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	FASHIONS AND ACCESSORIES FOR ADULTS





THE NUMBER OF SEMICIRCLES INDICATES THE LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY. YOU’LL FIND PROJECTS RANGING FROM ONE SEMICIRCLE (EASY) TO FIVE SEMICIRCLES (ADVANCED).



Kris Percival lives and knits in Brooklyn. She is the author of Knitting Pretty and Knit Knack Kit, both published by Chronicle Books.




Knitting

One of the best things about knitting is its portability. All you need is some yarn, needles, and a pattern and you’re set. And here to make things even simpler is Knitting: Reference to Go. Each of the 25 patterns is paired with a gorgeous color photo of the finished project, step-by-step directions (minus those confusing abbreviations that have scared off more than one beginner), and a list of the yarn and tools you will need for that specific project.

In terms of the patterns themselves, there’s something here for everyone. Whether you’re a knitting know-it-all or a brand-new beginner, you’ll find patterns ranging from easy-as-pie to challenging. And the beauty of this book is that you can start with the simpler patterns and, as you build confidence, move on to the more difficult patterns. There are small, quick projects such as High-Top Baby Booties or Infant Mittens for that friend who’s expecting. There are fun, whimsical projects such as the Soft-Weave Belt and Chenille Pillow. And there are also special projects that take a little longer and give you a chance to stretch your skills, like the Ribbon-Tie Cardigan or Women’s Mohair Hoodie. And of course Knitting: Reference to Go is filled with plenty of fun fashions you can make for yourself. Work up the Seed Stitch Mittens & Scarf Set to complement your winter coat, or knit up a Circle Wrap to reinvigorate that much-loved cocktail dress. Whatever your mood, Knitting: Reference to Go provides an option.



Of course we realize that someday you may want to venture beyond the scope of Knitting: Reference to Go, and with this in mind we’ve included knitting abbreviations and helpful terms below.



Abbreviations



	alt
	alternate



	beg
	beginning



	bl
	block



	BO
	bind off



	CC
	contrasting color



	dble
	double



	dec
	decrease



	dp
	double-pointed needle



	foll
	following



	gm
	gram



	inc
	increase



	in(s)
	inch(es)



	k
	knit



	k2tog
	knit 2 together



	kwise
	knit-wise (as if to knit)



	lp(s)
	loop(s)



	MC
	main color



	oz
	ounce



	p
	purl



	p2tog
	purl 2 together



	pwise
	purl-wise (as if to purl)



	patt
	pattern



	psso
	pass slipped stitch over



	pu 1
	pick up 1 stitch



	rem
	remaining



	rep
	repeat



	RS
	right side



	rnd(s)
	round(s)



	sk
	skip



	sl
	slip



	sl st
	slip stitch



	sp
	single-pointed needle



	ssk
	slip, slip, knit (a left-leaning single decrease)



	st(s)
	stitches



	st st
	stockinette stitch



	tog
	together



	WS
	wrong side



	yb
	bring yarn to back of work



	yf
	bring yarn to front of work



	yo
	yarn over



	* *
	Repeat what is between the asterisks as many times as specified.



	( )
	Repeat what is inside the parentheses as many times as specified.



	"
	inch



	#, no.
	number








Some helpful terms




	yarn double
	Use 2 strands of yarn simultaneously.



	work even
	Continue in the same stitch pattern, with no increases or decreases, until further directed.






Broken Rib Scarf

Difficulty level 1

Knit with soft, super-warm merino wool, this scarf will keep you toasty on the coldest of winter nights. It’s even long enough to wrap twice around your head and neck.

You will need:


	340 yards soft wool worsted weight yarn

	1 pair size 8 needles

	Scissors

	Tape measure

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be about 4 ½ stitches per inch in broken rib pattern on size 8 needles. Knit the first few inches of the scarf to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge and start again. Exact gauge is not critical for this project.

Directions


	Cast on 32 stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail of yarn to weave in later.

	Rows 1–5: Work in knit 2, purl 2 ribbing to the end of the row.

	Rows 6–10: Work in purl 2, knit 2 ribbing to the end of the row.

	Repeat steps 2 and 3 until scarf measures 66 inches.

	Bind off in pattern.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 7 by 66 inches

Improvisation idea

Triple the width of the scarf to make a long, cozy wrap.
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YARN CREDIT: Debbie Bliss “Merino Aran,” 100% merino wool (50 grams, 86 yards). Color: #601


Soft-Weave Belts

Difficulty level 1

These soft, ribbon-style belts provide a lovely accent for low-rise jeans or pants. They’ll stretch a little, so think of them more as a fashion accessory than as a means to hold up your trousers. The pattern uses needles that are smaller than typically used for the yarn in order to create a tighter weave.

You will need:


	95 yards mercerized cotton light worsted weight yarn for each belt

	1 pair size 1 needles

	Scissors

	Tape measure

	Yarn needle

	Two 1-inch D-rings for each belt



Gauge

FOR RIBBED BELT

Gauge should be 11 stitches per 1 ¼ inches in ribbed pattern on size 1 needles, with ribbing relaxed. Knit the first few inches of the belt to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge and start again. Exact gauge is not critical for this project.

FOR LINEN-WEAVE BELT

Gauge should be 12 stitches per 1 ½ inches in linen-weave pattern on size 1 needles. Knit the first few inches of the belt to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge and start again. Exact gauge is not critical for this project.

Directions

FOR RIBBED BELT (SHOWN IN SOLID ORANGE)


	Cast on 11 stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	Work in knit 2, purl 2 ribbing for the first 8 stitches, then end with knit 2, purl 1.

	Repeat step 2 until belt measures 43 inches.

	Bind off in pattern.

	Cut yarn, leaving a 6-inch tail.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

	Fold over 2 inches at one end of the belt and place the 2 D-rings inside the loop. Sew the loop closed, leaving a little room for the rings to move.



FOR LINEN-WEAVE BELT (SHOWN IN VARIEGATED ORANGE MIX)


	Cast on 12 stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	Row 1: *Knit 1, bring yarn in front of needles as if to purl and slip 1 stitch as if to purl with yarn in front, bring yarn to back of needles, repeat from * to last 2 stitches, end knit 2.

	Row 2: *Purl 1, bring yarn in back of needles as if to knit and slip 1 stitch as if to purl with yarn in back, return yarn to front of needles, repeat from * to last 2 stitches, end purl 2.

	Repeat steps 2 and 3 until belt measures 44 inches.

	Bind off.

	Cut yarn, leaving a 6-inch tail.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

	Fold over 2 inches at one end of the belt and place the 2 D-rings inside the loop. Sew the loop closed, leaving a little room for the rings to move.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 1 ¼ inches wide and 41 inches long for ribbed belt (with ribbing relaxed), and 1 ½ inches wide and 42 inches long for linen-weave belt

Improvisation idea

If you want to make these belts wider to fit a larger D-ring, add stitches in multiples of 4 for the ribbed belt, and multiples of 2 for the linen-weave belt. If you want to make skinnier belts, subtract stitches in multiples of 4 or 2, depending on your pattern.
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YARN CREDIT: Karabella Yarns “Zodiac,” 100% mercerized cotton (50 grams, 98 yards). Colors: #475 (orange, shown in ribbed belt) and #323 (variegated, shown in linen-weave belt)


Fuzzy Scarf

Difficulty level 2

It’s fun to break out of a rut and knit something totally wild like this short, snug, super-fluffy scarf! The ends are wider than the middle, making it easy to tie around your neck. This yarn may seem a bit tricky to work at first, but you’ll soon get into a groove. I recommend bamboo or wooden needles rather than metal, as the yarn tends to be slippery.

You will need:


	150 yards novelty “fun fur” worsted weight yarn

	1 pair size 6 needles

	Scissors

	Tape measure

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be about 26 stitches per 5 inches in garter stitch on size 6 needles. Knit the first few inches of the scarf to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge and start again. Exact gauge is not critical for this project.

Directions


	Cast on 32 stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail of yarn to weave in later.

	Work 12 rows in garter stitch.

	Decrease row: Knit 2 together, knit until 2 stitches remain, then knit final 2 stitches together: 2 stitches decreased.

	Knit 3 rows even.

	Repeat steps 3 and 4 two more times: 26 stitches (3 decrease rows in total).

	Work even until scarf measures 28 inches from cast on.

	Increase row: Knit 1, increase 1 by knitting through the front and back of the stitch, knit until 2 stitches remain, increase 1 by knitting through the front and back of the stitch, knit 1: 2 stitches increased.

	Knit 3 rows even.

	Repeat steps 7 and 8 two more times: 32 stitches (3 increase rows total).

	Work 9 more rows in garter stitch (12 garter stitch rows total after last increase row).

	Bind off.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 35 inches long, 5 inches wide in the center, and 6 inches wide at the ends

Improvisation idea

Cast on 26 stitches and work in garter stitch until the yarn runs out for a long, skinny, snake-like scarf.
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YARN CREDIT: Gedifra “Tecno Hair,” 100% nylon (50 grams, 99 yards). Color: #9644


Circle Wrap

Difficulty level 3

Worked on big needles with puffy yarn, you can knit this wrap in an afternoon and wear it out that evening. It’s basically one big, openwork circle that draws in a little more tightly around the neck than at the bottom.

You will need:


	160 yards (or more if you make a thicker fringe) wool super bulky yarn

	1 size 15 circular needle, 29 inches long

	Stitch marker

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be about 3 ¾ stitches per 4 inches in pattern stitch on size 15 needles. Knit the first few inches of the wrap to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge and start again. Exact gauge is not critical for this project.

Directions


	Cast on 66 stitches.

	Place marker and join in a circle, being careful not to twist the stitches.

	Knit 1 round.

	*Knit 2 together, yarn over, repeat from * to the end of the round.

	Knit 1 round.

	Repeat steps 4 and 5 until wrap measures 16 inches from cast on.

	Purl 1 round.

	*Knit 1, knit 2 together, repeat from * to the end of the round: 44 stitches.

	Bind off firmly.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

	Cut 12-inch lengths of yarn for fringe. There are 66 pieces of fringe used for the wrap shown, one for each stitch in the cast on.

	Fold a strand of yarn in half and push the folded end through a cast on stitch at the lower edge of the wrap, pass both cut ends through the loop, and pull snugly. Place remaining fringes evenly around lower edge of wrap. Trim ends of fringe even, if necessary. For a thicker fringe, use more strands.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 36 inches around at neck opening, 70 inches around at lower edge, and 16 inches from cast on to lower edge, not including fringe

Improvisation idea

You could keep decreasing at the end until you get to about 30 stitches, then switch down to a 16-inch size 13 circular needle and work in knit 1, purl 1 rib for 10 rows to make a cozy turtleneck.
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YARN CREDIT: Karabella Yarns “Puffy,” 100% merino wool (100 grams, 54 yards). Color: #55


Openwork Scarf

Difficulty level 3

This crochet-look scarf may not be as warm as its more tightly knit cousins, but it’s a great accessory (especially with a long, slim coat) and fun to wear. It’s helpful to use a crochet hook to place the fringe along the edge.

You will need:


	310 yards soft wool-blend bulky weight yarn

	1 pair size 10 needles

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle

	Crochet hook (optional for fringe)



Gauge

Gauge should be about 10 stitches per 4 inches in pattern stitch on size 10 needles. Knit the first few inches of the scarf to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge and start again. Exact gauge is not critical for this project.

Directions


	Cast on 16 stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail of yarn to weave in later.

	Knit 4 rows.

	Knit 2, *yarn over twice (wrap yarn around needle twice rather than once as in a regular yarn over), knit 2 together, repeat from * across the row until there are 2 stitches remaining, end knit 2.

	Knit across, dropping the second loop of each yarn over to make nice, big, holes. Check to be sure there are still 16 stitches on the needle.

	Knit 2 additional rows.

	Knit 2, *knit 2 together, yarn over twice, repeat from * until there are 2 stitches remaining, end knit 2.

	Knit across, dropping the second loop of each yarn over to make nice, big holes. Check again to be sure there are still 16 stitches.

	Knit 2 additional rows.

	Repeat steps 3–8 until scarf measures 84 inches long.

	Knit 1 extra row.

	Bind off.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

	Add fringe, if desired. Cut pieces of yarn that measure a little more than twice the desired length of fringe. Fold two strands in half. Holding these strands together, push the folded end (you can use your crochet hook to help) through the bottom edge of the scarf, pass both cut ends through the loop, and pull snugly. Place remaining fringes evenly across both edges of the scarf. Trim ends of fringe even.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 6 by 84 inches, not including fringe

Improvisation idea

Use two different colors of yarn to make a half-and-half colored scarf. Then mix the colors together in the fringe to draw it all together.
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YARN CREDIT: Plymouth Yarn Company “Encore Chunky,” 75% acrylic, 25% wool (100 grams, 153 yards). Color: #9601


Flower Hat

Difficulty level 3

This snug-fitting, stylish hat is perfect for the early days of fall. Knit in the round, the hat itself requires 1 skein of yarn of the yarn shown, and the flower requires a little bit more of a second skein. If substituting another yarn, the suggested yardage should be sufficient for both hat and flower.

You will need:


	125 yards cotton-wool-lycra blend light worsted weight yarn

	1 size 6 circular needle, 16 inches long

	Set of 4 size 6 double-pointed needles

	Stitch marker

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be about 4 ½ stitches per inch in stockinette on size 6 needles. Knit a stockinette swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions

FOR HAT


	Cast on 72 stitches onto the size 6 circular needle, leaving a 6-inch tail of yarn to weave in later.

	Place a stitch marker on the needle and join the stitches in a circle.

	Work in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing for 1 ½ inches.

	Change to stockinette stitch, and increase 4 stitches evenly across next round: 76 stitches.

	Continue to work in stockinette until hat measures 7 ½ inches from cast on.

	Next two rounds (change to double-pointed needles when there are no longer enough stitches to fit around the circular needle): Knit 2 together across round, for a total of 38 stitches after the first decrease round, and 19 stitches after the second decrease round.

	Cut yarn, leaving an 8-inch tail, and use your yarn needle to draw the tail through the remaining 19 stitches. Pull the yarn tight and draw the end to the inside of the hat. Knot securely.

	Fold ribbing in half, and sew the cast on edge to the wrong side of the hat to make a double thick, ¾-inch ribbed brim.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in loose ends and trim.



FOR OUTER FLOWER


	With yarn double, loosely cast on 9 stitches onto size 6 needle.

	Knit 1 row.

	Working in garter stitch (knit all stitches every row), increase 3 stitches evenly across row.

	Repeat step 3 three more times: 21 stitches.

	Bind off loosely.

	Sew selvedges together to form a slightly cupped circle.



FOR INNER FLOWER


	With yarn single, cast on 9 stitches onto size 6 needles.

	Knit 1 row.

	Change to stockinette stitch and knit next row, increasing 3 stitches evenly across row: 12 stitches.

	Purl next row with no increases.

	Repeat step 3 once more: 15 stitches.

	Bind off loosely.

	Sew selvedges together to form a slightly cupped circle.



FOR ASSEMBLING THE FLOWER

Sew the inner circle to the center of the larger, outer circle. If you wish, give the outer circle a more natural, irregular shape by tacking its edge closely to the inner circle in several places. Place flower on hat, slightly above the ribbing. Sew flower to hat. Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 17 inches around, unstretched. Will stretch to fit head sizes up to 23 inches around

Improvisation idea

Sew beads into the center of the flower. You can also cut out felt flowers and sew them on, or experiment with embroidered flowers.
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YARN CREDIT: Heirloom Yarns “Breeze,” 69.6% cotton, 30% wool, 0.4% lycra (50 grams, 105 yards). Color: #003


Superlong Wrap

Difficulty level 3

This openwork wrap is just the thing for those ever-so-slightly chilly summer nights. It’s versatile enough to dress up or down—wear it over a light dress or with jeans and a casual top. The openwork pattern automatically creates the biased edges.

You will need:


	600 yards wool worsted weight yarn

	1 pair size 10 needles (or use a circular needle 32 inches long to make this project more portable)

	Scissors

	Tape measure

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be about 3 stitches per inch in pattern stitch on size 10 needles. Knit the first few inches of the wrap to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge and start again. Exact gauge is not critical for this project.

Directions


	Cast on 48 stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	Work 4 rows in garter stitch.

	Knit 2, *yarn over, knit 2 together, knit 1, repeat from * until 1 stitch remains. Knit the last stitch.

	Knit 2, purl across row until 2 stitches remain, knit 2. (This is the “right side” of the wrap.)

	Repeat steps 3 and 4 until wrap measures 83 ½ inches.

	Work 3 rows in garter stitch.

	Bind off.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

	Block wrap, stretching wide to open up the yarn overs.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 16 by 84 inches

Improvisation idea

For a shorter wrap, (about 68 inches) use about 475 yards or just one skein of the yarn shown.
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YARN CREDIT: Cascade Yarns “Ecological Wool,” 100% natural, undyed, Peruvian Highland wool (250 grams, 478 yards). Color: #8016


Seed Stitch Mittens & Scarf Set

Difficulty level 4

These mittens are long at the wrist for a dressier, more retro look. Use bold colors to show off the funky seed-stitch texture.

You will need:


	325 yards machine-washable wool bulky weight yarn (130 yards for mittens, 195 yards for scarf)

	Set of 4 size 7 double-pointed needles (mittens)

	1 pair size 7 needles (scarf)

	Stitch marker (optional)

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle

	2 pieces scrap yarn in contrasting color (about 8 inches long)



Gauge

Gauge should be 13 stitches per 4 inches in seed stitch on size 7 needles. Knit a seed stitch swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions

FOR MITTENS (MAKE 2)


	Cast on 24 stitches onto a size 7 double-pointed needle, leaving a 6-inch tail of yarn to weave in later. Divide the stitches evenly on 3 of the needles.

	Join the stitches in a circle and work in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing for 2 inches. You may find it helpful to place a stitch marker (optional) after the first stitch of the round to indicate the beginning of the round.

	Increase round: Increase 1 in the first stitch by knitting into the front and back of the stitch (25 stitches total), work to end of round in ribbing.

	Change to seed stitch and work for 3 ½ inches from top of cuff. Note: Seed stitch is worked as *knit 1, purl 1, repeat from * to last stitch, end knit 1. On the following rounds, knit the purl stitches, and purl the knit stitches as you come to them.

	With a piece of scrap yarn work 4 stitches in pattern. Slide these stitches back onto your left-hand needle.

	Again, work the first 4 stitches in pattern, this time using your original yarn. Work in pattern to the end of the round. You will return to the 4 stitches on scrap yarn later to work the thumb.

	Work in pattern for 5 inches above scrap yarn.

	Decrease for top: Knit 2 together across round, ending with knit 1: 13 stitches.

	Cut an 8-inch tail and use your yarn needle to draw the tail through the remaining stitches. Pull the yarn tight and draw the end to the inside of the mitten.

	Carefully remove the scrap yarn, picking up the 8 live stitches on 2 needles, 4 stitches each from the top and bottom of the thumb opening. Pick up an additional stitch at the end of the round, for a total of 9 stitches. Divide onto 3 needles.

	Work in seed stitch for 2 ½ inches.

	Next round: Knit 2 together across round, ending with knit 1: 5 stitches.

	Cut an 8-inch tail and use your yarn needle to draw the tail through the remaining stitches. Pull the yarn tight and draw the end to the inside of the mitten.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



DIRECTIONS FOR SCARF


	Cast on 19 stitches onto a size 7 straight needle, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	Work in seed stitch as for mittens until scarf measures 54 inches.

	Bind off in pattern.

	Cut yarn, leaving a 6-inch tail.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: 8 inches around and 10 ½ inches long from cast on to tip for mittens, 5 ¾ by 54 inches for scarf

Improvisation idea

Make short ribbed cuffs on the mittens for a more uniform seed-stitch look. Or go in the opposite direction and make long, warm, ribbed cuffs that slide way up your forearm.
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YARN CREDIT: Classic Elite Yarns “Bazic,” 100% superwash wool (50 grams, 65 yards). Color: #2961


Capelet

Difficulty level 4

Popular in the ’50s and ’60s, the capelet has now made a comeback. It’s perfect to wear over a little black dress or paired with a lighter top. I’ve used thick-and-thin, linen-blend yarn in this pattern for a slightly dressier and more eclectic look. The capelet is knit in the round, but you will be working back and forth on circular needles at first to create the neck opening.

You will need:


	450 yards thick-and-thin, wool-linen blend heavy worsted to bulky weight yarn

	1 size 8 circular needle, 36 inches long

	Set of 4 size 4 double-pointed needles

	5 stitch markers (4 of 1 color, 1 of another)

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle

	2 big beads for neck cord (optional)



Gauge

Gauge should be about 17 stitches per 5 inches in stockinette on size 8 needles. Knit a stockinette swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions


	Cast on 48 stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail of yarn to weave in later.

	Work 2 inches in knit 2, purl 2 rib back and forth in rows as if on straight needles.

	Eyelet row: Knit 2, yarn over, knit 7, yarn over; *knit 6, yarn over, repeat from * 4 more times (for a total of 5 repeats), knit 7, yarn over, knit 2: 56 stitches.

	Purl 1 row.

	Increase row: Work each increase by knitting through the front and back of 1 stitch, and use the 4 same-colored markers for this row. Knit 9, increase 1, place marker, increase 1, knit 6, increase 1, place marker, increase 1, knit 18, increase 1, place marker, increase 1, knit 6, increase 1, place marker, increase 1, knit 9: 8 stitches increased, 56 stitches.

	Purl across row.

	Repeat steps 5 and 6 nine more times (a total of 10 increase rounds), slipping markers as you come to them, and increasing in the stitches before and after each marker on the knit rows: 128 stitches.

	Join into a circle for working in the round. Place the different-colored marker to indicate the beginning of the round. You will not be increasing at this marker. It is simply to mark the starting point of the round.

	Work 3 rounds even, knitting every stitch to create stockinette stitch as you work in the round.

	Work an increase round as before, then knit 3 rounds even. Repeat the last 4 rounds 6 more times: 184 stitches.

	Work even with no further increases until capelet measures 14 inches from eyelet row. If you are over 5 feet 6 inches tall, or have a long torso, work an extra inch of stockinette.

	Work 1 inch in knit 2, purl 2 ribbing.

	Bind off loosely.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

	Block lightly, if desired.



FOR I-CORD NECK TIE

Note: If you want to use beads, string them onto the yarn before you begin the I-cord and slide them into place where you want them, or about 2 inches away from each end of the cord. You will have to bind off (draw entire ball of yarn through the last stitch–do not cut), slide bead into place, then cast on 4 stitches again and continue. You can secure each bead more tightly by threading the bind on and cast off ends through the bead.


	Cast on 4 stitches onto a size 4 double-pointed needle, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	Knit one row.

	Slide the work to the opposite end of the needle. Shift needle to left hand.

	Knit a row again in the same direction, bringing yarn around behind the stitches to work.

	Repeat steps 3 and 4 until cord is 30 inches long (or desired length), inserting beads about 2 inches from each end (optional).

	Bind off.

	Cut yarn, leaving a 6-inch tail.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

	Thread cord through the capelet’s eyelet row at neckline, beginning and ending at center front.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 14 inches around neck opening, 54 inches around at lower edge, and 15 inches long from base of neckband to lower edge

Improvisation idea

Turn your capelet into a poncho by continuing to knit until it falls to your waist.
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YARN CREDIT: Classic Elite Yarns “Zelda,” 70% wool, 30% linen (50 grams, 93 yards). Color: #3648


Ribbon-Tie Cardigan

Difficulty level 5

The cardigan is knit back and forth on long, circular needles with raglan shoulders, so you will only have to sew seams for the underarms and sleeves. This pattern is sized to fit a woman’s size small (34-inch bust). If you want to knit a medium (36-inch bust) or a large (38-inch bust), follow the directions in the parentheses.

You will need:


	640 (695, 770) yards machine-washable wool bulky weight yarn

	1 size 10 circular needle, 24 inches long

	1 size 10 circular needle, 40 inches long

	2 large stitch holders

	4 stitch markers

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle

	Ribbon (length and type depends on your preference)

	Sewing needle and thread that matches yarn



Gauge

Gauge should be about 3 stitches and 5 rows per inch in seed stitch on size 10 needles. Knit a seed stitch swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions


	Neck: Cast on 30 (32, 32) stitches onto the 24-inch size 10 needle. Work 1 wrong side row in seed stitch, placing markers after 4 (4, 4) stitches (left front), 2 (2, 2) stitches (left sleeve), 18 (20, 20) stitches (back), and 2 (2, 2) stitches (right sleeve). You will end with 4 (4, 4) stitches (right front). Note: Seed stitch is worked as *knit 1, purl 1, repeat from * to end. On the following rows, knit the purl stitches, and purl the knit stitches as you come to them.

	Increase row (right side): Work in seed stitch across row, increasing one stitch immediately before and after each of the 4 markers by knitting into the front and back of the same stitch: 8 stitches increased. This step creates the raglan shaping for top of the arms and the width of the chest.

	Work one row even in pattern.

	Repeat steps 2 and 3 ten more times, changing to 40-inch circular needle when stitches become too crowded for the 24-inch needle: 118 (120, 120) stitches.

	Repeat increase row as above.

	Work 3 rows even in pattern.

	Repeat steps 5 and 6 three (4, 5) more times: 150 (160, 168) stitches.

	Divide for body and sleeves: Removing markers as you come to them, increase 1 in first stitch. Work in pattern across remaining 18 (19, 20) stitches for right front. Place next 32 (34, 36) sleeve stitches on a stitch holder. Cast on 4 (4, 4) stitches. Join and work in pattern across next 48 (52, 54) stitches for back. Place next 32 (34, 36) sleeve stitches on a holder. Cast on 4 (4, 4) stitches. Join and work in pattern across left front until 1 stitch remains. Increase 1 in the last stitch. The body of your sweater continues on 96 (102, 106) stitches.

	Work in seed stitch, increasing 1 at the beginning and end of each row 2 (2, 3) more times: 100 (106, 112) stitches. Continue working on these stitches until body measures 13 (13, 13 ½) inches from armhole, or about 21 (22, 23) inches from cast on. Bind off in pattern.

	Sleeves: (Worked back and forth on circular needle as if on straight needles.) Transfer stitches for one sleeve from holder to needle. With right side facing, cast on 2 (2, 2) stitches. Work in seed stitch across sleeve stitches. Cast on 2 (2, 2) stitches: 36 (38, 40) stitches.

	Work 4 (4, 4) rows even.

	Decrease row: Decrease 1 stitch at each end of next row by knitting the first 2 and last 2 stitches together: 2 stitches decreased.

	Work 11 (10, 10) rows even.

	Repeat steps 12 and 13 five (6, 6) more times: 24 (24, 26) stitches.

	Work even in pattern until sleeve measures 16 (16 ½, 17) inches from armhole.

	Bind off in pattern.

	Repeat steps 10–16 for second sleeve.

	Sew cast on stitches of body and sleeves together at underarms, then sew sleeve seams.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in loose ends and trim.

	Sew a length of ribbon to each cardigan front just below where the neck shaping ends, using sewing needle and matching thread.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 34 ½ (37 ½, 38 ½) inches around chest with ribbon tied to leave about a 1 ½-inch gap between the fronts, 13 (13, 13 ½) inches from underarm to lower edge, and sleeves 16 (16 ½, 17) inches from underarm to lower edge

Improvisation idea:

End your sleeves between the elbow and wrist for a three-quarters length look.
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YARN CREDIT: Brown Sheep Company, Inc. “Lamb’s Pride Superwash Bulky” 100% machine-washable wool, (100 grams, 110 yards). Color: #SW02 Rouge Red


Men’s Roll Neck Sweater

Difficulty level 5

This casual sweater is fast and fun to knit, requiring a minimum of finishing. (You will only have to sew seams for the underarms and sleeves.) This pattern is for a men’s size small (34/36-inch chest). If you want to knit a medium (38/40-inch chest) or a large (42/44-inch chest), follow the directions in the parentheses. The pattern allows about 2 to 4 inches of wearing ease.

You will need:


	970 (1,100, 1,320) yards wool or wool-blend worsted weight yarn

	1 size 8 circular needle, 16 inches long

	1 size 8 circular needle, 36 inches long

	2 large stitch holders

	4 stitch markers (3 of 1 color, 1 of another)

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be about 4 stitches and 5 rows per inch in stockinette on size 8 needles. Knit a stockinette swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions


	Neck: Cast on 58 (62, 66) stitches onto the 16-inch size 8 needle. Place the different-colored stitch marker on the needle to mark the beginning of the round. Join in a circle, being careful not to twist, and work in stockinette stitch for 3 (3, 3 ½) inches.

	Shoulders: Using the 3 same-colored markers, knit 22 (23, 24), place marker, knit 7 (8, 9), place marker, knit 22 (23, 24), place marker, knit 7 (8, 9). You are now at the beginning of your round.

	Increase round: Knit around, increasing 1 stitch on either side of each marker by knitting through the front and back of the stitches immediately before and after each of the 4 markers: 8 stitches increased. This step creates the raglan shaping for the top of the arms and the width of the chest.

	Knit one round even.

	Repeat steps 3 and 4 24 (26, 29) more times, changing to 36-inch circular needle when the stitches become too crowded for the 16-inch needle: 258 (278, 306) stitches.

	Divide for body and sleeves: Removing the 3 same-colored markers as you go, knit across 72 (77, 84) stitches for front. Place next 57 (62, 69) sleeve stitches on a stitch holder. Cast on 5 (8, 9) stitches. Join and knit across next 72 (77, 84) stitches for back. Place next 57 (62, 69) sleeve stitches on a holder. Cast on 5 (8, 9) stitches. Slip end-of-round marker, and join into a circle. The body of your sweater continues on these 154 (170, 186) stitches for the front and back. Work in stockinette stitch until body measures 16 (17, 18) inches from armhole, with lower edge unrolled. Bind off.

	Sleeves: (Worked back and forth on circular needle as if on straight needles.) Transfer stitches for one sleeve from holder to needle. With right side facing, cast on 3 (4, 4) stitches. Knit across sleeve stitches. Cast on 3 (4, 4) stitches: 63 (70, 77) stitches.

	Work 7 (5, 3) rows even.

	Decrease row: Decrease 1 stitch at each end of next row by knitting the first 2 and last 2 stitches together: 2 stitches decreased.

	Work 5 (5, 5) rows even.

	Repeat steps 9 and 10 once more: 59 (66, 73) stitches.

	Again, decrease 1 stitch at each end of next row: 2 stitches decreased.

	Work 3 rows even.

	Repeat steps 12 and 13 for 13 (16, 18) more times: 31 (32, 35) stitches.

	Work even until sleeve measures 19 (20, 21) inches from armhole, with cuff edge unrolled. Bind off loosely.

	Repeat steps 7–15 for second sleeve.

	Sew cast on stitches of body and sleeves together at underarms, then sew sleeve seams.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in loose ends and trim.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 38 (42, 46) inches around chest, 16 (17, 18) inches from underarm to lower edge with bottom of garment unrolled, and sleeves 19 (20, 21) inches from underarm to lower edge with cuff unrolled

Improvisation idea

Add bold stripes to pep up your sweater.
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YARN CREDIT: Brown Sheep Company, Inc. “Lamb’s Pride Worsted,” 85% wool, 15% mohair (4 ounces, 190 yards). Color: #M26 Medieval Red


High-Top Baby Booties

Difficulty level 4

These snug and stretchy booties will stay put on your little critter’s feet, keeping out the cold and looking oh-so-adorable. You can leave the cuff up or fold it over for a more elfin look.

You will need:


	50 yards machine-washable wool worsted weight yarn

	Set of 4 size 6 double-pointed needles

	Stitch marker

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle

	¼-inch wide ribbon or accent yarn for ankle ties



Gauge

Gauge should be about 4 ½ stitches per inch in stockinette on size 6 needles. Knit a stockinette swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions (make 2)


	Cast on 22 stitches loosely, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later. Divide the stitches as evenly as possible on 3 of the needles and join into a circle, being careful not to twist stitches. Place a stitch marker after the first stitch of the round to indicate the beginning of the round (center back of leg).

	Work 2 inches in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing.

	Eyelet round (for ribbon): *Knit 1, purl 1, knit 2 together, yarn over, repeat from * once more. **Knit 1, purl 1, repeat from ** 2 more times. ***Knit 2 together, yarn over, knit 1, purl 1, repeat from *** once more.

	Cut yarn, leaving a 4-inch tail. Divide stitches onto the 3 needles so that there are 9 stitches on the first needle, 4 center stitches on the second needle, and 9 stitches on the third needle. Rejoin the yarn to the needle with the center 4 stitches, and work these 4 stitches in garter stitch (knit every row) for 13 rows. This creates the instep.

	Now you will knit around the entire bootie.

	Place marker before the last stitch on the instep needle. This stitch is the new ending point of your round.

	Pick up and knit 7 stitches along the first side of the instep flap, work knit 1, purl 1 pattern as established over 9 stitches on next needle, then continue ribbing pattern over 9 stitches of following needle, then pick up and knit 7 stitches along the other side of the instep flap, then knit across 4 stitches of instep: 36 stitches.

	On the next round, work the entire bootie in knit 1, purl 1 pattern. Continue in pattern for 1 inch.

	Start working the sole in stockinette stitch.

	Round 1: Knit 2 together, knit 3, knit 2 together, knit 18, knit 2 together, knit 3, knit 2 together, knit 4: 32 stitches.

	Round 2: Work even.

	Round 3: Knit 2 together, knit 1, knit 2 together, knit 8, knit 2 together, knit 8, knit 2 together, knit 1, knit 2 together, knit 1, knit 2 together, knit 1: 26 stitches.

	Round 4: Work even.

	Bind off. Cut yarn leaving 12-inch tail.

	Rearrange stitches with 13 stitches each on two needles, one needle each for the right and left halves of the bootie. Use tail to seam stitches together along the center of the bottom of sole.
Note: You can use either the knit or purl side for the base of the bootie—the stitch patterns in the rest of the bootie are reversible.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

	Cut a 16-inch length of ribbon, accent yarn, or prepare a crochet chain the desired length, and thread through eyelet row. Tie in a bow at center front.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 3 ½ inches long from heel to toe, and 3 ½ inches high from base of foot to top of cuff, with cuff unfolded

Improvisation idea

Make a bunch of booties in different colors to match your favorite baby outfits. An outfit with matching booties also makes a great baby shower gift.
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YARN CREDIT: Shepherd Yarns “Color 4 Me,” 100% machine-washable wool (50 grams, 97 yards). Color: #4022 green


Lozenge-look Baby Blanket

Difficulty level 3

This soft, old-fashioned blanket makes a great baby-shower gift. And it’s a quick knit once you get into the groove of the pattern. Make sure to use machine-washable yarn for easy laundering.

You will need:


	1,170 yards machine-washable wool worsted weight yarn

	1 size 7 circular needle, 32 inches long

	2 stitch markers

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be about 4 ½ stitches per inch in pattern stitch on size 7 needles. Knit the first few inches of the blanket to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge and start again. Exact gauge is not critical for this project.

Directions


	Cast on 120 stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	Work 1 ¼ inches in garter stitch (knit all stitches every row).

	Knit 5, place marker, knit 2, *purl 2, knit 2, repeat from * until 5 stitches remain, place second marker, knit 5.

	(Right side) Knit 5, slip marker to right hand needle, purl 2 *knit 1, yarn over, knit 1, purl 2, repeat from * until 5 stitches remain, slip second marker to right hand needle, knit 5: 147 stitches on needle, counting the yarn overs.

	Knit 5, slip marker, knit 2, *purl 3, knit 2, repeat from * until 5 stitches remain, slip marker, knit 5.

	Knit 5, slip marker, purl 2, *knit 3, pass the first of these 3 stitches over the next 2 stitches and let fall from the needle, purl 2, repeat from * until 5 stitches remain, slip marker, knit 5: 120 stitches.

	Repeat steps 3–6, slipping markers as established, until blanket measures 33 ¾ inches.

	Work 1 ¼ inches in garter stitch.

	Bind off.

	Cut yarn, leaving a 6-inch tail.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

	Block lightly, if desired.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 26 inches wide by 35 inches long

Improvisation idea

Supersize the dimensions to make a throw for a couch or a textured afghan by adding stitches to the width in multiples of 4.
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YARN CREDIT: Dale of Norway “Free Style,” 100% machine-washable wool (50 grams, 118 yards). Color: #5703


Baby Girl Jumper

Difficulty level 3

Here is a simple little jumper to wear over a favorite shirt and colorful tights. This pattern fits an infant aged 9–12 months. Directions for a baby 12–18 months or 18–24 months, respectively, are in parentheses.

You will need:


	330 (430, 520) yards machine-washable wool baby or fingering weight yarn

	1 pair size 0 needles

	1 size 2 circular needle, 16 inches long

	1 size 2 circular needle, 24 inches long

	2 stitch markers (1 each in 2 colors)

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle

	2 buttons

	Sewing needle and thread that matches yarn



Gauge

Gauge should be about 6 ½ stitches and 9 rows per inch in stockinette on size 2 needles. Knit a stockinette swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions

FOR JUMPER


	Cast on 96 (112, 124) stitches onto the 16-inch size 2 needle.

	Place marker and join into a circle, being careful not to twist stitches.

	Work ½ inch in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing.

	Make buttonholes: Work in pattern for 15 (18, 20) stitches. Bind off next 2 stitches. Work in pattern next 14 (16, 18) stitches. Bind off next 2 stitches. Work in pattern until end of round.

	Work in pattern, casting on 2 stitches at each place where you bound off 2 stitches in the previous row to complete the buttonholes.

	Continue working in pattern until ribbing measures 3 (3 ½, 4) inches.

	Change to stockinette stitch and work 1 round even. Place a second, different-colored marker at mid round, after 48 (56, 62) stitches.

	Increase round: Increase 20 stitches evenly across round: 116 (132, 144) stitches.

	Working in stockinette stitch, knit 2 rounds even.

	Increase round: Increase 1 stitch after each marker: 2 stitches increased.

	Work 1 round even.

	Repeat steps 10 and 11 twenty-nine (32, 35) more times, changing to 24-inch size 2 needle when stitches become too crowded for 16-inch needle: 176 (198, 216) stitches.

	Work 3 rounds even.

	Work ¾ (1, 1 ¼) inches in garter stitch in the round (knit 1 round, purl 1 round).

	Bind off. Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



FOR SHOULDER STRAPS (MAKE 2)


	Cast on 10 stitches onto size 0 needles.

	Work in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing until strap measures 9 (10, 11) inches long.

	Bind off in pattern.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

	With sewing needle and thread, sew buttons 1 ½ inches from one end of each shoulder strap, or wherever best fit is achieved.

	Attach other ends of shoulder straps to back of bodice, aligned with the buttonholes on the front.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 18 (20 ½, 22) inches around top of skirt just below ribbed bodice, and skirt 8 ¼ (9, 10) inches long from base of ribbed bodice to lower edge

Improvisation idea

Knit the bodice and the garter stitch edging in a contrasting color.
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YARN CREDIT: Dale of Norway “Baby Ull,” 100% machine-washable merino wool (50 grams, 192 yards). Color: #4227


Infant Mittens

Difficulty level 3

Without the thumbs, these mittens are a cinch to whip up and even easier to slip on and off tiny hands. This pattern fits an infant from 0–3 months. Directions for infants 3–6, 6–9, and 9–12 months, respectively, are in parentheses. (Little hands grow fast!)

You will need:


	45 (55, 70, 85) yards soft wool baby or fingering weight yarn

	Set of 4 size 0 double-pointed needles

	Set of 4 size 2 double-pointed needles

	Stitch marker (optional)

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be 8 stitches per inch stockinette on size 2 double-pointed needles. Knit a stockinette swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions (make 2)


	Cast on 22 (26, 30, 32) stitches onto a size 0 needle, leaving a 6-inch tail of yarn to weave in later. Divide the stitches as evenly as possible on 3 of the needles.

	Join the stitches in a circle and work 1 (1 ¼, 1 ½, 1 ½) inches in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing. You may find it helpful to place a stitch marker (optional) after the first stitch of the round to indicate the beginning of the round.

	Switch to size 2 needles, knitting the next round.

	Knit, increasing 3 stitches evenly for a total of 25 (29, 33, 35) stitches.

	Work even in stockinette (knit all stitches every round) until hand measures 2 (2 ½, 3, 3 ½) inches from top of cuff.

	Shape top of mitten: *Knit 1, knit 2 together, repeat from * across round, ending with knit 1 (2, 0, 2): 17 (20, 22, 24) stitches.

	Work one round even.

	Knit 2 together across round, ending with knit 1 (0, 0, 0): 9 (10, 11, 12) stitches.

	Cut an 8-inch tail and use your yarn needle to draw the tail through the remaining stitches. Pull the yarn tight and draw the end to the inside of the mitten.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



OPTIONAL I-CORD TO HOLD THE MITTENS TOGETHER:


	Cast on 3 (3, 3, 4) stitches onto a size 2, double-pointed needle, leaving an 8-inch tail to join to mitten later.

	Knit one row.

	Slide the stitches to the opposite end of the needle. Shift needle to left hand.

	Knit a row again in the same direction, bringing yarn around behind the stitches to work.

	Repeat steps 3 and 4 until cord is 26 (27, 28, 29) inches long.

	Bind off.

	Cut yarn, leaving an 8-inch tail.

	Using a yarn needle and the yarn tails at the beginning and end of the cord, secure ends of cord to inside of mitten cuffs.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: 3 ⅛ (3 ⅝, 4 ⅛, 4 ⅜) inches around and 3 ¼ (4, 4 ¾, 5 ¼) inches long from cast on to tip

Improvisation idea

Make enough pairs of mittens to have a pair threaded through each of baby’s winter jackets and snowsuits. That way you can just pick up and go without having to switch mittens from outfit to outfit.
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YARN CREDIT: Dale of Norway “Baby Ull,” 100% machine-washable merino wool (50 grams, 192 yards). Color: #7854 (dark green, shown in size 9–12 months) and #8523 (light green, shown in size 3–6 months)


Baby Keep Your Neck Warm

Difficulty level 3

This neck warmer is soft and loose, yet stays put around an infant or child’s neck and chin area, keeping him warm despite his best efforts to pull it off and toss it away. This pattern fits an infant from 6–12 months. Directions for toddlers and children are in parentheses.

You will need:


	95 (135) yards soft luxury wool-blend light DK or sport weight yarn

	1 size 3 circular needle, 16 inches long

	Stitch marker

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be 6 stitches per inch in knit 3, purl 1 ribbing on size 3 needles. Knit a ribbing swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions


	Cast on 80 (88) stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail of yarn to weave in later.

	Place a stitch marker on the needle and join the stitches in a circle.

	Work in knit 3, purl 1 ribbing until neck warmer measures 6 (8) inches.

	Bind off in pattern.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: 6 (8) inches high and approximately 13 ½ (14 ¾) inches around

Improvisation idea

Alternate two different colors every two rounds.
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YARN CREDIT: Debbie Bliss “Baby Cashmerino,” 55% merino wool, 33% microfiber, 12% cashmere (50 grams, 137 yards). Color: #202


Soft Blocks

Difficulty level 2

These cushy blocks are easy to hold onto and perfectly safe for little ones. If you make every side a different color, it’s a great way to use up small bits of yarn.

You will need:


	70 yards each of six different colors machine-washable wool worsted weight yarn

	1 pair size 5 needles

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle

	Three 4-inch square blocks of foam

	Polyester fiberfill (optional)



Gauge

FOR STOCKINETTE BLOCK

Gauge should be about 4 ½ stitches per inch in stockinette on size 5 needles. Knit a stockinette swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

FOR SEED STITCH BLOCK

Gauge should be about 3 ¾ stitches per inch in seed stitch on size 5 needles. Work seed stitch swatch and check needle size as given above.

FOR RIBBED BLOCK

Gauge should be about 5 stitches per inch in knit 2, purl 2 ribbing on size 5 needles. Work ribbing swatch and check needle size as given above.

Directions

FOR STOCKINETTE STITCH BLOCK (MAKE 6, ONE IN EACH COLOR)


	Cast on 18 stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	Work in stockinette stitch until square measures 4 inches.

	Bind off, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.



FOR SEED STITCH BLOCK (MAKE 6, ONE IN EACH COLOR)


	Cast on 15 stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	Work all rows in seed stitch until square measures 4 inches. Seed stitch is worked as *knit 1, purl 1, repeat from * to last stitch, ending knit 1.

	Bind off, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.



FOR RIBBED BLOCK (MAKE 6, ONE IN EACH COLOR)


	Cast on 20 stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	Work all rows in knit 2, purl 2 ribbing until square measures 4 inches.

	Bind off, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.



FOR ASSEMBLING THE SQUARES

Sew the squares together, block by block. I find it easiest to sew 4 squares in a row, add 2 squares to the sides of the second square of the row, then stitch the block into shape. Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends. Make sure you squish the foam stuffing into place before sewing up the last square. If you desire, round out the sides by stuffing with a little polyester fiberfill before closing the last seam.

FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 4 inches square

Improvisation idea

Spell out your child’s name one letter per block in duplicate stitch embroidery. Use a piece of knitting graph paper to figure out size and placement for each letter.
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YARN CREDIT: Heirloom Yarns “Easy Care 12-ply,” 100% machine-washable merino wool (50 grams, 72 yards). Colors: #771 purple, #700 pink, #790 yellow, #773 turquoise, #705 white, and #799 green


Baby Boatneck Sweater

Difficulty level 1

This is a very warm and easy-to-make sweater. The boatneck slides easily over baby’s head and the sleeves bell out slightly at the cuffs. This pattern fits an infant from 6–12 months. Directions for a sweater for a 12–18 month baby are in parentheses.

You will need:


	85 (105) yards each of colors A (dark) and B (light) alpaca-wool blend bulky weight yarn

	1 pair size 10 needles

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be about 11 stitches per 4 inches in garter stitch on size 10 needles. Knit a garter stitch swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions

Note: The darker of the two colors is designated as A, and the lighter color is B. Knit all stitches every row for garter stitch. If you want a clean color change, with no “blips” of the other color showing, always change colors at the same edge of the piece.

FOR FRONT AND BACK (MAKE 2)


	Cast on 23 (26) stitches with color A.

	Work ¾ inch in garter stitch.

	Switch to color B and knit 1 inch.

	Switch to color A and knit 2 rows.

	Switch to color B and knit 2 rows.

	Switch to color A and knit 2 rows.

	Switch to color B and knit 2 inches.

	Switch to color A and knit 2 inches.

	Switch to color B and knit until piece measures 8 ½ (9) inches long.

	Bind off. Cut yarn, leaving a 12-inch tail to use to seam later.



FOR SLEEVES (MAKE 2)


	Cast on 21 (24) stitches with color A.

	Work ¾ inch in garter stitch.

	Switch to color B and knit 1 inch.

	Switch to color A and knit 2 rows.

	Switch to color B and knit 2 rows.

	Switch to color A and knit 2 rows.

	Switch to color B and knit 2 inches.

	Switch to color A and knit until sleeve measures 6 (7) inches long.

	Bind off. Cut yarn leaving a 12-inch tail to use to seam later.



FOR ASSEMBLING THE SWEATER


	Place front and back pieces on a flat surface with the wrong side facing you and the color B bind off edges butting up against each other.

	Place each sleeve wrong side up, so that the center of the bind off edge aligns with the shoulder seam, and the width of each sleeve is equally divided between the front and back sides. Color A will be against the body of the sweater.

	Sew seams in this order: sleeves to body, sleeve seams, side seams, then shoulders. For the shoulders you will stitch 1 ½ (1 ¾) inches from the sleeves toward the middle, leaving about 5 ½ (6) inches unstitched in the center for neck opening.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 17 (19) inches around chest, 8 ½ (9) inches from lower edge of sweater to top of shoulders, and sleeves 6 (7) inches long

Improvisation idea

Use up scrap yarn (make sure it is all the same weight) and make a super-multicolored sweater by changing colors every 2 rows.
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YARN CREDIT: Reynolds Yarns “Andean Alpaca Regal,” 90% Peruvian alpaca, 10% wool (100 grams, 110 yards). Colors: #158 (dark purple) and #125 (light purple)


Chenille Pillow

Difficulty level 2

It’s nice to have a soft, chenille pillow to rest your head on after a long, hard day. This pillow is made with chunky chenille that knits up quickly. And no need to worry, the subtle pattern won’t detract from your home decor.

You will need:


	220 yards chenille super bulky weight yarn

	20-by-20-inch pillow form

	1 size 10 circular needle, 32 inches long

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be about 1 ½ stitches per inch in pattern stitch on size 10 needles. Knit a swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions


	Cast on 31 stitches, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	(Wrong side) *Knit 1, purl 1, repeat from * to end of row, ending with a knit stitch.

	*Purl 1, knit 1, repeat from * to end of row, ending with a purl stitch.

	*Purl 1, knit 1, repeat from * to end of row, ending with a purl stitch.

	*Knit 1, purl 1, repeat from * to end of row, ending with a knit stitch.

	Repeat steps 2–5 until pillow cover measures 46 inches from cast on.

	Bind off in pattern.

	Lay piece flat with right side up. Fold ends over each other so they overlap by 6 inches.

	Seam the sides. When you reach the envelope closure (overlapping part) make sure you sew through all 3 layers.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

	Turn right side out and insert pillow form into cover through opening.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: about 20 inches wide by 46 inches long, assembled to 20 inches square

Improvisation idea

Make a matching chenille blanket for additional leisure time luxury.
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YARN CREDIT: Lion Brand Yarn “Chenille Thick & Quick,” 91% acrylic, 9% rayon (no weight given, 100 yards). Color: #108 dusty blue


Curl Up & Read Throw

Difficulty level 1

This is an extremely simple, extremely warm throw—perfect for cozying up in. And it’s big enough for two! You will be working with a double strand of yarn throughout for this blanket.

You will need:


	1,550 yards each of wool sport-weight yarn and brushed mohair bulky-weight yarn

	1 size 10 circular needle, 40 inches long

	Stitch marker

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be 3 stitches per inch in stockinette on size 10 needles with a strand of each yarn held together. Knit a stockinette swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions


	Cast on 145 stitches with a strand of each yarn held together as one, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	Work 1 ½ inches in seed stitch. Note: For seed stitch every row is worked as *knit 1, purl 1, repeat from * across row to last stitch, end knit 1.

	Row 1: Work first 5 stitches in seed stitch, knit until 5 stitches remain, work remaining 5 stitches in seed stitch.

	Row 2: Work first 5 stitches in seed stitch, purl until 5 stitches remain, work remaining 5 stitches in seed stitch.

	Repeat steps 3 and 4 until throw measures 63 ½ inches.

	Work 1 ½ inches in seed stitch across all stitches.

	Bind off in pattern.

	Cut yarn, leaving a 6-inch tail.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 48 ½ by 65 inches

Improvisation idea

Choose several different colors to use in different width stripes to offset the main color of the throw. Or, if you fancy a textured throw, work the entire blanket in seed stitch.
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YARN CREDIT: Halcyon Yarns “Victorian 2-Ply Wool,” 100% wool (3 ½ ounces, 325 yards). Color: #102. Halcyon Yarns “Victorian Brushed Mohair,” 70% mohair, 24% wool, 6% nylon (14 ounces, 1025 yards; also available in 2 ounces, 145 yards). Color: #102


Two-Tone Felted Tote

Difficulty level 2

This sturdy tote is big enough to hold all of your essentials yet small enough to still be chic and fashionable. The straps are just long enough to sling the bag over your shoulder and under your arm. If you’d like to make longer straps, you’ll need a second skein of yarn. Stay away from very light colors as they tend not to felt as well.

You will need:


	80 yards each of colors A and B wool super-bulky weight yarn

	1 size 13 circular needle, 24 inches long

	Set of 4 size 10 double-pointed needles

	4 stitch markers (3 of 1 color, 1 of another)

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle

	Top-loading washing machine

	Laundry detergent

	An old pair of jeans (optional)



Gauge

Gauge should be about 2 stitches per inch in garter stitch on size 13 needles, before felting. Knit a garter stitch swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge. Exact gauge is not critical for this project.

Directions

BASE:


	Cast on 24 stitches with color A onto a size 13 circular needle, leaving a 6-inch tail of yarn to weave in later.

	Work 12 rows back and forth in garter stitch. Do not break yarn.



SIDES (WORKED UPWARD FROM AROUND THE PERIMETER OF THE BASE TO BUILD UP THE SIDES):


	Knit one more row, place marker (first of 3 of same color).

	Pick up and knit 6 stitches along short side of base, place marker (second of 3 of same color).

	Pick up and knit 24 stitches long cast on edge of base, place marker (third of 3 of same color).

	Pick up and knit 6 stitches along remaining short side of base, place marker (1 of a different color). This will be called the first marker and it indicates the beginning of your round: 60 stitches.

	Join into a circle.

	Purl 1, knit to 1 stitch before the second marker, purl 1, slip marker.

	Knit to third marker, slip marker, purl 1.

	Knit to 1 stitch before the fourth marker, purl 1.

	Slip marker and knit to beginning of round.

	Repeat steps 8–11 until tote measures 4 inches above base.

	Decrease round: Purl 1, slip 1, knit 1, pass slipped stitch over; knit until 3 stitches before second marker, knit 2 together, purl 1, slip marker.

	Knit 2, knit 2 together, knit to third marker, slip marker, purl 1, slip 1, knit 1, pass slipped stitch over.

	Knit to 3 stitches before fourth marker, knit 2 together, purl 1, slip marker.

	Knit 2, knit 2 together, knit to first marker: 54 stitches.

	Repeat steps 8–11 on 54 stitches until bag measures 6 inches from base. Change to color B, if desired.

	Repeat steps 8–11 until tote measures 8 inches from base.

	Repeat steps 13–16 for decrease round: 48 stitches.

	Repeat steps 8–11 on 48 stitches until tote measures 11 inches from base.

	Work one inch in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing.

	Bind off in pattern, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in loose ends and trim.



FOR I-CORD STRAPS (MAKE 2)


	Cast on 4 stitches with color B onto a size 10 double-pointed needle, leaving an 8-inch tail to weave in later.

	Knit one row.

	Slide the stitches to the opposite end of the needle. Shift needle to left hand.

	Knit a row again in the same direction, bringing yarn around behind the stitches to work.

	Repeat steps 3 and 4 until strap is 19 inches long (or desired length).

	Bind off.

	Cut yarn, leaving an 8-inch tail.

	Using your yarn needle and the tails, attach the strap ends to the inside of the ribbing as shown, just above the last stockinette round. Trim ends.



TO FELT

Place the tote in a washing machine filled with hot, soapy water. Add a pair of jeans to help the felting process, if desired. Agitate for approximately 14 minutes. Take tote out before the spin cycle, and rinse in cold water. (If you’d like an even tighter, smaller, bag put it through another cycle.) Shape and lay flat to dry.

FINISHED DIMENSIONS: (after felting) approximately 12 inches wide, 10 inches high, and 3 inches deep at bottom, not including straps

Improvisation idea

You can make a simpler, more open tote by ignoring the decrease rounds and working straight up, from base to top, without shaping.
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YARN CREDIT: Bartlett Yarns “Fisherman Bulky,” 100% wool (4 ounces, 80 yards). Colors: #B-41 (spruce heather, A) and #B-6 (denim B)


Big Li‘l Pumpkin Hat

Difficulty level 3

This hat is the perfect project to usher in fall. This pattern fits an infant or toddler from 6 months to 2 years of age. Directions for children and teens or whimsical adults are in parentheses.

You will need:


	105 (130, 170) yards machine-washable wool worsted weight yarn

	About 4 yards dark green worsted weight wool for stem

	1 size 6 circular needle, 16 inches long

	Set of 4 size 6 double-pointed needles

	Stitch marker

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be about 4 ½ stitches per inch in stockinette on size 6 needles. Knit a stockinette swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions

FOR HAT


	Cast on 70 (80, 90) stitches onto size 6 circular needle, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later.

	Place a stitch marker on the needle and join the stitches into a circle.

	Work in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing for 4 (4 ½, 5 ½) inches.

	Work in stockinette stitch for 1 ¼ (1 ½, 2) inches.

	Decrease for top of hat: *Knit 8, knit 2 together, repeat from * to end of round: 63 (72, 81) stitches. Continue to decrease as given below, changing to double-pointed needles when there are not enough stitches to fit around the circular needle.

	Work 1 round even.

	*Knit 7, knit 2 together, repeat from * to end of round: 56 (64, 72) stitches.

	Work 1 round even.

	*Knit 6, knit 2 together, repeat from * to end of round: 49 (56, 63) stitches.

	Work 1 round even.

	*Knit 5, knit 2 together, repeat from * to end of round: 42 (48, 54) stitches.

	Work 1 round even.

	*Knit 4, knit 2 together, repeat from * to end of round: 35 (40, 45) stitches.

	Work 1 round even.

	*Knit 3, knit 2 together, repeat from * to end of round: 28 (32, 36) stitches.

	Work 1 round even.

	*Knit 2, knit 2 together, repeat from * to end of round: 21 (24, 27) stitches.

	Work 1 round even.

	*Knit 1, knit 2 together, repeat from * to end of round: 14 (16, 18) stitches.

	Begin stem: Attach green yarn and knit 1 round even. Cut orange yarn leaving a 6-inch tail.

	Knit 2 together across round: 7 (8, 9) stitches.

	Continue in stockinette stitch until stem measures 1 (1 ¼, 1 ½) inches.

	Divide stitches as evenly as possible onto 2 needles (you will have one extra stitch for the smallest and largest sizes).

	With a third needle, bind off the first stitch from each of the other two needles together, repeat across. End with a single stitch for the smallest and largest sizes.

	Cut yarn, leaving a 6-inch tail. Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends. Fold ribbed edge in half to create a brim.



FOR EARFLAPS (MAKE 2)


	Cast on 18 (20, 24) stitches onto size 6 circular needle.

	Knit 2, *knit 1, purl 1, repeat from * until 2 stitches remain, knit 2.

	Repeat step 2 until flap measures 1 inch from cast on.

	Knit 2, knit 2 together, *knit 1, purl 1, repeat from * until 4 stitches remain, knit 2 together, knit 2: 2 stitches decreased.

	Work one row in pattern (no decreases).

	Knit 2, knit 2 together, *purl 1, knit 1, repeat from * until 4 stitches remain, knit 2 together, knit 2: 2 stitches decreased.

	Work one row in pattern (no decreases).

	Repeat steps 4–7 once (twice, three) more times: 10 (8, 8) stitches remain. For the smallest size only, repeat steps 4 and 5 once more: 8 stitches remain for all sizes.

	Knit 2 together across row: 4 stitches.

	Work 8 (9, 10) inches of I-cord on remaining 4 stitches as follows.

	Slide 4 stitches from earflap onto a size 6 double-pointed needle and knit one row.

	Slide the stitches to the opposite end of the needle. Shift needle to left hand and knit a row again in the same direction, bringing yarn around behind the stitches to work.

	Repeat step 12 until cord is 8 (9, 10) inches long.

	Bind off.

	Cut yarn, leaving a 6-inch tail. Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.

	Attach cast on edge of earflaps to hat, spacing earflaps about 26 (28, 30) stitches apart at the front, or wherever the best fit is achieved.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 15 ½ (17 ¾, 20) inches around

Improvisation idea

If you want a less whimsical hat, don’t switch to the green yarn and draw the tail end of the yarn through the stitches to finish the top of the hat after step 21.
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YARN CREDIT: Shepherd Yarns “Color 4 Me,” 100% machine-washable wool (50 grams, 97 yards). Color: #4951 orange, no color number given for dark green


Men’s Bulky V-Neck Sweater

Difficulty level 5

The beauty of a V-neck sweater is that you can dress it up or dress it down. It’s the ultimate in versatility. This pattern is to fit a man’s size small (38-inch chest). If you want to knit a medium (40-inch chest) or a large (43-inch chest), follow the directions in the parentheses. The pattern allows about 4 inches of wearing ease.

You will need:


	595 (660, 755) yards wool bulky weight yarn

	1 size 10 circular needle, 29 inches long

	1 size 9 circular needle, 24 inches long

	3 stitch markers

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle

	Stitch holders (1 large, 1 small)



Gauge

Gauge should be about 2 ½ stitches and 4 rows per inch in stockinette on size 10 needles. Knit a stockinette swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions

FOR BACK


	Cast on 53 (55, 59) stitches onto size 10 circular needle.

	Work 3 inches in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing back and forth in rows.

	Work in stockinette stitch until piece measures 15 (16, 17) inches. End with purl row.

	Armholes: Bind off 3 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows: 47 (49, 53) stitches.

	Work 1 row even.

	Next row: Knit 2 together, knit until 2 stitches remain on the needle, slip 1, knit 1, pass slipped stitch over: 45 (47, 51) stitches.

	Work one row even.

	Repeat steps 6 and 7 three more times: 39 (41, 45) stitches.

	Work even in stockinette stitch until armhole measures 8 (9, 10) inches. End with a knit row.

	Bind off for shoulders: Bind off 5 (5, 6) stitches at beginning of next 2 rows, then 5 (6, 7) at beginning of next 2 rows. Place remaining 19 stitches on a large stitch holder for neck.



FOR FRONT


	Work as for back until armhole measures 3 ¼ (3 ¾, 4 ¾) inches: 39 (41, 45) stitches. Work 19 (20, 22) stitches. Place next (center) stitch on a small stitch holder. This is the center of your V. Join a second ball of yarn and work remaining 19 (20, 22) stitches. Working each side separately, work next row even.

	Continue working both sides separately at the same time, decreasing 1 stitch at each neck edge every other row 9 times: 10 (11, 13) stitches at each side. Work even until piece measures same as back to shoulder.

	Bind off shoulders to match back.



FOR SLEEVES


	Cast on 24 (26, 28) stitches onto size 9 circular needle. Work 3 inches in knit 1, purl 1 rib back and forth in rows.

	Increase row: Change to size 10 needle and knit, increasing 3 stitches evenly across row: 27 (29, 31) stitches.

	Change to stockinette stitch, and work 5 rows even, beginning and ending with a purl row.

	Increase row: Increase 2 stitches by knitting through the front and back of the second and next-to-last stitches.

	Work 3 rows even.

	Repeat steps 17 and 18 six more times: 41 (43, 45) stitches.

	Work even until sleeve measures 17 ½ (18, 18 ½) inches from cast on.

	Decrease for sleeve cap: Bind off 3 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows: 35 (37, 39) stitches.

	Work 2 rows even.

	Bind off 1 stitch at the beginning of the next 2 rows.

	Repeat step 23 four (five, six) more times: 25 stitches for all sizes.

	Work 2 (2, 3) rows even.

	Bind off 2 stitches at beginning of the next 4 rows: 17 stitches.

	Work 2 (4, 6) rows even.

	Bind off.



FOR ASSEMBLING THE SWEATER


	Using your yarn needle, sew shoulder seams.

	Set in sleeves and sew sleeve seams.

	Sew side seams and using your yarn needle, weave in loose ends and trim.



FOR NECKBAND


	Slide the 19 neck stitches from holder to size 9 needle. With right side facing and the same needle, pick up and knit 22 stitches from left front neck, place marker, knit 1 stitch from center front holder, place marker, pick up and knit 22 stitches from right front neck, knit across 19 stitches for back neck: 64 stitches. Place marker to indicate beginning of round, and join into a circle.

	Decrease Round: Work in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing until 3 stitches before first center front marker. Slip 2 stitches knitwise (as if to knit), purl 1, pass 2 slipped stitches over purl stitch, knit center stitch, purl 2 together, knit 2 together, work in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing to end of round: 4 stitches decreased.

	Repeat step 2 twice more: 52 stitches.

	Bind off loosely in pattern and using your yarn needle, weave in loose ends and trim.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 42 (44, 47) inches around chest, 15 (16, 17) inches from underarm to lower edge, and sleeves 17 ½ (18, 18 ½) inches from underarm to lower edge

Improvisation idea:

Make a big, Charlie Brown–like stripe around the center of the sweater.
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YARN CREDIT: Reynolds Yarns “Lopi,” 100% wool (100 grams, 110 yards). Color: #0087


Baby Animal Hats

Difficulty level 4

Babies are cute, but they’re even cuter when they’re parading around in these colorful animal hats. This pattern fits an infant from 0–3 months. Directions for ages 4–7 months or 8–12 months are in parentheses.

You will need:


	65 (80, 105) yards machine-washable wool worsted weight yarn for main color (yellow or brown)

	Small amounts of machine-washable wool worsted weight yarn in assorted colors for bill, muzzle, eyes, ears, and nostrils

	1 size 6 circular needle, 16 inches long

	Set of 4 size 6 double-pointed needles

	2 stitch markers

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be about 4 stitches per inch in stockinette on size 6 needles. Knit a stockinette swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions


	Cast on 50 (54, 60) stitches with main color onto size 6 circular needle, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later. Place marker and join into a circle, being careful not to twist stitches.

	Work 1 (1 ¼, 1 ½) inches in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing.

	Work in stockinette stitch for 3 (4, 5) inches.

	Place second marker at midround after 25 (27, 30) stitches.

	Next round: Knit 2 together immediately after each marker: 2 stitches decreased.

	Work one round even.

	Repeat steps 5 and 6 four more times: 40 (44, 50) stitches. Change to double-pointed needles when there are no longer enough stitches to fit around the circular needle.

	Work a decrease round by knitting 2 stitches together across the round: 20 (22, 25) stitches. Work another decrease round by knitting 2 stitches together across the round, ending by knitting 1 stitch for the largest size only: 10 (11, 13) stitches.

	Cut yarn, leaving an 8-inch tail and draw through the remaining stitches.

	Fold ribbed edge in half toward the wrong side of hat. Sew to inside of hat to make double-thick brim. Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



FINISH DUCK


	Using orange yarn, cast on 7 (9, 9) stitches onto size 6 circular needle.

	Rows 1–4: Work back and forth in rows in stockinette stitch, beginning with a knit row and ending with a purl row.

	Row 5: Increase 2 by knitting through the front and back of the second stitch and next-to-last stitch: 9 (11, 11) stitches.

	Row 6: Purl.

	Row 7: Increase 2 by knitting through the front and back of the second stitch and next-to-last stitch: 11 (13, 13) stitches.

	Rows 8–13: Work in stockinette stitch without increasing.

	Bind off.

	Make a second bill the same as the first.

	Embroider nostrils onto right side (knit side) of one of the bills with small straight stitches as shown.

	Place bills together with right sides facing and sew together around 3 sides, leaving the bind off edge open.

	Turn bill right side out and stuff with scrap yarn, if desired. Sew bind off edges closed.

	Attach bill to hat.

	Embroider eyes with small straight stitches as shown.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



FINISH BEAR: FOR MUZZLE AND EYES


	Using light brown yarn, cast on 8 stitches onto size 6 circular needle, and work back and forth in rows as follows.

	Knit 1 row.

	Purl 1 row.

	Increase 1 stitch by knitting through the front and back of second stitch and next-to-last stitch: 10 stitches.

	Purl next row.

	Repeat steps 4 and 5 once more: 12 stitches.

	Decrease 2 stitches by knitting the first 2 and the last 2 stitches together: 10 stitches.

	Purl one row.

	Repeat steps 7 and 8 once more: 8 stitches.

	Bind off.

	Embroider a nose on the muzzle using black yarn and straight stitches as shown.

	Sew muzzle to hat. You can stuff with scrap yarn to make it puffier, if desired, before closing the seam.

	Embroider eyes in black with straight stitches as shown.
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FINISH BEAR: FOR EARS


	Cast on 5 stitches onto size 6 circular needle and work back and forth in rows as follows.

	Knit 1 row.

	Purl 1 row.

	Increase 1 stitch in the second stitch and next-to-last stitch: 7 stitches.

	Work the next 7 rows in stockinette stitch without increasing.

	Decrease 2 stitches by knitting the first 2 and the last 2 stitches together: 5 stitches.

	Bind off.

	Work 3 more ear pieces the same as the first.

	Embroider pink straight stitches on the right (knit) side of 2 of the ears, if desired.

	Place pairs of ears with right sides together. Sew together around 3 sides, leaving the bind off edges open.

	Stuff with a little scrap yarn, if desired, and sew ears closed.

	Place the hat on your baby’s head to determine where the ears will look best, then sew ears to the sides of the hat. If this is a present for a baby who’s not available, place them slightly above the eyes as shown.

	Using your yarn needle, weave in and trim loose ends.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 12 ½ (13 ½, 15) inches around

Improvisation idea

Use your imagination to make a whole menagerie of animal hats—alligator, hippo, gorilla—the list is endless.
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YARN CREDIT: Brown Sheep Company, Inc. “Lamb’s Pride Superwash Worsted,” 100% machine-washable wool (100 grams, 200 yards). Colors: #SW37 Les Brown (shown in bear hat, size 8–12 months), and #SW14 Saffron (shown in duck hat, size 0–3 months)


Women’s Mohair Hoodie

Difficulty level 5

Soft and downy, this mohair hoodie is also very warm. This pattern will fit a women’s size small (32/34-inch chest). If you want to knit a medium (36/38-inch chest), a large (40/42-inch chest), or an extra large (44/46-inch chest), follow the directions in parentheses. The pattern allows about 2 to 4 inches of wearing ease.

You will need:


	630 (700, 765, 845) yards brushed mohair bulky weight yarn

	1 size 8 circular needle, 24 inches long

	1 size 8 circular needle, 16 inches long

	1 size 7 circular needle, 16 inches long

	2 stitch markers

	Tape measure

	Scissors

	Yarn needle



Gauge

Gauge should be about 3 stitches and 5 rows per inch in stockinette on size 8 needles. Knit a stockinette swatch to make sure your gauge matches. If it does not, change your needle size to achieve the right gauge.

Directions

FOR BACK


	Cast on 57 (63, 69, 75) stitches onto 24-inch size 8 needle, leaving a 6-inch tail to weave in later. You will be working the sweater flat, back and forth in rows, until finishing the neck and hood.

	Work in stockinette stitch for 3 (3 ½, 4, 4 ½) inches. End with a purl row.

	Decrease 2 stitches by working next knit row as knit 1, slip 1, knit 1, pass slipped stitch over, knit to last 3 stitches, knit 2 together, knit 1.

	Work 5 rows even.

	Repeat steps 3 and 4, three more times, for a total of 8 stitches decreased: 49 (55, 61, 67) stitches.

	Work even until piece measures 10 (10 ½, 11, 11 ½) inches. End with a purl row.

	Increase 2 stitches by knitting through the front and back of the second and next-to-last stitches in the row.

	Work 5 rows even.

	Repeat steps 7 and 8 two more times, for a total of 6 stitches increased: 55 (61, 67, 73) stitches.

	Work even until piece measures 15 ½ (16, 16 ½, 17) inches with bottom edge unrolled. End with a purl row.

	Armholes: Bind off 4 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows: 47 (53, 59, 65) stitches.

	Bind off 2 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows: 43 (49, 55, 61) stitches.

	Bind off 1 stitch at the beginning of the next 2 (4, 4, 6) rows: 41 (45, 51, 55) stitches.

	Work even until armholes measure 7 ½ (8, 8 ½, 9) inches. End with a purl row.

	Knit 13 (15, 18, 20) stitches, bind off 15 center stitches for neck, and knit to end: 13 (15, 18, 20) stitches at each side. You will finish each side separately.

	Left back: Work one row even. On the next row, bind off 4 (4, 6, 7) stitches at neck edge, work to end: 9 (11, 12, 13) stitches. Work one row even. Bind off remaining stitches for shoulder.

	Right back: Rejoin yarn to stitches on needle with wrong side facing. On the first row, bind off 4 (4, 6, 7) stitches at neck edge, work to end: 9 (11, 12, 13) stitches. Work 2 rows even so right side is same height as left side. Bind off remaining stitches for shoulder.



FOR FRONT


	Work as for back until armhole measures 5 (5 1/2, 6, 6 1/2) inches. End with a purl row: 41 (45, 51, 55) stitches.

	Knit 17 (19, 22, 24) stitches, bind off 7 center stitches for neck, and knit to the end: 17 (19, 22, 24) stitches at each side. You will finish each side separately, as for the back.

	Right front: Work one row even.

	On the next row, bind off 3 (3, 4, 4) stitches at neck edge, work to end: 14 (16, 18, 20) stitches.

	Work one row even.

	On the next row, bind off 2 (2, 3, 3) stitches at neck edge, work to end: 12 (14, 15, 17) stitches.

	Work one row even.

	On the next row, bind off 2 (2, 2, 3) stitches at neck edge, work to end: 10 (12, 13, 14) stitches.

	Work one row even.

	On the next row, bind off 1 (1, 1, 1) stitch at neck edge, work to end: 9 (11, 12, 13) stitches.

	Work even until armholes are the same height as for back.

	Bind off remaining 9 (11, 12, 13) stitches to match back shoulders.

	Left front: Rejoin yarn to stitches on needle with wrong side facing. On the first row, bind off 3 (3, 4, 4) stitches at neck edge, work to end: 14 (16, 18, 20) stitches.

	Repeat steps 5–12 to complete left front.



FOR SLEEVES


	Cast on 26 (27, 28, 29) stitches onto 24-inch size 8 needle.

	Work even in stockinette stitch until sleeve measures 4 inches with bottom edge unrolled. End with a purl row.

	Increase 2 stitches by knitting through the front and back of the second and next-to-last stitches in the row.

	Work 7 rows even.

	Repeat steps 3 and 4 six (7, 7, 8) more times: 40 (43, 44, 47) stitches.

	Work even until sleeve measures 17 ½ (18, 18, 18 ½) inches with bottom edge unrolled. End with a purl row.

	Shape sleeve cap: Bind off 3 (3, 3, 3) stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows: 34 (37, 38, 41) stitches.

	Bind off 2 (2, 3, 3) stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows: 30 (33, 32, 35) stitches.

	Work 2 rows even, then bind off 1 stitch at the beginning of the next 2 rows. Repeat the last 4 rows 3 (4, 4, 5) more times: 22 (23, 22, 23) stitches.

	Bind off 2 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows.

	Bind off 3 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows.

	Bind off remaining 12 (13, 12, 13) stitches.



FOR ASSEMBLING THE SWEATER


	Using your yarn needle, sew shoulder seams.

	Set in sleeves and sew sleeve seams.

	Sew side seams and using your yarn needle, weave in loose ends and trim.



FOR HOOD


	Using size 7 needle, pick up and knit 28 stitches evenly across back neck opening. Place marker. Pick up 32 stitches evenly across front neck opening. Place marker: 60 stitches.

	Join in a circle and work in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing for 3 inches.

	Work in rib pattern across 28 back neck stitches, work 4 front neck stitches in pattern, bind off 24 stitches at center front, work 4 stitches in pattern to end: 36 stitches. Switch to 24-inch size 8 needle. You will now be working flat (back and forth in rows).

	Work next 4 stitches in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing (these were the last 4 stitches of the previous round), then continue in stockinette until 4 stitches are left on needle. Work remaining 4 stitches in knit 1, purl 1 ribbing. Continue in pattern for 2 ½ inches, ending with a purl row in the stockinette section.

	Increase row: Work first 4 stitches in ribbing, place marker, knit 10, increase 1 by knitting through the front and back of next stitch, knit 6, increase 1 in same manner, knit 10, place marker, work remaining stitches in ribbing: 2 stitches increased.

	Work 3 rows even, remembering to work the first and last 4 stitches in ribbing, and working the increased stitches in stockinette.

	Work first 4 stitches in ribbing, slip marker, knit 10, increase 1 in next stitch as in step 5, knit until there are 11 stockinette stitches before the next marker, increase 1 in next stitch, knit 10, slip marker, work last 4 stitches in ribbing: 2 stitches increased.

	Repeat steps 6 and 7 five more times: 50 stitches, 42 stockinette stitches between markers.

	Work 3 rows even, remembering to work the first and last 4 stitches in ribbing.

	Work 21 stitches in pattern, bind off center 8 stitches, work in pattern to end: 21 stitches at each side. You will finish each side separately.

	Left side: Work 1 row even in pattern. On the next row, bind off 2 stitches closest to center of hood. Work to end of row, in pattern: 19 stitches.

	Work 1 row even in pattern. On the next row, bind off 2 stitches closest to center of hood, work to end in pattern: 17 stitches. Work 5 rows even in pattern. Bind off in pattern.

	Rejoin yarn to stitches on needle with wrong side facing. On the first row, bind off 2 stitches closest to center of hood, work to end in pattern: 19 stitches.

	Repeat step 12.

	Seam the top of the hood.

	With scraps of yarn, mark two positions along ribbed front edge of hood, each 6 ½ inches from hood seam. Using 16-inch size 8 needle, with right side of hood facing and starting at first marked position, pick up and knit 16 stitches to hood seam, and then 16 stitches from hood seam to second marked position: 32 stitches.

	Purl back to beginning. Cut yarn.

	Next row: With right side facing, rejoin yarn, pick up and knit 8 stitches between the bound off stitches at center front and the stitches on the needle, then knit across the existing 32 stitches, then pick up and knit 8 more stitches on the other side, ending at of the other side of the center front bind off: 48 stitches.

	Purl back to the beginning. Cut yarn.

	With right side facing, pick up and knit 14 stitches across top of bound off stitches, knit across existing 48 stitches to end: 62 stitches. You have now formed a complete circle around the face opening. Place marker.

	Join into a circle and work in stockinette stitch for 5 rounds.

	Bind off. Using your yarn needle, weave in loose ends and trim.



FINISHED DIMENSIONS: approximately 36 (40, 44, 48) inches around chest, 15 ½ (16, 16 ½, 17) inches from underarm to lower edge with bottom of garment unrolled, and sleeves 17 ½ (18, 18, 18 ½) inches from underarm to lower edge with cuff unrolled

Improvisation idea

If you want to leave off the hood, just continue the ribbing in step 2 of the hood directions until it measures 4 inches, then bind off in pattern.
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YARN CREDIT: Halcyon Yarns “Victorian Brushed Mohair,” 70% mohair, 24% wool, 6% nylon (14 ounces, 1025 yards; also available in 2 ounces, 145 yards). Color: #123
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