbergiens showed evidence of human-like life in Germany around 500,000 years ago.




  200,000-40,000 BC: Neanderthals lived near Düsseldorf.




  10,000 BC: Homo Sapiens arrived in Germany.




  800 BC: Celtic tribes moved into southern Germany.




  100 BC-AD 400: Romans occupy parts of Germany, mostly west of the Rhine and south of the Danube.




  AD 9: Germanic tribes defeated three divisions of the Roman Army.




  800: Charlemagne (Karl der Große, 768-814) crowned Roman Emperor by the pope. His empire included most of present day France, Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, the Netherlands, and northern Italy.




  911: The East Franks elected Konrad I (911-918) as king to firmly set Germany on a separate development course from France.




  The Holy Roman Empire




  918-1024: Ottonian (Saxon) dynasty.




  962: Otto II crowned German Roman Emperor.




  1024-1125: Salian (Frankish) dynasty.




  1138-1254: Hohenstaufen dynasty. Friedrich I Barbarossa (1152-1190) introduced the title Holy Roman Emperor (“of the German Nation” was added later).




  1356: The Golden Bull specified the electors of the German king as the archbishops of Trier, Mainz, and Cologne, as well as the rulers of Bohemia, Brandenburg, Saxony, and the Palatinate.




  1438-1806: Austrian Habsburg dynasty.




  1517: Martin Luther questioned the practices of the Roman Catholic Church and started the Protestant Reformation.




  1555: Peace of Augsburg established Lutheran Protestantism as an equal to Roman Catholicism.




  1618-1648: Thirty Years’ War - the most devastating war in German history.




  1648: The Peace of Westphalia reduced Germany to 350 states.




  1688-97: War of the Palatinate Succession. French troops destroyed most Rhine castles and towns.




  1740-86: Friedrich II der Große (Frederick the Great) established Prussia as the fifth European power.




  1756-63: Seven Years’ War.




  1801: Peace of Lunéville - Germany temporarily lost all territories west of the Rhine to France.




  1806: Emperor Joseph disbanded the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation, in part to prevent Napoleon from claiming the title.




  The Unification of Germany




  1815: Congress of Vienna. Prussia and Bavaria vastly expanded. Germany reduced to about 40 states.




  1848: Attempts to form a democratic confederacy of German states failed.




  1866: Prussia defeated Austria in a brief war to become the undisputed preeminent power in Germany.




  1870-71: Franco-Prussian War. Prussia, supported by all of Germany, defeated France.




  1871: 25 German states united as the German Empire with the Prussian king crowned Wilhelm I, Emperor in Germany.




  1914-1918: First World War.




  1918: Kaiser Wilhelm II forced to abdicate and the German Republic proclaimed.




  The Weimar Republic & the Nazi Era




  1919: The Weimar Republic proclaimed with an ultraliberal constitution.




  1922-23: Runaway inflation.




  



  Inflation out of control! The Weimar Republic had to deal with drastic inflation as an immediate result of the war and the high war reparations. The price of bread increased from 1 mark in December 1919 to 3.90 marks two years later. In December 1922, a loaf of bread cost 163 marks, and a year later 399,000,000,000 marks. At one stage, workers were paid daily by the wheelbarrow load and then ran to shops before the value dropped even more.




  1932: Nazi party of Adolf Hitler became the largest party in a fragmented parliament.




  1933: Adolf Hitler appointed chancellor. Reichstag (parliament) burnt down - Communists and other parties banned. Trade unions banned. Undesirable books burned. Nazis became only legal party.




  



  The Three Reichs




  The Nazis frequently referred to their regime as the Third Reich that would last a thousand years. The Second Reich was the German Empire from 1871-1918. The First Reich was the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation. It ended in 1806, but different interpretations are possible on its origins. Usually 962, the crowning of Otto II, is considered the start of this empire, but if the crowning of Charlemagne in 800 is used, the first Reich lasted a thousand years. In the end, the Third Reich lasted about 12 years but the damage to Germany’s reputation may continue for a thousand years.




  1934: Hitler became Führer (leader) and Chancellor of the Reich.




  1935: Nürnberg laws took away Jewish citizenship rights.




  1938: All-out pogrom against Jews started. Jews were stripped of property and herded into concentration camps.




  1938: Annexation of Austria and Sudetenland.




  1939-1945: World War II.




  1945: Hitler committed suicide. Germany totally defeated, occupied, partitioned, and reduced in size.




  



  Post-WW II Germany




  1945: Germany divided into four zones of occupation and Berlin into four sectors occupied by the USA, Britain, France, and the Soviet Union.




  1948-49: Berlin blockade. The Soviet Union blocked western road access to Berlin. The western allies supplied West Berlin via airlift.




  1949: The three western sectors united to form the Bundesrepubik Deutschland (Federal Republic of Germany) with Konrad Adenauer as Chancellor and sleepy, provincial Bonn as temporary capital. In the East, the Soviet Union created the Deutsche Demokratische Republik (German Democratic Republic) as part of its East European sphere of influence.




  1961: East Germany erected the Berlin Wall to prevent citizens fleeing to richer West Berlin.




  1972: West German Chancellor Willy Brandt accepted that East Germany functioned as a separate state and concluded a treaty of friendship.




  1989: East Germans increasingly fled to the west via Hungary. Peaceful street protests in East Germany. Inner German border opened on November 9.




  1990: Germany reunited on October 3. Federal capital returned to Berlin.




  

    

       Culture


    


  




  Germany has a long tradition of producing high culture, with many famous composers and writers. The huge number of small states in centuries past ensured that there were ample patrons and courts that needed musicians and other performers. Classical music and theater remain very popular in modern-day Germany and attending cultural events is very much in the preserve of the middle classes. Ticket prices are often astonishingly low.




  During summer, most regions arrange a summer concert season with many open-air events. Castles, monasteries, palaces, and churches are popular venues in addition to dedicated concert halls. Regional tourist offices have details on events and often make reservations too.
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  Dürer self-portrait




  



  Although German art, music, and literature go back to the earliest beginnings of the empire, the post-Reformation works are of most interest to most foreign travelers. The best-known German painters are Albrecht Dürer, who brought the Renaissance to Germany, and Lucas Cranach the Elder, the master painter of the Reformation. Most larger towns and all cities have art museums - often with astonishingly high-quality collections. Contemporary art is also very popular with many commercial galleries in addition to the vast number of art museums.




  

    

       Geography


    


  




  Germany is a central European state with an area of 139,221 square miles. It is at most 528 miles long and 384 miles wide.




  It has a varied geography. The highest parts are the Bavarian Alps in the south. The highest mountain peak is the Zugspitze at 9,715 ft, near Garmisch Partenkirchen. Most of Bavaria is rolling hills up to the River Danube - the only major river in Germany that drains to the south rather than northwards.




  Most of Germany from the Black Forest to the Harz is covered by the Mittelgebirge (Middle Mountains), a series of minor massifs that are mostly lower than 1,600 ft. Despite its lack of height, it does not lack in natural beauty.




  The Harz is the highest and northernmost of the Mittelgebirge. From here to the North and Baltic Sea most of Germany is a flat plain. Despite the lack of geographic features, the area is beautiful, very green, and with many minor roads often tree-lined. Berlin is in the heart of these plains.




  Germany has several major rivers. The most famous is the Rhine, which forms part of the natural border with Switzerland and France. The Rhine is fairly straight-flowing, but its tributaries tend to meander wildly. The Neckar curls through Baden-Württemberg while the Main makes several wide s-curves through Franken and Hesse before its confluence with the Rhine at Mainz near Frankfurt. The Mosel is similarly a meandering stream with a valley as dramatic and full of history as the much larger Rhine.




  The Elbe is a mighty, slow-flowing river. It enters Germany near Dresden where the Saxon Switzerland area has some of the wildest and most bizarre mountain landscapes in Germany. The Elbe drains most of eastern Germany before flowing into the North Sea at Cuxhaven, downstream from Hamburg. The Rivers Oder and Neisse form Germany’s post-1945 border with Poland.




  

    

       Climate


    


  




  Germany has mostly a moderately cool, but temperate climate. The plains at the eastern parts of the country can get cold and windswept. The northern coastal regions tend to be windy year-round. The central parts can be snow-covered for long stretches in winter, but have generally mild summers. The south experiences more extremes, with the Black Forest particularly sunny and the Rhine Valley area usually warmer than surrounding areas.




  Rainfall is fairly evenly divided throughout the year and ranges from an annual 20 inches in the north to around 60 inches in the center and south. Some parts of the Alps receive more than 80 inches per year.




  The most pleasant months to travel are generally May and June or September and October. In some years, July and August get uncomfortably hot, especially as German buildings are generally built with winter in mind and without air conditioning.




  

    

       Flora & Fauna


    


  




  Germany’s natural vegetation can be surprisingly lush for a country with such a temperate climate. The most typical tree is the oak, which is found all over the country. Natural oak and beech forests are common in the Mittelgebirge area, with pine found mostly on the higher slopes of the Black Forest, Harz Mountains, and the Bavarian Forest, as well as the poorer soil of northern Germany. Wild berries and mushrooms are often poisonous.




  Germany has a wide variety of wildlife, although the largest animals are deer and wild boar. Animals such as wolfs, lynxes, and wildcats only survive in natural parks and are rarely seen.




  Birdlife is more common, especially species that live in the ample forested areas. Others, such as storks, are seen in the sparsely populated northern regions.




  Decades of strict environmental regulations led to an improvement in water quality in most German rivers and lakes. In response, the number of species living in the waters has also increased in recent years with salmon again living in the Rhine.




  

    

       Government


    


  




  Germany is a federal democracy consisting of 16 states (Länder). Parliament consists of the directly elected Bundestag (Lower House) and the Bundesrat (Upper House) that represents the Länder. The President (Bundespräsident) is elected by the Bundesversammlung (Bundestag plus representatives from the Länder) and is a largely ceremonial role. The Kanzler (Chancellor) has the real power and is elected by the Bundestag.




  Around half the Bundestag is directly elected to represent specific constituencies while the rest are elected based on parties’ national popularity. A party needs a minimum of 5% of the national vote to be represented in parliament. (A lesson learned from the Weimar Republic where a plethora of minor parties and independent representatives made government impossible.)




  Post-1945 politics have been dominated by two major parties: the left-leaning Social Democratic Party (SPD) and the right-leaning Christian Democratic Union (CDU). Most governments ruled in coalition with the Free Democrats (FDP), a generally pro-business, liberal party. Elections in September 2005 were inconclusive and led to a grand coalition of the CDU and SPD, led by Angela Merkel (CDU), Germany’s first female chancellor.




  

    

       The Economy


    


  




  Germany is the world’s third-largest economy and the second-largest trading nation in the world. Following World War II, Germany experienced an economic boom - the Wirtschaftswunder - that saw annual growth of 8% between 1951 and 1961.




  Manufacturing still contributes around a third of the economy with the so-called Mittelstand - companies, often family-run, with less than 100 employees - especially important. Around two-thirds of the economy consists of service industries. Agricultural, fisheries, and mining lobbies are vocal but actually rather unimportant.




  The integration of the communist East German economy into the market-orientated West German one has progressed remarkably slowly. Even to the casual visitor, East Germany is still clearly poorer (and cheaper). National unemployment levels are just below 10%, but are above 20% in most of the former East.




  

    

       Top Attractions


    


  




  Destinations




  



  Berlin is Germany’s largest and most interesting city. It has something for everyone from its excellent museums to its risqué nightlife. It has high culture and a vibrant underground music scene.




  Munich (Bavaria) is an interesting city with many historic venues, beer gardens, and a high quality of life. It has excellent art galleries and one of the largest technology museums in the world.




  Dresden (Saxony), once known as the Florence on the Elbe, is recovering some of its original Baroque splendor. In addition to the excellent museums, and the Semper Opera House, the city is also convenient for daytrips into the beautiful Saxony Switzerland area.




  Leipzig (Saxony) is an interesting city unwilling and unable to hide its communist-era buildings. It is less tourist-oriented than many others but has excellent museums and cultural offerings. The revolution against the communist regime started here and the Forum of Contemporary History is one of the most interesting museums in Germany.




  The Rhine Valley (Rhineland-Palatinate) is a popular destination with a castle or castle ruin every mile or so in the Loreley Valley. Whether traveling the valley on boat, by road, or on foot, it is a region sure to impress with its natural beauty and cultural delights.




  The Romantic Road (Bavaria) is Germany’s most popular holiday route, passing numerous mostly small and very romantic towns and locations. Rothenburg ob der Tauber is chronically overcrowded but remains Germany’s most beautiful walled medieval town.




  The German Alpine Route (Bavaria) offers Germany’s most beautiful natural scenery. It runs the full length of the Bavaria Alps from Lindau on the Bodensee to Berchtesgaden near Salzburg. En route, it passes several famous sights including Mad King Ludwig’s castles, the Wieskirche, and Kloster Ettal.




  The Black Forest (Baden-Württemberg) is Germany’s largest forested area with superb natural beauty and ample outdoor adventure options.




  Cologne (North Rhine Westphalia), for a thousand years the largest city in Germany, has the world’s largest Gothic cathedral, a dozen Romanesque churches, excellent art museums, and the most refreshing beer in the country.




  



  Great Museums




  

    	Gemäldegalerie (Berlin)




    	Pergamonmuseum (Berlin)




    	Pinakothen art galleries (Munich)




    	Wallraf-Richartz-Museum (Cologne)




    	Deutsches Museum (Munich)




    	Zwinger & Green Vault (Dresden)




    	Forum of Contemporary History (Leipzig)




    	Zeughaus (Berlin)




    	German National Museum (Nürnberg)




    	Federal Art Space (Bonn)




    	Rheinisches Landesmuseum (Trier)  Luther Museum (Lutherstadt Wittenberg)


  




  Great Cathedrals & Churches




  

    	Cologne Cathedral (Gothic)




    	Speyer Cathedral (Romanesque)




    	Trier Cathedral (Roman, Romanesque, Gothic, Baroque)




    	Marienkirche in Lübeck (brick Gothic)




    	Passau Cathedral (Gothic, High Baroque)




    	Regensburg Cathedral (Gothic)




    	Wieskirche (Bavarian Rococo)




    	Frauenkirche in Dresden (Baroque)




    	Frauenkirche in Munich (Gothic)


  




  Great Castles




  The German term Burg can be translated as castle or fortress, while Schloss can be translated as castle or palace. In this guide, a Schloss that can laugh off a few cannonballs is referred to as a castle. A Schloss where cannonballs would ruin the porcelain and stuccos is translated as a palace.




  

    	Burg Eltz (Rhineland-Palatinate)




    	Wartburg (Thuringia)




    	Marksburg (Rhineland-Palatinate)




    	Schloss Heidelberg (Baden-Württemberg)




    	Festung Königstein (Saxony)




    	Schloss Neuschwanstein (Bavaria)




    	Schloss Sanssouci (Brandenburg) Munich Residenz (Bavaria)


  




   




  
Travel Information




  

    

       Fast Facts


    


  




  Population




  Around 82 million, and 9% of the population is foreign. Two-thirds of Germans are at least notionally Christian with equal numbers Protestant (Lutheran) and Roman Catholic.




  Location




  Germany is in central Europe and borders Denmark and the North and Baltic Seas in the north; the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxemburg, and France in the west; Switzerland and Austria in the south; and the Czech Republic and Poland in the east.




  Major Cities




  Almost 90% of Germans live in cities, but cities are relatively small. The five largest are:




  Berlin - 3.4 million




  Hamburg - 1.7 million




  Munich - 1.3 million




  Cologne - 960,000




  Frankfurt am Main - 660,000




  Time Zone




  Central European Time (Greenwich Mean Time plus one hour, or Eastern Standard Time plus six hours).




  

    

       Orientation


    


  




  When to Go




  Germany is best visited between May and October. The school holiday season in July and August should be avoided as prices increase and popular sights are crowded. One week before or after the high season can make a major difference in the number of visitors, though not much in terms of weather. But the holiday season is a good time to visit major cities where hotel prices can drop to mid-winter levels.




  Winters can be bleak and grey and much of the natural beauty of the country will be hidden. Many non-winter sports regions may close down for the winter season. However, Advent is a beautiful time of year, with all towns lit up and Christmas markets a major draw.




  Customs & Immigration




  US and Canadian citizens may enter Germany for up to 90 days with a valid passport.




  Germany is part of the Schengen Agreement allowing travel across European borders without further customs or immigration controls. However, you may at any time inside Germany and other Schengen states be requested to produce proof of identity. (Switzerland, the Czech Republic, and Poland are not members of the Schengen Agreement and have full border controls with Germany.)




  Penalties for smuggling illegal drugs are severe. If carrying prescription drugs, it is sensible to bring the prescription with and do not bring more than actually needed for the duration of the vacation.




  

    

       Transportation


    


  




  Getting Here




  By Rail: Germany has good railway connections to neighboring countries. From France, the easiest entry is via Strasbourg, while high-speed trains from Paris currently pass through Belgium to Cologne. A direct high-speed link between Paris and Frankfurt is due for completion in 2007. High-speed rail connections are also available from Brussel, Amsterdam, Switzerland, and various parts of Austria. Connections from the Czech Republic and Poland are improving, but mostly on slower trains and night trains on these routes are best avoided. The Eurostar from London connects with other high-speed trains in Brussels.




  By Bus: Bus services are available from many European cities and are often the cheapest way to travel to Germany. One of the largest operators is Deutsche Touring, Am Römerhof 17, 60486 Frankfurt am Main, tel.069-790-350, www.deutschetouring.de, which operates jointly with Eurolines, www.eurolines.com. It is usually only possible to take international journeys.




  Berlin Linienbus, www.berlinlinienbus.de, has many services from European cities to various destinations in Germany.




  By Air: Germany is well served by many airlines, with Frankfurt International Airport the busiest on continental Europe. Most intercontinental flights arrive in Frankfurt, while Munich Airport has the largest number of European destinations. Lufthansa has the largest number of direct and non-stop flights from the USA and Canada but many American and Canadian carriers have direct flights. Most larger cities have European and domestic connections.




  A growing number of European budget airlines is taking to the sky. Always double check the airports budget airlines use - they are often less convenient and farther away than the main airport.




  On Water: A ferry service from Harwich (Britain) to Cuxhaven is available a few times per week. Several ferry services are available from Scandinavia and other Baltic Sea ports - see Hamburg chapter for details.




 



  Getting Around




  By Rail: Germany has a well-developed railway network with comfortable, high-speed trains often the best way to travel between cities. Although it is no longer possible to set your watch according to a German train’s arrival time, trains generally do run on time.




  German trains can be classed in two categories: Fernverkehr (Long Distance) and Nahverkehr (Local). This distinction is important for discount tickets. Long Distance trains are faster, usually more luxurious, and cost more. They have the prefixes ICE (InterCity Express), IC/EC (InterCity/EuroCity) - the trains are the same but the latter crosses the German border), and D (Schnell/Fast trains).




  The Nahverkehr (local trains) carry the prefixes (listed in order of speed - the further down the list the more stops!) IRE (InterRegioExpress), RE (RegionalExpress), RB (Regionalbahn), and S (S-Bahn). In some cases the U-Bahn, trams, and buses are also included in rail tickets.




  Tickets can be bought on board most trains, but never on the S or U-Bahn, but no discounts are available. It is generally best to buy tickets prior to boarding from the Internet, ticket counters, or machines.




  Several options are available to save on German railway tickets.




  

    

      Internet: It is possible to book and print virtually all German rail tickets online at www.bahn.de. The site is also an invaluable tool for planning journeys and calculating budgets. Last-minute deals are often available on the internet.

    


  




  

    	Children: Children under 15 years always travel for free when accompanied by at least one parent or grandparent. Children older than 6 years must be added for free to the adult’s ticket at time of booking. Otherwise, children pay half the adult price. A seat can be reserved for the children as well at the normal rate of euros 3.




    	Rail Passes: For international travelers, several rail passes are available. Passes can be a good deal, especially if one-way travel is used for which normal discounts are not available. Ticket prices are available on www.bahn.de making both time and budget planning easier.




    	If the travel involves only Germany, the best deal is the German Rail Pass. It is available for four to 10 days within any month. It can be for first and second class, with twin passes for two traveling together and youth passes for those under 25, slightly cheaper. Eurail passes in all variations are also valid in Germany. Passes are best bought outside Europe - most are available locally but at a surcharge and only from select railway stations.




    	Sparpreis: Sparpreis tickets are available for round-trip journeys only and must be booked at least three days in advance to obtain a discount of 25%. If a Saturday night stay is included, the discount becomes 50%. Additionally, the exact trains for both journeys must be booked in advance. When reservations are made at the same time, the first passenger pays the normal price (with discount) and up to four additional passengers pay only half of what the first one pays. Cancellation options are limited. The discounts are available for all classes of service but the number of tickets available per train is restricted.




    	Schönes-Wochenende Ticket: Schönes-Wochenende (Nice Weekend) tickets cost 30 euros per day and are valid either on Saturday or on Sunday from midnight to 3 am the following morning. It costs 30 euros and allows up to five passengers unlimited travel nationwide on Nahverkehr trains in Second Class.




    	Länder-Tickets: Länder-Tickets are available in the separate federal states and allow for unlimited travel on Nahverkehr trains in Second Class within the different states. They are available on weekdays from 9 am to 3 am the following day. They cost between 21 euros and 26 euros and can cover up to five people traveling together. Single tickets for individual travelers are available for some of the states and cost around 15 euros.




    	Although trains are generally the most pleasant way to get around Germany, buses are often cheaper and a private car is more convenient.


  




  By Bus: Bus services run between many cities in Germany, but the operators are often small, making it hard to book seats from a distance. One of the largest operators is Berlin Linienbus, www.berlinlinienbus.de. Although most buses end up in Berlin, it is also possible to book shorter distances on these buses.




  




  By Car: Trains are often the best choice if only cities are visited, but having a car is a pleasurable way of seeing more of the country. It is usually cheapest to reserve a car from abroad. Rental cars picked up from airports and stations carry a surcharge.




  Driving in Germany presents little difficulty. The road signs are generally international and drivers receive ample training. Roads are mostly in very good condition and well signposted. However, bear in mind that, although all roads are numbered, many road signs only refer to the next town without giving the road numbers.




  Germany has the largest highway network after the USA. The famous Autobahnen (Highways) sometimes are without speed restriction, but often are so crowded that speeds drop to a crawl. Speed restrictions on Autobahnen are generally between 100 and 130 km/h (60-78 mph). Autobahnen have the prefix A before the number and use blue road signs.




  Dual carriageways that are not official Autobahnen use yellow road signs and have a speed restriction of 120 km/h (72 mph) if not otherwise restricted. These roads usually have a prefix B (Bundes/Federal road). On other country roads that have the prefix B or L (Länder/State road), the speed restriction is 100 km/h (60 mph), but often a lower speed is imposed.




  In town, the speed restriction is 50 km/h (30 mph), if not otherwise stated. The restriction applies as soon as the town is entered - yellow signs are posted with the town name - without any further announcement of the speed limit. In residential areas, the speed limit is often 30 km/h (18 mph).




  When arriving in towns, follow the directions to the Historische Altstadt (historic Old Town) or Zentrum (center). It is usually best to park in parking garages on the edges of the Old Town area.




 



  By Air: Flying inside Germany is seldom a sensible option for tourists. It is possible to cover long distances that are not well served by the high-speed railway network, but few tourists would want to go from say Rostock to Munich in an hour. Domestic flights are generally expensive with discount flights widely advertised but very hard to actually book.




 



  By Boat: Most major rivers and lakes have boat trips. These are usually day excursions and relevant operators are listed at respective destinations.




  



  Longer multiple-day trips are available, with one- to two-week cruises particularly popular on combinations of the Rhine, Main, and Danube, and on the Elbe. Two large, multiple-day riverboat cruise operators are Viking River Cruises, 21820 Burbank Boulevard, Woodland Hills, California 91367, tel.1-877-668-4546, www.vikingrivercruises.com, and Peter Deilmann Cruises, 1800 Diagonal Rd, Suite 170, Alexandria, VA 22314, tel.01-800-348-8287, www.deilmanncruises.com.




  




  Public Transit: Germany generally has a very good, if pricey, public transportation network and, in cities, virtually every place can easily be reached without a private car. In most cities, tickets need to be validated before boarding trains and usually once you board buses and trams. The validation stamp must be on the front of the ticket; when in doubt stamp both sides. Some cities, including Frankfurt, require single tickets to be bought shortly before boarding and do not require revalidation. Riding without a ticket results in on-the-spot fines of at least 30 euros and eviction from the train at the next station. Most cities have day tickets that are money-savers if the system is used more than twice.




  




  By Taxi: Taxis usually do not roam the streets and are either found at a taxi stand or ordered by telephone. Almost any shop, restaurant, or hotel will be willing to order one. Taxis can be expensive but often make sense for groups of three or four. The fare is always per meter in city limits but a price is often agreed upon if traveling outside city limits or long distances. With very few exceptions, taxis are beige, so as to cut down on potential illegal operators. Although the percentage of operators using Mercedes Benz cars is declining, it is still common to find yourself in the back of a new Mercedes limousine.




  

    

      	Emergency Numbers: For the police dial 110; for the fire brigade and ambulance dial 112.


    


  




  

    

      





       Embassies & Consulates


    


  




  USA




  American travelers in need of consular assistance should contact the Embassy of the United States, www.usembassy.de, Neustädtische Kirchstr. 4-5, 10117 Berlin, tel.030-83-050. The Consular Section is at Clayallee 170, 14195 Berlin. For American Citizen Services routine calls, tel.030-832-9233; in emergencies only, tel.030-83-050.




  The American Consulate General in Frankfurt, Gießener Str. 30, 60435 Frankfurt am Main, tel.069-75-350, also deals with most consular matters. The American consulates general in Düsseldorf, Munich, Leipzig, and Hamburg offer more limited services.




  Canada




  The Canadian Embassy is in the Internationalen Handelszentrum, Friedrichstraße 95, 10117 Berlin, tel.030-203-120, www.kanada.de. Canada has consulates in Düsseldorf, Hamburg, Munich, and Stuttgart, but contact the Embassy in Berlin first.




  

    

       Money Matters


    


  




  Currency




  Germany uses the euro, which is divided into 100 cents (c). The euro comes in 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200, and 500 notes and in 1 and 2 coins. Cents are available in 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, and 50 c coins.




  Former German Marks (DM) and pfennigs can only be exchanged at a branch of the German Bundesbank (Federal Reserve).




  Money




  In Germany, the normal bank cash card is also a debit card and the preferred way of paying. Credit cards can be used in most shops, hotels, and restaurants, but some, especially in rural areas, may insist on cash. Using ATMs generally gives the best exchange rate and the lowest cost. Check with your bank before leaving whether your card and PIN are valid abroad. Some foreign banks have agreements with German banks allowing for lower service charges.




  Following the introduction of the euro, exchange bureaus have declined dramatically in number, but are available at main stations and airports. Traveler’s checks are seldom used in Germany and often incur hefty service fees.




  Avoid the 100, 200, and 500 euro notes - they are often refused in smaller establishments, especially when trying to use them for small payments. The 50 euro note is the most frequently forged - they often enter circulation at vending machines when travelers try to change them for smaller notes. Hold on to 1 and 2 euro coins - although most vending machines accept notes, coins are easier.




  All Germans have EC (Electronic Cash) cards. They work like a debit card but are not the same as a credit card. Establishments that accept EC cards do not necessarily accept Visa, MasterCard, or American Express.




  Taxes




  Value Added Tax (Mehrwertsteuer/MWST) is usually 16% (due to increase to 19% in 2007) but is always included in advertised prices. Non-European travelers can reclaim some tax when departing from the European Union for goods purchased in shops participating in the VAT refund scheme. These stores have an English brochure explaining the finer details - note that the goods must be shown at customs on departure before the tax can be reclaimed. VAT on hotels, food, and services consumed while in Europe is not refundable.




  In Germany, any prices advertised must include all taxes. In some spa towns, a spa tax may be added to the hotel price, but this seldom exceeds 2 euros per adult per night.




  A deposit may be charged separately on drinks sold in plastic bottles or cans - this is currently between 15 c and 25 c. The system is still in flux and sometimes this deposit can only be reclaimed at the shop where the bottle was purchased. However, it is increasingly possible to reclaim the deposit at any shop selling the same kind of drinks.




  Tipping




  Tipping is less frequent than in most Anglo-Saxon countries. In restaurants, service is generally included and rounding up to the next euro or round number is acceptable. Tipping 10%, except in upscale international places, is generous but appreciated. Give the tip directly to the server, or when no change is expected say, “Thank you” or “Danke schön” when handing over the payment. Leaving money on the table is sometimes considered rude, but not the ultimate insult as it is in some other parts of Europe.




  Similarly, for taxi drivers, round up to the next euro or round number. Tip bellhops in hotels around 1 euro per bag. Often it will be refused in embarrassment. Don’t tip anyone else.




  

    

       Food & Drink


    


  




  German food and drink are generally familiar to the western palate. German food generally is not particularly fattening, although it can be hearty, especially in rural areas.




  Although the trend is towards a standard three-meal day, the traditional five-meal day is still popular. This involves breakfast, usually eaten at home, of bread or cereal with yoghurt, cheese, eggs, etc. A second breakfast is often enjoyed around 9 or 10 am, shortly after hitting the desk or shops and it usually involves a sweet pastry. Lunch usually takes an hour between noon and 2 pm and is often the main meal of the day. Kaffee und Kuchen (coffee and cake) is an almost sacred tradition and enjoyed around 3 pm. Dinner is fairly early and mostly between 6 and 8 pm.




  Beer is still hugely popular in Germany and every town has its own breweries and specialties. The number of national brands is limited and those with an international presence are few. Apfelsaftschorle, a mixture of apple juice and soda water, is probably the most popular non-alcoholic drink served in Germany. It is low in calories and socially acceptable on any occasion. Although other soft drinks and colas are generally available, it is seldom drunk with a meal. Although all municipal water is safe to drink, and actually has higher safety requirements than bottled water, many Germans prefer to drink bottled water. Do not expect tap water to be served in restaurants. Water, beer, soft drinks, and Schorle usually cost about the same in restaurants, with beer often slightly cheaper. Wine, both domestic and imported, is also available by the glass in most establishments.




  

    

       Electricity


    


  




  Electricity is 230V, 50 Hz. Two round-pin plugs are used. Some hotels may have 110V flat-pin plugs for shavers, but do not bargain on it.




  



  

    

       Media


    


  




  Surprisingly little is published inside Germany in English. In major cities, English magazines and newspapers are generally available from bookstores - the main station is a good place to look. The International Herald Tribune is fairly easy to obtain.




  English radio and television are also rare. Many satellite and cable services carry BBC News and CNN at most. Even in top hotels, it is unlikely that non-news programs will be available in English.




  

    

       Medical


    


  




  Germany has an excellent health care system with more doctors than the country actually requires. Medical insurance is a precondition for entering Germany - it is best to first check with your own insurance company to see if international travel is included in your policy.




  Doctors and pharmacists generally speak good English. Consultation hours are short but emergency services are, of course, available 24 hours.




  All medicine, even aspirin and cough syrup, can only be bought from pharmacies (Apotheke). Price controls were recently relaxed but in general, prices are still virtually the same everywhere. Pharmacies are very common and always identified by a large, red “A.”




  It is wise to bring prescription medicine, as well as the original prescription, with you, but do not carry more medicine than actually needed for the duration of a trip.




  

    

       Restrooms


    


  




  German restrooms are invariably clean, well equipped, and often have an attendant present. Restrooms are often charged for in fast-food restaurants, shopping malls, and gas stations. Gebührenpflichtig means the charge is compulsory; otherwise, it is up to the discretion of the user. A minimum of 25c is usually requested but most people give more.




  According to German law, any restaurant where people can sit down must have at least three restrooms - one each for staff, women, and men. (In some regions, establishments with fewer than 12 seats are exempted from this requirement.) This helps to explain the popularity of Stehcafés (literally “standing cafés”), where patrons can stand and eat but not sit down. They usually do not charge for the use of restrooms by patrons.




  Restrooms in museums and hotels are invariably free and very clean.International symbols are usually used, but otherwise “Herren” means men and “Damen” means ladies.




  

    

       Shopping


    


  




  Germany’s famously restrictive shopping hours have been relaxed in recent years. Shops are generally allowed to open from 8 am to 8 pm, but are closed on Sunday. Only bona fide souvenir shops are allowed to open on Sundays - washing machines and vacuum cleaners adorned with “Souvenir from Berlin” stickers have thus far failed to impress any judge. Shops in railway stations and airports are not bound by the same restrictions. Shops in rural areas sometimes close for lunch and are unlikely to open on Saturday afternoon.




  

    

       Telephones


    


  




  Cellular phones bought outside Europe generally do not function in Germany. Public phones are available, but many require a designated charge card rather than cash. Many hotels still levy enormous surcharges on telephone use, including fixed charges for otherwise toll-free numbers.




  It is usually worth using an international carrier such as ATT when phoning internationally. For the best savings, buy discount telephone cards from telephone shops, usually in the station area. The line quality is sometimes not the best but the savings can be huge.




  Telephone numbers are of unequal length and use an area code followed by the specific number. The telephone number of a major business is often shorter than its fax number. When dialing from abroad, use country code 49 and drop the first zero of the regional code. If not using a discount carrier, dial 00 from inside Germany to make international calls.




  

    

       Mail


    


  




  Stamps can be bought from post offices, many hotels, and often from souvenir shops. For postcards the standard rate for German and European destinations is 0.45 euro and for all other destinations 1 euro.




  German addresses are typically three lines: person/company name, street name with number, ZIP code (PLZ) and town name. If the addressee’s name is not on the mailbox, the mail will not be delivered. If sending mail to someone staying with friends or family, ensure that the house occupant’s name is also on the envelope.




  

    

       Dates & Time


    


  




  In Germany, time is always written using the 24-hour clock, e.g. 8:30 is always in the morning and 20:30 is at night. In spoken German, the 12-hour clock is more common.




  Dates are written as year.month.day, or day.month.year, or day.month. Therefore, 2006.08.06, 06.08.2006, and 06.08 are all August 6, 2006. The names of the months are close to English - Januar, Februar, März, April, Mai, Juni, Juli, August, September, Oktober, November, and Dezember. Days of the week are Montag, Dienstag, Mittwoch, Donnerstag, Freitag, Samstag, Sonntag. The first two letters are used in abbreviations.




  

    

       Costs


    


  




  Accommodations




  The scale at left is used throughout the book. It is the charge per double room, including all taxes. The rate refers to the rate the average guest can expect on non-event nights, rather than the rack rate.




  German hotels are generally lower priced than in other Western European countries. Major cities are much cheaper than, for example, Paris or London.




  German hotel prices are often quoted per person rather than per room. Fortunately, the quoted price always includes all taxes, with the exception of spa taxes, which are usually charged only in small towns and rarely exceed 2 euros per person per night. Except for luxury hotels, breakfast is usually offered for free. That means exactly that - not taking breakfast gives no discount. In cities, parking is generally charged separately and usually around 16 euros, but more at some top hotels.




  Hotel prices are generally lowest in November and January to March, except of course in winter sports areas. In many cities, four nights for the price of three are offered during this period. Major cities also have hotel bargains in July and August when Germans tend to travel to the countryside and coast. Hotel prices in cities are often the highest in September and October, months favored for visiting cities, The weather may be fine at that time, but bad weather is less disastrous than when visiting the countryside. Hotels that cater mostly for business travelers often have spectacular discounts over weekends. Sometimes that applies to the entire city, but often different hotels in the same area have different target clienteles and price accordingly. Avoid visiting cities for tourism purposes while major conferences or shows (Messe) are on - prices may quadruple.




  The official star rating system for hotels is largely useless for travelers and is based on things like the size of the room and number of rooms with private bathrooms. It gives little indication on the quality of the establishment or service. Major hotel reservation services such as the German-based Hotel Reservation Service (HRS), www.hrs.com, use their own ratings instead. It is worth checking directly with hotels to see if they will match the price of discount agencies. Often you may get a better room if you book directly with the hotel.




  Restaurants





  



  Restaurant Tips




  



  Service in German restaurants can sometimes be shockingly bad. Upon arrival, find your own seat. Never wait to be seated - the servers are way too busy ignoring the patrons who are already seated to pay attention to new arrivals. It is quite common to share a table with strangers at busy times - no small talk except bon appetite (Mahlzeit) and goodbye is required.





  At the end of a meal, tell the server Bitte zahlen! (Pay, please). It often takes an astonishingly long time for the bill to be produced. When in a hurry, ask for the bill when the coffee arrives.




  Restaurants are generally open from 11 am to late at night. It is not uncommon, especially in rural areas, for restaurants to close between 2:30 and 5 pm. In rural areas, Gaststätten are open throughout the day on Sunday to cater for hikers and other visitors on day excursions.




  With the notable exception of Berlin, service in the former East German states is actually much better than in the former West German ones!




  Germany has a wide range of restaurant types. At the bottom end of the scale is the Imbiss, where take-out snacks such as sandwiches, sausages, and Döner Kebab can be bought. One step up is the Stehcafé ($) - literally standing café, as high tables are provided but no chairs. These are usually linked to bakeries or delis and are a convenient place for a fast and often cheap meal or coffee.




  Fast food restaurants ($ ) such as McDonalds and Burger King are also popular and generally look just as they do back home. Self-service restaurants are usually found in department stores.




  The most popular restaurants in Germany are termed Gaststätte ($-$$) - a mix of restaurant, inn, and bar. They are generally informal, serving mostly local dishes and offer the best value. The daily specials advertised outside on blackboards are usually the best deals and served fastest. In rural areas, as well as along country roads and hiking trails, Gaststätten are found with great frequency.




  Coffee shops ($-$$) in all shapes and sizes are popular in Germany. Coffee is usually served strong. Formal restaurants ($$-$$$$) are mostly found in cities and the better ones are often in hotels.




  

    

       Sightseeing & Events


    


  




  Sightseeing and cultural events in Germany can be surprisingly cheap. Top museums seldom cost more than 5 euros and discount tickets are usually available to tourists who plan to see several sights in the same area. Paying 10 euros or more to enter is the absolute exception and more common for high-technology, multimedia shows rather than traditional museums and cultural venues.




  The admission fees listed in this guide are the maximum payable. This is what healthy, solo travelers generally between 25 and 55 can expect to be charged. Discounts are usually available for children, scholars, students, the legally unemployed, disabled, senior citizens, and families - proof of status is required and the discount should be asked for when purchasing the tickets. The specific rules for Ermäßigt (reduced) prices differ from place to place.




  

    

       Holidays


    


  




  Public Holidays




  In Germany, vacation days are determined by the individual states. Most vacations are linked to the religious calendar, with the southern states generally following Catholic holidays and northern states the Protestant ones. Southern states generally have more holidays. On holidays, the opening hours for Sunday are usually followed, but that is not always the case and not for all holidays. Expect most places to be closed over Christmas and New Years and often over Easter as well. (Holidays listed without dates move annually according to the church calendar.)




  

    	January 1 - New Year’s Day




    	January 6 - Three Kings’ Day/Epiphany (only in Baden-Württemberg, Bavaria, and Saxony-Anhalt)




    	Good Friday




    	Easter Monday




    	May 1 - May Day




    	Asuncion (Thursday)




    	Pentecost (Monday)




    	Corpus Christi (only in Baden-Württemberg, Bavaria, Hesse, North-Rhine-Westphalia, Rhineland-Palatinate, and Saarland)




    	October 3 - Day of National Unity




    	October 31 - Reformation Day (only in Brandenburg, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, and Thuringia)




    	November 1 - All Saints’ Day (only in Baden-Württemberg, Bavaria, North-Rhine-Westphalia, Rhineland-Palatinate, and Saarland.




    	December 25 & 26 - Christmas


  




   Festivals & Major Events




  Germany’s celebratory year starts just seconds after midnight on January 1 with an incredible amount of fireworks and runs through the year to Christmas Eve.




  January and February see Carnival-related celebrations mostly in the Roman Catholic parts of the country, with celebrations especially jovial in the Rhineland. Festivities in the Black Forest are almost pagan. Parades are held in many towns and cities on Fasching Dienstag (Shrove Tuesday/Mardi Gras) or the preceding weekend.




  In March, the strong beer season celebrates the end of Lent and the reopening of many beer gardens.




  Religious parades during Easter and Pentecost are common in the mainly Roman Catholic areas with processions in Bavaria particularly colorful.




  From May to October, an amazing number of summer cultural festivals are arranged throughout Germany. Open-air performances are particularly popular. Large fireworks displays are common, with the Rhine in Flames series the best known.




  On the second weekend in July, Berlin is invaded by the Love Parade, the world’s largest techno-music festival. Despite a decline in attendance in recent years, those over around 25 would be wise to avoid the capital for the weekend.




  The Museumuferfest (Museum Bank Holiday) in Frankfurt, the last weekend of August, is one of the largest festivals in the country and combines popular entertainment with cultural events.




  Wine harvest festivals are scheduled, mostly in August and September, throughout the wine-producing areas (many non-wine-producing cities happily participate too).




  Munich’s famous three-week Oktoberfest is mainly held in September and ends the first Sunday in October.




  On November 11, which is St Martin’s Festival, children parade throughout the country in honor of Germany’s patron saint.




  Advent, the four weeks leading up to Christmas, is one of the loveliest seasons in Germany. Christmas decorations, often remarkably tasteful, are seen in all shops, many towns, and private residences. Most towns have Christmas markets at least on weekends and many cities have markets running during the whole Advent period. Musical concerts, even classical music, are scheduled throughout the month.




  Christmas is celebrated on the evening of December 24. Expect businesses, shops, and restaurants to close around noon, if they open at all that day. Rooms in large hotels of major cities often go for very little, while smaller establishments may be closed for the season or insist on reservations from Christmas through New Year’s.




  

    

       Adventures


    


  




  Germany is a country rich in historic and cultural sights. However, it also has a pristine natural environment and outdoor activities are very popular.




  Hiking (wandern) is, after reading, the most popular activity in Germany. It is particularly popular on Sundays when half the population seems to be rambling through the woods. On a Sunday, you’ll never walk alone. Gaststätten have especially long hours on Sunday with warm meals available at all hours. Hiking maps are available from all bookshops and tourist information offices. Public transportation often makes circular routes unnecessary. Long-distance hikes are popular, with luggage transfers possible.




  Cycling is also popular, with many dedicated cycling routes and most roads open to cyclists as well. Cycling maps are available from all bookshops and tourist information offices. Bicycles can usually be rented from shops close to train stations. Cyclists have the same rights and obligations as drivers and can also be fined for ignoring traffic rules.




  

    

       Special Interest


    


  




  Senior Citizens: Germans are generally frequent travelers and few age groups are more actively on the road than the senior citizens. Senior citizens, usually over 55, can expect all kinds of discounts when traveling in Germany. But the discount should be asked for when paying or making reservations and proof of age may be requested.




  More often than not, senior citizens qualify for reduced admission fees (Ermäßigt) which can mean a saving of 30 to 50% at many sights. Some hotels and other service providers also provide discounts.




  Senior citizens frequently use the railways. Young Germans tend to respect the aged and few old people ever have to haul their own luggage into a train or up to the overhead bins. It is rare having to actually ask for help.




  Children: For many reasons, Germans have famously few children, but the tourism industry is not to blame. Children under 15 travel for free on German railways when accompanied by a parent of grandparent. Children and students pay reduced admission everywhere.




  Most hotels allow children up to 16 years to stay free in their parents’ room. Separate rooms are often available at a steep discount. Many hotels have family rooms. Most restaurants have child seats, although baby-changing tables are not always guaranteed.




  Disabled: Facilities for disabled travelers range from excellent to very limited. Many historic sights are completely inaccessible to the disabled. Some towns and regions have made considerable efforts to improve accessibility, though. It is a good idea to contact the local tourist information offices and inquire about options - many have special brochures with information on the accessibility of sights, restaurants, and hotels.




  

    

       Information Sources


    


  




  Tourist Information: Tourist information is available from the German National Tourist Board (Deutsche Zentrale für Tourismus), Beethovenstrasse 69, 60325 Frankfurt am Main, Germany, www.germanytourism.de. In the USA, contact the German National Tourist Office, 122 East 42nd Street, New York, NY 10168-0072, tel.212-661-7200 or 800-651-7010, fax 212-661-7174, www.cometogermany.com.




  It is also useful to contact the tourist office of the state, listed in each chapter, before narrowing it down to relevant smaller regions and towns. Not all tourist offices are prepared to mail information internationally, but most have useful websites.




  Internet: Most German towns have official websites, usually as www.townname.de. A dash (-) is usually, but not always, used in town names with spaces, e.g., www.badhomburg.de. The German characters ä, ö, ü, and ß are written as ae, oe, ue, and ss in Internet addresses.




  

    

       Language


    


  




  English is widely understood in Germany even if many Germans are unable to express themselves in English. In most hotels and restaurants English-speaking staff can be found. In particularly popular tourist areas such as Bavaria, English is widely spoken. Guided tours are mostly in German, but ask for an English-language sheet when buying tickets, not at the start of tours.




  Although English and German are sister languages, many English speakers find German grammar and pronunciation difficult. German words can be famously long, as a single concept is usually written as a single word. Nouns are always written with a capital.




  German is a phonetic language and all letters are pronounced. The Umlauten ä, ö, and ü change the sound of the vowel, while ß is pronounced like a single “s.” These letters can also be written as ae, oe, ue, and ss, but the reverse is not true. Not all instances of “ss” can be written as ß and Goethe, for example, is never written as Göthe. Also, note that alphabetically the vowels with an Umlaut should be listed as ae, oe, and ue, so for example Düsseldorf should precede Duisburg.




  In this guide, the 1998 language rules are followed. For the sake of simplicity, German nouns and verbs are not declined when used in a mostly English sentence. Similarly, tautology, such as Wartburg Castle and Königssee Lake, may occur for the benefit of non-German speakers.




  



   A Few Useful Words




  



  Following are some words that will help in reading signs and maps.




  Ausgang Exit




  Auto Car




  Bahn Train/railway




  Bahnhof - Station




  Benzin Gas/fuel for a car




  Berg Mountain




  Bitte Please




  Brücke Bridge




  Burg Castle/fortress




  Danke (schön) Thank you




  Denkmal Memorial




  Dom Cathedral




  Eingang Entrance




  Fachwerk Half-timbered




  Fähre Ferry




  Fahrrad Bicycle




  Flughafen Airport




  Fluss River




  Frei Free




  Gaststätte Restaurant (inn)




  Geschlossen Closed




  Hauptbahnhof Main railway station




  Ja (wohl) Yes




  Kein zutritt No admission/do not enter




  Kirche Church




  Kloster Monastery




  Kreuz Cross




  Markt Market (square)




  Meer Sea/ocean




  Nein No




  PKW Car




  Platz Square




  Rathaus Town Hall




  Schloss Castle/palace




  See Lake




  Straße Street




  Straßenbahn Tram




  Tankstelle Gas station




  Weg Way/road




  Zug/züge Train/trains
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 Berlin




  Berlin emerged from the shadows of the Cold War as an exciting destination. Half a century of division left the city with much duplication in terms of museums, galleries, entertainment, and general visitors’ facilities. Although this duplication contributes to the city’s current state of near-bankruptcy, it is a source of undiluted joy for visitors to the German capital.




  Berlin is the most interesting and most diverse of all German cities. It is probably most famous for its division during the Cold War and seeing related sights such as the Brandenburg Gate, Checkpoint Charlie, and a few surviving pieces of the Berlin Wall are priorities for many visitors. Berlin has more than 170 museums covering all genres. After four decades of division, some collections are now again united into world-class presentations. Highlights include the superb Gemäldegalerie (Paintings Gallery) and the excellent Pergamon Museum.




  The return of the federal government to Berlin in the 1990s, led to several grandiose building projects such as the huge, modern Chancellery and the very popular, domed Reichstag that houses the German parliament. While many modern buildings sprung up in the former no-man’s land, several historic buildings are finally being restored. Most of the fabulous Museum Island is either just restored or will be over the next couple of years. The luxurious Adlon Hotel was rebuilt to resemble its pre-War appearance. Unter den Linden, Friedrichstraße, and the Gendarmenmarkt are again vying for the heart and soul of the city.




  Berlin is easy to enjoy. It is not all museums, galleries, and history. It is a great city to stroll in and enjoy the monuments and monumental structures. It is a city that caters for all tastes in culture. It has three opera houses and 135 theaters. Its nightlife is recouping some of the fame of the go-go 1920s and ’30s. Everything, from Mahler to underground heavy metal is available in this city. It also plays host to the annual Love Parade - the world’s largest technotronic music festival.




  Berlin is a large city. With around 3.4 million inhabitants, it is twice the size of Hamburg, Germany’s second-largest city. Geographically, it is huge - 23 miles from north to south, and 27 miles east to west. The area of 347 sq miles is about nine times that of Paris. However, tourist Berlin is much smaller and easily manageable on foot or with public transportation.




   History




  

    	1237 - First written reference to Berlin.




    	1411 - The Hohenzollern family awarded the Margrave of Brandenburg. Soon after erected the Stadtschloss (City Castle) in Berlin as the principle residence of the family until the forced abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II in 1918.




    	1618-1648 - Thirty Years’ War. Berlin reduced to an insignificant town of 6,000 inhabitants.




    	1701 - Brandenburg and Prussia united as the Kingdom of Prussia.




    	1740-86 - Frederick the Great (Friedrich der Große) established Prussia as the fifth European power. Fought the War of Austrian Succession and the Seven Years’ War. Built Sanssouci and Neues Palais in Potsdam.




    	1800 - Berlin, with 200,000 inhabitants, became the third-largest city in Europe.




    	1871 - Berlin became the capital of a united German Empire.




    	1945 - The “eyeless city,” 75% of central Berlin destroyed during World War II. Berlin, an island in Soviet-occupied East Germany, divided into four sectors of occupation.




    	1948-9 - Berlin Blockade: the Soviet Union blocked Western road access to Berlin. West Berlin supplied via air bridge.




    	1949 - West Berlin became part of West Germany; East Berlin became capital of communist East Germany.




    	1961 - East Germany erected the Berlin Wall to prevent citizens fleeing to the richer West Berlin.




    	1963 - President JF Kennedy proclaimed “Ich bin ein Berliner!”




    	1989 - On November 9, the East-West border opened and East Germans streamed into West Berlin.




    	1990 - On October 3, Germany reunited.




    	1999 - Berlin resumed its role as German capital.


  




  Berlin Wall - First Version




  In the early 18th century, King Friedrich Wilhelm I had a wall built around the city to prevent young male Berliners from fleeing the city to avoid military conscription. To the king’s disgust, his own art-loving son tried to flee for that very purpose. The king planned to execute him but was persuaded otherwise by his court. The prince, later referred to as Frederick the Great, was jailed, while his accomplice faced the firing squad.




  

    

       Getting Here


    


  




  By Rail: Berlin has frequent fast rail links to all major German centers. At least hourly trains are available to Hamburg (1h30), Leipzig (1h30), Dresden (2h), Frankfurt (4h), and Munich (6 to 7 hours). Journey times are steadily shortened as more of the former East German railways are upgraded to the high-speed network. The most dramatic changes in coming years should be on the link to Munich.




  Zoologischer Garten Station, mostly referred to as “Zoo,” was the main station in West Berlin and still functions in that capacity. Most intercity trains arrive here, although many also continue to the Ostbahnhof. A new Hauptbahnhof (main station) is being constructed at Lehrter, and will no doubt be open by the time you read this.




  By Road: Good Autobahnen allow for easy and fast traveling times from all parts of Germany. The AVUS part of the Autobahn to the southwest of Berlin was Germany’s first stretch of Autobahn.




  Often the cheapest way to reach Berlin is by bus. The Berlin Linienbus, www.berlinlinienbus.de, has a vast network to many parts of Germany and the rest of Europe. The Zentrale Omnibusbahnhof (ZOB), or Central Bus Station, is at the Messe exhibition grounds and convenient to S-Bahn station Witzleben as well as several bus lines.




  By Air: Despite being the capital of a united Germany for more than a decade, there still are surprisingly few direct flights to Berlin - most intercontinental flights to Germany still go to Frankfurt. Direct flights from Berlin Tegel to the USA are available on Delta (Newark) and Continental (JFK).




  Berlin has two airports, sharing the same information line, tel.0180-500-0186, and www.berlinairport.de. Most flights from Western Europe arrive at Tegel (TXL), 4.8 miles north of the city. Bus transfers cost 2.20 euros, with X9 taking 20 minutes to Zoo station and TXL 25 minutes to Unter den Linden. Taxis to the center cost around 20 euros.




  Most other flights, including budget airlines, fly to the less conveniently located Schönefeld (SXF), 11 miles southeast of the City. A free shuttle bus transfers passengers to the nearby railway station, with connections to the center taking around 40 minutes. Often more convenient is express bus SFX, which runs every 30 minutes between 6 am and 8 pm to Wittenbergplatz (near Zoo Station) and Potsdamer Platz. Schönefeld is expanding and from around 2011 will be the only airport in Berlin.




  

    

       Information Sources


    


  




  Tourist Information: Berlin Tourist Information, tel.030-250-025, www.btm.de, has three major locations in Berlin: Europa Center, close to the Zoologischer Garten station, inside the Brandenburg Gate, and in the basement of the Fernsehturm at Alexanderplatz.




  

    	A Berlin WelcomeCard : The tourist office, S-Bahn ticket offices, and many hotels sell the WelcomeCard. It allows unlimited travel on public transportation in Berlin and Potsdam for 16 euros (48 hours) or 22 euros (72 hours). It also gives discounts on many attractions. A spectacular deal is the Schaulust Museum Pass - unlimited entry on three consecutive days to 70 top museums for a mere 15 euros.


  




  

    

       Getting Around


    


  




  Public Transportation: Berlin has an excellent public transportation network, combining buses, trams, underground (U-Bahn), and commuter trains (S-Bahn) into a single ticket system. Most lines have no services between 1 and 4 am, but some do on weekends, and night buses with restricted schedules run all week.




  Tickets can be bought from machines (most have English) or from the driver at stops without machines. Tickets must be validated before boarding trains or onboard buses and trams. A Kurzstrecke (three train or six bus stops) costs euros 1.20. A single ticket costs euros 2.20 and is valid for two hours in zone AB - transfers, interruptions and round-trip trips are allowed. It is generally worth buying a Tageskarte (unlimited day ticket) at euros 5.60 should you plan to use the system more than twice. The honor system is generally used, but buses must be boarded in the front and tickets shown after 8 pm.




 



  By Taxi: Taxis have a fairly good reputation but can be pricey. The base rate is 2.50 euros. When going only a short distance - up to 1.2 miles or five minutes, whichever comes first - it costs euros 3, but only if you tell the driver Kurzstrecke (short distance) when boarding. Taxis can be hailed, but more easily found at stands nears stations or hotels. You can also ask any shop, restaurant, or hotel to call a taxi for you. There are several companies, but Würfel-Funk has a toll free number, tel.0800-222-2255.
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       Sightseeing


    


  




  For the last 50 years or so, Berlin was without a real center, making it still relatively hard to get a grip on the layout of the city. For the sake of simplicity, the sights below are grouped into six geographic areas: the areas around Zoo Station and Tiergarten in the former West Berlin; Unter den Linden, Museum Island, and Friederichstraße in the former East Berlin; and Potsdamer Platz, mostly in no-man’s land during the Cold War.




  When sightseeing, bear in mind that distances in Berlin can be large. Walking is not a realistic option from Zoo to Unter den Linden, for example, but walking is the best option once you’re in a specific area.




  Berlin has more than 170 museums; some are mentioned under the specific geographical areas, but they’re described in more detail in the special museum section that follows.




  




  Zoo Station Area




  The Zoologischer Garten Station area, more often simply referred to as Zoo Station, used to be the commercial heart and life of West Berlin. It is still a bustling area at all hours, but some of the glamour has faded as most investments during the 1990s were ploughed into the newly fashionable areas of East Berlin. However, in recent years, the area again experienced growth, with new hotels and upgraded shopping facilities.
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  Kurfürstendamm




  



  



  Right in front of Zoo Station is Breits­heidplatz, a popular meeting and hangout place for people of all ages. From here, two of Berlin’s busiest shopping streets spread out, the wide, tree-lined Kurfürstendamm to the west and Tauentzienstraße, with the famous Kadewe store, to the east. The Kurfürstendamm was laid out as a four-line boulevard similar to the Champs Elysées by Otto von Bismarck. Although Germany has more memorials to Bismarck than any other single figure, Berlin - typically - denied him up to the present a statue on the one street where he really wanted one!




  One of the enduring symbols of West Berlin, the Kaiser Wilhelm Gedächtniskirche (Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church), Breitscheidplatz, tel.030-218-5023, www.gedaechtniskirche.com, was built at the end of the 19th century and almost completely destroyed during World War II. After the war, it was decided to leave the bombed-out tower as a reminder of war’s destructiveness. A small, very modern church and tower of blue glass bricks was built next to it between 1959 and 1961. English services are held Sundays, usually at 10 am. The modern church is open daily from 9 am to 7 pm. The Memorial Hall in the bombed-out tower, which has some remarkably intact mosaics depicting events in the life of the Kaiser, is open Monday to Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm. Admission is free.




  Behind the Memorial Church is the 1960s Europa Center, the glitziest shopping center in town when the city was still split. Nowadays, it appears a bit dated, although some of the almost 100 boutiques and other small shops are still popular, especially with the younger crowd. Inside is a 43-ft water clock; the revolving Mercedes Benz star on the roof is a three ft taller.




  Berlin’s Zoologischer Garten (Zoological Gardens), Hardenberger Platz, tel.030-254-010, is home to more than 1,400 species, including pandas. It is large by European standards and a pleasant divergence from more serious sightseeing. The main entrance is directly opposite Zoo Station with a side entrance across the road from the Europa Center. It is open daily from 9 am until dark (latest entry 6:30 pm). Admission is 10 euros.




  



  Tiergarten




  Tiergarten is a 714-acre park in the heart of Berlin. In the 17th century, it was a hunting ground of the Elector, but during the 19th century it was converted to its present English-style park. It is a popular venue for outdoor activities of all kinds.




  Just south of the park is the Bauhaus Archive-Berlin, Klingelhöferstraße 14, tel.030-254 00 20, www.bauhaus.de. The Berlin archives cover all stages of the Bauhaus School of Design from 1919 until its forced demise in 1933. The personal belongings and collections of drawings and books from the estates of Walter Gropius, Georg Muche, and Herbert Bayer are housed here. The museum is open Wednesday to Monday from 10 am to 5 pm. Admission is 4 euros.




  A wide boulevard cuts through the park, ending at the Brandenburg Gate. It is called Straße des 17. Juni (Street of 17 June) to commemorate the 1953 uprising of East German workers against the communist regime. The uprising received no backing from the Western powers and was brutally put down by Soviet forces. In the center of a large roundabout is the almost 230-ft-tall Siegessäule (Victory Column) at Großer Stern, tel.030-391-2961, with a gold-plated statue of Victory, completed in 1873 shortly after the unification of Germany. It originally stood in front of the Reichstag, but the Nazis had it moved to the middle of the Tiergarten in anticipation of victory parades to come. Open daily from 9:30 am to 6:30 pm. Admission is euros 2.20.




  Schloss Bellevue in Spreeweg was built in the 18th century by the younger brother of Frederick the Great. It is the official residence of the president of Germany and not open to the public. The gardens may be visited when the president is not in residence.




  Nearby, in John Foster Dulles Allee, is a Glockenspiel (Carillon) with 68 bells, one of the largest in Europe. It plays daily at noon and 6 pm. Free concerts are held Sundays at 3 pm between May and 3 October, and at 2 pm on Advent Sundays and Christmas Day.




  The Bundeskanzleramt (Chancellery) is an enormous, modern square building on the banks of, and even crossing, the River Spree. It is a bit of an embarrassment of riches but a very impressive sight, in stark contrast to the low-key federal structures previously built in Bonn.
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  Bundeskanzleramt




  



  Built between 1884 and 1894 to house the Imperial parliament, the Reichstag, Platz der Republik, tel.030-2273-2152, www.bundestag.de, burned down in 1933. Hitler blamed the communists and used the opportunity to ban them, as well as several others, from parliament. He thereby obtained a majority and seized power. Since 1998, the restored building, with a new larger glass dome designed by Sir Norman S Forster, housed the Deutscher Bundestag (German Federal Parliament). Two spiral walkways lead to the top of the glass dome, offering fine views of Berlin. A mirrored glass cone makes it possible to look into the Bundestag, the lower house of the German parliament. The hugely popular dome is open daily from 8 am to midnight, with the last admission at 10 pm. Mornings before 9 am and afternoons around 5 pm are generally less crowded. Admission is free, but expect airport-style security. Although currently still a must-see venue in Berlin, if time is limited and the lines are long, few would regret spending time elsewhere instead.
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  Unter den Linden




  The Brandenburger Tor (Brandenburg Gate), Pariser Platz, is the symbol of Berlin. Built between 1788 and 1791, it was damaged, but not destroyed, during World War II. It has since been restored various times - the last restoration, to repair the damage done by the previous three restorations, was completed in 2002. It is the only remaining gate of the original 14 that provided access to the city.
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  Brandenburger Tor




  



  



  After years of quibbling over the site and design of the Holocaust Memorial, Cora-Berliner-Straße 1, tel.030-2639-4336, www.stiftungdenkmal.de, it has finally been completed on a site south of the Brandenburg Gate. The memorial, designed by Peter Eisenman, consists of huge concrete slabs - some as high as 15 ft - placed in close proximity to each other so walking solo will be the only way through.




  

    

      	A handy brochure, “Discover Jewish Berlin,” is available from the tourist office.


    


  




  



  In 1647, the Great Elector planted six rows of lime trees along the road connecting his city palace and the Tiergarten. The road, about two-thirds of a mile, soon became known as Unter den Linden (Under the Lime Trees). The Nazis once cut the trees down, planning to replace them with Nazi banners, but protests were so livid even the masters of the Third Reich had to yield and replace the trees. Unter den Linden stretches from the Brandenburg Gate to Museum Island. Several cafés and restaurants of all price ranges line the street, together with embassies, fashionable shops, souvenir stalls, and luxury car showrooms.




  The Hotel Adlon faces the Brandenburg Gate at Pariser Platz. It originally opened in 1907 as the first grand hotel of an international standard in Berlin. It became the residence of choice for visiting royalty, politicians, entertainers, and other wealthy visitors.
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  Marlene Dietrich was discovered here. Greta Garbo desired to be left alone here. Einstein was a guest. Hitler and the Nazis generally shunned it and as a result, it became known as Little Switzerland during the Nazi era. It miraculously survived the bombings of World War II, but burned down shortly afterwards under still unexplained circumstances. Shortly after the fall of the Wall, the Kempinski Group acquired the site and successfully erected a copy of the original. It opened in 1996 and again became the best temporary address in town.




  The new French and British Embassies are nearby. The new American one, supposed to be constructed between the Adlon and the Brandenburg Gate, is still in a planning phase. However, the most interesting embassy building on Unter den Linden is the Russian Embassy at Number 63-65. It is in a Neo-Classical, monumental Stalinist style and was one of the first major buildings erected in East Berlin after World War II. Nowadays the red, white and blue Russian flag is flown, but the hammer and sickle can still be seen on some detailing.




  The Deutsche Guggenheim Berlin at Unter den Linden 13-15, 10117 Berlin-Mitte, tel.030-202 09 30, www.deutscheguggenheimberlin.de, houses alternating exhibitions from Modernism to contemporary art. It is open daily from 11 am to 8 pm (10 pm on Thursdays). Admission is euros 3; free on Monday.




  Berlin has three major universities, four academies of arts, and 10 universities of applied sciences, but the most famous and oldest is Humboldt University, Unter den Linden 7. More than 20 Nobel Prize winners studied here. Famous students included Marx, Engels, Lenin, and the Grimm brothers. Einstein taught here. The original buildings were erected during the reign of Fredrick the Great. His equestrian statue in front of the main building was originally banished to Sanssouci Park in Potsdam by the communist regime.




  Bebelsplatz was one of the sites where the Nazis burned books by undesirable authors. To commemorate the event a small window in the floor in the center of the square looks down on a room with empty bookshelves. Nearby, signs quote the famous words by German poet Heinrich Heine: “Where books are burned soon people will also burn.” His works were also banned due to his Jewish heritage.




  St Hedwigskatedrale (St Hedwig’s Cathedral), Bebelsplatz, tel.030-203-4810, was built between 1747 and 1773 as a Roman Catholic church following Frederick the Great’s annexation of Catholic Silesia. It was the only church constructed by him - he was very much in favor of freedom of religion as well as the freedom to pay for your own house of prayer. It is built in a style resembling the Pantheon in Rome. Opening hours are weekdays from 10 am to 5 pm and Sundays from 1 to 5 pm.




  The Staatsoper, Unter den Linden 5, www.staatsoperberlin.org, was constructed in 1742 and is considered by many the most beautiful building that Frederick the Great erected in Berlin. Early in World War II, it burned down after an air raid, but was rebuilt in a rush to restore morale and the new Oper was ready for bicentennial celebrations. It was bombed again in 1945 but rebuilt. Of the three opera houses in Berlin, this one is the oldest and most popular. Tours are 4 euros - times are posted at the door.




  Across the road is the Classical Neue Wache, Unter den Linden 4. It changed designations several times but is currently the official German memorial for the victims of war and tyranny worldwide. It has a copy of a famous sculpture by Käthe Kollwitz of a mother mourning over her dead child.




  The 1695 Zeughaus (Armory) is the oldest building on Unter den Linden. It houses the German Historic Museum, which should be open by the time you read this.




  



  Museuminsel




  Museum Island was the center of Berlin during the Hohenzollern era. The area housed not only their principal residence and church, but, from the mid-19th century onwards, five large Neo-Classical museum buildings. (See Museums below for more on these.)




  The Berliner Dom (Berlin Cathedral), Am Lustgarten, tel.030-2026-9119, was constructed between 1894 and 1905 in a Neo-Renaissance style and is the largest 19th-century Protestant building in Germany. The vault, hardly worth seeing, contains the sarcophagi and gravestones of 100 Hohenzollerns. Short organ concerts are offered on some afternoons - schedules are posted at the entrance. The church is open from April to September, Monday to Saturday, from 9 am to 8 pm, Sundays and public holidays from noon to 8 pm. October to March, it closes at 7 pm. Admission is euros 5.




  Across the road from the Dom was the location of the Stadtschloss (Town Palace), the principal residence of the Hohenzollern family since the 15th century. The palace survived World War II with remarkably little damage, but was demolished by the East German regime in 1950. Plans are currently afoot to rebuild the palace.




  Across the Spree River is the gleaming copper Palast der Republik (Palace of the Republic). This amazing building housed the East German parliament from 1975 onwards. It was a true people’s palace, with cultural forums and even a fitness center. Shortly after the Wende (the Change), the unification of Germany in 1990, the building was closed to clean up asbestos used during construction. It has since been decided to destroy the building. However, only when it is actually demolished will that be certain!




  The origins of Berlin are in the Nikolaiviertel (Nicholas Quarters). Many of the buildings here were already restored during the communist era. The Nikolaikirche (Nicholas Church), Poststraße 13, tel. 030-2400-2162, dates back to 1220, although it was altered to Late Gothic in the 15th century. It is the oldest church in Berlin. It is open Tuesday to Sunday from 10 am to 6 pm. Nearby is the red-brick Berlin Rathaus (Town Hall).
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  Nikolaikirche




  



  



  Berlin’s highest structure is the 1,207-ft Fernsehturm (Television Tower), Panoramastraße 1A, tel.030-242-3333, www.berlinfernsehturm.de. It was built using Swedish technology and opened in 1969. The rotating restaurant Telecafé at 678 ft offers the best aerial views of Berlin, with a complete turn every half-hour. It also offers a chance to experience a bit of East Germany as it was in the ’70s. The observation platform is open from March to October daily, 9 am to 1 am, and November to February, 10 am to 12 pm. Admission is 7 euros.




  With the pre-war hotspots of Unter den Linden and Friedrichstraße being too close to the Wall for comfort, the government of the German Democratic Republic planned Alexanderplatz to become the life and soul of East Berlin. Today this huge square and the large square socialist-style buildings in the immediate vicinity are often devoid of human life and a depressing sight. Karl-Marx-Allee is lined with communist-era monumental buildings. A few blocks away are examples of the huge, low-rise apartment blocks known as Plattenbau, which were favored by the communist-era central planners.




  




  Friedrichstraße




  Gendarmenmarkt is one of Berlin’s most beautiful public squares. It has two similar looking cathedrals dating from the early 18th century as well as the 1818 Konzerthaus (Concert Hall), home of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra. A statue of Friedrich Schiller is in front of the hall.




  The Deutscher Dom (German Cathedral), Gendarmenmarkt 1, tel.030-2273-0431, was destroyed during World War II but rebuilt in the 1990s. The outside followed the original design, but the inside is thoroughly modern and used as an exhibition space by the German Parliament. The exhibition is open on Tuesdays from 10 am to 10 pm, Wednesdays to Sundays 10 am to 6 pm (7 pm in June, July and August). Admission is free.




  The French Cathedral (Französischer Dom), tel.030-229-1760, www.franzoesischerdomberlin.de, was built for the Huguenots who had fled France and were welcomed in Prussia in the late-17th century. The tower houses a Huguenot museum and a lookout platform. The cathedral and lookout platform are open daily from 9 am to 7 pm, the museum Tuesday to Saturday from noon until 5 pm, Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm.




  The presence of the Huguenots also gave rise to the lovely Quartier area between the square and Friedrichstraße. These three blocks house very upmarket stores, including a Galleries Lafayette and are well worth seeing even if you’re not on a shopping spree.




  Checkpoint Charlie gained notoriety as one of the places where the Cold War was at its hottest. Although not the only crossing point, it was the best known. The famous scene of a Russian tank speeding up, then breaking sharply to stop barely inches from the borderline occurred here. Today the guardhouse of the West is still in place but as a monument and background prop for tourist pictures. The large signboard, “You are leaving the American Sector,” is a copy - the original is in the Museum Haus am Checkpoint Charlie. (See Museum section below for details.)




  A good 15 minutes walk from here, but absolutely worth it, is the Berlin Jüdisches Museum (Jewish Museum). (See Museum section for details.)




  




  Potsdamer Platz




  Potsdamer Platz was the densest traffic point in pre-war Berlin. It had the first traffic light in Germany - a copy can be seen. It was heavily bombed during the war, then was in no-man’s land for four decades, and only developed again in the 1990s. It is very modern now, with the tallest buildings in Berlin.




  The most impressive is the Sony Center, which houses not only Sony’s European headquarters but also several restaurants and the impressive Berlin Film Museum. The magnificent roof has been described as tent and sail-like, but is actually intended to represent Mt Fuji.




  Nearby is the Kulturforum (Cultural Forum) with several museums and concert halls. The most impressive is the Gemäldegalerie (Picture Gallery) and the 1960s Philharmonie, home of Germany’s most famous symphony orchestra, the Berlin Philharmonie.




  It is possible to follow the line of the former Berlin Wall from Potsdamer Platz towards Checkpoint Charlie. En route is an interesting open-air exhibition, Topographie des Terrors (Topography of Terror), Niederkirchnerstraße 8, 10963 Berlin, tel.030-2548-6703. It documents the history of the Nazis’ Secret Police, the SS, and other security operations of the Third Reich. The exhibition is mainly photos and a permanent museum will eventually be built. Behind the exhibition is a large remaining part of the Berlin Wall. The site is open daily, October to April from 10 am to dusk (6 pm at the latest), rest of the year 10 am to 8 pm. Admission and English audio guides are free. (The nearby Finanzamt is the only Nazi-era building in Berlin that survived virtually intact.)




  




  Museums & Galleries




  Berlin has more than 170 museums and art galleries, ranging from prehistoric archeological finds to contemporary art. The most important collections are in the 16 National Museums in Berlin but some others are also well worth a visit. Split for more than half a century, the various collections of East and West Berlin are again being united into single world-class exhibitions.




  



  National Museums in Berlin (Staatliche Museen zu Berlin - SMB)




  The 16 SMB museums are located in different areas but all share the same visitors’ contact information: Berlin State Museums, tel.030-2090-5555, www.museenberlin.de. Opening hours are Tuesday to Sunday, from 10 am to 6 pm (minor exceptions are noted where applicable).




  On Thursday, the Neue Nationalgalerie, Gemäldegalerie, Pergamonmuseum, Alte Nationalgalerie, Ägyptisches Museum, and Antikensammlung im Alten Museum are open until 10 pm with free admission after 6 pm.




  The 16 SMB venues are clustered in four major geographical centers, Museum Island (12 euros), Kulturforum (8 euros), Charlottenburg (6 euros), and Dahlem (6 euros). The admission fees give access to all museums in the area for the day. Children up to 16-years old have free admission.




  If time or interest is limited, give priority to the Pergamon Museum and the Gemäldegalerie.




  



  Museum Island
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  Altes Museum




  



  The traditional location of museums in Berlin is on the northern half of Museum Island, recently declared a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site. Up to 70% of the buildings here were destroyed during World War II and major construction work is being undertaken to repair and refurbish the museums. All museums here are either closed or will be for reconstruction work during the next five years.




  




  The oldest museum here is the appropriately named Altes Museum (Old Museum), Lustgarten, which has been in existence since 1830. The permanent collection consists mainly of Greek and Roman art and sculpture. The main attraction - Etruscan art - will only be on display after completion of the rebuilding.




  TheÄgyptisches Museum und Papyrussammlung (Egyptian Museum and Papyrus Collection), recently moved from Charlottenburg to the top floor of the Altes Museum. (It will move to the Neueus Museum around 2009.) It is a collection of royal ancient Egyptian art from around 3,000 BC up to the Roman Period. The works of art from the time of King Akhenaton (around 1340 BC) are internationally famous. The limestone and plaster bust of Queen Nefertiti, with its original bright, unretouched colors, is a continuous source of fascination and arguably the most famous Egyptian piece in Germany.




  The Neues Museum (New Museum) was virtually destroyed during World War II and has been under reconstruction since 1986. Once completed, it will house the Egyptian collections as well as the Museum of Pre- and Early History, currently in Charlottenburg.




  The Alte Nationalgalerie (Old National Galley), Bodestraße, houses a collection of 19th- and early 20th-century art. Both German and French artists from this period are well represented.




  The Neo-Baroque building of the Bode Museum, entrance from Monbijou Bridge, should be reopened after renovations by the time you read this. It houses the Museum of Late Antiquity and Byzantine Art, the Numismatic Collection, a collection of painting and sculpture from the Middle Ages to the late-18th century, and a children’s gallery.




  The monolithic building of the Pergamonmuseum, Am Kupfergraben, opened in 1930 and currently houses several museums and collections - all included on the same admission ticket. These are the true jewels in the crown of Berlin’s vast collections. Complete temples, market gates, and processional streets are rebuilt here. The Classical Antiquities Collection includes the Pergamon Altar with a second-century BC Hellenic frieze depicting the battle between the gods and the giants. An outstanding example of Roman art is the Market Gate of Miletus. The Museum of Islamic Art includes, in addition to smaller items of applied arts, large works such as the Mschatta Façade from eighth-century Jordan, the 17th-century Aleppo Room of painted wood paneling, and wall ceramics. The Museum of Ancient Near Eastern Antiquities includes the Ishtar Gate, a magnificent blue-tiled Processional Way, and the façade of the throne hall of King Nebuchadnezzar II (604-562 BC). Further exhibits from Sumeria, Babylonia, Assyrian, Iraq, Syria, and Turkey complete this display of 6,000 years of history. Admission to the Pergamonmuseum includes an excellent free audio guide in English. If you have time for only one museum in Berlin, make it this one.




  



  Kulturforum




  At the southeast corner of the Tiergarten, a mere two blocks from the ultramodern high-rise buildings of Potsdamer Platz, is the Kulturforum. This area houses, among others, the Philharmonie concert hall, the State Institute of Musicology together with the Museum of Musical Instruments, the Berlin branch of the National Library, and several national museums.




  The largest and most important museum here is the superb Gemäldegalerie (Picture Gallery), Matthäi­kirchplatz, which opened in 1998 to display works from previously divided collections. It is one of the largest and most impressive collections of European paintings from the 13th to 18th centuries in the world. Around 1,500 works are on permanent display, including works by Bruegel, Dürer, Rembrandt, Vermeer, Rubens, Rafael, Titian, and Caravaggio. The main gallery has 72 rooms, divided into two main sections: Italian paintings and Dutch-German paintings. An octagonal room is at the center of the museum displaying some of the 16 works by Rembrandt. Comfortable footwear is recommended - seeing all the rooms requires a 1.3-mile walk. Thursdays open until 10 pm.




  In the same building as the Gemäldegalerie are the Kunstgewerbemuseum (Applied Arts) and the Kupferstichkabinett (Museum of Prints and Drawings). The former exhibits European arts and crafts from the Middle Ages to the present, including costumes, furniture, porcelain, and gold and silversmith work. In the basement is an exhibition of 20th-century industrial products. The Kupferstichkabinett is a graphic collection with 80,000 drawings and more than half a million printed graphic sheets. The collection includes works by Dürer, Breughel, Rembrandt, and Picasso. If seen separately from other museums admission is 4 euros for each of these museums. On weekends, both are open only from 11 am.




  The oldest building in the Kulturforum is the 1968 Neue Nationalgalerie, Potsdamer Straße 50. The building was designed by Mies van de Rohe of the Bauhaus school and houses Expressionists, Bauhaus, New Objectivity, and post-1945 art.




  Not in the Kulturforum itself, but just a short subway ride away, is the Hamburger Bahnhof Museum for Contemporary Art, Invalidenstraße 50-51, near S-Bahn station Lehrter. It exhibits post-1960s works ranging from paintings, sculpture, and graphics to multimedia, room and light installations from the second half of the 20th century. Featured artists include Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, Anselm Kiefer, and representatives of minimalist art. The bookshop is impressive too. On weekends open only from 11 am and Saturday open until 10 pm. Admission is not included with the rest of the Kulturforum and is 8 euros.




  



  Charlottenburg




  While the city was divided, the Baroque Palace Charlottenburg was a major attraction in West Berlin. However, since Die Wende, it has lost much of its appeal to the more elaborate palaces in Potsdam and some of its collections have moved to other parts of the city as well. The area still houses several major national museums, although in coming years two more are heading Museum Island’s way.
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  Schloss Charlottenburg, Luisenplatz, tel.0331-969-4202, is the largest remaining Hohenzollern palace. It represents court art and culture in the Brandenburg-Prussian monarchy from the 17th to 19th centuries. The Old Palace is open Tuesday to Friday from 9 am to 5 pm, and weekends from 10 am to 5 pm. Admission is 8 euros and includes a compulsory guided tour. The New Wing is open Tuesday to Friday from 10 am to 6 pm and weekends from 11 am to 6 pm. Admission is euros 5. (A two-day pass for Charlottenburg and Potsdam palaces is available at 12 euros.)




  The Museum für Vor- und Frühgeschichte (Pre- and Early History), Langhans Building next to Charlottenburg Palace, houses a major collection of European and Ancient Near East artifacts from the earliest beginnings to the early Middle Ages. A highlight of the collection is works of gold, ceramics, and weaponry from the legendary city of Troy, rediscovered by Heinrich Schliemann in 1870. The display of Germanic jewelry from the migration period is also impressive. The entire museum will move to Museum Island in 2009.




  The Heinz Berggruen Collection, Westlicher Stülerbau, Schlossstraße, consists of a collection of paintings and sculpture from the Modernist period. More than 70 pieces by Picasso form the center of the exhibition that also includes works by Klee, Cezanne, Matisse, and Van Gogh. On weekends, it is open only from 11 am.




  



  Dahlem




  The third-largest museum complex in Berlin is located somewhat off the beaten track in Dahlem, in the southwestern corner of the city. The focus here is on non-European cultures. The first three museums are housed in the same complex at Lansstraße 8 close to U-Bahnstation Dahlem Dorf.




  The Museum für Indische Kunst (Indian Art) covers over 3,000 years of Indian art and culture with sculpture and reliefs in bronze, stone, and terracotta documenting the different religions from the subcontinent. In addition, a large collection of wall paintings and sculptures from Buddhist cave monasteries and temples along the Silk Road is on display.




  In the Museum für Ostasiatische Kunst (East Asian Art) fine and applied arts from China, Korea, and Japan are exhibited in three individual country-specific galleries surrounding a central hall with Buddhist items common to all three cultures. The museum has an outstanding collection of calligraphy as well as Japanese woodcut prints.




  With more than a half-million items, the Museum für Völkerkunde (Etnology) has one of the largest collections of its kind in the world. The focus is on pre-industrial cultures, mainly outside Europe. Permanent displays are augmented by frequently changing temporary exhibitions. The museum also has a large collection of sound recordings and documentary photographs taken by European explorers at the end of the 19th century.




  In contrast to the other museums in Dahlem the nearby Museum Europäischer Kulturen (European Cultures), Im Winkel 6-8, focuses on Europe itself. The emphasis is on themes common to different cultures in Europe. Pictures play a major role in the exhibits, especially the way pictures moved away from religious and official institutions into common people’s homes and everyday lives.




  



  Other Museums




  The Zeughaus Histor­isches Museum (German History), Unter den Linden 2, tel.030-20 30 40, www.dhm.de, houses a permanent exhibition on German history from the Middle Ages to the present. It has a collection of over 700,000 items. Excellent temporary exhibitions on a wide range of topics are housed in the annex designed by I.M. Pei. Exhibitions here are open daily from 10 am to 6 pm and admission is generally around euros 2; Monday free. The permanent exhibition should be open by the time you read this.




  The Filmmuseum Berlin, Sony Center am Potsdamer Platz, Potsdamer Straße 2, tel.030-300-9030, www.filmmuseumberlin.de, explains the history of the German film industry with a strong emphasis on the early days when Berlin could still challenge Hollywood. The permanent collection includes the estate of Marlene Dietrich - several dresses as well as her travel luggage (not up to modern aviation limits!) are on display. Das Kabinett des Dr Caligaris is screened non-stop and some of Leni Riefenstahl’s brilliant documentaries, used to great effect by the Nazi propaganda machine, are shown. Opening hours are Tuesday to Sunday from 10 am to 6 pm (Thursday until 10 pm). Admission is 6 euros. (Museumpass not valid.)




  At the famous Checkpoint Charlie is the very interesting and popular Mauermuseum (Wall Museum), Friedrichstr. 43-45, tel.030-253-7250. It focuses on the Berlin Wall and the role of Berlin in the Cold War but newer exhibitions cover non-violent struggles for human rights throughout the world. The most popular exhibits include radios, cars, and wind surfers used during escape attempts from East Germany. The original sign “You are leaving the American sector” is inside the museum - the one outside is a copy. Opening hours are very convenient: daily from 9 am to 10 pm. Admission is a rather steep 9.50 euros and museum passes are not valid. The museum is interesting and very popular but, given the steep admission price, you may leave wondering if they could have shown more - especially if you have visited the excellent free Forum of Contemporary History in Leipzig.




  Jüdisches Museum (Jewish), Lindenstraße 9, tel.030-2599-3300, www.jmberlin.de, is the largest of its kind in Europe and drew over a million visitors in its second year of existence. The zinc-plated building was designed by Daniel Libeskind. This is not primarily a holocaust museum, but rather covers all aspects of Jewish history and culture in Germany. It is open daily from 10 am to 8 pm (until 10 pm on Mondays). Admission is euros 5 and you should expect airport-style security. A small kosher restaurant is on the premises.




  

    

       Cultural Events


    


  




  No German city has more cultural offerings than Berlin. The ­half-century of division left many parallel structures and, despite the city’s dire finances, no politician dares touch cultural institutions for fear of being branded a cultural philistine.




  Berlin is the only city in the world with three large and widely known opera houses. Another 135 theaters offer entertainment ranging from high culture to stand-up comedy. Musicals, revues, varieté, cabaret, comedy, opera, classical music, and theater are staged all over Berlin.




  The most famous high-culture venues in the former West are the Philharmonie and Kammermusiksaal, Herbert von Karajanstraße 1, tel.030-2548-8132 - the home of the famous Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Deutsche Oper Berlin, Bismarckstraße 35, tel. 030-343-8401. In the former East, in lovely restored historic venues, are the Konzerthaus Berlin, Gendarmenmarkt 2, tel. 030-20309-2101 - home of the Berlin Symphonic Orchestra, the Staatsoper, Unter den Linden 5, tel. 030-2035-4555, and the Komische Oper Berlin, Behrenstraße 55, tel.030-4799-7400.




  Tickets are often priced reasonably, but a surcharge is often required for prior bookings. The Tourist Office can make reservations, often at no fee, either in person or by phone at tel. 030-250-025. Reservations can also be made at www.ticketonline.de.




  Listings of events are available from the tourist office, and free publications can be found in most hotels, including city guides.




  




  Brandenburg Summer Concerts




  In 1990, shortly after the Wende, a group of West Berliners, long isolated from their provincial neighbors, started to organize concerts in historic Brandenburg venues. The Brandenburg Summer Concerts are held on Sundays from June to September, usually accompanied by a sightseeing program. Bus transfers are available from Berlin to the respective venues. For reservations, contact the Kartenbüro der Brandenburgischen Sommer­konzerte, Tempelhofer Weg 39-47, 10829 Berlin, tel.030-­7895-7940, www.brandenburgischesommerkonzerte.de.




  Since 1951, Berlin has hosted the Berlinale, one of Europe’s largest film festivals. However, seeing a movie in Germany in English is often a challenge as virtually all movies are dubbed into German. Berlin is, fortunately, one of the few German cities where English movies can be seen fairly regularly. Listings with OmU means the movie has original sound with German subtitles and OF means original version. The best bet for English movies is CineStar in the Sony Center, Potsdamer Platz, tel.030-2606-6400, www.cinestar.de.




  Virtually all theater and shows are in German only, but English stand up comedy is scheduled every third Tuesday of the month in Kookaburra, Schönhauser Allee 184, tel.030-4862-3186, www.comedyclub.biz.




  

    

       Shopping


    


  




  Berlin has good shopping opportunities and the newly fashionable shops in the old East are especially popular with the well-heeled. Some of the best shops are still in the former West.




  



  West




  The Europa Center, Tauentzienstraße 9, tel.030-2649-5851, www.24ec.de, used to be the glitziest shopping center in West Berlin, but has grown a bit stale of late. It contains about 100 businesses, including many small boutiques and restaurants.




  KaDeWe (Kaufhaus des Westens), Tauentzienstraße 21-24, tel.030-21-210, www.kadewe.de, is a large department store dating back to the early 1900s. It sells almost 400,000 items and is the largest department store in continental Europe. It has the largest food department in Europe, selling 33,000 items, including 400 kinds of bread. Around 80,000 visitors per day mean that it is always crowded.




  Kurfürstendamm, www.kurfuerstendamm.de, is lined with restaurants and shops selling mainly clothes, books, and jewelry. It is the most famous shopping street in West Berlin, but Wilmersdorfer Straße actually has a longer tradition and is the place where Berliners themselves are more likely to shop.




  



  Mitte




  For all its fame and beauty, Unter den Linden itself has surprisingly few shops. The largest shop here is Automobile Forum, tel.030-2092-1200, the massive show room of the Volkswagen group, that includes not only VW, but also Skoda, Seat, Bugatti, a nd Bentley. Around the corner is Audi Forum, Friederichstraße 83, tel. 030-2063-5200.




  The best shops are in the side streets, especially in Friedrichstraße, www.friedrichstrasse.de, and the Gendarmenmarkt area. Quartier 206, Friedrichstraße 71, tel.030-2094-6240, is a lovely three-block shopping center. There are high-class boutiques and equally stylish marble furnishings here. It is worth seeing even if you’re not shopping. It is connected through basement passages to Galleries Lafayette, Friedrichstraße 76, tel. 030-209-480, which has some small bistros in the basement in addition to the more traditional department store on the upper floors.




  Potsdamer Platz has many shopping opportunities, including the Sony Style Store, Potsdammer Straße 4, as well as Arkaden, tel.030-255-9270, a mall with more than 120 shops and restaurants.




  The area around Hackescher Markt on the north bank of the Spree River is newly fashionable and a popular meeting place. In addition to the many restaurants and bars, the recently restored Art Nouveau Hackescher Höfe complex is particularly popular. The cheerful, green figure used in East Germany at traffic lights, the Ampelmänn­chen, has a cult following. The Ampelmann Gallerie Shop, Hackesche Höfe 5, Rosenthaler Straße 40, tel.030-4404-8809, www.ampelmann.de, sells souvenirs of all kinds adorned with this figure.




  The Nikolaiviertel, near Museum Island, has manysmall shops selling mainly clothes and art. The area, the oldest in Berlin, has been beautifully restored and is a pleasant place to stroll in even when not on a shopping spree.




  



  Antiques




  Berlin has a surprising number of antique shops offering fair prices due to the concentration of competition in the same geographic areas. In Charlottenburg, around 30 shops are located in Suarezstraße (U-Bahn station Sophie-Charlotte-Platz). Many antique shops are in the side streets around Nollendorfplatz. In Mitte, under the covered arches of the S-Bahn railway at Friederichstraße, around 60 antique dealers take part in an antiques market, tel. 030-208-2655. In contrast to most other shops, this market is open on Sunday but closed on Tuesday.




  



  Flea Markets




  Flea markets (Trödelmarkten) are popular in Berlin and mostly held on weekends. The Kunst und Nostalgiemarkt (Art and Nostalgia Market) at the Kupfergraben near the Pergamon Museum has mostly arts and crafts. The Trödelmarkt at Straße des 17. Juni, near Tiergarten S-Bahn stop, sells everything from art to second-hand clothes. Both markets are open weekends from 11 am to 5 pm.




  If the above two markets are too mainstream try the one at John-F-Kennedy Platz in Schöneberg. However, the funkiest market is deeper in the old east at Boxhagener Platz, near U-Bahn station Frankfurter Tor. Both are open Sundays from 9 am to 4 pm.




  

    

       Adventures


    


  




  On Foot




  City Walks: Berlin Insider, tel.030-692-3149, www.insidertour.com, and Berlin Walks, tel.030-301-9194, www.berlinwalks.com, offer daily four-hour walks of Berlin’s most famous sights, with native English-speaking guides. Both operate similar schedules and routes. Reservations are not required. The tours start at Zoo Station at 10 am and 2:30 pm (from November to March mornings only) at 12 euros per person. Insider meets in front of the McDonalds, or 20 minutes later at Hackescher Markt S-Bahn station in front of Coffee Mamas. Berlin Walks meets at the Taxi Stand at Zoo Station or 20 minutes later at the Irish Pub inside Hackescher Markt S-Bahn Station.




  In addition, theme tours are offered during the summer such as tours of the Third Reich and Nazi sights, the Soviet occupation and Cold War sights, as well as Jewish Berlin.




  




  On Wheels




  By Bicycle: Fahrradstation, tel.0180-510-8000 or 030-2045-4500, has several rental shops scattered through Berlin. Generally, the most convenient are in the Hackeschen Höfen, tel.030-2838-4848, and in Bahnhof Friedrichstraße, tel.030-2045-4500.




  Berlin Insider, tel.030-692-3149, www.insidertour.com, conducts four-hour cycling tours of Berlin’s most famous sights. From May to September, the tour starts at 10:30 am (July and August also at 3 pm) from Friedrichstraße Station’s Fahrradverleih-shop. The tour price of 20 euros includes the bicycle rental fee. Reservations are recommended, as the group size is restricted.




  A pleasant do-it-yourself cycling tour is the 10.8-mile Mauerradweg (Wall Cycling Route). It follows part of the route of the former Berlin Wall from U-Bahn station Bornholmer Straße to U-Bahn station Schlesisches tour. En route are remaining pieces of the wall at the Bernauer Straße memorial, Topographie des Terrors, and the East Side Gallery, as well as famous sights such as the Brandenburg Gate and Checkpoint Charlie. The route is in the process of being signposted and a free pamphlet with the route is available from the tourism office.




  Bicycles may be taken on the S- and U-Bahn as well as trams, but that requires an additional Fahrradticket (bicycle ticket).




  Velo taxis operate on four routes: Kurfürstendamm, Tiergarten, Unter den Linden, and Potsdamer Platz. Simply flag one down, or pre-book at tel.0172-328-8888, www.velotaxi.com. The fare is 2.50 euros per kilometer.




  Trabi Safari: Trabi, the nickname of the Trabant, was the most “popular” car produced in East German. Popular, not due to demand, but because it was often the only one available. The smoking, polluting, two-stroke-engine, plastic-bodied cars disappeared from the roads of East Germany as soon as people could get their hands on second-hand Golfs and Opels from the West.




  However, Trabi Safari, tel. 030-2759-2273, www.trabisafari.de, has 15 Trabants available for rent on 45- and 90-minute “Trabi Safaris” through Berlin. An experienced driver shows the ropes - there is more to driving one than turning the key - and then the 15 proceed in convoy from Gendarmenmarkt through Berlin. Trips are scheduled daily from 10 am to midnight and cost from 12 euros per person. (You can pollute Dresden with a Trabi as well.)




  




  On Water




  Berlin is a water-rich city with several lakes, canals, and the confluence of the Rivers Spree and Havel inside the city borders. It has 120 miles of waterways and, with almost a thousand bridges, more than any other European city including Amsterdam and Venice. In addition to regular pleasure cruises and commercial traffic, most of these waters are open to private water sports activities.




  Pleasure Cruises: Several companies offer sightseeing cruises on the rivers and canals of Berlin. Although different tours and routes are offered, virtually all stop at the Schlossbrücke at Museum Island and/or Haus der Kulturen der Welt. Prices are from around euros 5 and up, but there is little price variation between companies for tours of equal length. Unless you have a specific itinerary in mind, simply board the first boat to depart. Most have night and dinner cruises as well.




  The better-known companies include Stern und Kreis Schiffahrt, tel.030-536-3600, www.sternundkreis.de; Reederei Bruno Winkler, tel.030-349-9595, www.ReedereiWinkler.de; and Reederei Riedel, tel.030-691-3782, www.reedereiriedel.de.




  Sailing & Houseboats: Houseboats can be rented in Berlin for cruises in the city, as well as the water-rich surrounding areas. Private charter boats are allowed to moor up to 24 hours at 14 public areas of Berlin for free. For all of Berlin, and for some parts of Brandenburg State, a sports boat license is required for boats stronger than 5 HP. It is best to clear with the rental agents that foreign licenses are accepted prior to reservations.




  Several sailing schools are located on the lakes inside Berlin. Many rent out sailing boats as well as motorboats by the hour or day. If required, most can arrange for a skipper and crew. The organizations listed below are all located in the west of Berlin, where 12 miles of the Havel River and lakes can be sailed unhindered by bridges or sluices between Spandau and Potsdam.




  Marina Lanke-Berlin, Scharfe Lanke 109-131, 13595 Berlin, tel.030-3620-0990, www.marinalanke.de.




  Segelschule Hering, Bielefelder Straße 15, 10709 Berlin, tel.030-861-0701, www.segelschulehering.de.




  Yachtcharter Martin, Nauheimer Straße 43, 14197 Berlin, tel.0171-544-6131, www.yachtchartermartin.de.




  




  In the Air




  Air Service Berlin, tel.030-5321-5321, www.airserviceberlin.de, has several off-beat offers, including the only seaplane in Berlin, a single engine “Duck 01” that takes off from the Spree River and then circles the sights of Berlin. Flight duration is around 30 min and cost is 120 euros. From Berlin-Schönefeld airport, 45-minute flights in a Rosinenbomber (DC3) that was used during the Berlin Airlift of 1948 cost around 130 euros. Helicopter flights range from 50 euros to 120 euros. A few small Zeppelin aircraft fly throughout Germany. When in Berlin, 45-minute flights cost around 300 euros and 70-minute flights 400 euros.




  Berlin High Flyer, in Ebertstraße close to Potsdamer Platz, is one of the world’s largest helium balloons. Every 15 minutes, if the air is calm, it shoots 492 ft up in the air, giving fantastic views of Berlin. No reservations are taken, but tel.030-2266-78811 gives the wind report. In summer, the balloon is in operation from Sunday to Thursday, 10 am to 10 pm, Friday and Saturday from 10 am to 10:30 pm; in Winter from Sunday to Thursday, 11 am to 6 pm, Friday and Saturday, 11 am to 7 pm. Each ride is 20 euros.




  

    

       Where to Stay


    


  




  Berlin has no shortage of hotels and, with the exception of major events, hotel rooms are generally on discount throughout the year. Hotel prices are about half of what a similar room would cost in London and at least a third less than in Paris.




  




  Mitte & East Berlin




  The Adlon Kempinski, right next to the Brandenburg Gate, is the best temporary address in Berlin. The original Adlon miraculously survived World War II, but burned to the ground soon after. Following the reunification of Germany, the Kempinski group rebuilt the hotel in the original style. It reopened in 1996 to great acclaim. The famous, rich, and beautiful people stay and eat here. Bedrooms are spacious and very luxurious; the more expensive ones have views of the Brandenburg Gate. Camera-toting sightseers are generally not welcome. Unter den Linden 77, 10117 Berlin, tel.030-226-10, fax 030-2261-2222, www.hoteladlon.de. ($$$$)




  The Grand Hyatt is a very modern design in harmony with the ultra-modern buildings of Potsdamer Platz. Rooms are luxurious and stylish with a minimalist look.
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  The swimming pool, on the top floor, has superb views. The hotel is popular with film stars, as befits its close location to the Berlin Film Museum. Marlene Dietrich Platz 2, 10785 Berlin, tel.030-2553-1234, fax 030-2553-1235, www.hyatt.com. ($$$$)




  The Westin Grand is well located in the heart of Berlin at the corner of Unter den Linden and Friedrichstraße. The high glass roof impresses, as does the pleasant ambiance. Friedrich­straße 158, 10117 Berlin, tel.030-20-270, fax 030-2027-3362, www.westin.com. ($$$$)
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  Westin Grand




  



  The Hilton is next to the Gendarmenmarkt, with many rooms offering views of the square. Mohrenstraße 30, 10117 Berlin, tel. 030-20-230, fax 030-2023-4269, www.hilton.com. ($$$-$$$$)




  The Maritim proArte is a modern avant-garde designer hotel in the heart of central Berlin. It offers an interesting and more modern-look alternative to the number of more traditional luxury hotels in the area. Friedrichstr. 151, 10117 Berlin, tel. 030-203 35, fax 030-2033-4209, www.maritim.de. ($$$ /$$$$ )




  The Mercure Hotel & Residenz am Checkpoint Charlie combines modern architecture with a classical sandstone building. Rooms are large and well furnished; some with balconies. Checkpoint Charlie and the Mauermuseum are just two blocks away. Schutzenstr. 11, 10117 Berlin, tel. 030-206-320, fax 030-2063-2111, www.mercurecheckpointcharlie.de. ($$$ /$$$$ )




  The Arte Luise Kunst­hotel, close to the Reichstag, offers an interesting alternative to cookie-cutter chain hotels. Even in a city where designer and art hotels are in vogue, the Arte Luise is refreshingly different. Each room is designed by a different artist so the décor ranges from ultra-modern to rather kitschy.
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  Each room style is shown on the website. Rooms on the third floor are more basic with shared toilet facilities. The hotel is next to a busy railway line, but noise is less of a problem in the new annex building. Luisenstraße 19, 10117 Berlin, tel. 030-284-480, fax 030-2844-8448, www.kuenstlerheimluise.de. ($$ /$$$ ; $ /$$ for more basic rooms)




  




  Children Only




  

    Need a break from the kids? Kinderisland can take care of children under 14, from three hours to a week. Overnight stays, from 7 pm to 9 am, cost $59 per child. A 24-hour service is available. Children can be picked up by limousine with bodyguard anywhere in Berlin. ­Baby-sitting can also be arranged at your hotel or residence. Sightseeing tours for children and children’s parties are also available. The staff is conversant in 12 languages. The institution is supported and monitored by the Berlin authorities. Two further children’s hotels are planned for Frankfurt and Munich and should be open in 2007. Eichendorfstraße 17, 10115 Berlin, tel. 030-4171-6928, fax 030-4171-6948, www.kinderinsel.de. ($$)

  




  



  Hotel Unter den Linden is the only tourist class hotel on Berlin’s most famous boulevard. Despite having been renovated since the Wall came down, it still offers some of the dubious charm of a ­communist-era establishment. Staff has been described as indifferent and uninterested. Still, the hotel offers a brilliant location at a reasonably low price. Unter den Linden 14, 10117 Berlin, tel.030-238-110, fax 030-2381-1100, www.hotelunterdenlinden.de. ($$/$$$)




  The Intercity Hotel, at the Ostbahnhof, offers comfortable, well-equipped rooms at reasonable prices. Am Ostbahnhof 5, 10243 Berlin, tel.030-293-680, fax 030-2936-8599, www.berlin.intercityhotel.de. ($$-$$$)




  Nearby, the Ibis Ostbahnhof offers excellent value for money. The hotel is modern, with clean, functional rooms and furniture. An der Schillingbrücke 2, 10243 Berlin, tel.030-257-600, fax 030-2576-0333, www.accorhotels.com. ($-$$)




  




  West




  The privately run Grand Hotel Esplanade is the top hotel in the former western part of Berlin. The building is a thoroughly modern design and the hotel is filled with modern art. Lützowufer 15, 10785 Berlin, tel.030-254-780, fax 030-254-788-222, www.esplanade.de. ($$$$)




  The Palace Hotel is a very luxurious spot next to the Europa Center. Rooms are individually furnished, and many have views of the adjacent zoo or Kaiser Wilhelm Gedächtniskirche. Budapester Straße 45, 10787 Berlin, tel.030-250-20, fax 030-2502-1119, www.palace.de. ($$$$)
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  Palace Hotel, corner suite




  



  The Swissôtel is a high-rise, post-modern design facing Berlin’s most famous shopping boulevard. While many new luxury hotels opened in the former eastern parts of Berlin, this 2001 hotel is one of very few new luxury hotels in the former West Berlin. The location is superb and the glass exterior impresses as much from the outside as the inside. Augsburger Straße 44, 10789 Berlin, tel.030-220-100, fax 030-220-102-222, www.swissotel.com. ($$$$)
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  Swissôtel




  



  The Kempinski Hotel Bristol is a West Berlin institution that during the Cold War hosted most famous visitors, ranging from President Kennedy to film stars. The original hotel was destroyed during the war but rebuilt in the 1950s. It was recently refurbished to the most modern standards. Kurfürstendamm 27, 10719 Berlin, tel.030-884-340, fax 030-883-6075, www.kempinski.com. ($$$$)
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  Kempinski Hotel Bristol




  



  The Inter-Continental is a favorite with politicians and entertainers. This hotel has a quiet location next to the Berlin Zoo and close to public transportation. The east wing is more modern, but all rooms are luxuriously furnished. Buda­pester Straße 2, 10787 Berlin, tel.030-260-20, fax 030-2602-2600, www.ichotelsgroup.com. ($$$/$$$$)
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  Inter-Continental




  



  The Brandenburger Hof is a very pleasant luxury hotel in a former 19th-century palace with a Classicist façade. The luxurious bedrooms have Bauhaus-look furnishings. Eislebener Straße 14, 10789 Berlin, tel.030-214-050, fax 030-2140-5100, www.brandenburgerhof.de. ($$$-$$$$)
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  Brandenburger Hof




  



  Despite an anonymous exterior, the Crowne Plaza Berlin City Center has comfortable rooms and a friendly, competent staff. Rooms are modern and spacious with individual air conditioners, bar fridges, coffee makers, and irons. The location is close to Berlin Zoolo­gischer Garten station, bus lines, and underground stations. Kadewe and the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church are a block away. Nürn­berg­erstr. 65, 10787 Berlin, tel.030-210-070, fax 030-213-2009, www.cpberlin.com. ($$/$$$)
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  Crowne Plaza




  



  The Best Western Hotel Boulevard is a block from Zoologischer Garten station and has simple but comfortable rooms. The rooftop breakfast room has views of the Kaiser Wilhelm Gedächtniskirche. Kurfürstendamm 12, 10719 Berlin, tel.030-884-250, fax 030-8842-5450, www.hotelboulevard.com. ($$/$$$)




  In the Hollywood Media Hotel, the décor is very much Hollywood. Rooms are comfortably furnished. Apartments are also available. The hotel has its own movie theater. Kurfürstendamm 202, 10789 Berlin, tel.030-889-100, fax 030-8891-0280, www.filmhotel.de. ($$$)
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  Hollywood Media Hotel




  



  The Ku’Damm 101 is a designer hotel with sleek, modern furnishings. Rooms have large windows and the 7th floor breakfast room offers grand views over Berlin. Kurfürstendamm 101, 10719 Berlin, tel.030-520-0550, fax 030-520-055-555, www.kudamm101.com. ($$-$$$)




  Nearby, at the far end of Kurfürstendamm, is the popular Holiday Inn Garden Court. The hotel is somewhat sterile, but well appointed and well regarded in this price class. Reservations well in advance are recommended. Bleibtreustr. 25, 10707 Berlin, tel.030-880-930, fax 030-8809-3939, www.holidayinn.com. ($$)




   Camping




  There are several campgrounds in the outskirts of Berlin. However, most are inconvenient for public transportation. Facilities are generally good, but nothing exciting.




  Camping Gatow is to the southwest of the city. It has 80 lots for tourists and 80 for long-term campers. It is open year-round. Kladower Damm 213-217, 14089 Berlin-Gatow, tel.030-365-4340, fax 030-3680-8492.




  DCC Camping am Krossinsee is 18 miles southeast of Berlin. It is in a wooded area next to a lake, with 288 lots for tourists and around 200 for long-term campers. It is open year-round. Wernsdorfer Straße 38, 12527 Berlin-Schmöckwitz, tel.030-675-8687, fax 030-675-9150, www.dccberlin.de.




  

    

      





       Where to Eat


    


  




  Berlin has around 6,000 restaurants and bars catering to all tastes and price classes. Unfortunately, with the exception of the pricier establishments, Berlin restaurants have a well-earned reputation for indifferent and generally mediocre service. Service has improved in recent years, but it is still best to have low expectations. Reservations are advisable for dinner in the top restaurants.




  

    

      	When US President John F Kennedy proclaimed “Ich bin ein Berliner” in 1963, he effectively said “I am a jelly donut.” The inclusion of the article “ein” (a) changed the meaning of the noun from a citizen of Berlin to its most famous baked item.


    


  




  Mitte




  Unter den Linden




  Unter den Linden, Berlin’s grandest boulevard runs from the Brandenburg Gate to Museum Island and en route offers both top-end and basic restaurants. For a full view of the Brandenburg Gate, the Pariser Platz Starbuck’s, across the road from the famed Adlon Hotel, is impossible to beat and will be easier on the wallet than anything else in the direct vicinity.




  The Lorenz Adlon, Unter den Linden 77, tel.030-2261-1960, in the majestic Adlon Hotel, is arguably the best restaurant in Berlin.
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  This small, elegant restaurant is on the second floor and has views of the Brandenburg Gate. The predominantly French food is served on Wedgewood porcelain accompanied by Christoffle silver. The wine list is extensive and service first-class. The restaurant is open for dinner only and closed on Sunday and Monday. ($$$$ )




  The Quarré, Unter den Linden 77, tel. 030-2261-1555, is an elegant, luxury rest­aurant with a terrace on the ground floor of the Adlon Hotel.
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  Food is international and new light German cuisine. It is more accessible than the Lorenz, but with similar views and an equally extensive wine list. ($$ -$$$$ )




  Also on Pariser Platz, next to the French Embassy, is Margaux, Unter den Linden 78, tel.030-2265-2611, www.margauxberlin.de. (Entrance from Wilhelmstraße.) This elegant, modern restaurant serves French cuisine ranging from classical dishes to avant-garde. The extensive wine list beats that of the Adlon and apparently includes bottles over $10,000. ($$$$)




  Café Einstein, Unter den Linden 42, tel.030-204-3632, is a branch of a famous similarly named Viennese-style coffee shop in West Berlin. ($-$$)




  Inside a building used by the German parliament is Lindenlife, Unter den Linden 44, tel.030-206-290-333, www.lindenlife.de. The cuisine is light, new German and a large variety of wine from the Rhineland Palatinate is available. It is popular with politicians and the media - a good choice for a quick, upscale lunch. ($$)




  Brasserie No 12, Unter den Linden 12, tel.030-2061-9999, is a small brasserie serving small meals in addition to drinks at very low prices right in the heart of Berlin’s most famous boulevard. Most of the food seems pre-cooked but the location is grand and the prices minimal. ($)




  The best choice for food in the immediate vicinity of the Museum Island, is the Kaiserstuben, Am Festungsgraben 1, tel.030-2061-0548. The modern restaurant serves nouvelle cuisine. With only 16 seats, reservations are usually required. ($$$$),




  Adjacent is the equally elegant Die Möwe, Am Festungsgraben 1, tel.030-2061-0540, www.restaurantmoewe.de. It serves nouvelle cuisine and classical dishes. Live music on Monday nights. ($$-$$$)




  A generally more affordable, but still pleasant alternative is the Operncafé im Opernpalais, Unter den Linden 5, tel.030-202-683. It is on the side of the Opera house in a former palace of the crown princess. It has one of the largest cake selections in Berlin. The terrace is popular in summer, the interior spacious and elegant at all times. The Sunday brunch ($$$) is accompanied by live jazz. ($-$$)




  Farther down Karl Liebknecht Straße towards Alexanderplatz, the heart of the former East Berlin, is the Fernsehturm, the highest structure in Berlin. The revolving Telecafé, Panoramastraße 1, tel.030-242-3333, is located on the viewing platform of the television tower. Food is only average and is overpriced, but the continuously changing views are the best in town. ($-$$)




  Zur Letzen Instanz, Waisenstraße 14-16, tel.030-242-5528, serves Berlin and Brandenburg specialties. It claims to be the oldest guesthouse in Berlin and therefore draws many tourists, although the chancellor also uses it occasionally to entertain foreign dignitaries with traditional food. ($$)




  



  Gendarmenmarkt Area




  Refugium, Gendarmenmarkt 5, tel.030-229-1661, www.refugiumbln.de, is the only restaurant on the Gendarmenmarkt itself. Although in the vaulted cellars of the French Cathedral, the cuisine is light German. The outdoor seating is particular popular. ($$-$$$)




  Brasserie am Gendarmen­markt, Taubenstraße 30, tel.030-2045-3501, www.brasserieamgendarmenmarkt.de, is a popular brasserie across the road from the Concert Hall. Outdoor seats give an excellent view of the Gendarmenmarkt. ($$-$$$)




  The Hilton Hotel, Mohren­straße 30, has several dining options. Fellini, tel.030-202-30, is an elegant Italian restaurant with an extensive wine list. ($$-$$$) Trader Vic’s, tel.030-2023-4605, serves Polynesian, Asian, and French cuisine. ($$-$$$)




  Lutter und Wegner, Charlottenstraße 56, tel.030-2029-5410, www.lutterwegnergendarmenmarkt.de, serves excellent German and Austrian cuisine. The wine list is around a thousand labels strong. According to legend, Sekt, the German term for sparkling wine, was coined here. ($$$-$$$$)




  The elegant French department store Galleries Lafayette, Französische Straße 23, tel.030-209-480, has several small bistros in its basement. Most serve French food but an international selection is also available. ($-$$)




  In the adjacent, even more luxurious mall, the Café and Bistro Quartier 206, Friederichstraße 71, tel.030-202-9540, serves small meals in the basement as well as at a few tables on the ground floor. Meals are simple but tasty. The stylish black leather seats and elegant surroundings belie the pleasantly low prices. ($-$$)




  



  Potsdamer Platz
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  Facil, Potsdamer Straße 3, tel.030-590-051-234, www.facilberlin.de, on the fifth floor of the Madison Hotel, is an elegant, modern restaurant serving Mediterranean cuisine. Light floods in from the large windows and glass roof. ($$$$)




  In the Grand Hyatt is the equally upmarket VOX, Marlene Dietrich Platz 2, tel.030-2553-1772. It has an open show kitchen serving international cuisine with strong Mediterranean influences. It also has a sushi bar. ($$$-$$$$)




  The Sony Center has several restaurants, but always popular is the Lindenbräu, Bellevuestraße 3, tel.030-2575-1280. This beer garden serves Bavarian brew and food. ($$)




  Diekman im Weinhaus Huth, Alte Potsdamer Straße 5, tel.030-2529-7529, is in the only pre-World War II building on Potsdamer Platz. This elegant restaurant serves French and nouvelle cuisine. ($$-$$$)




  Tony Romas, Marlene Dietrich Platz 2, tel.030-2529-5830, specializes in spareribs and other American steakhouse specialties. ($$-$$$)




  West




  Top-End Restaurants




  The elegant, luxurious First Floor Restaurant, Hotel Palace, Budapester Straße 45, tel.030-2502-1020, serves mainly French food. Despite the somewhat uninspired name, this is one of the highest-rated restaurants in Berlin, with a wine list to match. ($$$$)




  Hugos, Budapester Straße 2, tel.030-2602-1263, is a first-class restaurant located on the 13th floor of the Hotel Intercontinental offering splendid views of the city. The restaurant is modern and elegant, serving nouvelle cuisine with French flair. It has an excellent wine list. ($$$$)




  The Grill in the Kempinski Hotel Bristol, Kurfürstendamm 27, tel.030-884-340, serves international cuisine with large selections of German and French food. The restaurant is luxurious, as befits the famous location. ($$$$)




  The Prussian-style Die Quadriga, Hotel Branden­burger Hof, Eislebeener Straße 14, tel.030-2140-5650, is a luxurious restaurant in the Hotel Branden­burger Hof.
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  The restaurant has Frank Lloyd Wright-designed furniture. The cuisine is mainly French. Gault Millau praised the wine list as one of the best in Germany. The restaurant is only open on weeknights. ($$$$)




  



  Kurfürstendamm




  Kurfürstendamm is lined with shops and eateries. The better restaurants are just off the main drag and often inside luxury hotels. For people-watching the cafés and outdoor restaurants on the main street itself are hard to beat.




  There are several dining options in the Europa Center, though, like the center itself, several seem past their prime. Daitokai, Tauentzienstraße 9 -12, tel.030-261-8090, www.daitokai.de, is clearly one of the exceptions. It is a first-class Japanese restaurant, specializing in Teppan-yaki prepared at the table, but sushi is, of course, also available. Servers wear kimonos. ($$$-$$$$)




  Also in the Europa Center, but several notches lower on the price scale is the Mövenpick, tel.030-264-7630, part of the Swiss restaurant group. It has mainly Swiss specialties but also a large selection of steaks and a good fresh salad bar. ($-$$)




  Leysieffer, Kurfürstendamm 218, tel.30-885-7480, is a cake and chocolate shop, but it has a few tables and chairs in a small dining area across the narrow alley. In summer, it has more outdoor seating. The cakes served are excellent and a small bistro-style menu is available. ($-$$)




  Although there are some Starbucks branches in Berlin, Germans generally prefer their coffee strong and similar local competition is all over the Ku-Damm. The best is Kaffee Einstein with branches at Kurfürstendamm 50, Savigny Platz, and inside the Peek and Cloppenburg store in Tauentzienstraße 19.




  In the passage behind Kranzler is a branch of Tony Romas, Kurfürstendamm 22, tel.030-88877-3648. It has English-speaking servers and English menus available on request. It’s a good alternative if you feel like a burger but Berlin’s plethora of McDonalds and Burger King franchises simply won’t do. ($$)




  The Kadewe department store, Tauentzienstraße 21-24, tel.030-21-210, www.kadewe.de, is a gourmet’s delight. It has the largest gourmet food selection in Europe and many small, bar-style bistros serving delicacies from all over the world. The cafeteria-style restaurant on the top floor serves excellent food and other traditional, but pricier options are also available inside the shop. ($-$$$)




  



  Savigny Platz




  The streets around Savigny Platz have long been popular for their restaurants and bars.




  Jules Verne, Schlüterstraße 61, tel.030-3180-9410, is a pleasant restaurant two blocks from Savigny Platz. The décor is limited and the furniture simple, but the food is great. The menu changes weekly and a wide range of international fare is offered. Portions are big, the food tasty, prices moderate to low, and the service friendly. ($$-$$$)




  Next to Savigny Platz S-Bahn station, Zwölf Apostel, Bleibtreustraße 49, tel.030-312-1433, serves some of the best pizzas in Berlin. It is justifiably popular, making reservations for dinner recommended. Prices are low, with business lunches starting from $5. ($-$$)




  

    

      





       Daytrips from Berlin


    


  




   Potsdam




  Internationally, Potsdam, the state capital of Brandenburg, is best known for the Potsdam Conference, held here at the end of World War II to decide the fate of defeated Germany. However, in Germany it is better known as the Prussian Versailles. The town has been the favored royal residence of the Hohenzollern family since the 17th century and 17 of these palaces survived.




  

    

      	Tip: If visiting Potsdam on a daytrip, restrict yourself to Park Sanssouci. A full day is not enough to see all the sights here, so give preference to Schloss Sanssouci, the Orangerie, and Neues Palais. During the high season, tickets for Schloss Sanssouci sell out in minutes. Consider reserving in advance by joining the Tourist Information Office’s guided tour.


    


  




  Information Sources




  Tourist Office: The tourist information office is at Alten Markt, Friedrich-Ebert-Straße 5, 14467 Potsdam, tel.0331-275-580, www.potsdamtourismus.de.




  



  Transportation




  Potsdam can be reached from Berlin Zoologischer Garten station in around 15 minutes on the twice-hourly Regional Express or less frequent InterCity trains. S-Bahn S1 runs from central Berlin to Potsdam in around 40 minutes. Potsdam is part of the larger Berlin public transportation network - day tickets for Zone C are required and are valid on the S-Bahn, but not on the other trains.




  In Potsdam, Bus 695 runs from the Hauptbahnhof to Park Sanssouci and stops behind Schloss Sanssouci, Orangerie, and Neues Palais, among other places. Bus 694 is convenient to Park Babelsberg and Bus 692 runs along the western edges of Neuer Garten. It is a fair walk from the station to the parks so using public transportation is sensible, as a lot of legwork will be required inside the parks themselves.




  



  Sightseeing




  

    

      Sanssouci Park & Palaces
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  Schloss Sanssouci




  



  The main sights in Potsdam are concentrated in Park Sanssouci - a huge 740-acre park originally laid out by Frederick the Great, with several palaces and other buildings of note. Most of the park and palaces are UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Sites.




  



  



  Visitor’s Information




  The park itself is open during daylight hours and admission is free. Picnicking is not allowed on the lawns but there are many benches. Food and drink is not generally available inside the park - it is best to bring a picnic lunch from the station.




  The individual prices at the various sights quickly add up, making one of the bewildering arrays of combination tickets worthwhile. A Premium Day Ticket, only available from the Sanssouci Palace ticket counter, for 15 euros, allows access on two consecutive days to all the buildings in Sanssouci Park, as well as all others managed by the Prussian Palace and Gardens Foundation Berlin-Brandenburg. These include virtually all sights in Potsdam as well as Charlottenburg Palace in Berlin, Oranienburg, and Rheinsberg Palace. A 12 euros Day Ticket, available from all ticket offices, gives the same privileges, but excludes Sanssouci Palace.




  All the palaces are managed by Stiftung Preußische Schlösser und Gärten Berlin-Brandenburg, Besucher­zentrum, Postfach 60 14 62, 14414 Potsdam, tel. 0331-969-4202, www.spsg.de. The guided tour by the Potsdam Information Office is the only English guided tour allowed in Sanssouci and the only way to guarantee entry into the palace.




  The most important building in the park is the small, but magnificent, Rococo summer residence erected by Frederick the Great in 1747. He called it Schloss Sanssouci - French, which was his preferred language, for “without a care.” Here, Frederick hoped to leave the problems of state behind and pursue his own personal interests, especially in music and philosophy. Although the business of state soon followed him here, he increasingly preferred Potsdam to Berlin. He spent time here entertaining enlightened thinkers such as Voltaire and luring musicians, including Johann Sebastian Bach’s son Carl Emmanuel, to his court. During Frederick’s time only men stayed at court during summer and a Ladies’ Wing was not added until a century later.




  Schloss Sanssouci, tel.0331-969-4190, is open all year, Tuesday to Sunday from 9 am to 5 pm, but closing at 4 pm from November to March. Visitors are restricted to 2,000 per day and the palace can only be seen on a guided tour in German. Reservations must be made in person on the given day, then you have to wait until the appointed time to enter. Admission is 8 euros. The Ladies Wing as well as the Palace Kitchen can be seen only on weekends from mid-May to mid-October from 10 am to 5 pm. Frankly, neither is worth the time or the 1 euro charge each.




  Strolling through the park or visiting the nearby Bildergalerie (Picture Gallery), tel.0331-969-4181, is a better way to spend time while waiting for a tour. It was also built by Frederick the Great, as the first museum building erected for that purpose in Germany. The collection consists mainly of Baroque paintings of the Dutch, French and Italian schools. The gallery is open mid-May to mid-October from Tuesday to Sunday, 10 am to 5 pm. Admission is 2 euros.




  The Orangerie (Orangery), tel.0331-969-4280, same opening hours as the Picture Gallery, was built in 1851-64. It is best approached from the center of the park. This is a long walk, with numerous steep stairs, but the views are rewarding. In the park, at the edge of the palace grounds, is an equestrian statue of Frederick the Great - it is a copy of the one on Unter den Linden in Berlin. During the communist regime, Frederick and all things Prussian were initially out of fashion and the original Berlin statue was banished to this park. The palace requires another short guided tour (euros 3) that includes the Raphael Rooms - unfortunately, they have only copies. The tower has an observation platform with magnificent views of Potsdam and is visited without a tour (1 euro).




  Nearby is the Historic Windmill, originally erected 1787-1791, but burned down in 1945. It was rebuilt in 1993 to house a museum on milling, a lookout tower, and the Sanssouci Visitors’ Center.




  Strolling from Schloss Sans­souci to the Neues Palais (New Palace), tel.0331-969-4255, requires around half an hour. The municipal bus running along the northern edge of the park provides a viable alternative.
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  The Baroque Neues Palais, built 1763-1769, was Frederick the Great’s most opulent palace and is considered one of the most beautiful in all of Germany. It has 400 rooms behind a façade over 700 ft long. It was built at the end of the costly Silesian War, at great expense to the Prussian taxpayers, to prove that the war had not bankrupted Prussia. (Both the war and the palace nearly did.) The palace is open all year, Saturday to Thursday, from 9 am to 5 pm, but closing at 4 pm from November to March. Admission is euros 5. During the summer period, the 1 euro German guided tour is optional and an English audio guide is available. The Royal Chambers (Königswohnung) of Frederick the Great can only be seen during the summer season for an additional euros 5 on a compulsory guided tour (in German only).




  In the south of the park are three more royal sights - all three are open mid-May to mid-October, from Tuesday to Sunday, 10 am to 5 pm. Arguably the most interesting is the richly gilded Chinesisches Haus (Chinese Teahouse), tel.0331-969-4222. It was built by Frederick the Great as a summer dining room and is a good example of European chinoiserie during the late 18th century. Admission is 1 euro. Although the Romans never made it this far, faux Roman Baths, tel.0331-969-2224, were constructed between 1829 and 1840. This complex consists of Roman baths, the residence of the court gardener, a tea pavilion, and an arcade hall with rotating exhibitions. Admission is 2 euros or 3 during exhibitions. Schloss Charlottenhof, tel.0331-969-4228, was built between 1826 and 1829 as a residence for Crown Prince Friedrich Wilhelm. The interiors are original and the garden is famous for its roses. Admission is 4 euros, which includes the obligatory tour in German.




  

    

      


      Other Royal Sights in Potsdam

    


  




  Just north of the Old Town is the Neues Garten (New Garden), the first English landscape garden in Prussia, which houses the last palace constructed by the Hohenzollern family. Schloss Cecilienhof, tel.0331-969-4244, was built during World War I as the apartment of the last German Crown Prince Wilhelm and his wife Cecilie. However, the palace, in the style of an English country house, is most famous as the site of the historic Potsdam conference where Harry Truman, Winston Churchill (soon to be replaced by Clement Atlee), and Josef Stalin decided much of fate of Germany at the end of World War II. The three leaders only met here and stayed in three separate villas along the nearby Lake Griebnitz. Opening hours are Tuesday to Sunday from 9 am to 5 pm, but closing at 4 pm from November to March. Admission in summer is 4 euros without a guided tour and 1 euro additional for the German-only tour. In the winter season, admission is 4 euros and includes the then compulsory tour. A small luxury hotel operates in part of the palace.




  Also in the park is the small square Marmorpalais (Marble Palace), tel.0331-969-4246. Friedrich Wilhelm II commissioned this summer residence in 1787, as he considered himself unworthy to stay in Frederick the Great’s Schloss Sanssouci. The richly decorated early classical interior was only completed in 1845, almost half a century after his death. A large Wedgwood collection is on display. Opening hours are similar to Schloss Cecilienhof and admission is euros 3 in summer with tour, 2 euros without a tour, and 2 euros in winter with free compulsory German tour.




  Park Babelsberg is another large English-style landscape park with royal residences. Schloss Babelsberg, tel.0331-969-4250, was built as a summer residence for Crown Prince Wilhelm, later King of Prussia and Emperor of Germany.
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  It was his favored residence and he used it for more than 50 years. It is built in the style of an English castle and country house. The interior is Neo-Gothic, as was favored during the mid-19th century in Germany. The palace is open from April to October, Tuesday to Sunday, 10 am to 5 pm. Admission is 2 euros.




  Also in the park is the mid-19th-century Flatow Tower, tel.0331-969-4249, based on the design of the Eschenheimer Tower, a medieval city gate in Frankfurt am Main. The 1,500-ft tower with majestic views of the park, surrounding lakes, and the Old Town can be climbed on summer weekends from 10 am to 5 pm. Admission is 2 euros.




  



  Cultural Events




  The second half of June draws music lovers to the Musikfestspiele Potsdam Sanssouci (Music Festival), tel.0331-288-8828. Classical music concerts are staged in Frederick the Great’s theater in the Neues Palais, or open-air in Sanssouci Park.




  Once a year, in mid-August, the Potsdamer Schlössernacht (Night of the Mansions) is held. On this night, Sanssouci Park is bathed in light and the palaces illuminated. Concerts and theater are staged throughout the park and the night ends with fireworks set to music.




  Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos are probably the most famous music associated with this region. The Bachtage Potsdam (Bach Days), tel.0331-270-6222, www.bachtagepotsdam.de, are held annually for around two weeks in August and September. Bach is played in all forms and variations, ranging from jazz versions to concerts using original period instruments.




  The Hofkonzerte (Court Concerts), tel.0331-245-609, www.potsdamerhofkonzerte.de, are staged throughout the year in different palaces in Potsdam.




  





  



  Adventures




  

    

      


      On Foot

    


  




  




  Town Walks: The tourist information office arranges a combination bus and walking tour of historic Potsdam in English and German. Tours take place Tuesday to Sunday from April to October at 11 am. The rest of the year tours are arranged from Friday to Sunday by special request only. The 3½-hour tour includes a guided tour of Schloss Sanssouci, making this the only way to guarantee entry into the palace. The tour costs 26 euros, but includes admission fees. Reservations are highly recommended. On Wheels




  By Bicycle: Potsdam is a pleasing city to cycle in. A special cycling route named “Alter Fritz,” after the nickname of Frederick the Great, leads to all the major Old Town and royal sights.




  Bicycles can be rented at the main station from Cityrad Radstation Potsdam, Babelbergerstraße 14, tel.0331-620-0606.




  



  Where to Stay & Eat




  The small, luxury Relexa Schloss­hotel Ceclilienhof recently opened in Schloss Cecilienhof, the last palace built by the Hohenzollerns, and the site of the Potsdam Conference in 1945. The décor and furnishings of the large comfortable rooms follow the English country-house style of the palace. The elegant Schloss­restaurant ($$-$$$$), with a terrace, serves light regional and international dishes, including a decent vegetarian selection. Neuer Garten, 14469 Potsdam, tel.0331-37-050, fax 0331-292-498, www.relexahotel.de. ($$$-$$$$)




  The Hotel am Luisenplatz is a 25-room privately owned and managed luxury hotel. Located in a restored city palace, the hotel offers modern comfort and a stylish interior.
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  Nearby, it also manages a bed and breakfast, which offers excellent value for money. Apartments are also available. Luisenplatz 5, 14471 Potsdam, tel. 0331-971-900, fax 0331-971-9019, www.hotelluisenplatz.de. ($$/$$$ for hotel; $/$$ for B&B)




  One of the best restaurants in Potsdam is Specker’s Gaststätte zur Ratswaage, Am Neuen Markt 10, tel.0331-280-4311, www.zurratswaage.de. The modern, but simply furnished restaurant has been in operation since 1763. International and classical food is served. ($$-$$$):




  Built in 1736, Der Klosterkeller, Friedrich Ebertstraßes 94, tel.0331-291-218, www.klosterkeller.potsdam.de, is the oldest restaurant in Potsdam. It is in the center of the Old Town, close to the Holländer Viertel and serves mainly German food. The vaulted cellar has more than 120 seats and 300 seats in the courtyard, making the restaurant popular with large bus tour parties. ($-$$)




  

    

      


      Camping

    


  




  Campingpark Sanssouci-Gaisberg is to the south of Potsdam on the Templiner Lake. It has modern facilities and 240 lots. An der Pirschheide /Templiner See 41, 14471 Potsdam, tel.033327-55-680, www.campingparksanssoucipotsdam.com.




   Oranienburg




  Oranienburg is a small town to the north of Berlin. It was long famous as the home of the first Baroque palace in Brandenburg, but since the Nazi era, it is better known for the notorious Sachsenhausen concentration camp. Due to its proximity to Berlin, it is more often than not visited on a day-trip from the capital.




  



  Information Sources




  



  Tourist Office: Touristen-Information, Bernauer Straße 52, 16515 Oranienburg, tel.03301-704-833, www.oranienburg.de.




  



  Transportation




  Oranienburg can be reached from Berlin-Lichtenberg on Regionalbahn RB12 in around 30 minutes. The S-Bahn S1, taking 50 minutes from Berlin-Friederichstraße, is often more convenient.




  



  Sightseeing




  The main reason to visit Oranienburg is to see the Gedenkstätte Sachsenhausen (Sachsenhausen Memorial), Straße der Nationen 22, 16515 Oranienburg, tel.03301-2000, www.gedenkstaettesachsenhausen.de. Already in 1933, the Nazis built a concentration camp in the center of Oranienburg, in an unused factory, to “house” opponents of the Nazi regime in Berlin. The town camp was soon closed and eventually replaced by Concentration Camp Sachsenhausen. This camp, with around 100 smaller branch camps, housed some 200,000 people while used by the Nazis (1936-45) and 60,000 when used later by the Soviets as an internment camp (1945-50).
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  From 1961 to 1992, the site was a memorial, with severely skewed historic explanations. The killing of, for example, Jews and Roma Gypsies was blamed on capitalist demands rather than racism and anti-Semitism. However, since 1993, serious attempts have been made to restore parts of the camp and to present a more balanced view of history. Several buildings have been restored, barracks rebuilt, and excellent exhibitions created.




  The huge, triangular walled-in site is open daily from mid-March to mid-October, 8:30 am to 6 pm, closing at 4:30 pm the rest of the year. The museum and all buildings are closed on Monday. Admission is free and audio guides in English are available. The site is about 20 minutes’ walk from the station - the route is well marked. Alternatively, take Bus 804 from the station in the direction of Malz (stop at Gedänkstätte).




  Another sight in town is Schloss Oranienburg (Palace), Schlossplatz 2, tel.03301-537-437, the oldest Baroque palace in Bran­denburg. It was built in 1651 for Louise-Henriette of Orange, the Dutch-born first wife of the Great Elector.
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  It became the favored residence of Elector Frederick III (later Frederick I, King of Prussia). Open to the public are the reception rooms as well as private apartments of the king and other nobles. Most of the decorations are in the style of the late 16th century and show life in the Prussian court around 1700. Quality art is on display, including paintings and sculpture. Opening hours are April to October, Tuesday to Sunday from 10 am to 6 pm; November to March on weekends only, 10 am to 5 pm. Admission is 4 euros. In summer, the guided tour (1 euro) is optional; in winter the tour is compulsory, but free.




  



  Adventures




  

    

      


      Walking Tours

    


  




  Berlin Walks, tel.030-301-9194, www.berlinwalks.com, conducts guided walking tours of the Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp. The six-hour tours depart from Berlin Zoologischer Garten Station, meeting at the Taxi Stand, on Tuesday and Saturday at 10:15 am. From May to September, additional tours are offered on Thursday and Sunday. The tour costs 15 euros plus around 5 euros for the train ticket.




 
  

OEBPS/images/img0030.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0031.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0010.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0032.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0011.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0033.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0012.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0034.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0013.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0035.jpg
4 oo

estfalen)

® Disssldort
olkon

@ Bom

100 KM
e





OEBPS/images/img0014.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0036.jpg
% e W % P
n, Pacaon — : 7 g
ha% Jséa____ﬁs. m w % %%
g D¢ i M L
M et %\t&, m%qs e:...ae.weioi» - o
,z Q

! “iagougs

7.'/;\
v, i
/../.o\..mrzw@_u ..... -, ?sya = 18 @%aa
& : M gw @  cteasuadeu W
. f Tt
.. wn{ 2| sop STRS

5 I
Q &
u%wxwmw &uﬁi}uﬁ:& i 9— B i ___::._a_voawam o
Vf@&%@ oﬂ”@%ﬁ‘i&ﬁ: _. _._m. M\,%. i é@oi.s f?&o
9 ot
@ @ M \ io:.&.J
£ N dn

g sonp
auucageiim /n - oﬁaueﬁoévﬁ?
uo=<nu=w=<.=t23_

..\/e : .ww i,





OEBPS/images/img0015.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0037.jpg
686171961 ‘I[EA UILIOG JO UOPEIOT = = e

{(1oyjedwa] uayeysny) 3odury o)
(uonmg ured |

Sunque) joyuyeg JadunquieH
uJmyasuiay

[S3IBIARIONIN

wogq Jaulieg

wnasnj,| JaysaxoeH
wnasnwuowediad ‘wansnjy apog
‘als[eB[eUOREN 33|y ‘Wnasny sansN|
‘Wwnasn| sa)fy pue(s| LNasnjy
(wnasnyy AioysiH uewnas))

sney3nez ‘AisJeAlun Ipjoquingy
Jedosieng ‘a[eipaImysBimpaH 1§
‘nejdsjaqeg ‘uileg wieyusdans) syosineq
amakeje] sals[eD ‘90z J8nIENd)
‘|EeSIIBZUOY ‘WO JaYdsIsozURY
‘Wo( JeYPsINS(] ‘DiJELIUSLLIEPUSE)
e Jesueg

‘uojpy [e30H ‘e3e5y Einquepuelg

L
9T
k14
L4
€T
w
1T
0T

‘61

8l
Ll

ujlag Wnasnwwiiy

g Jaua) Auos ‘Deld Jawepsiogd
wnasnuLane ‘sileyy) Julodipayy
wnasnjy sayssipnf

AqIyxg Jousa] jo AydeiBodo)
ajuoLuIey|iyd ‘Buaed[euonEN SnaN
BaugeyRRs.Ieydny|
“wnasnwaqJamadisuny|
‘alus[eSap|EWSD) WnJoMmnY|
(uswelpeg) Sesypiey

JweJszUB sepUNg

|eidsusioo|ny

8nAs|jag SSO|YS

(uwnjop Lioip)

sjnessadalg 3¢ (JBS IESID) WIMSASSOID
Sumeaser) Jny wWnesnj| AlyoJesneyneg
2inquenojteyy) ssojyog o]

Zield Audiaeg

uijieg jo Aioig

BUDIDISILPERSL) | WIBY|IAA

Jesiey| ‘zejdpieyosielg “ssus) edoung
uap.en) [edidojooZ

s1yBig uipiag

—“n MBS deig—n

91
k1
7l





OEBPS/images/img0016.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0038.jpg
= _emampod g ——my i i, s
e 3 TR, §
BT et
%«n&bv e \ mW s ¥ i u;_..._.:._ sop 85520S
E_mn: s _\ m ‘_.,...:. 9 Snrao.vvm , f*v.f.?&qo
A W Ty e





OEBPS/images/img0017.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0039.jpg
Brandenburg .,
&Berlj,n L

Bisg)

]

Q
berg

Halle
eipZig
5

Flughafen Tegel

Flughafen Tempelhof

Flughafen Schénefeld

Sanssouci Palace, Potsdam Old Town
Spreewald

Lt






OEBPS/images/img0018.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0019.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0020.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0021.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0022.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0001.jpg
4 oo

estfalen)

® Disssldort
olkon

@ Bom

100 KM
e





OEBPS/images/img0023.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0002.png





OEBPS/images/img0024.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0003.png





OEBPS/images/img0025.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0004.jpg
% e W % P
n, Pacaon — : 7 g
ha% Jséa____ﬁs. m w % %%
g D¢ i M L
M et %\t&, m%qs e:...ae.weioi» - o
,z Q

! “iagougs

7.'/;\
v, i
/../.o\..mrzw@_u ..... -, ?sya = 18 @%aa
& : M gw @  cteasuadeu W
. f Tt
.. wn{ 2| sop STRS

5 I
Q &
u%wxwmw &uﬁi}uﬁ:& i 9— B i ___::._a_voawam o
Vf@&%@ oﬂ”@%ﬁ‘i&ﬁ: _. _._m. M\,%. i é@oi.s f?&o
9 ot
@ @ M \ io:.&.J
£ N dn

g sonp
auucageiim /n - oﬁaueﬁoévﬁ?
uo=<nu=w=<.=t23_

..\/e : .ww i,





OEBPS/images/img0026.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0005.jpg
686171961 ‘I[EA UILIOG JO UOPEIOT = = e

{(1oyjedwa] uayeysny) 3odury o)
(uonmg ured |

Sunque) joyuyeg JadunquieH
uJmyasuiay

[S3IBIARIONIN

wogq Jaulieg

wnasnj,| JaysaxoeH
wnasnwuowediad ‘wansnjy apog
‘als[eB[eUOREN 33|y ‘Wnasny sansN|
‘Wwnasn| sa)fy pue(s| LNasnjy
(wnasnyy AioysiH uewnas))

sney3nez ‘AisJeAlun Ipjoquingy
Jedosieng ‘a[eipaImysBimpaH 1§
‘nejdsjaqeg ‘uileg wieyusdans) syosineq
amakeje] sals[eD ‘90z J8nIENd)
‘|EeSIIBZUOY ‘WO JaYdsIsozURY
‘Wo( JeYPsINS(] ‘DiJELIUSLLIEPUSE)
e Jesueg

‘uojpy [e30H ‘e3e5y Einquepuelg

L
9T
k14
L4
€T
w
1T
0T

‘61

8l
Ll

ujlag Wnasnwwiiy

g Jaua) Auos ‘Deld Jawepsiogd
wnasnuLane ‘sileyy) Julodipayy
wnasnjy sayssipnf

AqIyxg Jousa] jo AydeiBodo)
ajuoLuIey|iyd ‘Buaed[euonEN SnaN
BaugeyRRs.Ieydny|
“wnasnwaqJamadisuny|
‘alus[eSap|EWSD) WnJoMmnY|
(uswelpeg) Sesypiey

JweJszUB sepUNg

|eidsusioo|ny

8nAs|jag SSO|YS

(uwnjop Lioip)

sjnessadalg 3¢ (JBS IESID) WIMSASSOID
Sumeaser) Jny wWnesnj| AlyoJesneyneg
2inquenojteyy) ssojyog o]

Zield Audiaeg

uijieg jo Aioig

BUDIDISILPERSL) | WIBY|IAA

Jesiey| ‘zejdpieyosielg “ssus) edoung
uap.en) [edidojooZ

s1yBig uipiag

—“n MBS deig—n

91
k1
7l





OEBPS/images/img0027.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0006.jpg
= _emampod g ——my i i, s
e 3 TR, §
BT et
%«n&bv e \ mW s ¥ i u;_..._.:._ sop 85520S
E_mn: s _\ m ‘_.,...:. 9 Snrao.vvm , f*v.f.?&qo
A W Ty e





OEBPS/images/img0028.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0007.png





OEBPS/images/img0029.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0008.jpg





OEBPS/images/img0009.jpg
Brandenburg .,
&Berlj,n L

Bisg)

]

Q
berg

Halle
eipZig
5

Flughafen Tegel

Flughafen Tempelhof

Flughafen Schénefeld

Sanssouci Palace, Potsdam Old Town
Spreewald

Lt






