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When does a place become so famous, or exert such an irresistible pull on the imagination, that it truly becomes an American icon? We’ll tell you: when it’s part of a classic American road trip.



Get your kicks on Route 66, snaking across the USA’s heartland from the prairie capital Chicago to the palm trees of Los Angeles. Discover the often forgotten Lincoln Hwy, America’s first transcontinental route, which really stretches from sea to shining sea. Roll alongside the mighty Mississippi, searching out the best blues music, barbecue and small-town life. Ride the spine of the West’s rugged Continental Divide, or cascade down the tamer Appalachians on Shenandoah’s Skyline Drive and the Blue Ridge Highway.



Can’t leave the ocean behind? Cruise the Atlantic Coast from Massachusetts to Miami, peeking at the quirky side of US history. Or go west and soak up the spectacular beauty of the Pacific coast via jaw-dropping highways that stretch all the way from Mexico to Canada.



Some of the USA’s most iconic road trips might be in your own backyard. Turn the page and find out.
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Sneer all you want, indie rockers. We know what classic tunes will get all the party people in the back seat singing along (or maybe playing air guitar):

• “King of the Road,” Roger Miller

• “This Land Is Your Land,” Sharon Jones & the Dap-Kings

• “I’ve Been Everywhere,” Johnny Cash

• “Truckin’,” Grateful Dead

• “Crosstown Traffic,” Jimi Hendrix

• “Runnin’ Down a Dream,” Tom Petty

• “Life Is a Highway,” Rascal Flatts

• “Born to Be Wild,” Steppenwolf
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Route 66: Motoring the Mother Road




TIME

14 days

DISTANCE

2400 miles

BEST TIME TO GO

May – Sep

START

Chicago, IL

END

Santa Monica, CA







WHY GO Snaking across the nation’s belly, this fragile ribbon of concrete was the USA’s original road trip, connecting Chicago with Los Angeles in 1926. Neon signs, motor courts, pie-filled diners and drive-in theaters sprouted along the way. Many remain, and tracing Route 66 today is a time-warped journey through small-town America.





Nostalgia and kitsch are your constant companions on the old thoroughfare. Nicknamed the “Mother Road” and “Main Street USA,” Route 66 became popular during the Depression, when Dust Bowl migrants drove west in beat-up jalopies. After WWII, middle-class motorists hit the road for fun in their Chevys. Eventually bypassed by interstates, Route 66 was decommissioned in 1985. Driving it nowadays means seeking out blue-line highways and gravel frontage roads.



The route kicks off in downtown Chicago on Adams St just west of Michigan Ave. Before embarking fuel up at [image: ] Lou Mitchell’s. As if double-yolked eggs and thick-cut French toast aren’t enough, Lou’s serves free doughnut holes while you wait for your table, a free dish of ice cream after your meal and free Milk Duds (women only) to take on the road.


[image: ]





The insulin surge will propel your twisty, trafficky ride out of the city. Stay on Adams St for 1.5 miles until you come to Ogden Ave. Go left, and continue through the suburbs of Cicero and Berwyn. Brown “Historic Route 66” signs, while few and far between, do pop up at crucial junctions to mark the way. At Harlem Ave, turn left (south) and stay on it briefly until you jump onto Joliet Rd. After 6 miles, Joliet Rd joins southbound I-55 (at exit 277), and you’ll be funneled onto the interstate.



Luckily, it’s a short stint on the big bad freeway. At exit 269 rejoin Joliet Rd heading south, which merges with Hwy 53. Soon the good stuff starts rising from the cornfields: a giant fiberglass spaceman in Wilmington, chili cheese fries at Braidwood’s diner, a vintage gas station in Odell, and more.



[image: ] Funks Grove, a 19th-century maple-sirup farm south of Shirley (exit 154 off I-55), is one of a kind. Yes, that’s “sirup” (with an “i”), which means the product is naturally sweet, versus artificially enhanced. Try it at the farmhouse shop, or explore the trail-laced nature center and brooding graveyard nearby.



Get back on Old Route 66 (a frontage road that parallels the interstate here), and in 10 miles you’ll reach the throwback hamlet of [image: ] Atlanta. Pull up a chair at the [image: ] Palms Grill Cafe, where thick slabs of gooseberry, peach, sour-cream raisin and other retro pies tempt from a glass case. Tall Paul, a giant statue of Paul Bunyan clutching a hot dog, and the old-timey murals splashed across Atlanta’s buildings provide the route’s top photo op in Illinois.



Keep following the brown “66” signs, leaving corn dogs, Abe Lincoln shrines, farms and grain silos in your wake. Before driving into Missouri, detour off I-270 at exit 3. Follow Hwy 203 south, turn right at the first stoplight and drive west to the 1929 [image: ] Old Chain of Rocks Bridge. Open only to pedestrians and cyclists these days, the mile-long span over the Mississippi River has a 22-degree angled bend (cause of many a crash, hence the ban on cars).



Adventure doesn’t just whisper in your ear as you swoop over the Mississippi River (back on I-270) toward Missouri. It grabs the wheel, presses the accelerator and powers you into St Louis, a can-do city that’s launched westbound travelers for centuries.



To ogle the city’s most iconic attraction, exit onto Riverview Dr and point your car south toward the 630ft-tall Gateway Arch, a graceful reminder of the city’s role in westward expansion. For up-close views of the stainless-steel span and the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial surrounding it, turn left onto Washington Ave from Tucker Blvd (12th St). The memorial honors Thomas Jefferson, the westward-thinking president behind the Louisiana Purchase and the Lewis and Clark Expedition.



Jefferson was also an early fan of ice cream, so if you don’t have time for monuments, honor his culinary vision with a creamy treat from [image: ] Ted Drewes Frozen Custard. Follow Tucker Blvd south to Gravois Ave, turn right onto Chippewa St then scan for the icicle-trimmed shack surrounded by custard-craving masses. But no worries, lines move fast and half the fun is deciding which of 27 toppings to swirl into your “concrete” – so thick they hand it to you upside down.




NAVIGATING THE NITTY GRITTY

Because Route 66 is no longer an official road, it doesn’t appear on most maps. We’ve provided high-level directions, but you’ll fare best using one of these additional resources: free turn-by-turn directions at www.historic66.com; the illustrated “Here It Is!” map series (Ghost Town Press); or the EZ66 Guide for Travelers (National Historic Route 66 Federation).

We’ve pointed out the don’t-miss motels for when you need to rest your head, but there are plenty of others to choose from along the road. Part of the fun is rolling up in a random small town and plopping down at the local motor court.







From here, I-44 closely tracks – and sometimes covers – chunks of original Mother Road (yup, they repaved paradise, put up a four-lane interstate). One bright spot? Kitschy billboards touting [image: ] Meramec Caverns. This family-mobbed attraction and campground ($18 to $25) has lured road-trippers with offbeat ads since 1933. From gold panning to riverboat rides, you’ll find a day’s worth of distractions, but don’t miss the historically and geologically engaging cave tour. Note to kitsch seekers: the restaurant and gift store are actually inside the mouth of the cave. Check it out.



The nostalgic, 1940s-era [image: ] Munger Moss Motel keeps the Route 66 spirit alive in Lebanon with a bright neon sign and Route 66–themed rooms. In the morning take Hwy 96 to Civil War–era Carthage and its 66 Drive-in Theatre. From Joplin, follow Hwy 66 to Old Route 66 then hold tight: Kansas is on the horizon. The tornado-prone state holds a mere 13 miles of Mother Road (less than 1% of the total) but there’s still a lot to see.




ABE MANIA

Illinois is the Land of Lincoln, according to local license plates, and the best place to get an Honest Abe fix is Springfield, on Route 66 about 200 miles downstate from Chicago. Abe fans get weak-kneed at the holy trio of sights: Lincoln’s Tomb (in Oak Ridge Cemetery), the Lincoln Presidential Museum & Library (www.alplm.org) and the Lincoln Home (www.nps.gov/liho), all in or near downtown.







After passing through mine-scarred Galena, stop at the red-brick [image: ] Eisler Brothers Old Riverton Store and stock up on batteries, seasonal flowers, turkey sandwiches and Route 66 memorabilia. The 1925 property looks much like it did when built – note the pressed-tin ceiling and the outhouse – and it’s on the National Register of Historic Places. From there, cross Hwy 400 and continue to the 1923 Marsh Rainbow Arch Bridge, from where it’s 3 miles south to Civil War–minded Baxter Springs.



The “Mother Road” moniker first appeared in John Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of Wrath. In this Depression-era classic, the Joad family trekked west across Oklahoma on Route 66, an exodus route for hundreds of thousands of real-life migrants escaping the drought-stricken region during the Dust Bowl years. For turn-by-turn directions through Oklahoma’s 426 miles of drivable Mother Road, download the Oklahoma Route 66 Trip Guide (www.oklahomaroute66.com).



From Afton to Tulsa, Route 66 parallels I-44 (now a toll road), crossing it twice before entering Vinita, a mere side dish to Clanton’s Café and its lip-smacking chicken-fried steak. Continuing west, ponder the world’s largest concrete totem pole near Foyil, pay homage to Renaissance wrangler Will Rogers in Claremore, swoop over the Verdigris River then snap a photo of the 80ft-long Blue Whale, the happiest creature to ever get beached in the town of Catoosa.




THAT BURGER MAKES ME CRY

The first onion-fried burger was served in 1926 in El Reno, Oklahoma. Today, this kickin’ delicacy (ground beef combined with raw onions then caramelized on the grill) wows diners at burger joints statewide. El Reno serves a 750-pounder during May’s Fried Onion Burger Festival. The rest of the year, visit Roberts (300 S Bickford Ave), Jobe’s (1220 Sunset Dr) or Johnnie’s Grill (310 S Rock Island) – all in El Reno.







Art-deco Tulsa is Oklahoma’s second-largest city. It’s also the hometown of Mother Road route-maker Cyrus Avery, “The Father of Route 66.” From 193rd St, gritty 11th St slices west across the city’s northern flank, a light industrial area packed tight with used-car dealerships and budget motels.



In Arcadia, 90 miles southwest, the cavernous, red-painted Round Barn dukes it out with a 66ft bottle of pop for your attention. The latter is the eye-catching calling card for [image: ] POPS, a glass-walled gas station built in 2007. The station’s spare, space-age contours are kept grounded by the retro charms inside – 530 varieties of soda pop ($1.99 each), a burger-and-shake-serving diner and clerks who don’t mind answering your inevitable soda-pop questions. And yes, they do sell Avery’s Kitty Piddle.



It’s boots and chaps and cowboy hats in Oklahoma City, home of the fantastic National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum. Most other cowboy attractions are corralled south of downtown in Stockyards City where you can watch a cattle auction, buy a custom-made cowboy hat or carve into a savory sirloin. The Field of Empty Chairs at the Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum is a moving reminder of the 168 men, women and children killed by a terrorist explosion here on April 19, 1995.



Route 66 rolls west from town on NW 39th St. Tip your hat to Garth Brooks in Yukon, the country crooner’s former hometown. The Mother Road joins Business I-40 for 20 miles then parallels I-40, linking several diner-loving small towns. West of Hydro, look for the distinctive out-thrust, live-over porch at Lucille’s Service Station, built in 1929.




RIGHT NEAR ROUTE 66

Late millionaire Stanley Marsh said he planted the 10 vintage 1949 to 1963 cars at the freely accessible Cadillac Ranch art installation in salute to Route 66. It’s not actually on “the road,” but it’s right near – west of Amarillo on the southern 1-40 feeder between exits 60 and 62.







Flags from all eight Mother Road states fly high beside the memorabilia-filled [image: ] Oklahoma Route 66 Museum, in Clinton. This fun-loving treasure trove, run by the Oklahoma Historical Society, isn’t your typical mishmash of photos, clippings and knick-knacks (though there is an artifact-filled Cabinet of Curios). Instead, it uses music and videos to dramatize six decades of Route 66 history. Last exhibit? A faux-but-fun drive-in theater.



Continue west to Erick, hometown of “King of the Road” composer Roger Miller. With the song’s breezy first line floating from your speakers (“Trailers for sale or rent…”), it’s an easy cruise through Texola into the Lone Star State.



Vestiges of the Mother Road are few on the Texas panhandle plains and New Mexico desert – mostly it’s 1-40 frontage. The old route does detour into towns like miniscule McLean, where the [image: ] Devil’s Rope Museum contains two Route 66 memorabilia-filled rooms. West, at First and Main Sts, a little old Philips station is another photo op. Subsequent towns offer little but you can’t miss the 190ft-tall cross in Groom or the old VW Beetles planted nose-in-dirt as art at Conway.



Getting into Amarillo, the [image: ] Big Texan Steak Ranch & Motel – with its giant cowboy sign, flashing lights, longhorn limousine and shooting arcade – is as kitsch as they come. Between Georgia and Western on W 6th Ave, antiques, boutiques and bars fill the old buildings.



The route wanders into [image: ] Vega, where you’ll find a nicely restored Magnolia gas station and Dot’s Mini-Museum, a collector’s packed shack that’s freely open when the owner is around. The 1950s diner-style [image: ] Midpoint Cafe in Adrian marks the halfway point between LA and Chicago, and serves some darn good “ugly crust” pie.



From here, it’s 63 miles past the chiles on the New Mexico welcome sign and through the vast desert flatness of the Llano Estacado, named after the seas of stalklike yucca, to [image: ] Tucumcari. With plenty of roadside kitsch and old-school neon, this tiny ranching town is a favorite of Route 66 aficionados looking for a remnant of the old Southwest, a Southwest before the damming of the rivers, the arrival of Snowbirds and the ubiquitous Comfort Suites. Hunker down at the 1936 [image: ] Blue Swallow Motel, a roadside classic with pull-in garages beside some rooms, vintage decor, and blue neon boasting its “100% refrigerated bar.”



The interstate stretches endlessly from Tucumcari to the horizon, dry and windy, mile after mile, with the emptiness of the plains falling to the east and flat-topped mesas dotted with piñon popping out of the nothingness as you head west. For a taste of the trek without cruise control, air conditioning and a loaded iPod, loop along old Route 66 through [image: ] Santa Rosa and stop at the Route 66 Automobile Museum, on Will Rogers Ave, before returning to the 21st century on I-40.



After 1936 Route 66 was re-aligned from its original path north through Santa Fe to a direct line west through Tijeras Canyon, sandwiched between the 10,000ft limestone-capped granite Sandia and Manzano Mountains, and into [image: ] Albuquerque. Today, the city’s [image: ] Central Ave, an eclectic treasure trove of Route 66 landmarks peppered with boho coffeehouses and funky restaurants, tattoo parlors and New Age shops, follows the post-1937 route.



Exit I-40 at Carlisle St, head south and turn right onto Central Ave for the best stretch of the old road, a 7-mile cruise through trendy Nob Hill and downtown Albuquerque, past the low-flung adobes and quirky museums (think rattlesnakes, atomic bombs and turquoise) of Old Town and over the Rio Grande River. Indulge in some local, organic fare and a tequila flight at breezy [image: ] Artichoke Café, just west of I-25, and don’t miss the spectacular tile-and-wood artistry of the [image: ] Kimo Theater, across from the old Indian trading post downtown. This 1927 icon of pueblo deco architecture blends Native American culture with art deco design; the prominent swastika, for example, is a Navajo symbol for life, freedom and happiness, and a Hopi symbol of their nomadic tradition.



West from Albuquerque, vestiges of old Route 66 continue to cluster in the cities, so it’s back to the interstate for the 60-mile drive to [image: ] Acoma Pueblo. Known as “sky city,” this Native American community perched on a 370ft sandstone mesa vies with the Hopi village of Old Oraibi and Taos Pueblo for the title of longest continuously inhabited settlement in the United States. Tribal members have lived in the pueblo since AD 1150 and many of the dwellings remain much as they have for centuries, with no sewer, water or electricity.



Allow a few hours for a walking tour to the mesa, and then zip along the interstate 90 miles to [image: ] Gallup, where Route 66 dips off I-40 to act as the main drag past beautifully renovated buildings. Continuing on the interstate, it’s another 70 miles over the Arizona border to the surreal [image: ] Petrified Forest National Park. The “trees” here are fragmented, fossilized 225-million-year-old logs; in essence, wood that has turned to stone, scattered over a vast area of semidesert grassland. Many are huge – up to 6ft in diameter – and several trails spur off the park’s 28-mile paved scenic drive.



Catch the sunset over the Painted Desert from the park’s Kachina Point before driving a final hour to the lonesome little town of Winslow (made famous by the Eagle’s “Take It Easy”), for forty winks at [image: ] La Posada. Designed by Mary Colter for Fred Harvey, the early-20th-century entrepreneur who codified Southwestern style in his hotels and restaurants along the Santa Fe Railroad, this 1929 hotel features elaborate tile work, glass-and-tin chandeliers and Navajo rugs. Colter created some of the most famous buildings in the Southwest, including several that blend magnificently into the limestone of Grand Canyon National Park, but many consider this rambling hacienda to be her masterpiece. Small, period-styled rooms are named for former guests, including Albert Einstein and Gary Cooper, and there’s a decent restaurant.



Hit the road before breakfast, as you’ll find better options 60 miles west in historic [image: ] Flagstaff. With a low-key vibe and an inordinate number of outdoor shops catering to both the fleece-clad local crowd and Grand Canyon visitors, this high-country college town makes a pleasant morning stroll. Route 66 follows the railroad tracks to the pedestrian-friendly downtown, where you can grab a vegan scone or tofu scramble with your coffee at Macy’s on S Beaver St, and let the kids shake the morning out of their bodies at Thorpe Park, before rejoining the interstate for the 75 miles to tiny [image: ] Seligman. The Snow-Cap Drive-In here, a Route 66 favorite, has been in the Delgadillo family since it opened in 1953.



The Mother Road arcs northwest from Seligman away from I-40 through blink-and-miss-them towns for 90 miles back around to I-40 and quiet [image: ] Kingman, home to a couple of fun museums, before corkscrewing west as County Hwy 10 into the rugged Black Mountains. Twist and turn 30 miles up through Sitgreaves Pass and down past the tumbleweeds and saguaro to the old mining town of [image: ] Oatman. When the gold was mined out in 1942 and Route 66 was rerouted south in 1952, closing six of the town’s seven gas stations, this little settlement reinvented itself as a movie set and unapologetic Wild West tourist trap. Feed carrots to the wild burros, catch a gunfight and grab an icy something in the musky old saloon of the 1902 Oatman Hotel, where Clark Gable and Carole Lombard spent their wedding night in 1939, before returning to the glare of the Arizona sun for the final 25-mile stretch to the California border.



LA-bound drivers rarely detour off I-40 – but travelers who follow faded Route 66 stencils north from Needles though the [image: ] Mojave Desert discover tumbleweed landscapes bypassed by freeways. West along Goffs Rd, you’ll spot [image: ] Goffs Schoolhouse and Railway Depot, once abandoned but recently restored as repositories of Mojave Desert history.






[image: ]

For dessert in the desert, veer off Route 66 at Fenner onto I-40, and head 28 miles to Kelbaker Rd, where you’ll turn north 22 miles to Kelso Depot (www.nps.gov/moja/index.htm). The Mojave National Preserve’s main visitor center is located in this renovated railway station, where the 1924 lunch counter has recently reopened to reward intrepid travelers with $5 pie à la mode.





Crossing I-40 south at Fenner on Route 66, you’ll pass ghost towns signposted by lonesome railroad markers and boarded-up gas stations: [image: ] Amboy (purchased in 2005 by nostalgic fast-food magnate Albert Okura, who re-opened the 1950s gas station), Bagdad (long-gone namesake location of 1987 German cult classic Bagdad Café), Siberia (now vanished) and Ludlow (largely ruined).



Signs of life return as you reach Barstow, ominously immortalized in Hunter S Thompson’s Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas: “We were somewhere around Barstow, on the edge of the desert, when the drugs began to take hold…” Barstow is also home to the [image: ] Route 66 Mother Road Museum, featuring classic cars, vintage photos and priceless auto-repair signage (“Some things we fix good”).



In nearby Victorville, Uma Thurman hit the Mother Road with a vengeance in Quentin Tarantino’s 2004 Kill Bill Vol 2 after a pitstop at [image: ] Emma Jean’s Holland Burger Café. Try their killer Brian Burger, with grilled green chiles, melted Swiss and a half-pound patty on thick sourdough bread. Afterwards, waddle into the [image: ] California Route 66 Museum to glimpse the life’s work of trash-maestro Miles Mahan: a scavenged 9ft tin hula dancer amid a “Cactus Garden” of wine bottles stuck to fence posts.



Take I-15 out of Victorville, then rejoin Route 66 heading south towards the San Bernardino suburbs to reach the cartoonish [image: ] Wigwam Motel, which movie buffs may recognize as the Cozy Cone Motel in Pixar’s 2006 animation Cars (originally titled Route 66). Each recently renovated 1949 concrete tepee has its own diminutive bathroom and guestroom, complete with wagon-wheel bedstead. In the morning, follow Foothill Blvd/Route 66 West through retro-suburban [image: ] Pasadena, where you’ll spot midcentury homes, motels and diners along palm-lined streets.



For a Hollywood ending to your trip with a minimum of LA traffic, plan to take Arroyo Seco Parkway in the early afternoon to Los Angeles, where Sunset Blvd connects you to Santa Monica Blvd (aka Hwy 2, formerly Route 66). When you reach the Pacific, park and ride off into the sunset on the solar-powered, 130ft Ferris wheel at the western terminus of Route 66: [image: ] Santa Monica Pier.

Amy Balfour, Alison Bing, Jennifer Denniston, Lisa Dunford & Karla Zimmerman

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

I-90/94 barrels through downtown Chicago. Exit at Congress Pkwy, and in rapid succession: turn left at State St, right at Jackson Blvd, left at Michigan Ave, and left onto Adams St.



DO

Acoma Pueblo

Native American mesa-top village, 16 miles south of I-40. Price includes photography permit, museum entrance and ¾-mile walking tour. [image: ] 800-747-0180; www.cabq.gov; I-40 exit 102, NM; adult/child $20/10; [image: ] 9am-4pm; [image: ]

California Route 66 Museum

Road-tripping artifacts and a recreated folk-art landmark: Miles Mahan’s Hula-ville, made entirely of roadside trash. [image: ] 760-951-0436; www.califrt66museum.org; 16825 South D Street, Victorville, CA; admission free; [image: ] 10am-4pm Thu-Mon, 11am-3pm Sun; [image: ]

Devil’s Rope Museum

Part of this ranching museum is dedicated to a recreated diner and locals’ Route 66 remembrances. [image: ] 806-779-2225; www.barbwiremuseum.com; 100 Kingsley St, McLean, TX; admission $2; [image: ] 10am-4pm Tue-Sat

Eisler Brothers Old Riverton Store

Their soft-drink fountain runs heavy on syrup so if you like it sweet fill ‘er up. [image: ] 620-848-3330; www.eislerbros.com; 7109 SE Hwy 66, Riverton, KS; [image: ] 7:30am-8pm Mon-Sat, noon-7pm Sun

Funks Grove

The Funk family cooks up mighty fine maple sirup at their tree-studded farm. [image: ] 309-874-3360; www.funksmaplesirup.com; 5257 Old Route 66, Shirley, IL; admission free; [image: ] 9am-5pm Mon-Sat, 1-5pm Sun, with variations; [image: ]

Kimo Theater

Pueblo deco theater with performances ranging from Nutcracker to Second City, puppet shows to film festivals. [image: ] 505-768-3544; www.cabq.gov; 423 Central Ave NW, Albuquerque, NM; admission varies; [image: ]

Meramec Caverns

Hiding place of 1870s outlaw Jesse James. [image: ] 573-468-3166; www.americascave.com; Stanton, MO; adult/child $19/9.50; [image: ] 9am-7pm May & Jun, 8:30am-7:30pm Jul & Aug, shorter hours rest of the year; [image: ]

Oklahoma Route 66 Museum

Outside, visit the tiny Valentine Diner. [image: ] 580-323-7866; www.route66.org; 2229 W Gary Blvd, Clinton, OK; adult/child $4/1; [image: ] 9am-5pm Mon-Sat, 1-5pm Sun, with variations, closed Sun & Mon Dec & Jan; [image: ]

Old Chain of Rocks Bridge

Walk or cycle across the Big Muddy from Illinois to Missouri; there’s free parking by the bridge entrance. Old Chain of Rocks Rd, Madison, IL; [image: ] 9am-dusk

Petrified Forest National Park

Silica dissolved from volcanic ash hardened into quartz, thus “petrifying” the wood of fallen logs. [image: ] 928-524-6228; www.nps.gov/pefo; I-40 exit 311, AZ; 7-day entry per vehicle/bicycle & motorcycle $10/5; [image: ] 8am-5pm, with seasonal variations; [image: ]

Route 66 Mother Road Museum

Roadside attractions galore inside rambling 1911 “Casa del Desierto” Harvey House, plus photo exhibits, books and gifts.[image: ] 760-255-1890; www.route66museum.org; 681 N First Ave, Barstow, CA; admission free; [image: ] 10am-4pm Fri-Sun; [image: ]



EAT

Artichoke Café

After crossing the country, fueled by nostalgia and kitsch, it’s time for ginger crab-cakes and pumpkin ravioli. [image: ] 505-243-0200; 424 Central SE, Albuquerque, NM; mains $14-25; [image: ] 11am-2pm Mon-Fri, 5:30-10pm Tue-Sat, 5:30-9pm Sun & Mon

Big Texan Steak Ranch & Motel

Originally built on the old route (Amarillo Blvd) in 1959, the owner relocated when I-40 was constructed. The first Big Tex sign still towers over the Old West–style motel rooms and Texas-shaped cement pond. [image: ] 800-657-7177; www.bigtexan.com; 7700 I-40 E, Amarillo, TX; mains $18-40; [image: ] 7:30am-10:30pm

Emma Jean’s Holland Burger Café

Dinky diner with grilled burgers, well-lubricated fries and mountainous blackberry cobbler, made from scratch. Cash only. [image: ] 760-243-9938; www.hollandburger.com/home.html; 17143 North D St, Victorville, CA; mains $5-8; [image: ] 5am-2:45pm Mon-Fri, 6:30am-12:30pm Sat

Lou Mitchell’s

Lou’s old-school waiters deliver fluffy pancakes and omelets, with a side of Milk Duds, by Route 66’s starting point. [image: ] 312-939-3111; 565 W Jackson Blvd, Chicago, IL; mains $5-10; [image: ] 5:30am-3pm Mon-Sat, 7am-3pm Sun

Midpoint Cafe

Vibrant vinyl chairs and 1950s-esque knickknacks form the backdrop for this burger joint and gift shop. [image: ] 806-538-6379; cnr Business 40 & CR 22, Adrian, TX; mains $3-7; [image: ] 8am-4pm Mar-Dec

Palms Grill Cafe

Fork into the blue plate special (sure to be gravy-smothered) or slabs of pie. [image: ] 217-648-2233; 110 SW Arch St, Atlanta, IL; mains $4-9; [image: ] 8am-5pm Sun-Thu, 8am-8pm Fri & Sat

POPS

Schedule dinner for sunset, when POPS illuminates its Paul Bunyan–sized soda bottle. [image: ] 405-928-7677; www.pops66.com; 660 W Hwy 66, Arcadia, OK; mains $5-15; [image: ] 10:30am-9pm daily, breakfast 6-10:30am Sat & Sun; [image: ]

Ted Drewes Frozen Custard

Swirl in one of 27 toppings – raspberry to caramel to M&M’s – to make a concrete. [image: ] 314-481-2652; www.teddrewes.com; 6726 Chippewa St, St Louis, MO; mains under $5; [image: ] 11am-11pm Feb-Dec; [image: ]



SLEEP

Blue Swallow Motel

A must for anyone looking for that quintessential Mother Road vibe. Seven hundred miles west of Lebanon, Missouri. [image: ] 575-461-9849; www.blueswallowmotel.com; 815 E Tucumcari Blvd, Tucumcari, NM; r $66; [image: ] [image: ]

La Posada

Harvey Hotel reminiscent of days when travel meant crystal on the rails, not plastic in the car. Circa 1929. [image: ] 928-289-4366; www.laposada.org; 303 E 2nd St Winslow, AZ; r $120-160; [image: ] [image: ]

Munger Moss Motel

Munger and Moss? Surnames of the original owner’s first two husbands. [image: ] 417-532-3111; www.mungermoss.com; 1336 E Route 66, Lebanon, MO; r from $40

Wigwam Motel

Get your kitsch on Route 66: stay snug in a concrete tepee, with kidney-shaped pool out the back. [image: ] 909-875-3005; www.wigwammotel.com; 2728 West Foothill Blvd, San Bernardino, CA; r $63.50-75; [image: ]



USEFUL WEBSITES

www.historic66.com

www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/route66





 

Return to beginning of chapter

TRIP 2        [image: ]

Massachusetts to Miami: Fablantic Firsts




TIME

10 days

DISTANCE

2000 miles

BEST TIME TO GO

Mar – Aug

START

Boston, MA

END

Miami, FL







WHY GO Follow the quirky, often has-to-be-seen-to-believed course of US history all the way down the Atlantic seaboard, from the Ivy League’s hallowed halls to Miami Beach’s oldest dive bar. This coastal road trip is stuffed full of offbeat US originals.





Famous figures have long been coining nicknames for the USA: “the melting pot,” “land of the free,” “home of the brave,” but it was David Bowie that got it right when he said “Ch-ch-changes!” True, he wasn’t exactly talking about the 50 states in that song, but change is the hallmark of the American spirit. After all, it was the willingness to change that turned a motley crew of overtaxed colonies into the world’s capital of capitalism. So, in honor of the country’s pioneering panache, we’ve charted a special trip down the Atlantic Coast. It’s a tribute to the savvy trendsetters who have helped shape this great nation over the last 400 years. You’re gonna love our menagerie of fabulous firsts – in fact, we’re pretty sure you’ll be back for seconds.



Our first first is tucked deep within the hallowed halls of the nation’s first college, Harvard. The [image: ] Hasty Pudding Theatricals, the USA’s first acting troupe, takes the stage every February to dispel the myth that this old-school Ivy Leaguer is a stronghold of pseudo-intellectual guffawing and library-bound geeks. What started centuries ago as a fraternity’s reenactment of famous historical events has gradually turned into an elaborate drag burlesque musical. Everything’s over the top – from the cartoonlike costumes to the clanging oompah-pah of the house band it’s rude and crude, and each act overflows with slapstick humor and ridiculous wordplay. Past show titles include “Some Like it Yacht” and “Acropolis Now.” “Vowel Movement” is perhaps the crudest tune in the history of modern musical theatre. Even the characters have painfully punderful names: there was that trollop who spoiled the spelling bee, Connie Lynn Guist, and who could forget the pious and naive Stella Virgin? Despite the bombast and frenzied ado, each annual show still honors the all-male Shakespearian performance model; however, today’s no-holds-bard renditions surely have the poor playwright spinning in his grave. As the plumage-crowned cancan dancers close the satin curtains, make your way back to downtown Boston for a restful night’s sleep at the [image: ] Omni Parker House, the nation’s first “grand hotel” (also the longest continuously operating hotel in America – it opened in 1855). Although most of the traditional trimmings have been replaced with swish modern design, lavish common spaces still hint at the building’s illustrious past.


[image: ]





In the morning, it’s time to pay tribute to one of the USA’s best-known creations, the franchise. We’re not sending you to McDonalds, there’s no need to grimace. We’ve got something else in mind – a traditional, cop-fattening repast at the first [image: ] Dunkin’ Donuts. Gorge on glazed, double chocolate, and jelly-filled treats à la Homer Simpson while taking in the doughnut-hole-in-the-wall’s facsimiled decor. Caffeinate with a round of Dunkaccinos (or any of the other trademarked buzzwords) while reading the perfect capitalist fairytale. Once upon a time in 1948, Bill Rosenberg opened a humble doughnut shop (the one you’re sitting in). It was originally called “Open Kettle” but the name quickly changed. Soon after, a licensing agreement was reached, contracts were signed, and by 1963 there were more than 100 branches throughout the USA. Things went global in 1970 when Japan said konichiwa to the burgeoning conglomerate, and today there are over 5000 links in this ever-expanding chain.




FIRST CLASS

The advent of American industry spawned the nation’s first aristocrats, and the idyllic Rhode Island town of Newport was the it spot to erect a sumptuous summer mansion. Year after year wealthy families would try to keep up with the Joneses – Italianate palazzos were mimicked, French chateaux reproduced inch by inch, and English manors cloned from steeple to cellar. Check out www.newportmansions.org for details on touring these wondrous allegories of capitalism.







If factory-line fare leaves you less than beaming, then hop back on your wheels and continue south along I-95 for a meal at the opposite end of the dining spectrum. America’s first members-only resort, [image: ] Bailey’s Beach Club, is a veritable WASP nest occupying a private slice of chalky gray sand in Newport, Rhode Island. If your surname isn’t Vanderbilt and you don’t have a roman numeral attached, then chances are slim – make that impossible – that you’ll get to nibble their foie gras and crack open the bubbly. In fact, the members list is so tightly guarded even Donald Trump got the proverbial talk-to-the-hand! Don’t despair though; locals joke that Bailey’s Beach is the most hideous strip of sand around and, besides, Newport has plenty of other opportunities for us plebeians to nab a fancy nosh. Our favorite is the [image: ] White Horse Tavern on Marlborough St. Founded by a pirate in 1687, this gambrel-roofed tavern is one of the oldest establishments in the United States. In 1708 the restaurant secured its place in the annals of American history when local council members charged their meal to the public treasury, thus creating the country’s first “business lunch.” Although eye patches and talking parrots have been gradually replaced with popped collars and navy-blue blazers (a “business casual” dress code is strictly enforced), the lovely dining room is still very much a step back in time. Just watch your footing – the floorboards are very uneven!



Check into the first entirely sustainable LEED-approved (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) hotel in New York City, the [image: ] Crosby Street Hotel. Being green has never been so easy in this stunning hotel located in SoHo (on…wait for it…Crosby St). Each room is individually decorated in delightful style by the hotel’s owner, with dress-forms and rich textiles highlighting the marvelous rooms and their great views of downtown Manhattan. Stay in the city’s first ever “Meadow Suite,” with your own private terrace garden. Or head down to the Crosby Bar for afternoon champagne tea while surrounded by appealing and whimsical contemporary art. Sunday nights offer a movie club with cocktails and classic cinema in a chic screening room.




COCKTAIL HOUR

Cocktail connoisseurs will want to hit the birthplace of the Bloody Mary, here called the “Red Snapper.” The King Cole Bar in the St Regis Hotel (just off 5th Avenue on East 55th Street; www.starwoodhotels.com/stregis) is elegant and refined. Sip your drink while admiring the Maxfield Parrish mural that gives the bar its name.







Across town, the Meatpacking District, once a bastion of seedy leather bars, cow carcasses and prostitutes, has been aggressively gentrified over the past decade. It is now home to chic eateries, even chicer boutiques, and perhaps the most popular new attraction in the city: [image: ] The High Line. Inspired by the Promenade Plantee in Paris, this is the first elevated park in New York. A wonder of urban reinvention, the High Line was an abandoned railway that ran from the meatpacking plants to the Westside rail yard. Locals banded to turn the tracks into much-needed public space in this section of Manhattan. It runs north from Gansevoort St to West 20th and is marvelous in every way. You’ll get great and unexpected views of the city as you wind through the quarter-mile stretch that’s stuffed with lovely gardens of meadow plants and birch trees. Bring a cup of coffee and a croissant and sit on the myriad benches or chaise lounges for some of the best people-watching you’ll ever get. Jaded New Yorkers get excited about very little but this park has had people buzzing ever since it opened in early 2009. Not to be missed!



For a trip into old-timey New York, catch a ride with Famous Fat Dave in his authentic vintage checkered cab for his [image: ] Five Borough Eating Tour. If it isn’t the oldest cab in operation, it’s certainly the first and only that chauffeurs you around the city in old-world glamour. Dave, a real cabbie, will pick you and your friends up in his “Wheels of Steel” and take you to the forgotten corners of the city in search of delicacies such as the famed hot dog at the very first Nathan’s, in Coney Island (local legend has it this was the home of the first ever hot dog), the first pizza available “by the slice” (now a New York gastronomic stalwart), at Patsy’s in Harlem, or even more esoteric firsts such as the “first American fried chicken with Spanish flavor,” in Washington Heights. Whatever that means, it was great chicken! Along the way, Dave shares bits of New York history as you travel from seafood joints on City Island to the Bronx’s own “Murder Burger” with a nightcap at the Italian bakeries of Greenwich Village. This unique experience is one of the best times we’ve ever had in New York City, and trust us when we tell you we’ve had some pretty good times there.




[image: ]

About an hour and a half from NYC by car or train is one of the first gay resorts, the Fire Island Pines (www.fipines.com). Accessible only by ferry, this is where the boys go to summer. Relax on the beach then hit low tea and high tea (for cocktails, not English breakfast) at the dockside bars. Don’t forget your Speedos!







Continuing down the coast, it’s a quick few hours to Washington DC, where we’re going to see the first ladies collection at the [image: ] National Museum of American History, part of the Smithsonian Institute. Several gowns are on display (including glamourpuss Jackie Kennedy’s) along with White House china and various other items belonging to West Wing doyennes from Martha Washington to Michelle Obama. While you’re there, check out the kitchen of the first lady of cooking, Julia Child.



Across the Potomac River is [image: ] Old Town Alexandria, first settled in 1695 in what was then the British Colony of Virginia. After an afternoon spent in the company of first ladies and historical Virginia, let’s celebrate with a nod to the first woman herself at the impeccable [image: ] Restaurant Eve. Catering to beltway boys and government gals on dates, Eve is hidden down a cloistered entryway. Its menu packs a sophisticated French-American punch that’s delicious but not overly precious. This is nationally recognized Irish chef Cathal Armstrong’s first restaurant on New World shores. Try the mojito.



Keep going and you’ll run into North Carolina, in the endearing Dirty South, where y’all might-could learn a thing or two about minding your manners and slowin’ wayyyy down. Your first stop is the [image: ] Outer Banks, amply blessed by the geography gods (with a side of kitsch). Two hundred miles of pristine sandy white beaches and stately lighthouses share a sub-mile-wide strip of land with drive-through convenience stores and beachwear shacks with ubiquitous shark-jawed entrances. North Carolina throws down the first-in-flight gauntlet (take that, birthplace-of-aviation Ohio!) at Kitty Hawk, home to the [image: ] Wright Brothers Memorial. Orville and Wilbur might have drawn up their glider plans in Dayton, but it was the Outer Banks’ gentle winds and soft landings that were the catalyst for the Red Baron, NASA and frequent-flyer-mile clubs. The complex encompasses several museums, a hilltop memorial and historic outbuildings and flight markers.



Most restaurants in the Outer Banks serve crab with a side order of anthropomorphic mascots, so head to the first green-certified restaurant in North Carolina, [image: ] Basnight’s Lone Cedar Café. Come early to wander the fresh herb garden and pier, and then feast, with a sunset backdrop, on delectable seafood and vegetables. You can actually taste the commitment to sustainable farming and fishing. Bring your own freshly caught fish, and the chefs will prepare it any way you like.



Head into the deepest of the Deep South by traveling down a state to South Carolina, where the area around [image: ] Charleston was host to many firsts in the United States: the first temporary European settlement (Spanish, 1526), the first decisive American victory in the Revolutionary War (Sullivan’s Island; June 28, 1776), the first public library (1698) and, that all-important first, the first submarine to be used in combat, the [image: ] HL Hunley. In 1861, two Confederate steam-gauge manufacturers teamed up with Horace L Hunley, a Louisiana businessperson, to create an underwater secret weapon. The hand-cranked craft was the only underwater vessel to sink an enemy ship until WWI. The museum is a working archaeological site, and visitors get to peer into the 90,000-gallon tank at the Hunley, where eight very tightly cramped men sunk the USS Housitonic in six minutes.




THE FIRST HYPHENATED AMERICAN

In 1587, Virginia Dare became the first English child born on American soil, on Roanoke Island in the Outer Banks. The colony’s governor left soon thereafter for supplies, returning from England three years later to find a deserted colony. To this day, no one knows what happened; however, several Englishmen later reported seeing a young English maid captured by a Native American tribe. Was this Virginia Dare? DNA tests are under way to find out.







Sleep with the echo of our first president at the [image: ] John Rutledge House Inn, the private home to one of the signers of the Constitution. George Washington mentioned the fab breakfast here in his diary, and the restored rooms and elegant common space evoke colonial times.



The most fablantic town in Georgia is, of course, [image: ] Savannah. The literate city filled with antebellum mansions and haute cuisine was made even more famous by what’s known as “the book” – Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil, a Southern Gothic true crime novel based on a local hustler’s murder by a well-known antiques dealer. To see the original home to the transvestite star Lady Chablis from the book, shimmy into [image: ] Club One, the first multistory entertainment complex in Savannah. For the oldest mansion in Savannah, head thee to the [image: ] Olde Pink House. Sure, it’s touristed and, yes, the surly staff’s attitude is de rigueur, but it dates from 1771, serves up some of the finest biscuits and she-crab soup around, and, well, it’s pink. (The original red bricks have bled through the white stucco, creating the effect.)



From steamy Savannah, slide south down the coast into the Sunshine State. Just outside Jacksonville, [image: ] American Beach is an adorably sleepy stretch of gorgeous white sand that played an important part during the USA’s pre–Civil Rights era. In 1935, AL Lewis, Florida’s first African American millionaire, built the first beach resort for African Americans along Florida’s then-segregated shores. In America Beach’s heyday, busloads of vacationers thronged to motels, restaurants and nightclubs where superstars like Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington and Ray Charles played. Check out the independent film Sunshine State, which brings American Beach’s tangled racial and class history to life.



Linger longer on Amelia Island in the seaport town of Fernandina Beach, with its fetching Victorian mansions. At Florida’s oldest still-standing hotel (those hurricanes are ferocious, folks!), [image: ] Florida House Inn, the rollicking good-time atmosphere of the Frisky Mermaid Bar & Grille’s bluegrass jams and shag-dancing nights is contagious. US presidents, moneyed Rockefellers and Old Hollywood film stars have all slept in the historic rooms upstairs.



Further south, [image: ] St Augustine lays claim to the title of being the oldest continuously occupied European settlement in North America. (To be fair, the Spanish first tried to settle Pensacola on Florida’s Panhandle in 1559, only to be wiped out by a hurricane.) Today this 16th-century city suffers from too many ticky-tacky tourist trappings (hello, Fountain of Youth!). But walk the narrow cobblestone streets of its old quarter and you’ll uncover beautifully preserved historic buildings, including the one-time residence of Napoleon’s nephew. Yes, that Napoleon. Flickering candles illuminate stone-walled [image: ] Taberna de Gallo, which mimics a mid-18th-century pub, where colonial re-enactors sing sea shanties that get progressively rowdier – sing along and bang on the tables with your beer stein.



But enough of Ye Olde Past for a while. Florida coastin’ spells F-U-N, nowhere more so than at partyin’ [image: ] Daytona Beach. Think of it all as good family fun with a side of sleaze, just to keep things interesting. Although Fort Lauderdale’s halcyon spring-break days were raunchier and rowdier, Daytona is where MTV shot its first spring-break special in 1986, sparking an anything-goes revolution. Traipse along the carnivalesque boardwalk, past beach bums’ bars where draft beer sloshes around in plastic cups year-round. One look at Daytona Beach’s perfectly planar miles of hard-packed sand, and you’ll know why Nascar’s first auto-racing dragway took place here in 1948. Just over a decade later, the modern [image: ] Daytona Speedway, known for its steep-banked turns angled at a death-defying 31 degrees, opened as the fastest course for stock cars ever built. You can (virtually) sit in the driver’s seat or work on the pit crew at the heart-pounding [image: ] Daytona 500 Experience.



Halfway from Jacksonville to Miami, Titusville is the launching pad for touring Florida’s Space Coast, a land of many firsts. The “space race” was won when the US landed the first humans on the moon, and north of Cape Canaveral is the [image: ] Kennedy Space Center. It’s hard not to feel your heart and mind electrify as you tour NASA’s working facilities, walking underneath a real Saturn V rocket and touching a piece of lunar rock, then strapping yourself into a bone-shaking shuttle-launch simulator.




[image: ]

Still got some gas left in the car? From Miami Beach it’s only a 30-minute drive south and across two causeways out to Key Biscayne and Cape Florida (www.floridastateparks.org/capeflorida), harboring the oldest operating light station on the Florida coast, first built in 1826. Climb 109 steps to the tippy-top for panoramic views of the bay and the surrounding state park’s top-ranked white-sand beach. The lighthouse is open for exploring and twice-daily guided tours Wednesday to Sunday.







Zoom south on I-95 to posh [image: ] Palm Beach, the playground of rich-and-famous billionaires on Florida’s Gold Coast. Gated compounds with palatial mansions line the Intra-Costal Waterway, but unless you’ve got VIP celebrity connections, there’s no way to get a peek inside. Unless, of course, you visit the beaux arts–styled Whitehall, now the [image: ] Flagler Museum. Finished in 1902, Whitehall was arguably the first private residence in the USA to have both central heating and air-conditioning. The mansion also features pink aluminum-leaf wallpaper (at the time, more expensive than gold). Its Grand Hall was the largest single room of any Gilded Age mansion, outfitted with Gatsby-esque billiards tables. (Gruesome tip: railroad tycoon Henry Flagler died after tumbling down a staircase here, so watch your step!) Incidentally, Palm Beach County is home to another infamous first: its voter ballot recount in 2000 helped lead to the first-ever US Supreme Court intervention in a presidential election.



Keep truckin’ south to your final destination, Miami. South Beach (SoBe) grabs the most beautiful beaches by day and the hottest clubs at night. But don’t overlook its quieter art-deco historic district, where lofty hotels with tropical lobbies just scream “Miami!”. Get into the retro swing of things at the [image: ] Art Deco Gift Shop, offering architectural walking tours of glamorous art-deco addresses from yesteryear and today. Afterward dive into Miami’s noir side at shady [image: ] Mac’s Club Deuce, bohemian Miami Beach’s oldest neighborhood bar. You should expect to see everyone from transgendered ladies to hardcore bikers to Hollywood A-list celebs doing a little slumming at the Deuce. ¡Viva la revolución social!

Sara Benson, Alex Leviton, David Ozanich & Brandon Presser

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

From Boston, cross over the Charles River to Cambridge and make your way down I-95.



DO

Art Deco Gift Shop

Browse Bakelite jewelry and reproduction posters, then pick up an iPod walking tour and map. [image: ] 305-531-3484; www.mdpl.org; 1001 Ocean Dr, Miami, FL; admission free, tour prices vary; [image: ] 9:30am-7pm

Daytona 500 Experience

A shrine to all things Nascar; make reservations for race-car ride-alongs. [image: ] 386-681-6800; www.daytona500experience.com; 1801 W International Speedway Blvd, Daytona, FL; adult/child from $25/20; [image: ] 10am-6pm, with seasonal variations; [image: ]

Five Borough Eating Tour

Get a personal tour of New York’s hidden culinary wonders with Dave the cabbie in his vintage checkered cab. www.famousfatdave.com; New York, NY; tours from $200

Flagler Museum

Tour this elaborate 55-room Jazz Age mansion (“more wonderful than any palace in Europe,” one newspaper opined), completed in just 18 months as a gift from Henry Flagler for his bride. [image: ] 561-655-2833; www.flaglermuseum.us; 1 Whitehall Way, Palm Beach, FL; adult/youth $18/10; [image: ] 10am-5pm Tue-Sat, noon-5pm Sun

Hasty Pudding Theatricals

A drag-tastic musical hidden deep within Harvard’s hallowed halls. [image: ] 617-495-5205; www.hastypudding.org; 12 Holyoke St, Cambridge, MA; [image: ] Feb & Mar

High Line

New York’s first elevated park winds its way through Manhattan’s West Side. www.thehighline.org; entrances at Gansevoort St, West 20th St, New York, NY; admission free; [image: ] 7am-8pm winter, 7am-10pm summer

HL Hunley

A working underwater archaeological site of a Civil War submarine with a museum and gift shop. [image: ] 877-448-6539; www.hunley.org; 1250 Supply St, N Charleston, SC; admission $12; [image: ] 10am-5pm Sat, noon-5pm Sun; [image: ]

Kennedy Space Center

An all-in-one science museum, theme park and astronaut tribute. Buy advance tickets for lunch with a NASA astronaut. [image: ] 321-449-4444; www.kennedyspacecenter.com; Orsino, FL; adult/child from $38/28; [image: ] 9am-6pm; [image: ]

National Museum of American History

Get to know your first ladies at this highlight of the Smithsonian. [image: ] 202-633-1000; www.americanhistory.si.edu; National Mall, 14th St & Constitution Ave NW, Washington DC; admission free; [image: ] 10am-5:30pm

Olde Pink House

Dine with locals, tourists and ghosts at the 1771 mansion. [image: ] 912-232-4286; 23 Abercorn St, Savannah, GA; mains $14-31; [image: ] 5-10.30pm Sun-Thu, 5-11pm Fri & Sat

Wright Brothers Memorial

Sprawling museum with gift shop, flight demonstrations and historical buildings. [image: ] 252-441-7430; www.nps.gov/wrbr; Hwy 158 Bypass Milepost 8, Kill Devil Hills, NC; adult/child $4/free; [image: ] 9am-6pm Memorial Day-Labor Day, 9am-5pm off-season; [image: ]



EAT & DRINK

Bailey’s Beach Club

Newport’s members-only WASP nest on a private beachfront property. Sprouting Rock Beach Association; [image: ] 401-847-1900; 34 Ocean Dr, Newport, RI

Basnight’s Lone Cedar Café

Fresh seafood, vegetables and an on-site herb garden. [image: ] 252-441-5405; www.lonecedarcafe.com; Nags Head-Manteo Causeway, Nags Head, NC; mains $8-36; [image: ] 11:30am-3pm Thu-Sun, 5pm-close daily, closed Jan & early Feb; [image: ]

Club One

Savannah bar and social institution featuring drag shows, karaoke, an often-pulsating dance floor and the tasty Bay Café. [image: ] 912-232-0200; www.clubone-online.com; 1 Jefferson St, Savannah, GA; mains $7-12, entry fees vary; [image: ] 5pm-3am

Dunkin’ Donuts

Responsible for thousands of pot bellies, Dunkin’ Donuts’ first link in the worldwide chain opened on a street named Artery. Coincidence? [image: ] 617-472-9502; www.dunkindonuts.com; 543 Southern Artery, Quincy, MA; doughnuts $0.85; [image: ] 24hr; [image: ]

Mac’s Club Deuce

Knockin ’em back since 1926, this neighborhood fixture is deliciously seedy – if you’re a dive-bar aficionado, that is. [image: ] 305-673-9537; 222 14th St, Miami, FL; [image: ] 8am-5am

Restaurant Eve

A fine meal is guaranteed at this highlight of emerging epicurean Alexandria. [image: ] 703-706-0450; www.restauranteve.com; 110 S Pitt St, Alexandria, VA; mains $15-35; [image: ] 11:30am-2:30pm Mon-Fri & 5:30-10pm Mon-Sat, lounge open to 11:30pm

Taberna de Gallo

Pitchers of sangria and imported Spanish wines overflow inside a living-history bar. [image: ] 904-825-6830; www.staugustinegovernment.com/visitors; 53 St George St, St Augustine, FL; [image: ] noon-5:15pm Wed & Thu, noon-9pm Fri & Sat, 1-5:15pm Sun

White Horse Tavern

Home to the first “business lunch,” this upscale dining all-star was founded by a pirate in 1687. [image: ] 401-849-3600; www.whitehorsetavern.com; 26 Marlborough St, Newport, RI; [image: ] from 11:30am



SLEEP

Crosby Street Hotel

This spectacular sustainable SoHo hotel has so much going for it you might never leave its cozy and chic confines. Bar and restaurant too. [image: ] 212-226-6400; www.firmdale.com; 79 Crosby St, New York, NY; r from $495

Florida House Inn

Lodgings at this historic hostelry look long in the tooth, but all have air-con and private baths (some have fireplaces). [image: ] 904-261-3300; www.floridahouseinn.com; 20-22 S 3rd St, Fernandina Beach, FL; r $109-279

John Rutledge House Inn

In a house old enough to have hosted George Washington for breakfast, there are 19 historic rooms in an elegant setting. [image: ] 800-476-9741; www.johnrutledgehouseinn.com; 116 Broad St, Charleston, SC; r from $175

Omni Parker House

The nation’s longest continuously operating hotel anchors the heart of historical downtown Boston. [image: ] 617-227-8600; www.omnihotels.com; 60 School St, Boston, MA; r $199-599; [image: ]



USEFUL WEBSITES

www.discovernewengland.org

www.visitflorida.com
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TRIP 3    [image: ]

The Lincoln Highway




TIME

10 – 12 days

DISTANCE

2905 miles

BEST TIME TO GO

Apr – Oct

START

New York, NY

END

San Francisco, CA







WHY GO America’s first transcontinental highway coincided with the dawn of its love affair with cars. Fall in love with the road all over again as you navigate some of the most unusual sites while traveling from New York’s legendary 42nd St to San Francisco’s Lincoln Park.





Like the rumored “real America,” the Lincoln Hwy exists somewhere in the ether between myth, memory and capitalism. Begun in 1913 and completed by 1925, it allowed cross-country road-trippers (as opposed to wagon trainers) to make the epic trip from sea to shining sea. Today the original route has been merged with a smorgasbord of others, making a strict adherence to the 1920s version nearly impossible. But this northern auto trail (even when you fake it a bit) still manages to trace a unique path through the heart of the USA. (Route purists should consult one of the many local Lincoln Hwy organizations or investigate the resources at http://lincolnhighway.jameslin.name.)



It seems only appropriate for such an iconic highway to begin at the Crossroads of the World: [image: ] Times Square at 42nd St and 7th Ave. Grab a bagel and some coffee and head west out of town towards the Holland Tunnel, the original route out of New York and into New Jersey. If you woke up this morning and got yourself a gun, then you’ll want to light a cigar as you trace the winding labyrinth of highways to the New Jersey Turnpike, made famous in the opening credits of The Sopranos.



The Lincoln Hwy heads south through Newark, Elizabeth and into [image: ] Princeton, home of nattily dressed professors, and with a picture-perfect town center that is ideal for strolling. The big iron gates of Princeton University, one of the eight Ivy League universities that dot the Mid-Atlantic and New England, abut the highway. The campus is a delight to behold and is easy to explore. Make sure to check out the art museum.


[image: ]



For lunch, pop into [image: ] Lahiere’s, where you’ll find a thoughtful yet whimsical continental menu to go with your dry white wine and dog-eared copy of Proust. A recent visit offered up pork belly BLT sliders as part of an affordable prix fixe lunch menu. This place has been serving the local cognoscenti since 1919.



At this point, route purists will want to head southwest through Trenton and into Philadelphia, following the original highway. But we’re going to keep on trucking past Philly to find the Pennsylvania Dutch in [image: ] Lancaster. Yes, it’s Amish country. Get your inner Kelly McGillis and Lukas Haas on when you play witness in the land of Mennonites. If you like quilts and old-timey farming equipment you are going to be in hog heaven. If not, you will still find a burgeoning arts community and some great dining.



Rest your weary head at the [image: ] Lancaster Arts Hotel, a boutique inn that’s in a renovated tobacco warehouse and filled with works by local artists. Added bonus: it has a bar and restaurant in the lobby! Or head to downtown Lancaster to the chic [image: ] Belvedere Inn for an equally top-notch dinner in this dimly lit romantic restaurant in a garland-decorated townhouse with a roaring fireplace. Pumpkin ravioli, grilled shrimp, steamed mussels and more provided one of the finer meals we came upon along the highway.



Shove off west again towards York and [image: ] Gettysburg, both along the original Lincoln Hwy, which in this part of the country is more or less interchangeable with Rte 30. Just west of the Civil War supersite you’ll find the perplexing, captivating [image: ] Mr Ed’s Elephant Museum, which boats thousands of elephant-shaped curios large and small – one of them even talks to you. This textbook distillation of the roadside attraction also has an entire room devoted to Pez – grade-A strange, so obviously a must.



All along this section of Rte 30 you will notice several murals and “Roadside Giant” sculptures decorating the 200-mile [image: ] Lincoln Highway Heritage Corridor Roadside Museum. Markers designate the historic route and lead you past intriguing sites such as the Shoe House (outside York, Pennsylvania, along Rte 30) and the creepiest mountainside girlie bar we’ve ever encountered.



Eventually you’ll pull into [image: ] Pittsburgh, where we invite you traveling maniacs to feel “like a steel town girl on a Saturday night.” Allow us to point you in the direction of the [image: ] Andy Warhol Museum, celebrating the hometown hero. Lovingly archived “time capsules” packaged by Andy during his storied career are highlights and add fascinating context to the iconic works of art that cover five floors in this industrial space.



The Lincoln (aka Hwy 30) rolls into Ohio after brushing a wee section of West Virginia, then crosses the Ohio River to East Liverpool – once the nation’s pottery capital thanks to its rich clay deposits. If that isn’t enough to warrant a stop, the death mask of Pretty Boy Floyd is. The FBI caught up with “public enemy number one” near East Liverpool in 1934 and Floyd lost the ensuing shootout. The local mortician embalmed him at [image: ] Sturgis House – now an antique-stuffed B&B where you can see spooky gangster artifacts in the basement.



From downtown, take scenic Hwy 267/Lisbon St northwest, which reconnects to Hwy 30 as it climbs steeply toward Lisbon. On the road beyond, football-crazed Canton, cute collegey Wooster, haunted Mansfield and cornfields flash by. Then, just before the border, a neon sign beckons in Van Wert: “Young Fried Chicken Day and Night.” The Davis family has been cooking bird here at [image: ] Balyeat’s Coffee Shop for almost 50 years. You’ll hurt their feelings if you don’t stop and indulge, at least for a slice of butterscotch pie.




THE SUMMER WHITE HOUSE

Bedford Springs (www.omnibedfordsprings.com), home of rejuvenating spa treatments for 200 years, is a majestically restored historic hotel replete with columns and porticos, just a mile south of historic Bedford. President James Buchanan conducted the country’s business here during long-ago summers. Achingly beautiful and sophisticated, enjoy the Springs Eternal Spa and historic golf course. The Tap Room even serves draught root beer! Heaven.







In Indiana the highway zips by Ft Wayne, the state’s second-largest city, after which road-trippers must choose: follow the newer Lincoln alignment by staying on Hwy 30, or take the older one via Hwy 33. We suggest the latter: you’ll chug by Churubusco and its legendary turtle; Amish-tinged Goshen; and Elkhart, maker of RVs and brass instruments.



The road becomes Lincoln Way as it heads into [image: ] South Bend, the University of Notre Dame’s home. You know how people in certain towns say, “football is a religion here”? They mean it at Notre Dame, where Touchdown Jesus lords over the 80,000-capacity stadium (it’s a mural of the resurrected Christ with arms raised, though the pose bears a striking resemblance to a referee signaling a touchdown). Less visited but worth a stop is the [image: ] Studebaker National Museum near downtown. The vintage carmaker was the pride of South Bend for its stylish vehicles – icons in the early days of road-tripping – but it couldn’t keep pace with Detroit and folded in the 1960s.




[image: ]

“My personal favorite [along the Lincoln Hwy] has to be the restored 1927 Coffee Pot. Ironically, coffee is neither brewed nor served there; but the 2½-story pot is a funky photo op just west of Bedford. Its ‘cousin,’ the World’s Largest Tea Pot, is located on the Lincoln Hwy 147 miles west in Chester, WV.”

Olga Herbert, executive director, Lincoln Highway Heritage Corridor, Ligonier, PA







Rejoin Hwy 30 in Valparaiso, and motor into Illinois. The road runs through Chicago’s southern suburbs, then turns northwest. In Aurora take Hwy 31 north to Geneva, and exit west on Hwy 38. Flat cornfields dominate the view right up to [image: ] Dixon. Now Illinois may be the Land of Lincoln, but Dixon is all about another presidential son: Ronald Reagan. Dutch spent his childhood here, and there’s no greater homage than the portrait that hangs in the [image: ] Dixon Historic Center – made from 14,000 red, white and blue jellybeans.



Take Hwy 2 to Sterling, and rejoin Hwy 30, which crosses the mighty Mississippi into Iowa and lands in the city of Clinton. From here, an original alignment shoots northwest, but we’ll stick to Hwy 30. It tracks the original route through most of Iowa, rolling west on a farm-flanked path to the Missouri River. Iowa’s scenery is so bucolic (white farmhouses, red barns, towering silos), it’s easy to think you’ve got the state figured out before you’ve driven 30 miles. But don’t forget, Iowa picked Barack Obama during its first-in-line presidential caucus in 2008, and the state was one of the first to allow same-sex marriage.



Small-town assumptions are also proved wrong – politely – in walkable [image: ] Mt Vernon. This happenin’ hamlet comes with a nationally acclaimed chef, an indie movie theatre, sassy boutiques and charming antique stores. There’s even a Justin boot–selling java joint known for its oatmeal chocolate chip cookies (it’s called Fuel, on 1st St E). The lauded chef is Matt Steigerwald, owner of the bustling [image: ] Lincoln Cafe. The eatery’s red-brick walls and artsy decor set a cozy but convivial mood. Seasonal mains and sides (think wild king salmon, duck-fat potatoes and red-chile grilled rapini) change biweekly. Cornell College’s historic 1877 [image: ] Brackett House is a guest lodge for the college and a welcoming inn for road-weary travelers. Four homey bedrooms – patterned wallpaper, carpet, a few antiques – work well for families and small groups.



Hwy 30 continues through the heartland, threading past a quiltlike display of farms, tractors and checkerboard fields. Near Denison, hometown of TV mom Donna Reed, Hwy 30 bends south, picking up steam for a swooping ride through Missouri Valley and a 9-mile push to the Missouri River.



In Nebraska, Hwy 30’s soothing pattern of passing trains, whistlestop silos and regimental cornfields quickly induces “byway hypnosis.” To shake off the pastoral fugue, imagine tens of thousands of covered wagons bumping west here in the mid-1800s. The California and Mormon trails entered the state near Omaha; the Oregon Trail joined them west of Grand Island. All three tracked the Platte River. Check out the pioneer lifestyle at Grand Island’s sprawling [image: ] Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer. May through August, blacksmiths, dressmakers and other period re-enactors go about their daily routines in the 1899 Railroad Town. Kids can ask questions and sometimes join the action.



From here, Hwy 30 parallels I-80, the Platte River and Union Pacific railroad tracks. Around 600,000 sandhill cranes refuel in this area in late winter and early spring, drawing birdwatchers to Platte-hugging observatories. Original alignments, including the Gothenburg stair steps, split from Hwy 30 west of Kearney. Visit www.lincolnhighwaynebraskabyway.com for a general location map. In Cozad, Hwy 30 swings under a bright 100th-meridian sign.



All those trains that’ve passed you? They’re approaching or leaving Union Pacific’s Bailey Yard in North Platte, the world’s largest railroad changing station. Daily, 10,000 cars chug through; of those, 3000 are sorted to different tracks. Watch this intricate ballet from the upper floors of the [image: ] Golden Spike Tower & Visitor Center. Docents share train expertise – and a few bad jokes – as you peer down at the 315-mile network of tracks.




THE MIDDLE OF SOMEWHERE

In 1914, a marker 2 miles east of Cozad, Nebraska, noted the Lincoln Hwy’s midpoint. Nowadays, because the route has changed so many times, it may be impossible to determine the halfway point. Those hankering for a midtrip toast should celebrate 3 miles west of Kearney, Nebraska. In the 1920s and early 1930s this was the site of the 1733 Ranch, a gigantic barn proclaiming itself the midpoint between Boston and San Francisco. It was 1733 miles to both.







Near Ogallala, pioneer trails curve north to Scottsbluff while the Lincoln Hwy crosses into the mountain time zone as Hwy 30. It links Sidney and Kimball before rolling into the “Equality State” of Wyoming, where “the Rail Splitter’s” highway runs parallel to modern I-80 as it zips past the state’s cowboy-capital-on-the-prairie, Cheyenne. The highway then climbs into the Medicine Bow mountain range and zooms past a 12.5ft-tall bust of the highway’s namesake. Even when you’re going 75mph, it’s impossible to miss Abe Lincoln’s trademark sideburns, beard and glasses chiseled into a massive stone monument over I-80 at exit 323. The monument sits atop the 8640ft Sherman Pass summit, marking the highway’s highest point.



It’s a long haul across Wyoming’s windswept prairie to tiny Sinclair, and [image: ] Su Casa. The popular restaurant serves some of the best Mexican dishes around and is worth the drive. Constructed in 1923, Sinclair is an oil refinery town with a story behind its name – ask the locals if you’re curious. Wandering its historic downtown is itself a trip – it’s filled with Spanish-style hacienda architecture that feels more like old Mexico than the Wyoming prairie.



Six miles west of Sinclair is [image: ] Rawlins, a Wild West railway town, and your home for the night. All the usual chain motel suspects, and sadly not much else, cram both ends of town; grab a room at your preferred brand then pay a visit to the [image: ] Wyoming Frontier Prison Museum after dark. A real former penitentiary, constructed in 1872 and in operation until 1981, it once housed such notorious outlaws as Butch Cassidy. Today the Romanesque turret-crowned building looks fit for a horror-movie set – and did in fact serve as the location for the low-budget 1988 horror flick Prison – and gives a ghoulishly good night tour (on weekends June through August).



Hit the road after breakfast for the 123 miles to Green River, where John Wesley Powell began his epic 1869 Colorado River descent – look for the original put-in at what’s now called Expedition Island Park – and swing south to explore [image: ] Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area. A dam has submerged and tamed part of the wild river Powell once mapped, but the fiery red rock formations he named its gorge for remain a striking sight.



From Green River, it’s 170 miles over the state line on I-80 to [image: ] Salt Lake City. Founded in 1849 by Church of Latter Day Saints leader Brigham Young and 148 followers, Salt Lake was home to more than 70,000 Mormon pioneers by 1869 and today wears its Mormon heritage on its sleeve. Ten-acre Temple Sq, with a museum, visitor center and the spectacular Tabernacle Choir (performances Sunday 9:15am and Thursday 8pm), serves as the lifeblood of this 170-year-old faith, one of the most culturally and politically conservative in the country. Sites showcasing church history and culture blend seamlessly with the city’s eclectic restaurants and brewpubs. Poke through new, used and rare treasures at [image: ] Sam Weller’s Bookstore before nestling into one of the most comfortable beds on the Lincoln Hwy at the red-brick [image: ] Peery Hotel.




[image: ]

Detouring north just past Little America 60 miles on Hwy 30, flat grasslands give way to a weird rock desert of flat-top sandstone boulders, sandy dunes, sage-dusted desert and a desolate river valley of the very impressive Fossil Butte National Monument. The monument is home to some of the world’s most well-preserved fossils – more than 80 fish, reptiles, mammals and plants are displayed in the on-site visitor center.







Just west of Salt Lake City on I-80, following the route of the Lincoln Hwy, you can’t miss the oddly turreted marina rising like a temple from the salt flats of the [image: ] Great Salt Lake. Fifteen thousand years ago, Lake Bonneville, three times as deep and 80% of the area of Lake Michigan, submerged this valley, and its remains are the largest salt-water lake in the western hemisphere. Walk barefoot through the surreal crunch of the shore, splash the therapeutic brine on your face, and pick up some beef, elk and buffalo jerky for the road; Dave sells the excellent “Deb’s Best Jerky” from his truck in the marina parking lot, weather permitting.




[image: ]

Stop at Cave Lake State Park and splash in the wonderfully hidden Steptoe Creek on your way 60 miles to Great Basin National Park. Famous for Lehman Caves and its bristlecone pines, arguably the oldest organism on earth and fundamental to climate research, this jewel features a scenic drive to a blessedly cool 10,000ft, delightful aspen-lined creeks and hiking.







The endless white of the Great Salt Lake Desert stretches for miles in every direction. It looks like the earth’s skin itself, exposed and cracked. The 1916 guide to the Lincoln warned travelers to buy gas any time they could, and while it’s not as imperative today, you’ll want to stock up on water and keep a close eye on the fuel gauge. Zip past Bonneville Salt Flats, the site of the 600mph world record in land speed, and head 123 miles to West Wendover before cutting south on Alt 93 into Nevada’s desolate, dry and rocky gold- and copper-mining country.



It’s two hours to the tiny mining town of Ely, tonight’s destination. Follow the main drag to [image: ] Hotel Nevada. Built in 1929 as the tallest building in the state, this musty old-school gambling hall with antler chandeliers and taxidermy on the walls gives a taste of Nevada before the grandeur of Steve Wynn and the flash of Cirque de Soleil.




[image: ]

Approaching the Sierra Nevada, swing north toward Truckee and Lincoln Hwy’s alternate route through the Donner Pass. In 1846, the Donner party of homesteaders was stranded here for months in 22ft of snow. Rescuers found only half the pioneers alive, surviving on boiled ox hides and their companions’ corpses. Off Hwy I-80, Donner Memorial Park (www.parks.ca.gov) offers lakeside campsites ideal for gruesome ghost stories.







Hwy 50 follows the Lincoln Hwy west from Ely through Nevada’s mesmerizing Basin and Range country 345 miles to California. North-to-south running mountains cut the landscape into long, flat strips of sagebrush-covered basin; you drive like a bat out of hell through the wide stretches of desert flatlands and wind slowly up into rounded mountain passes. Life magazine called this the Loneliest Road in America; pick up a “passport” at the hotel and allow a day to explore old mining towns and historic markers along the journey.



Heading south along Hwy 50, staggering slopes frame teal-blue [image: ] Lake Tahoe. Skiers brake here for giddy runs down Tahoe’s highest summit – but intrepid travelers press onward to [image: ] Placerville, where gold prospectors once blew fortunes on saloon benders and the Hangtown Fry, an oyster-bacon omelette that cost the equivalent today of $153. Placerville’s [image: ] Cozmic Café offers an updated take on the Wild West: organic brunches downstairs, honky-tonk and yoga upstairs, plus microbrews in an old mine shaft.



Another hour west is Sacramento, where the original Lincoln Hwy route veers south on Hwy 99 through Stockton and west on 580 to Oakland. Historical sticklers hop the ferry, but the Bay Bridge gets you to San Francisco faster.



On the northwestern edge of San Francisco, Lincoln Hwy reaches the sparkling Pacific at Lincoln Park. The road ends at the [image: ] Legion of Honor, but the imagination takes flight with museum collections ranging from Impressionist masterpieces to censored R Crumb comics. From here, you can see the point of the Lincoln Highway: golden sunsets and bold new directions.

Amy Balfour, Alison Bing, Becca Blond, Jennifer Denniston, David Ozanich & Karla Zimmerman

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

From New York’s West 42nd St, head south on 7th Ave. Follow signs for the Holland Tunnel, which will whisk you under the Hudson River towards the New Jersey Turnpike.



DO

Andy Warhol Museum

A superb museum dedicated to the maestro of pop; a must for any serious art fan. [image: ] 412-237-8300; www.warhol.org; 117 Sandusky St, Pittsburgh, PA; adult/child $15/8; [image: ] 10am-5pm Tue-Thu, Sat & Sun, 10am-10pm Fri, closed Mon & major holidays

Dixon Historic Center

Ronald Reagan’s old high school has been converted into a shrine, complete with jellybean likeness. [image: ] 815-288-5508; www.dixonhistoriccenter.org; 205 W Fifth St, Dixon, IL; suggested donation $3; [image: ] 9am-4pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat

Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area

Straddling the Utah and Wyoming state line, it comprises 201,000 acres of protected scenery surrounding Flaming Gorge Reservoir; most facilities, including the visitors center, are in Utah. [image: ] 435-789-1181; www.fs.fed.us/r4/ashley/recreation/flaming_gorge/index.shtm; admission $5; [image: ] main visitor center 9am-5pm Jun-Aug

Golden Spike Tower & Visitor Center

Docents await on the 8th-floor observation deck. [image: ] 308-532-9920; www.goldenspiketower.com; 1249 N Homestead Rd, North Platte, NE; adult/child $6/4; [image: ] 9am-7pm Mon-Sat, 1-7pm Sun May-Sep, with variations; [image: ]

Legion of Honor

More than 4000 years of art overflow in this faux-French palace: mummies, mega-Impressionists, experimental drawings John Cage made with eyes closed. [image: ] 415-750-3600; www.famsf.org/legion/index.asp; Lincoln Park, San Francisco, CA; adult/senior/student/under 12yr $10/7/6/free; [image: ] 9:30am-5:15pm Tue-Sun; [image: ]

Mr Ed’s Elephant Museum

A roadside oddity in classic style, see thousands of elephant curios of every shape and size – including one that talks! [image: ] 717-352-3792; www.mistereds.com; 6019 Chambersburg Road, Ortanna, PA; admission free; [image: ] 10am-5pm

Sam Weller’s Bookstore

This independent biblio-heaven with a progressive slant has been a Salt Lake City institution since 1929. [image: ] 801-328-7586; www.samwellers.com; 254 S Main St, Salt Lake City, UT; [image: ] 10am-7pm Mon-Sat; [image: ]

Studebaker National Museum

Gaze at the shiny fleet of classic beauties from the Lincoln Hwy’s heyday. [image: ] 574-235-9714; www.studebakermuseum.org; 201 S Chapin St, South Bend, IN; adult/6-18 yr $8/5; [image: ] 10am-5pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun

Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer

Beyond Railroad Town, visit a Pawnee lodge and a log-cabin settlement. [image: ] 308-385-5316; www.stuhrmuseum.org; 3133 W US Hwy 34, Grand Island, NE; adult/child May-Sep $8/6, Oct-Apr $6/4; [image: ] 9am-5pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun; [image: ]

Wyoming Frontier Prison Museum

The guided tours are well worth the small admission fee, especially the creepy after-dark one offered on summer weekends. [image: ] 307-342-4422; www.wyomingfrontierprison.org; 500 W Walnut St, Rawlins, WY; admission free, tours adult/child $7/6; [image: ] 8am-7pm May-Sep



EAT

Balyeat’s Coffee Shop

Fried chicken, roast pork, Salisbury steak, meatloaf – did we mention there’s meat at this little diner? Pie, too. [image: ] 419-238-1580; 133 Main St, Van Wert, OH; mains $6-12; [image: ] 6am-9pm Tue-Sat, 6am-7:30pm Sun

Belvedere Inn

Extremely well-prepared cuisine in a chicly appointed townhouse. Romantic, delightful and unexpectedly refined. [image: ] 717-394-2422; www.belvedereinn.biz; 402 N Queen St, Lancaster, PA; mains $10-30; [image: ] 11am-2pm Mon-Fri, 5-11pm Sun-Thu, 5pm-midnight Fri & Sat, bar open until 2am daily

Cozmic Café

Buckwheat waffles, “Nachos Nirvana,” yoga classes and rap battles in an 1859 landmark. [image: ] 530-642-8481; www.thecozmiccafe.com; 594 Main St, Placerville, CA; mains $6-9; [image: ] 8am-8pm Mon-Sat, 8am-5:30pm Sun, pub open until midnight Fri-Sun; [image: ]

Lahiere’s

Charming contemporary French-American restaurant that’s been serving the people of Princeton since 1919. [image: ] 609-921-2798; www.lahieres.com; 5-11 Witherspoon St, Princeton, NJ; mains $10-30; [image: ] 11:30am-2:30pm, 5:30-9:30pm Mon-Fri, 11:30am-2pm & 5:30-10pm Sat, closed Sun

Lincoln Cafe

Bring a bottle from the Lincoln Wine Bar. [image: ] 319-895-4041; www.foodisimportant.com; 117 1st St W, Mt Vernon, IA; mains under $15; [image: ] 11am-2pm Tue-Sat, 10am-2pm Sun, 5-9pm Tue-Thu, 5-9:30pm Fri-Sat; [image: ]

Su Casa

A taste of old Mexico in the high desert, this restaurant has been serving “south of the border” classics to crowds for decades now. [image: ] 307-328-1745; 705 Lincoln Ave, Sinclair, WY; mains $5-10; [image: ] 11am-7pm

SLEEP

Brackett House

Three bedrooms have sun porches ideal for cozying up with a book. [image: ] 319-895-4425; www.cornellcollege.edu/brackett-house; 418 2nd St SW, Mt Vernon, IA; r $68-102

Hotel Nevada

A 1929 gambling hall locked in a time warp. Look for the three-story neon miner and ask for a luxury room. [image: ] 775-289-6665; www.hotelnevada.com; 501 Aultman, Ely, NV; r $45-110; [image: ]

Lancaster Arts Hotel

Excellent boutique hotel filled with original art, which offers an appealing alternative to standard issue road motels. Worth the price. [image: ] 717-299-3000; www.lancasterartshotel.com; 300 Harrisburg Ave, Lancaster, PA; r $129-359

Peery Hotel

Spring for a room with two queen beds at this gracious 1910 jewel in downtown Salt Lake City. [image: ] 801-521-4300; www.peeryhotel.com; 110 W Broadway, Salt Lake City, UT; r $79-120; [image: ] [image: ]

Sturgis House

Flowery wallpaper, heavy drapes and a gangster past fill this six-room B&B in a Victorian mansion.[image: ] 330-382-0194; www.sturgishouse.com; 122 W 5th St, East Liverpool, OH; s/d incl breakfast $65/80



USEFUL WEBSITES

www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org

www.lincolnhighwaynews.com









Return to beginning of chapter

TRIP 4    [image: ]

Skyline Drive to the Blue Ridge Parkway




TIME

6 days

DISTANCE

520 miles

BEST TIME TO GO

Aug – Oct

START

Front Royal, VA

END

Cherokee, NC







WHY GO Running through Virginia and North Carolina, this National Scenic Byway is the most visited area of national parkland in the USA, with almost 20 million road-trippers a year. The 469-mile road meanders through both quintessentially bucolic pasturelands and imposing Appalachian vistas…time to break out your convertible ’37 coupé.





You can thank the Great Depression for both the Virginian Skyline Drive and the North Carolinian Blue Ridge Parkway. Although the idea of a scenic byway between the Shenandoah National Park and the Great Smokies had been around for a generation, Americans hadn’t yet invented road-tripping as a pastime. Work on the Blue Ridge Parkway began in earnest in 1933, when the government harnessed the strength of thousands of out-of-work mountaineers in the Civilian Conservation Corps. In Virginia, the centerpiece of the ribbon-thin Shenandoah National Park, which crowns the northern end of the parkway, is the jaw-dropping beauty of Skyline Drive, which runs for just over 100 miles high atop the Blue Ridge Mountains. Unlike the massive acreage of western parks like Yellowstone or Yosemite, Shenandoah is at times only a mile wide.



Straddling the northern entrance to the park is the tiny city of [image: ] Front Royal. Although it’s not among Virginia’s fanciest ports of call, this lush riverside town offers all the urban amenities one might need before a camping or hiking trip up in the mountains.



But before you head into the national park, drive a few miles north of Front Royal (towards Winchester) to [image: ] Dinosaur Land. This spectacularly lowbrow shrine to concrete sculpture is not to be missed. Although it’s an “educational prehistoric forest,” with over 50 life-size(ish) dinosaurs (and a King Kong for good measure), you’d probably learn more about the tenants by fast-forwarding through Jurassic Park 2. But that’s not why you’ve stopped here, so grab your camera and sidle up to the triceratops for memories that will last a millennium.


[image: ]





[image: ] Skyline Drive is the scenic drive to end all drives. The more than 75 overlooks, with views into Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley and the Piedmont, are all breathtaking, even after you’ve seen the first 70. In spring and summer, endless variations on the color green are sure to enchant, just as the vibrant reds and yellows will amaze in autumn. This might be your chance to finally hike a section of the Appalachian Trail, which crosses Skyline Drive at 32 places. (Be sure to keep your eyes peeled for governors of South Carolina!) An ideal location to stay the night on the Skyline Drive is [image: ] Skyland, which sits on the highest peak of the Shenandoah National Park. Skyland was founded as an upscale resort in 1888, but the current form was built in the 1920s and it still retains some of those design elements, if showing a little wear and tear. An important request to make is for a “room with a view” of the Shenandoah Valley below, so you can sit on your balcony and gaze at the lights of the little towns and farms in the distance. All things considered, Skyland can’t be beat for easy access to the Appalachian Trail, which zigzags right through the property. Have a meal in the great big sleek dining room with spectacular views. Drinkers will be happy to know they have a taproom featuring nightly (local!) entertainment. Try the Prohibition Punch, which is sweet and fruity and sure to refresh your tired soul.




GARDEN MAZE ALERT

Next to the Luray Caverns is an excellent opportunity to play Shelley Duvall and Scatman Crothers. Go screaming Shining-style through the Hedge Maze, but beware! This maze is harder than it looks and some could spend longer inside it than they anticipated. Paranormal and psychic abilities are permitted, but frowned upon, when solving the maze. Redrum! Redrum!







From Skyland you can also venture to a couple of sites down the mountain that are well worth checking out. Back up at Thornton Gap (about Mile 32) head west, where you’ll find the wonderful [image: ] Luray Caverns. Here you can take a one-hour, roughly 1-mile guided tour of these caves, opened to the public over a hundred years ago. Among the largest and most famous caverns in the east, Luray boasts what is surely a one-of-a-kind – the Stalacpipe Organ – in the pit of its rocky belly. This crazy contraption has been banging out melodies on the rock formations for decades. As the guide says, the caves are 400 million years old, “if you believe in geological dating.” No matter what you believe, you’ll be impressed by these fantastic underground expanses.



Feeling hungry after all that spelunking? Then head east towards Washington (the town, not the capital) and settle in for some five-star dining at the [image: ] Inn at Little Washington, a sacred destination on the epicurean trail. Founded more than 30 years ago by Patrick O’Connell and his partner, it has been named one of the “10 Best Restaurants in the World” by the International Herald Tribune. But the inn’s pleasures come at a price so beware – the dinner prix fixe started at $148 on a recent visit and goes higher on weekends. It is worth every penny. First of all, the service is, unsurprisingly, impeccable, and the food hits all the grace notes. For the first course you might try the beet fantasia or the eggs in an egg (once prepared for the Queen of England on her visit to American shores). Next, you could try the pecan-crusted soft-shell crab tempura with Italian mustard fruit. The “pepper crusted tuna pretending to be a filet mignon capped with seared duck fois gras on charred onions with a burgundy butter sauce” is a popular main course. Others prefer the “medallions of rabbit loin wrapped in house cured pancetta surrounding a Lilliputian rabbit rib roast resting on a pillow of English pea puree.” So, yeah, any questions? Go. Toss your credit score to the wind and just go. To really make the evening count, reserve one of the achingly perfect rooms at the adjacent inn from which the restaurant gets its name.




[image: ]

If you’re still not ready to go sightseeing in Shenandoah, drive 30 miles further north on Rte 340 to Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, for the John Brown Wax Museum (www.johnbrownwaxmuseum.com). Located on the town’s main drag, it tells the dramatic story of this famed (if not quite successful) abolitionist in several waxy dioramas. Yes, it’s a wax museum about slavery, riots, treason and, ultimately, the gallows. Bizarre and generally unsettling, this place is a must-see for aficionados of the wax arts.







At the southern terminus of Skyline Drive is the wonderfully revitalized town of [image: ] Staunton. Their Trinity Church has 12 Tiffany Studios stained-glass windows but the town’s real showstopper is [image: ] Blackfriars Playhouse. The theater is a painstakingly authentic re-creation of the original London Blackfriars Playhouse. Shows are presented as they were in Shakespeare’s day, with the lights from chandeliers kept on, and traditional seating on benches, Lord’s chairs, or gallants’ stools directly onstage. The specialty here is Elizabethan and Jacobean drama, naturally. This is not to be missed by any theater lover.



About half an hour south of Staunton is the wonderfully sexy town of [image: ] Lexington, home of the achingly beautiful colonnades of Washington and Lee University and the imposing Virginia Military Institute. Don’t miss the li’l charmer of a town. Just a few miles north on Rte 11 is [image: ] Hull’s Drive-In Movie Theater. This totally hardcore artifact of the golden age of automobiles is a living museum to the road trips your parents remember. It plays only new releases (sadly no American Graffiti or Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure) on weekends, so you are left at the mercy of Hollywood’s latest trifle. But even the latest installment of Star Trek should look good on a warm, starry Virginia night.

You can pick up some fresh movie snacks from the best joint in Lexington, the [image: ] Patisserie Café. Situated in what looks like a French farmhouse at the head of the loop through town, this superb bakery has dozens of homemade choices that come prepackaged for easy takeout. You can eat on site, too.



Before we send you back to the Blue Ridge Parkway, head south on Hwy 81 to the gorgeous [image: ] Natural Bridge and its fantabulous potpourri of amusements. Natural Bridge is a legitimate natural wonder – and is even claimed to be one of the “Seven Natural Wonders of the World,” though just who put that list together remains unclear. Soaring 200ft in the air, this centuries-old rock formation is wondrous in its beauty and provides a true respite from the trials and tribulations of the road. Those who aren’t afraid of a little religion should hang around for the “Drama of Creation” light show that plays nightly underneath and around the bridge.




MULE SKINNER BLUES?

The Blue Ridge Music Center (www.blueridgemusiccenter.net) is a large, grassy outdoor amphitheater right off the BRP (milepost 213). It offers programming that focuses on local musicians carrying on traditions of Appalachian music. Bring a lawn chair and sit yourself down for some old-timey tunes. At night you can watch fireflies glimmer in the darkness.







Around Natural Bridge are several other attractions of varying kitsch value. Best to keep moving to the truly unnatural part of the complex: the outrageously out-of-place and therefore ingenious [image: ] Foamhenge. What’s that, you say? You mean a life-size replica of England’s most famous mystery site built entirely out of foam? Yes, and this crown jewel of the Blue Ridge foothills is one of the most ridiculous and incredible sights in the state of Virginia. The utter ludicrousness of Foamhenge is its sole reward, and will change your life like a trip to Fatima. Bring your druid/pagan claptrap and see if anything happens at sundown on the solstice.



Head back to the Blue Ridge Parkway and drive south towards Roanoke. This portion of the BRP has gentle, rolling hills and not too many overly sharp curves. A good place to stop is [image: ] Blackhorse Gap, where the Appalachian Trail crosses the parkway. Oak and hickory trees rise in Jefferson National Forest to create green walls of foliage on either side of the road.



Check into the Tudor-style [image: ] Hotel Roanoke after a long day’s drive. This grand dame has presided over this city at the base of the Blue Ridge Mountains for the better part of a century and provides a welcome respite. Downstairs is the Pine Room for those requiring a stiff drink, and a formal restaurant, the Regency Room.



If you’ve got a couple of hours still in you, head ’cross state lines to rest your head in North Carolina at [image: ] Bluff’s Lodge. As one of the only noncamping accommodations on the parkway, the lodge’s rooms are lovely enough, but it’s the deck with an outdoor fireplace that draws us to this location, as it practically forces one to roast s’mores while singing campfire songs or watching meteor showers. However, the choice of whether to stay at Hotel Roanoke or Bluff’s Lodge is moot. The most important question is whether you want to arrive at [image: ] Bluff’s Lodge Coffee Shop by breakfast or lunch. The “cafeteria” with easy-wipe vinyl menus and a knick-knack gift store (candles! local pottery! grits!) looks like any roadside pit stop on the outside, but step inside for the best biscuits in North Carolina, nay, on Earth. Come at breakfast for a side of eggs with your biscuits. Come at lunch for a side of fatback. Call ahead for the fried chicken, cooked to order for 30 to 40 minutes in a well-seasoned cast-iron skillet, or order the barbecue, western NC–style (heavy on the tomato), served between corncakes sealed with a layer of – why not? – melted cheese.



For a bit of Italia in Appalachia, head off the parkway at Milepost 258/259 until you get to Glendale Springs and the [image: ] Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. The fresco artist Benjamin F Long, now famed for work such as the TransAmerica dome in Charlotte, started in the High Country in the late 1970s after returning from eight years apprenticing for Italian masters. Visit his Last Supper fresco in Glendale Springs; his models for the work were local residents (the model for Thomas was Long himself).




[image: ]

“There’s no place else [like North Carolina] I’ve been in America that reminds me so much of Europe. There’s a down-home rural personality of the mountains, plus the space age technology of the Triangle. When you’re surrounded by the mountains, the coast, the Piedmont, you have a tremendous amount of microcultures, much like France or Switzerland or Italy. Here, in the Blue Ridge Mountains, you go 10 miles between villages and each of them has a distinct character.”

Henri Deschamps, Owner, Mast Farm Inn







A rite of passage for every North Carolinian child is the Appalachian- and Old West–themed amusement park, the [image: ] Tweetsie Railroad. A 1917 coal-fired steam locomotive starts your journey through a gloriously campy 1950s-style Wild West show, past marauding Indians and heroic cowboys. Midway rides, Western shops selling toy guns, fudge and no-holds-barred Olde Tyme souvenirs, and family-friendly shows complete a full day’s worth of innocent Americana that would make even Garrison Keillor blush.



You can debate the park’s lack of political correctness with students from nearby Appalachian State over dinner in [image: ] Boone, a chilled-out university town that brings a heaping dose of culture to the otherwise outdoorsy area. To check out the college-town vibe and do some shopping or eating, head to [image: ] King St, the Blue Ridge version of the classic college-town main drag. Or, to stick with the mountaineer vibe and eat one-seventh your weight in one sitting, stop in at the [image: ] Dan’l Boone Inn, which has been serving up family-style meals since the 1960s – the three-meat-and-five-veg menu hasn’t changed much since then. The classic Southern/country staples are all here – green beans, country ham biscuits, stewed apples and fried chicken – and in massive quantities.



Spend a day off the parkway after Boone. First, get your fingernails dirty at [image: ] Foggy Mountain Gem Mine. While there are a half-dozen spots near or on the parkway to go gem mining, many have cartoon mascots and tour-bus parking that cater to large crowds (we trust you can find the billboards pointing out the way, if you’d rather). The smaller Foggy Mountain was founded and is operated by graduate gemologists. Kids (and anyone who has ever made a mud pie) will love buying a bucket of rocks and digging through for guaranteed semiprecious gems from all over the world, North Carolina included. After sifting through your rocks in a miner’s flume line, ask on-site gemologists to cut and mount your hand-picked gems in any number of settings.



Continue on Hwy 105 for 1.5 miles and take a right on Broadstone Rd, reaching the [image: ] Mast Farm Inn and Simplicity Restaurant, a 200-year-old farmhouse inn and restaurant. You will get a personalized menu with items like “Slow chicken Nascar style but mighty low on points and Ashe County cheese trucked over by Junior Johnson” or “Hot potato and leek vichyssoise buddies from West Jefferson singin’ Elvis tunes while cruisin’ 421 by Wilkesboro.” You’re probably getting the drift ’round now that y’all might-could stay a while at this homage to Southern hospitality. Sumptuous linens and claw-footed tubs in the main house might tempt you, but the front-porch rockers, wood-burning stoves and a log cabin will draw many visitors to the cottages.




JAM, LOCAL STYLE

There’s no better area in North Carolina to see traditional music than the hills of the High Country. Check locally for details, but this lot will get you started.

Mrs Hyatt’s Oprahouse, in Asheville (Thursday evening); Old Fort Mountain Music Jam, Rocket Building, Old Fort (Friday evening); Historic Orchard at Altapass, Milepost 328, Little Switzerland (weekend afternoons); Mountain Home Music Concert Series, at Blowing Rock Auditorium in Boone (Saturday evening, or turn to WECR 102.3 at 8pm); Jim and Jennie’s High Country Music Barn, at Crossnore (Saturday evening).







The next day, head into Historic Valle Crucis, to the [image: ] Original Mast General Store. The first of a band of general stores in the Blue Ridge Mountains, it still sells some of the same products it did when it opened in 1883. Still the gathering spot for locals, and now visitors, it sells a dozen types of bacon, traditional handmade hard candy, games of pick-up sticks and paddle ball, signs that read “Hippies Use Side Door,” and a complete selection of women’s bonnets.



Head down Hwy 184 to Hwy 105 to reach [image: ] Grandfather Mountain, a Unesco biosphere reserve worthy of a day trip. The grounds hold a wildlife habitat with black bear, river otters and bald eagles, plus a nature preserve with miles of hiking trails, but most people come here to walk the famous mile-high swinging bridge. The 228ft bridge stretches over a precipitous chasm that exposes visitors (safely) to the full force of mountain winds and a panoramic mountain vista. On a particularly gusty day, listen to the bridge’s steel girders sing. Follow the parkway south to reach [image: ] Linville Falls. These river gorges and waterfalls are accessed by a criss-cross network of trails in one of the more quiet corners of the Grandfather Mountain area. During the week and in the off-season months, you can find secluded spots worthy of meditating on the sheer awesomeness of a multifaceted waterfall. Plan on spending at least an hour or two here, and bring comfortable shoes.



Continue south to [image: ] Asheville, the hippified mountain town that defies a singular categorization. A mixture of Blue Ridge folk traditions, New Age healing centers and a burgeoning Slow Food outpost, Asheville rightfully tops countless “best places to live/visit/see-art-deco-architecture” lists. The town is about two hours south of Linville Falls, so you’ll be plenty ready for bed. Not a lot of cities offer the chance to sleep in the woods a nine-minute drive from downtown. But this is Asheville, so not only can you camp nearby, you can do it in an honest-to-Mongolian-goodness yurt at [image: ] Campfire Lodgings. It blends the best of country camping (fire pits, mountain views) and the city (free wi-fi, clean bathrooms). From downtown, take I-26 towards Weaverville.



Spend some time perusing the [image: ] Grove Arcade, the pinnacle of Asheville’s art-deco architecture (and the center of fab downtown shopping). The surrounding blocks offer the best of Asheville sightseeing, and city diner crossed with organic farm restaurant [image: ] Early Girl Eatery. Early Girl has quickly become an institution for serving delightfully new “health” food such as biscuits with vegetarian herbed gravy alongside farmstead cheeseburgers slathered with basil mayo.



Finally, end your scenic byway journey at the largest private home in the US: the [image: ] Biltmore Estate. The French chateau–style super-mega-mansion (175,000 sq ft; over four acres of living space), built by the railroad and shipping baron Vanderbilt family in the 1890s, helped turn Asheville into a progressive artist colony. Hundreds of artisans and craftspeople arrived to help create the intricate woodwork, linens, stained glass and gardens that grace the estate’s grounds.



Continue about 60 miles through the Pisgah and Nantahala National Forests to the southern end of the Blue Ridge Parkway: Cherokee, the capital of the Cherokee Indian Reservation. Bypass the casino and plastic headdress shops for the [image: ] Museum of the Cherokee Indian. Many generations of deerskins, pots and woven skirts share space with life-size dioramas and a computer-animated lesson, covering 12,000 years of Cherokee history.

Alex Leviton & David Ozanich

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

Front Royal is 69 miles west of Washington DC, via I-66.



DO

Biltmore Estate

An entire day’s worth of architecture, history, scenery and a little 250-room summer house. [image: ] 800-411-3812; www.biltmore.com; 1 Approach Rd, Asheville, NC; adult/teen/child $60/30/free; [image: ] house 9am-5.30pm, restaurant & shop hrs vary; [image: ]

Blackfriars Playhouse

Don’t miss this stunning reproduction of a 17th-century English theater, with performances of Shakespeare and the like. [image: ] 504-851-1733; www.americanshakespearecenter.com; 10 S Market St, Staunton, VA; tickets $20-40; [image: ] show times vary

Dinosaur Land

Virginia’s own Jurassic Park with 40 or so “life-size” dino “sculptures.” [image: ] 540-869-2222; www.dinosaurland.com; 3848 Stonewall Jackson Hwy, White Post, VA; adult/child $5/4; [image: ] 9:30am-5:30pm, closed Jan & Feb

Foggy Mountain Gem Mine

Semiprecious stones guaranteed in each bucket; a gemologist on site. [image: ] 828-963-4367; www.foggymountaingems.com; 4416 Hwy 105 S, Boone, NC; buckets $15-110; [image: ] 10am-6pm; [image: ]

Grandfather Mountain

A Unesco biosphere reserve with hiking trails and a swinging bridge. [image: ] 800-468-7325; www.grandfather.com; 2050 Blowing Rock Hwy at Hwy 221 (Milepost 305), Linville, NC; adult/child $15/7; [image: ] 8am-1hr before sunset, 9am-5pm winter; [image: ]

Grove Arcade

Locally made jewelry, clothes and furniture, plus restaurants, art deco architecture and a deli. [image: ] 828-252-7799; www.grovearcade.com; 1 Page Ave, Asheville, NC; [image: ] 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun, hours vary by store

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church

Take an unexpected detour to see Italian-inspired frescoes. [image: ] 336-982-3076; www.churchofthefrescoes.com, www.benlongfrescotrail.com; 120 Glendale School Rd, Glendale Springs, NC; admission free; [image: ] 9am-5pm

Hull’s Drive-In Movie Theater

Step back in time to the 1950s. Utterly fab. [image: ] 540-463-2621; www.hullsdrivein.com; 2361 N Lee Hwy, Lexington, VA; admission $5; [image: ] double feature starts 9:15pm

Linville Falls

Hike down to a series of multilevel waterfalls. www.ncwaterfalls.com/lin1.htm; Milepost 316.3, Linville Falls, NC; admission free; [image: ] dawn-dusk; [image: ]

Luray Caverns

The coolest caverns in Virginia – with the unique Stalacpipe Organ and a garden maze. [image: ] 540-743-6551; www.luraycaverns.com; 970 US Hwy 211 West, Luray, VA; adult/child $21/10; [image: ] 9am-7pm summer, 9am-4pm or 5pm winter

Museum of the Cherokee Indian

Artifacts and exhibits trace the history of the Cherokees. [image: ] 828-497-3481; www.cherokeemuseum.org; 589 Tsali Blvd, Cherokee, NC; adult/child $9/6; [image: ] 9am-5pm daily year-round, 9am-7pm Mon-Sat summer; [image: ]

Natural Bridge & Foamhenge

A truly marvelous natural formation at the base of the Blue Ridge Mountains and a replica of Stonehenge made entirely of foam. [image: ] 540-291-2121; www.naturalbridgeva.com; Rte 11 just north of Rte 130, Natural Bridge, VA; adult/child $15/10; [image: ] 8am-dark

Original Mast General Store

Over 130 years of selling everything from cradles to caskets. [image: ] 828-963-6511; www.mastgeneralstore.com; Hwy 194, Valle Crucis, NC; [image: ] 7am-6.30pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun; [image: ]

Tweetsie Railroad

A theme park based around a historic steam train. [image: ] 828-264-9061; www.tweetsie.com; 300 Tweetsie Railroad Ln, Blowing Rock, NC; adult/child $31/22; [image: ] 9am-6pm Fri-Sun May-Sep & holidays, daily Jun-Aug; [image: ]



EAT

Bluff’s Lodge Coffee Shop

Biscuits and fried chicken worthy of a road trip by themselves. [image: ] 336-372-4499; Milepost 241, Doughton Park, NC; mains $2.50-18; [image: ] 8am-8pm; [image: ]

Dan’l Boone Inn

Family-style dining for the very, very hungry, since the 1960s. [image: ] 828-264-8657; www.danlbooneinn.com; 130 Hardin St, Boone, NC; mains adult $9-16, children $4-9; [image: ] 11.30am-9pm Mon-Fri, 8am-9pm Sat-Sun, dinner only Mon-Fri in winter; [image: ]

Early Girl Eatery

Classic Southern diner fare with a farm-grown twist; especially good for breakfast. [image: ] 828-259-9292; www.earlygirleatery.com; 8 Wall St, Asheville, NC; mains $3-14; [image: ] 7.30am-3pm Mon-Fri, 9am-3pm Sat & Sun, 5-9pm Tue-Thu, 5-10pm Fri & Sat; [image: ] [image: ]

Inn at Little Washington

One of the best restaurants ever – you should sell a kidney and make a reservation. [image: ] 540-675-3800; www.theinnatlittlewashington.com; cnr Middle & Main Sts, Washington, VA; dinner prix fixe $148-165; [image: ] 5:30-11pm

Patisserie Café

Fantastic, yummy bakery in a French farmhouse, with food to go or stay. [image: ] 540-462-6000; www.patisseriecafe.net; 107 N Main St, Lexington, VA; mains $5-10; [image: ] 11am-7:30pm Mon-Fri, 9am-3pm Sat, closed Sun



SLEEP

Bluff’s Lodge

Be sure to ask for a room with a view. [image: ] 336-372-4499; www.blueridgeresort.com; Milepost 241.1, Doughton Park, NC; r $85-105; [image: ] late Apr-Nov; [image: ]

Campfire Lodgings

Quiet, scenic campsite with yurts 10 minutes from downtown. [image: ] 828-658-8012; www.campfirelodgings.com; 116 Appalachian Village Rd, Asheville, NC; campsites $30-50, yurts & cabins $105-150; [image: ]

Hotel Roanoke

Large, full-service Tudor-style hotel in the heart of Roanoke. [image: ] 540-985-5900; www.hotelroanoke.com; 110 Shenandoah Ave, Roanoke, VA; r $150-300

Mast Farm Inn and Simplicity Restaurant

Inn, cabins and restaurant in buildings dating back to the late 1700s. [image: ] 828-963-5857; www.mastfarminn.com; 2543 Broadstone Rd, Banner Elk, NC; r $99-269, cabins $149-459; restaurant prix fixe $37.50; [image: ] restaurant 6-8.30pm Thu-Sat plus holidays

Skyland

Resort located high atop the Shenandoah National Park off Skyline Drive. [image: ] 800-999-4714; www.visitshenandoah.com; Mile 41 Skyline Drive, VA; r $89-200



USEFUL WEBSITES

www.nps.gov/blri

www.blueridgeparkway.org





 

Return to beginning of chapter

TRIP 5    [image: ]

Rollin’ on the Great River Road




TIME

10 days

DISTANCE

2000 miles

BEST TIME TO GO

May – Jul

START

Lake Itasca, MN

END

New Orleans, LA







WHY GO This epic roadway traces the meanderings of the Mississippi River, past eagles’ nests and juke joints, pine forests and plantations. Covering more than 2000 bluesy miles, it unfurls through major cities like Minneapolis, Memphis and New Orleans, though its heart beats as Main Street in retro small towns.





Despite the name, the Great River Road is not a single highway, but a series of linked federal, state and county roads running along both sides of Old Man River. The eastern route pokes through Wisconsin, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee and Mississippi. The western route curves through Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Arkansas and Louisiana. The one constant, wherever you are: the green paddle-wheel sign that marks the way.



Begin where the river begins, in Minnesota’s [image: ] Itasca State Park. A carved pole denotes the headwaters of “the Mighty Mississippi” – a good thing, because it’s puny enough to mistake for a creek. Wade in the knee-deep flow and hop over a couple of stepping stones, then boast you walked across the Father of Waters. The park also offers canoeing, hiking, biking and camping, plus a lodge and hostel, all operated according to the principles of “Minnesota nice” (the state’s proverbial hospitality).



From here, the River Road whips through piney northwoods and towns known for lakes, lumberjacks and fishing. A classic example is [image: ] Bemidji, 30 miles northeast of Itasca, which delivers mustachioed, broad-shouldered Paul Bunyan. Standing 18ft and weighing 2.5 tons, he raises his concrete head by the visitors center, flanked by Babe, his faithful blue ox. Together they make a mighty photo op. Did we mention they created the Mississippi? As legend has it, Babe was hauling the tank wagon that paved the winter logging roads with ice. One day it sprang a leak, which trickled down to New Orleans and formed the Big Muddy.


[image: ]



The road drifts west then south for 350 miles, taking strides on remote Forest Service lanes, gravel roads and county highways that skirt wee communities like Cuyuna, home to wood-tick races each June (we’re talking small bloodsucking insects running on a wooden board). It eventually drops into glassy, high-rise [image: ] Minneapolis. The Riverfront District at downtown’s northern edge makes a fine pause for its parks, museums, theaters, bars and polka clubs. A stone’s throw downstream, 50,000 students hit the books (and live music venues) at the University of Minnesota. If you want to rock, Minneapolis is your stopover.



If you want a night on a tugboat and Great Gatsby ambiance, twin city [image: ] St Paul is your place, 10 miles east. The four-room [image: ] Covington Inn floats in a tug moored smack in the Mississippi; watch the river traffic glide by while sipping your morning coffee. Later, stroll over to [image: ] WA Frost & Company. The tree-shaded, ivy-covered patio is straight out of a novel by native son F Scott Fitzgerald, perfect for a glass of wine, beer or gin. Soak it up with locally sourced dishes like the artisanal cheese plate and pan-roasted whitefish.



Twenty-five miles beyond St Paul, near Hastings, the River Road splits into eastern and western sections as the Mississippi becomes the border between states. It’s the Minnesota–Wisconsin line at this juncture, and our trip starts flip-flopping between the two to cover the best sights.



Stay on the Minnesota side (Hwy 61) to shoe and pottery purveyor Red Wing, then cross to Wisconsin (Hwy 35) where some of the Mississippi Valley’s prettiest landscapes begin. A great stretch of road edges the bluffs beside Maiden Rock, Stockholm and Pepin. While it’s tempting to keep on truckin’, brake in the latter for the Slow Food stalwart [image: ] Harbor View Cafe. Staff write the changing menu on a chalkboard twice daily – once for lunch, once for dinner – a ritual they’ve kept for more than 25 years. Cross your fingers the list shows the four-cheese stuffed mushrooms, caper-sauced halibut and lemon cake with ginger. There are no reservations, and queues are typical, but there’s a full bar inside and deck chairs line the sidewalk outside, each with a water view.



Continue 8 miles southeast to Nelson (where you can nibble at the local cheese factory) and cross back over the river to Wabasha, Minnesota. Large populations of bald eagles flock here each winter, where they indulge in waterside trees for nesting and fat silvery fish for chowing as they migrate. Learn all about it at the [image: ] National Eagle Center and also get acquainted with Donald, Harriet and the other rehabilitated birds who live on site. These creatures are more than majestic – they also write blogs (http://nationaleaglecenter.net/meet-our-eagles).



Stay on Hwy 61 as it opens into a gorgeous drive for nearly 60 miles past sandbars, marshes and untamed green hills en route to La Crescent, Minnesota – aka “the Apple Capital.” Orchards sprout from the land and roadside stands sell the tart wares, particularly bountiful from August through October. Strawberries, sweet corn and pumpkins fill baskets during other seasons. Hardy [image: ] Bauer’s Market is open year-round and offers the added bonus of lawn ornaments – say, a fish-toting gnome or giant mushroom – many painted by a local artist.



Cross the Mississippi again via Hwy 61 to La Crescent’s twin city La Crosse, Wisconsin. The road (which becomes 3rd St S) swings by the [image: ] World’s Largest Six-Pack. The “cans” are actually storage tanks for City Brewery, formerly G Heileman Brewing, maker of Old Style lager. As the sign in front says: they hold enough to fill 7.3 million cans, or enough to provide one lucky person with a six-pack a day for 3351 years. Yowza.




ROADIE RESOURCES

Turn-by-turn directions for the Great River Road are complex, spanning an incredible number of highways and byways. We’ve provided some road information here, but for nitty-gritty instructions you’ll need additional resources. A few states maintain their own River Road website – Minnesota (www.mnmississippiriver.com), Wisconsin (www.wigreatriverroad.org), Illinois (www.greatriverroad-illinois.org) and Iowa (www.iowagreatriverroad.com) among them. Or check the National Scenic Byways (www.byways.org/explore/byways/2279/directions.html) for designated sections.







Hwy 35 clasps the river for another 60 miles to the old fur trading post of Prairie du Chien. This is also where the final battle of the bloody Black Hawk War was fought in 1832, between the Sauk natives and white settlers.



Motor over the bridge to Marquette, Iowa. Just north, Effigy Mounds National Monument protects Native American ceremonial grounds. In Pikes Peak State Park to the south, shutterbugs can snap photos from the highest bluff (500ft) on the Mississippi.



From Pikes Peak, country roads link with state and US highways for a 60-mile spin to hill-flanked [image: ] Dubuque, named for French-Canadian fur trapper Julien Dubuque. At the hands-on [image: ] National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium, at the Port of Dubuque, enjoy a big-screen soar over the river, pilot a simulated barge, or touch river-dwelling creatures in a wet lab. An American alligator lurks in the Mississippi Bayou aquarium, one of six creature-filled habitats.



The historic [image: ] Hotel Julien reopened in 2009 after an 18-month $30 million renovation. Top-of-the-line decor and amenities enhance its Victorian roots (the hotel, which dates to 1839, was rebuilt after a 1913 fire). According to lore, Al Capone lodged here when things got “uncomfortable” in Chicago. The Capone Suite comes with a bank vault where the gangster allegedly hid.



In the morning, take Hwy 52 south toward Sabula then follow Hwy 67 to Davenport, Bettendorf, Moline and Rock Island, collectively known as the Quad Cities. The glass-walled [image: ] Figge Art Museum sparkles above the River Road in Davenport. The museum’s Midwest Regionalist Collection includes the only self-portrait by American Gothic painter Grant Wood; you can also stroll through the world-class Haitian and Mexican Colonial collections.



A leisurely network of roads continues south, with Hwy 61 rolling into Fort Madison. Cross the Mississippi on the Fort Madison Toll Bridge ($1), a double-decker swing span accommodating trains and cars on separate levels.



Take Hwy 96 into striking [image: ] Nauvoo, a pilgrimage site for Mormons. Joseph Smith, the religion’s founder, brought his flock here in 1839 after they were kicked out of Missouri. Nauvoo (Hebrew for “beautiful place”) grew quickly. Almost 12,000 Mormons took up residence, rivaling Chicago’s population. By 1846 they were gone. Tension rose, Smith was killed, and Brigham Young led the group west to Utah. Today the tiny town is a historic district loaded with impressive structures, such as the homes of Smith and Young. The centerpiece is the gleaming white temple, built in 2002 on the site of the Mormons’ burned-down original sanctuary.




[image: ]

Is this heaven? It’s Iowa. Iowa? I could have sworn it was heaven… Road-trippers might see a little heaven themselves at the free Field of Dreams Movie Site (www.fodmoviesite.com; open 9am to 6pm April to November), in Dyersville, 30 miles west of Dubuque. While not exactly river related, the movie’s farmhouse, baseball diamond and cornfield are certainly inspirational. Bat a few balls, sit on the bleachers or read some film history.







Follow Hwy 96 south to I-72, taking it west across the Mississippi to [image: ] Hannibal, Missouri, hometown of writer Mark Twain. From the Mark Twain Boyhood Home & Museum to the Mark Twain Dinette, Hannibal is a big group hug for the humorist. Enjoy Mississippi surf ’n’ turf – fried catfish and barbecued ribs – at [image: ] Lula Belle’s Restaurant & B&B, a former brothel that embraces its racy past with a harmless wink.



Back in Illinois, take Hwy 96 to Hwy 100. Hwy 100 between Grafton and Alton is perhaps the most scenic 15 miles of the entire River Road. As you slip under wind-hewn bluffs, keep an eye out for the turnoff to itty-bitty [image: ] Elsah, a hidden hamlet of 19th-century stone cottages, wood buggy shops and farmhouses. Most of the town, including the [image: ] Maple Leaf Cottage Inn, sits on two parallel streets. The inn is a flowery, old-school B&B where you can’t help but slow down (note: bluffs aren’t kind to cell phone reception). Around the bend lies Principia College, a small liberal arts school and one of the few for Christian Scientists.



Just before the town of Alton the Piasa Bird spreads its wings over an old quarry wall. The replica pictograph derives from Native American myths about a massive bird that devours people. A bit further downriver is where Lewis and Clark shoved off for their epic Pacific expedition.

Next up? River City itself, St Louis. The graceful 630ft Gateway Arch swoops over the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, a tribute to early explorers. The River Road loses a bit of charm as it hurtles south from St Louis on I-55 and Hwy 61. Swing back to the river south of Fruitland, following Hwys 61 and 177 to [image: ] Trail of Tears State Park. Cherokees camped here during their forced march west in the winter of 1838–39. A small museum recounts their tragic journey.



Hwy 177 passes Cape Rock Park where some Lewis and Clark expedition members camped in 1803. In [image: ] Cape Girardeau stroll alongside the 1100ft-long Mississippi River Tales Mural, in which vivid paintings highlight river-related events. Then jump onto I-55 south to [image: ] Memphis, one of the river’s most soulful cities. You might have heard of a young chap named Elvis who once lived here. In addition to the homage to the king of rock’n’roll, there’s also blues and barbecue almost everywhere you turn. To stay with our theme, hightail to the [image: ] Mississippi River Museum, the place to learn more about the cultural and natural history of the Big Muddy. The museum itself will tell you everything you want to know about the river’s relationship with the Civil War, the blues and, of course, transportation. Stick around for a while on Mud Island to engage in riverfront activities like kayaking, river tours, a bankside campsite and a mini-Mississippi replica, which offers the chance to walk 1000 miles of the lower Mississippi in 15 minutes, give or take.




MUSICAL FLOW

Along with cotton and timber, the Mississippi River has long carried music to new ports. Blues, jazz, rock and country genres all met and mixed in the South before traveling upriver, where they got shook up some more. Think Elvis in Memphis; Louis Armstrong in New Orleans; BB King in the Mississippi Delta; Ike and Tina Turner in St Louis; Bix Beiderbecke in Davenport; and the beat goes on.







Pick up the Blues Highway (Hwy 61) in Memphis and drive through the Mississippi Delta, where the blues were born. Robert Johnson, the original blues star, was born in Tunica, Mississippi, a small riverside town that has morphed into a maze of casinos. Then roll through [image: ] Helena, Arkansas, a depressed mill town, and home to the late Sonny Boy Williamson. Sonny Boy was a regular on King Biscuit Time, the first blues radio show in the country. BB King listened religiously as a child, and considers Sonny Boy a major influence. The show, which begins weekdays at 12:15pm, is still running (on KFFA 1360AM, and via King Biscuit Time podcast) and has been hosted by Sunshine Sonny Payne for 60 years or so. It broadcasts out of the [image: ] Delta Cultural Center, which showcases the influence of the river and the Arkansas Delta as much as it boasts about the area’s best blues, historical and current. During weekdays, you can watch Sonny Boy’s show, recorded at the Cultural Center.



Cross east over the river towards the Mississippi town of [image: ] Clarksdale, the hub of Delta blues country. This is where you’ll find the Crossroads, at the intersection of Hwy 61 and Hwy 49, where Robert Johnson made his mythical deal with the devil and became America’s first guitar hero. And it’s here where live music and blues history are most accessible. Stay at the [image: ] Shack Up Inn, an old plantation where a cotton gin and sharecroppers’ cabins have been converted into guestrooms stuffed with kitsch antiques. The owners are warm and fun, and are tuned in to the local live-music scene.



The [image: ] Delta Blues Museum, in downtown Clarksdale, has the best collection of blues memorabilia in the Delta, including Muddy Waters’ reconstructed Mississippi cabin. Creative multimedia exhibits also honor BB King, John Lee Hooker, Big Mama Thornton and WC Handy, whose original 1912 compositions popularized the 12-bar blues. Swing back towards the Crossroads for dinner. That smoky sweetness in the air is coming from [image: ] Abe’s, a local barbecue joint that’s been in business since 1924. The ribs melt off the bone, and its barbecue beef, pork and ham sandwiches are popular too. Apparently when Robert Johnson was mingling with Satan, old Abe was getting a barbecue sauce recipe from Jesus. At least that’s what the menu reports.



Historic antebellum mansions will greet you in [image: ] Natchez, Mississippi. In the 1840s there were more millionaires per capita here than anywhere in the world. When Union soldiers marched through with orders to torch the place during the Civil War, there weren’t any men in town. They were all off fighting. Legend has it that the women greeted the soldiers at their doors and said something like, “Now boys, leave your guns outside and come sit a spell. You must be exhausted.” Yes, Southern hospitality saved the city. And the mansions are still open to visitors during the twice-annual pilgrimage seasons, held in the spring and fall.



Care to taste mansion life? Dine at [image: ] The Castle, a restaurant set at the Dunleith, gorgeous and ringed with Corinthian columns. The night scene, when the house is illuminated, is unforgettable, and it’s widely considered to be the best kitchen in town. But Natchez gets down and dirty too. When Mark Twain passed through during his riverboat captain days, he crashed in a room above the local saloon. [image: ] Under the Hill Saloon remains the best bar in town, with terrific (and free) live music on weekends. The name works, because the saloon is built into a hillside and overlooks the wide, languid Mississippi. And you can still crash upstairs at what is now called the Mark Twain Guesthouse. Reserve your bed at the bar.



Cross the Louisiana state line and Hwy 61 bleeds into I-110 south, which merges with I-10 in Baton Rouge. Head, via Hwys 44 south, 70 west and 18, to Donaldsville, just off Louisiana’s River Road (actually a series of highways that skirt both sides of the Mississippi all the way to the Gulf of Mexico). While there are some beautiful antebellum mansions in the area, Donaldsonville’s claim to fame is the [image: ] River Road African American Museum. Step inside to learn about the region’s seldom-told African American history. You’ll learn the truth about slave ships, the vicious toils of slavery, slave revolts, the Underground Railroad, reconstruction and Jim Crow, from antiques, artifacts, photographs and video interviews. When slaves escaped the Donaldsonville plantations, they ran or floated south to New Orleans (where they could blend in with free blacks), rather than hike north, where they would have to cross Mississippi, Tennessee and Missouri to find freedom.



From Donaldsonville, make your way to Hwy 90 west toward [image: ] New Orleans. At Lake Pontchartrain you’ll cross a 24-mile-long causeway, the world’s largest bridge. When you get into the city limits you’ll traverse the gorgeous Crescent City Connection, a four-lane cantilever bridge that crosses the Mississippi and leads into downtown. The history of New Orleans is inextricably linked to its position near the mouth of the Mississippi River. What’s known as the USA’s most interesting city got that way because of its port-city status through the 18th and 19th centuries. Two-thirds of slaves coming into the country did so through New Orleans, as did a majority of cargo and trade. It quickly became known as an island of culture and remains unique in the USA today.




THE PHATWATER CHALLENGE

If you’re into aquatic self-propulsion (ie you dig kayaking) then you’ll enjoy the Phatwater Challenge (www.kayakmississippi.com), a marathon kayak race (the future Olympic sport you’ve never heard of) that runs 45 miles downriver from the Port of Grand Gulf to Natchez, Mississippi. For one day, barge traffic is halted as paddlers own the Mississippi. Join the party, stopping for breaks on beaches and sand bars; you may even see a gator. The race wraps with a bluegrass jam at the Under the Hill Saloon.








[image: ]

The River Road continues along Hwy 23’s west bank to the mouth of Old Man River, 70 miles south of New Orleans. Here you’ll find the sport-fishing marina of Venice, Louisiana and the Delta National Wildlife Refuge, a protected vast estuary. A treasure trove of migrating water fowl, shorebirds and fish (many deliciously edible) abound in these Gulf waters. Boat charters will bring you out to defunct offshore oil platforms to cast off.







Here’s your opportunity to finally head down the river aboard the [image: ] Steamboat Natchez at Canal St. It offers historic dinner and day cruises – great for families. To spend a bit of outdoor quality time with the Mighty Miss before your journey ends, head to [image: ] Crabby Jacks and order a smoked duck po’boy and salad to go, then take it to one of dozens of riverside benches to picnic. Go on, feel free to hum Johnny Cash’s “Big River” while you contemplate your now intimate relationship with the 2320 muddy miles that shaped American history.

Amy Balfour, Alex Leviton & Karla Zimmerman

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

From Minneapolis, take I-94 west and then Hwy 71 north; it’s 220 miles to Itasca State Park.



DO

Bauer’s Market

This roadside shop stocks local apples, cider, birdhouses and concrete lawn ornaments. [image: ] 507-895-4583; www.bauersmarketplace.com; 221 N 2nd St, La Crescent, MN; [image: ] 8am-6pm Mon-Sat, 10am-5pm Sun

Bemidji Visitors Center

Giant statues of Paul Bunyan and Babe the Blue Ox rise beside the building. [image: ] 218-759-0164; www.visitbemidji.com; 300 Bemidji Ave, Bemidji, MN; [image: ] 8am-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat, noon-4pm Sun Jun-Aug, reduced hrs Sep-May

Delta Blues Museum

Peruse memorabilia, video installations and an entire Muddy Waters wing. [image: ] 662-627-6820; www.deltabluesmuseum.org; 1 Blues Alley, Clarksdale, TN; adult/child $7/5; [image: ] 9am-5pm Mon-Sat Mar-Oct, 10am-5pm Nov-Feb; [image: ]

Delta Cultural Center

Dedicated to the Arkansas Delta’s musical and cultural heritage, with a live radio blues show weekdays.[image: ] 870-338-4350; www.deltaculturalcenter.com; 141 Cherry St, Helena, AR; admission free; [image: ] 9am-5pm Tue-Sat & Mon national holidays; [image: ]

Figge Art Museum

Studio 1 and the Family Activity Center introduce kids to creativity. [image: ] 563-326-7804; www.figgeart.org; 225 W 2nd St, Davenport, IA; adult/child $7/4; [image: ] 10am-5pm Tue, Wed, Fri & Sat, 10am-9pm Thu, noon-5pm Sun; [image: ]

Itasca State Park

Wade across the Mississippi River at its birthplace (near the Mary Gibbs Center). [image: ] 218-266-2100; www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/itasca/index.html; 36750 Main Park Dr, Park Rapids, MN; per vehicle $5; [image: ] 8:30am-4pm; [image: ] [image: ]

Mississippi River Museum

Enjoy a natural-history lesson on Mud Island. [image: ] 901-576-7241; www.mudisland.com; 125 N Front St, Memphis, TN; adult/child $8/5; [image: ] 10am-5pm Apr, May, Sep & Oct, 10am-6pm Jun-Aug, closed Mon; [image: ]

National Eagle Center

Visit rehabilitated eagles indoors and wild eagles outdoors; November to April is prime time but call ahead to confirm. [image: ] 651-565-4989; www.nationaleaglecenter.org; 50 Pembroke Ave, Wabasha, MN; adult/child $6/4; [image: ] 10am-5pm Sun-Thu, 9am-6pm Fri & Sat; [image: ]

National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium

An interactive flood table highlights effects of past Mississippi floods. [image: ] 563-557-9545; www.mississippirivermuseum.com; 350 E 3rd St, Dubuque, IA; adult/child $10.50/8; [image: ] 10am-5pm, with variations; [image: ]

River Road African American Museum

Details the harsh reality, heroes and triumphs of Louisiana’s African American history. [image: ] 225-474-5553; www.africanamericanmuseum.org; 406 Charles St, Donaldsonville, LA; admission $4; [image: ] 10am-5pm Wed-Sat, 1-5pm Sun; [image: ]

Steamboat Natchez

Float the Mississippi on a steamboat, but skip the buffet. [image: ] 504-586-8777; www.steamboatnatchez.com; Toulouse St, New Orleans, LA; adult/child $25/12.50; [image: ] cruises 11am-1.30pm, 2-4.30pm, 6-9pm; [image: ]

Trail of Tears State Park

Hike, camp and fish on 3415 woodsy acres. Check the website for visitor center hours. [image: ] 573-290-5268; www.mostateparks.com/trailoftears.htm; 429 Moccasin Springs, Jackson, MO; admission free; [image: ] park 7am-10pm, visitor center hours vary; [image: ] [image: ]

EAT

Abe’s

Don’t miss the slow-burning tamales and melt-off-the-bone ribs. [image: ] 662-624-9947; 616 State St, Clarksdale, MS; mains $3-12; [image: ] 10am-9pm Mon-Thu, 10am-10pm Fri & Sat, 11am-2pm Sun; [image: ]

The Castle

Upscale continental cuisine is served on the grounds of the sensationally illuminated Dunleith Plantation. [image: ] 601-446-8500; www.dunleith.com; 84 Homochitto St, Natchez, MS; mains $18-34; [image: ] 7:30-10am daily, 11am-2pm & 6-9pm Mon-Thu, 6-10pm Fri & Sat

Crabby Jacks

New Orleans’ best po’boys are served here. [image: ] 504-833-2722; 428 Jefferson Hwy, New Orleans, LA; mains $6-12; [image: ] 10am-5pm Mon-Fri, 11am-4pm Sat; [image: ]

Harbor View Cafe

The book-stuffed, blue-frame Harbor View is a long-standing foodie destination; cash only. [image: ] 715-442-3893; 314 First St, Pepin, WI; mains $18-24; [image: ] lunch & dinner Thu-Mon, closed mid-Nov–mid-Mar, with variations

Lula Belle’s Restaurant & B&B

Bordello Bomb: Oreos, ice cream and chocolate wedge. [image: ] 573-221-6662; www.lulabelles.com; 111 Bird St, Hannibal, MO; mains $7-25; [image: ] 11am-2pm & 4-8:30pm Mon-Thu, 4-9:30pm Fri & Sat

Under the Hill Saloon

A tremendously fun and historic bar that was once a favorite haunt of Samuel Clemens, riverboat pilot. [image: ] 601-446-8023; www.underthehillsaloon.com; 25 Silver St, Natchez, MS; [image: ] 9am-late

WA Frost & Company

Frost serves fine food and drink via its turn-of-the-century interior and Gatsby-esque patio. [image: ] 651-224-5715; 374 Selby Ave, St Paul, MN; mains $16-32; [image: ] 11am-10pm Sun-Thu, 11am-11pm Fri & Sat



SLEEP

Covington Inn

Pull up the covers in this four-room B&B aboard a Mississippi River tugboat. [image: ] 651-292-1411; www.covingtoninn.com; 100 Harriet Island Rd, St Paul, MN; r incl breakfast $150-235

Hotel Julien

Pluses include pillow-top mattresses, granite counters and free wi-fi. [image: ] 563-556-4200; www.hoteljuliendubuque.com; 200 Main St, Dubuque, IA; r $119-129, ste $159-179

Maple Leaf Cottage Inn

Iron-rail beds, claw-foot tubs and other antique accoutrements throw the Maple Leaf back in time. [image: ] 618-374-1684; www.mapleleafcottages.com; 12 Selma St, Elsah, IL; r incl breakfast $90-110

Shack Up Inn

The Ritz it ain’t (this place proclaims proudly), but a must for any self-respecting blues traveler. Two-night minimum on weekends. [image: ] 662-624-8329; www.shackupinn.com; 001 Commissary Circle, off Hwy 49, Clarksdale; r from $75; [image: ]



USEFUL WEBSITES

www.experiencemississippiriver.com





 

Return to beginning of chapter

TRIP 6    [image: ]

The Great Divide Treasure Hunt




TIME

10 days

DISTANCE

2100 miles

BEST TIME TO GO

Jul – Sep

START

Glacier National Park, MT

END

Animas Peak, NM







WHY GO Ready to add a wild-adventure-meets-pub-quiz challenge to your great American road trip memory collection? Then drive – as close to parallel as possible – the Continental Divide from Canada to Mexico, and make the odyssey more entertaining by playing this scavenger hunt along the way.





Walking the USA top to bottom along the 3100-mile Continental Divide (the great east–west watershed dividing line: all rain falling to its west ends up in the Pacific Ocean; to the east, the Gulf of Mexico) is a hardcore hiker’s dream. The Continental Divide Trail (CDT) follows the spine of the Rockies between northern Montana and southern New Mexico and is, along with the Appalachian Trail and the Pacific Coast Trails, part of the triple crown of long-distance hiking. Remote and not entirely finished, it is considered by many to be the most difficult of the top three trails, taking adventurers about six months to complete.



If you’re short on time and endurance but still want to see what the hype’s about, follow us. This itinerary provides a motorized version of the iconic walk through the mountains, following the north–south highways and byways that run roughly parallel to the USA’s famous dividing line – although our driving route comes out almost exactly 1000 miles shorter than the hiking trail. To keep you on your toes, challenge yourself to a metaphorical scavenger hunt while driving. We’ve identified a list of objects and memories – from summiting a 14er to ghost hunting, soaking in a wilderness hot spring to scouting for turquoise – for you to collect and experience along this iconic 2100-mile road trip.



Grab the trip’s first treasure near the start of the hiking trail that inspired it. The CDT begins (or ends, depending which way it’s hiked) in Montana’s gorgeous [image: ] Glacier National Park. The park’s rugged and desolate 1600-sq-mile alpine wilderness is home to 200 clear crystal lakes, 50 (sadly shrinking) glaciers and too many rushing waterfalls to count. Spotting animals is common: cougars, grizzlies, black bears and elk all roam freely. Try to see at least two different creatures to add to your treasure hunt checklist.


[image: ]





Enter Glacier through the east entrance and take Going-to-the-Sun Rd west. The CDT crosses the park’s 50-mile paved main drag at [image: ] Siyeh Bend, halfway between St Mary and Logan Pass. Walk at least a few hundred feet down the signature trail: that’s task number two on this scavenger hunt. There are numerous hiking trails branching off the CDT around here, and we encourage further exploration because getting off the road is what Glacier’s really all about. The road crosses the Continental Divide again atop Logan Pass, where there’s a visitor center and a 1.5-mile boardwalk trail to Hidden Lake Overlook. Descending the pass, the road runs parallel to the Continental Divide – it’s the 9000ft spine of granite running north, called the Garden Wall.



This is the trip of a lifetime, so spend your first night on the road 7 miles into Glacier’s heart. The [image: ] Sperry Chalet can only be accessed on foot (although mules can be hired to carry gear) via a trail from the parking lot at Lake McDonald Lodge. Leading through wildflower-strewn meadows past jagged peaks and babbling brooks, the hike itself is beautiful. But when you see the 17-room Swiss-style chalet, in a heavenly location on a ridgeline high above Lake McDonald’s turquoise shimmer, you’ll know the true meaning of high-country nirvana.



Exit Glacier through the western gate in the morning and follow the signs to Hwy 93 south (you’ll be quite a bit west of the actual divide, but it passes mostly through wilderness in Montana, making it hard to access by car). For motorists, lively [image: ] Missoula is a fun pit stop at the end of the 160-mile drive from Glacier. Montana’s most culturally diverse town is the type of place where one can hike through a wilderness area, fly fish a blue-ribbon stream and attend the symphony in the same day. Sitting at the convergence of five valleys on the banks of the Clark River, there are seven different wilderness areas within 100 miles – including the amazing Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex between Missoula and Glacier (the Continental Divide splits its rugged, nearly no-roads interior).



Seven miles west of downtown, the [image: ] Smokejumper Visitor Center is the active base for the heroic men and women who parachute into forests to combat raging wildfires. Its visitor center has thought-provoking audio and visual displays that do a great job illustrating the life of the Western firefighter. When you’ve finished snooping, check into [image: ] Goldsmith’s Bed & Breakfast, just a stone’s toss from the river, back in town. The outdoor deck overlooking the water is the perfect place to kick back with a good novel. For dinner order a handcrafted burger and beer on the patio at [image: ] Iron Horse Brewpub. Don’t miss the saltwater aquarium inside the swank upstairs bar.

Bid “Big Sky Country” goodbye and say hello to “Cowboy State” Wyoming in [image: ] Yellowstone National Park, about 300 miles southeast of Missoula. From the north entrance gate, take Grand Loop Rd in a counter-clockwise direction around America’s first national park. Established in 1872, Yellowstone is home to half the world’s geysers, including perennial crowd pleaser Old Faithful. Snap a picture at the Continental Divide sign crossing east of Old Faithful to add to this hunt’s treasure collection; it’s on the way to tonight’s slumber spot, [image: ] Lake Yellowstone Hotel & Cabins. Glowing golden on the lake’s northern tip, this historic hotel oozes grand 1920s Western ambience and has the park’s most divine lounge. Made for daydreaming, it features big picture windows with lake views, lots of natural light and a live string quartet for background serenading.




FLY FISHING IN MISSOULA

Fans of Brad Pitt and Robert Redford will remember Missoula’s moniker from fly-fishing classic A River Runs Through It. The movie was set here (although it was actually filmed outside Bozeman, Montana). Still, Missoula is home to some of the state’s best angling. Try Rock Creek, 21 miles east. It’s a designated blue-ribbon trout stream and favorite local year-round fishing spot. There are a number of shops downtown selling fishing supplies and licenses that also offer guided tours and lessons – extra credit scavenger hunt points here, folks!







Leave Yellowstone via the east entrance and follow Hwy 14 east to Wild West-or-bust [image: ] Cody. Keep your eyes peeled in the rearview mirror driving from the park – this 52-mile stretch is considered Yellowstone’s most dramatic approach; President Teddy Roosevelt went as far as to dub it “the most scenic 50 miles in the world.” Buffalo Bill’s old stomping ground is a raucous, well-preserved town that takes its heritage seriously – it was named for orchestrator of Wild West shows William Frederick “Buffalo Bill” Cody. It’s now home to the excellent [image: ] Buffalo Bill Historical Center, and to the country’s longest-running night rodeo – the Cody Nite Rodeo held each evening from June through August. As it’s nearly 500 miles of hard driving across the rest of Wyoming to the next destination, stick around town for the raucous broncs and bulls show. A ticket stub from either the rodeo or museum is an acceptable token when tallying this treasure hunt’s final points.




HIDDEN TREASURE

For extra credit hike to the Thorofare Patrol Cabin, located further from a road than any other occupied building in the contiguous USA. We’re not giving away the cabin’s location, but here are some clues.

• The cabin is inside Yellowstone Park boundaries, but the 45-mile one-way hike finishes in Grand Teton National Park.

• You will cross the Continental Divide and Yellowstone River.

• From Yellowstone Lake take the Thorofare Trail south; link with the Pacific Coast Trail.







To make up for the punishing wind whiplash of flying at 80mph across the central Wyoming plains (it takes fewer than eight hours, we promise), we’ve booked you into Colorado’s [image: ] Stanley Hotel. Perched on a hill overlooking Estes Park, the magnificent old resort, which dates back to 1909, inspired Stephen King to pen his horror classic The Shining. Interior shots of the movie version, starring Jack Nicholson, were filmed here. Ghosts supposedly haunt the Stanley, so all the better if you arrive after dark. Grab a tumbler of whiskey at the gorgeous scarred wood bar for strength and join a nightly hotel ghost tour. Then we dare you to book into room 401; staff consider it the most haunted.



Going from one great park to another in only 24 hours is quite an achievement. But [image: ] Rocky Mountain National Park waits just west of the Stanley’s oversized front doors. The spectacular through-park Trail Ridge Rd (Hwy 34) gives a grand starter glimpse of Colorado’s most revered natural treasure. It crosses the Continental Divide at Milner Pass (10,759ft). Get out of the car for a bit – Rocky Mountain’s most majestic sights are off-road. Get another notch on the scavenger hunt belt by hiking the 2000ft lung-busting 4-mile ascent to the top of Mt Ida. A picture of the Rocky Mountain high view from the summit will be proof of this task’s completion. Explore the park all day; tonight’s destination is only 40 miles away.



A model example of a functioning utopian society, the People’s Republic of [image: ] Boulder (as the locals say) is a liberal university town with a yuppie attitude and a mad crush on the outdoors – in 1967 it became the first US city to tax itself specifically to preserve open space. Check out the signature Flatirons (named for their resemblance to granite irons) to the southwest of downtown – they’re famous for rock climbing. Do try to arrive in time for happy hour at the [image: ] Boulder Café – in a city known for cheap early bird feasts it stands out and is always packed. That’s because it puts its entire seafood raw bar and appetizer menu (which includes eclectic choices like Swiss fondue) at 50% discount for three hours each afternoon. Pair this with half-price drinks and you’re in for a bargain-basement gourmet meal. Try to score a seat at the outdoor patio overlooking the city’s famous pedestrian-only Pearl St Mall. Bursting with shops, sidewalk cafés and street performers, it’s lively, clean and perfect for walking off the king crab legs, oysters and pot of cheese you just consumed.



The charming [image: ] Hotel Boulderado, right at the edge of the Pearl St Mall, celebrated a century of service in 2009. Full of Victorian elegance and wonderful public spaces, each antique-filled room is uniquely decorated and boasts luxurious amenities. The basement club is one of the city’s most popular cheap-drink and pick-up joints.



You’ll have to climb a mountain in the morning to record this adventure’s next memory: 14,270ft [image: ] Grays Peak. Summiting the 14er (what locals call 14,000ft-plus mountains), off I-70 about 50 miles southwest of Boulder, not only gives you major bragging rights but the hike also takes you to the highest point on the entire Continental Divide. The trail is just 3.5 miles long but ascends 3054ft, which means the climb is pretty damn steep. But the hike is swift, the views from the top sweet and losing your 14er summit virginity a worthy treasure.



Backtrack to I-70 after coming down, continuing west to Copper Mountain and the exit for Hwy 91 south. Sitting at 11,300ft, right on the Continental Divide, [image: ] Climax is a full-on ghost town. Although it’s now uninhabited, the one-time booming mine town holds the record for having the nation’s highest post office and railway station. It’s 60 winding miles south from Climax to [image: ] Cottonwood Hot Springs, near Buena Vista off Hwy 24. The five soaking pools are rustic, with fantastic views (the stars can be amazing). Reward yourself by staying in a cabin with a private soaking pool.



Cut west on Hwy 50 towards the San Juan Mountains and experience the next piece of treasure on this great hunt – [image: ] Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park – come morn. Here a dark narrow gash above the Gunnison River leads down a 2000ft-deep chasm that’s as eerie as it is spectacular. No other canyon in the USA combines the narrow openings, sheer walls and dizzying depths of the Black Canyon, and a peek over the edge evokes a sense of awe (and vertigo) for most. The park’s 6-mile South Rim Rd passes 11 overlooks at the edge of the canyon, some reached via short trails.



Sandwiched between imposing peaks, the tiny town of [image: ] Ouray, south of the park on Hwy 550, just might be that little bit of paradise John Denver waxed lyrical about in “Rocky Mountain High.” Here the mountains don’t just tower over you, they actually embrace you – barely quarter of a mile of valley floor is left for the town. Ouray is filled with the usual quaint shops and cafés, and is known for its healing natural hot-springs swimming pool. Between Ouray and [image: ] Silverton – a boom-bust-boom silver town with serious charm and outdoor activities potential – Hwy 550 is called the Million Dollar Hwy because its roadbed contains valuable ore. The moniker fits in more ways than one – it’s also considered one of the most scenically spectacular drives in the USA.



[image: ] Durango, another 50 miles south of Silverton on Hwy 550, is the region’s hub. With the San Juan mountains dominating the periphery this good-looking old mining town filled with graceful Victorian architecture is now known for its fat single-track bike trails and awesome microbreweries. If you’re a beer geek, you’ll love [image: ] Ska Brewing Company. Once mainly a production facility for making and canning their brews, now sold in liquor stores statewide, today the brewery’s small tasting room has grown into a popular après-work local watering hole. Stop by the bar for a beer and, if you’re lucky, some barbecue and live music. Make sure to pick up a six-pack or a few bombers to take away; they are imperative to completing this trip’s final mission. Spend the night at the museum-worthy [image: ] Strater Hotel – find the Stradivarius violin or gold-plated commemorative Winchester rifle to collect another check mark. Couples hint: the hot tub can be reserved for two by the hour, a major romantic plus.



Hwy 160 goes west from Durango to Cortez, where the road drops south to the New Mexico border and becomes Hwy 491 through the remote Navajo Nation to Gallup, the mother town on New Mexico’s Mother Road, Route 66. If the scenery between Cortez and Gallup evokes a sense of déjà vu you might be a movie buff: this highway used to be called Route 666 and was featured in the cult classic Natural Born Killers. It was renamed Hwy 491 not too many years after the movie was released and the devil’s highway connotation didn’t seem quite so funny.




[image: ]

Animal lovers will want to detour from Hwy 53, 20 miles southeast of Ramah, and pay the Wild Spirit Wolf Sanctuary (www.wildspiritwolfsanctuary.org) on Candy Kitchen Rd a visit. It’s home to rescued and captive-born wolves and wolf-dog mixes. The sanctuary offers six interactive walking tours per day, where you walk with the wolves that roam the sanctuary’s large natural habitat enclosures. On the quarter-mile walk you’ll learn more about conservation efforts, the sanctuary’s mission and, of course, all about wolves.







A scenic alternative to Route 66, Hwy 53, accessed from Hwy 602 south of Gallup, features a trippy line-up of weird distractions set against a surreal landscape of crimson arches, crumbling pueblos and volcanic craters. First up is [image: ] El Morro National Monument. It’s said that throughout history travelers have liked to leave their mark on El Morro’s 200ft sandstone mastiff. It’s covered with thousands of carvings, from pueblo petroglyphs (c 1250) to inscriptions by Spanish conquistadors and Anglo pioneers. Figure out the English name for this graffiti-covered outcrop for bonus points.



Stay green tonight at [image: ] Cimarron Rose, an ecofriendly two-room B&B in the Zuni Mountains just west of the Continental Divide on Hwy 53. Two goats and a horse organically fertilize Cimarron’s perennial gardens, which provide food and shelter for more than 80 species of birds.



After devouring a big and delicious breakfast the next morning, continue east a few miles to [image: ] Bandara Ice Cave & Volcano, where fire and ice collide on the Continental Divide. The privately owned concession features a subterranean ice cave, known to the Pueblo Indians as Winter Lake, with an ice floor that is 20ft thick and never melts – temps stay below 31°F year-round. It’s reached via an easy trail from the visitor center. Another trail climbs to a viewpoint looking into Bandara Crater, one of the country’s most accessible volcanoes. Snapping a photo of the region’s largest cinder cone is the next tick on this treasure hunt’s dwindling “to do” list.



Hwy 53 ends 28 miles west in Grants, another Route 66 relic town (this one fading fast), so you should pick up Hwy 117 south, which runs along the western edge of [image: ] El Malpais National Monument to the west. The monument, referred to as “rivers of fire” by local Indian tribes (leading anthropologists and geologists believe they witnessed the volcano’s last eruption) consists of almost 200 sq miles of 3000-year-old volcanic badlands accessed via a number of hiking trails off Hwy 117 – one leads to a 17-mile-long lava tube system. Keep an eye out for the impressive La Ventura Natural Arch. It’s visible from Hwy 117, and photographing it is on today’s checklist.



South of crossroads town Quemado, Hwy 117 turns into Hwy 32 (which also is called Hwy 12 and Hwy 180 at different points throughout the journey) as you wind southwest towards the rugged, ultra-remote [image: ] Gila Wilderness Area, the largest roadless area outside Alaska and the country’s one and only national wilderness. Made up of various national forest and wilderness areas, and split by the Continental Divide, the Gila offers DIY adventures in spades. Our pick is soaking in a series of natural hot mineral springs just a short hike up the Middle Fork River from the main ranger station a half-mile south of the tiny community of Glenwood, on the Gila’s western perimeter. South of Glenwood on Hwy 180, just outside Cliff, spend the night at the stunningly situated [image: ] Casitas de Gila Guesthouse. Set on 90 acres of wilderness, each adobe-style unit has a fully stocked kitchen and at least one bedroom. There are telescopes and an outdoor hot tub to keep you entertained after dark.



It’s less than 30 minutes’ drive south from the guesthouse to breakfast at [image: ] Diane’s Restaurant & Bakery in Silver City. Order the hatch benedict eggs – the house take on the original is doused with New Mexico’s beloved green chile pepper stew. [image: ] Silver City is the granddaddy of New Mexico’s boom-bust-boom-town success stories, with streets dressed in a lovely mishmash of old brick and cast-iron Victorians alongside thick-walled red adobe buildings now housing gourmet coffee shops and galleries. Billy the Kid spent some of his childhood here and the town still retains a Wild West air with a few raucous saloons. After breakfast grab a disposable cooler and ice from a gas station and chill that six-pack of Ska beer you grabbed in Durango. From Silver City it’s just under 100 miles to the place where the pavement and this trip’s mileage counter end, at the edge of Hwy 9 and Hwy 338 south. Pop the top of your now-cold beer and celebrate 1075 miles in the middle of nowhere, staring at the 8532ft mass of [image: ] Animas Peak, the highest point on the Continental Divide in New Mexico. Beyond it, to the south, lies Mexico.

Becca Blond

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

Glacier National Park’s east entrance is accessed via Hwy 89; 930 miles northwest of Denver, CO, and 360 miles east of Spokane, WA.



Do

Bandera Ice Cave & Volcano

Hike around the side of one of the country’s most accessible volcanoes, and down into an ice cave with a 20ft thick floor; located 28 miles west of Grants. [image: ] 888-423-2283; www.icecaves.com; Hwy 53, NM; admission $9; [image: ] 8am-1hr before sunset; [image: ]

Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park

The visitor center is 2 miles inside the park from the entrance. [image: ] 970-249-1914; www.nps.gov/blca; S Rim Dr, CO; admission per vehicle $15; [image: ] 8am-6pm Jun-Aug, 8am-4pm Sep-May

Buffalo Bill Historical Center

A sprawling complex of five museums, the main showcase is devoted to Buffalo Bill and his world-famous Wild West shows. [image: ] 307-587-4771; www.bbhc.org; 720 Sheridan Ave, Cody, WY; adult/child $15/6; [image: ] 7am-8pm Jun-Aug, 10am-3pm Tue-Sun Sep-May

El Malpais National Monument

Almost 200 sq miles of lava flows abutting adjacent sandstone, accessed via Hwy 117. The administrative office is in Grants.[image: ] 505-285-4641; www.nps.gov/elma; 123 E Roosevelt Ave, Grants, NM; [image: ] 8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri

El Morro National Monument

Ancient graffiti 52 miles southeast of Gallup; there’s a good onsite restaurant serving New Mexican fare. [image: ] 505-783-4226; www.nps.gov/elmo; admission $3; [image: ] 9am-7pm Jun-Aug, 9am-5pm Sep-May

Gila Wilderness Area

The main ranger station is 44 miles north of Silver City. [image: ] 575-539-2481; Hwy 180, NM; [image: ] 8am-4:30pm

Rocky Mountain National Park

Beaver Meadows Visitor Center serves as the park headquarters. It’s on Hwy 36 just east of the entrance. [image: ] 970-586-1206; www.nps.gov/romo; Hwy 36, CO; per vehicle $25

Smokejumper Visitor Center

The active base’s visitor center has thought-provoking audio and visual displays. [image: ] 406-329-4900; W Broadway, Missoula, MT; admission free; [image: ] 10am-4pm Jun-Aug

Yellowstone National Park

The Albright Visitors Center near the north entrance serves as Yellowstone headquarters. [image: ] 307-344-2263; www.nps.gov/yell; Mammoth, WY; hiker/vehicle $12/25; [image: ] 8am-7pm Jun-Aug, 9am-5pm Sep-May



EAT & DRINK

Boulder Café

From 3pm to 6pm all appetizers (including the raw bar) and drinks are half price. We think it’s the best deal in town. [image: ] 303-444-4884; 1247 Pearl St, Boulder, CO; mains $8-25; [image: ] 11.30am-10.30pm

Diane’s Restaurant & Bakery

Order something doused in green chile at this popular eatery. [image: ] 575-538-8722; 510 N Bullard St, Silver City, NM; mains $10-30; [image: ] 11am-2:30pm & 5-8:30pm Tue-Fri, 9am-2pm Sat & Sun

Iron Horse Brewpub

It’s undergone a multimillion-dollar expansion and now includes a swank, smoke-free upstairs bar known as 501; pub food is served inside and out. [image: ] 406-728-8866; 501 N Higgins St, Missoula, MT; [image: ] 11:30am-late

Ska Brewing Company

This microbrewery tasting-room bar does weekly barbecues with live music and free food – call for dates, they are never fixed. [image: ] 970-247-5792; www.skabrewing.com; 545 Turner Dr, Durango, CO; [image: ] 9am-8pm



SLEEP

Casitas de Gila Guesthouse

Adobe-style casitas on 90 acres at the edge of the Gila; rates drop with length of stay. [image: ] 877-923-4827; www.casitasdegila.com; off Hwy 180 near Cliff, NM; r $150-200

Cimarron Rose

Cimarron Rose offers two Southwestern-style suites, with tiles, pine walls and hardwood floors (one has a kitchen). The innkeepers take pride in running an ecofriendly hotel. [image: ] 505-783-4770, 800-856-5776; www.cimarronrose.com; 689 Oso Ridge Rd, NM; ste $110-185

Cottonwood Hot Springs

Choose from dorms, rooms and cabins; rates include use of the five rustic soaking pools. [image: ] 719-395-6434; www.cottonwood-hot-springs.com; 18999 County Rd 306, Buena Vista, CO; dm $35, r/cabin from $100/165; [image: ]

Goldsmith’s Bed & Breakfast

This delightful B&B, with comfy rooms, is a pebble’s toss from the river. [image: ] 406-728-1585; www.goldsmithsinn.com; 809 E Front St, Missoula, MT; r from $130

Hotel Boulderado

This 100-year-old National Register of Historic Places landmark has wonderfully romantic Victorian charm. [image: ] 303-442-4344, 800-433-4344; www.boulderado.com; 2115 13th St, Boulder, CO; r from $150

Lake Yellowstone Hotel and Cabins

Like all park lodges, this 1920s charmer is nonsmoking and there is no air-con, TV or internet. [image: ] 307-344-7311; www.travelyellowstone.com; Lake Country, WY; cabins $135, r $155-230; [image: ] Jun-Oct

Sperry Chalet

This hike-in-only Swiss-style chalet offers phenomenal views. [image: ] 888-345-2649; www.sperrychalet.com, www.mule-shoe.com; Glacier National Park, MT; r incl meals $170-300, mule hire $130; [image: ] Jul-Sep

Stanley Hotel

Stephen King was inspired to write The Shining after staying at this historic resort. Rooms are posh modern with 42in flatscreen TVs, neutral colors and plush duvets. [image: ] 970-586-4964; www.stanleyhotel.com; 333 Wonderview Ave, Estes Park, CO; r from $159, ghost tours $13

Strater Hotel

The world’s largest collection of antique Victorian walnut furniture is displayed at this landmark hotel. [image: ] 970-247-4431; www.strater.com; 699 Main St, Durango, CO; r $200



USEFUL WEBSITES

www.cdtsociety.org

www.cdtrail.org





 

Return to beginning of chapter

TRIP 7    [image: ]

Wet & Wild West Coast




TIME

12 – 14 days

DISTANCE

1470 miles

BEST TIME TO GO

Jun – Sep

START

San Diego, CA

END

Port Townsend, WA







WHY GO Whether freak-spotting at Venice Beach or whale-watching on the Oregon coast, maximizing time outside is key to this three-state, 1470-mile, nearly border-to-border journey up the US Pacific Coast. En route, you’ll hit the wild and quirky places that make the left coast unique, including small towns, big capes and vertigo-inducing coastal parks.





Start in [image: ] San Diego with a splash from Shamu the killer whale at Sea World or stay dry and cruise up Hwy 5 to La Jolla. North of the trim whitewashed downtown, immerse yourself in the teeming tide pools and sea caves of [image: ] La Jolla Underwater Park Ecological Reserve, where snorkelers spot flashy orange garibaldi, protected state marine fish. Follow your rumbling stomach an hour’s drive north on Hwy 5 to [image: ] Orange County, the natural habitat of reality TV stars (tanned to match the state fish) and [image: ] Taco Loco. This Laguna Beach beach-shack taco stand looks like your typical mellow surfer hangout, but even hardcore Hwy 1 Harley riders go Loco for blackened shrimp tacos and calamari nachos.



Wet meets wild further up coastal Hwy 1 on [image: ] Venice Beach Ocean Front Walk, where morning brings a motley crowd of cross-training starlets jogging backwards and aimless stumblers still smarting after last night’s impromptu tattoo. From here, follow Hwy 1 past Malibu mansions until the road merges with Hwy 101, where you can take a slight detour to stretch your legs on the palm-lined streets of seaside Santa Barbara. The Pacific seems placid in secluded Santa Barbara, but it goes wild in [image: ] Big Sur, a 225-mile drive north that takes four to five hours. Follow Hwy 101 to San Luis Obispo, where you should gas up for the journey west along coastal Hwy 1. From here, the route is slow going (40mph tops) and adrenaline-inducing, with switchbacks scaling steep hillsides while surf crashes against jade-streaked cliffs below.


[image: ]



As you approach Big Sur, thrilling stretches of Hwy 1 careen around blind curves and into an alternate reality c 1974, complete with clothing-optional hot tubs. About 25 miles south of the main Big Sur parks, [image: ] Treebones offers a uniquely Californian choice of accommodations: oceanview campsite; turbine-powered, canvas-clad yurt; or “human nest,” a twig tunnel fit for a persnickety hermit, with a futon and ladder access. Flashlights are provided for late-night bathroom treks from yurts, where cozy nights are spent listening to crashing surf by the fireplace. Dinner is available onsite, but incurable romantics and fearless sensualists will head 30 miles north to [image: ] Nepenthe, where Tropic of Cancer author Henry Miller ignored obscenity allegations and wrote with wild abandon. Toast ocean sunsets from the ridge-top terrace with California wine and cheese, or reserve seats inside the redwood-and-adobe lodge for homemade soups and “Green Goddess” salads.



After Treebones’ self-serve waffle-and-granola breakfast follow Hwy 1 to [image: ] Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park. By the parking lot you’ll find the trailhead to the short McWay Falls Overlook Trail, which leads through a tunnel under the highway to spectacular cliffside vistas. Rainbows rise where McWay Falls drop 80ft to the beach, and the bench at trail’s end is a prime whale-watching perch in March and April. North along Hwy 1, it’s roughly a 30-mile, one-hour drive to the West Coast’s masterpiece of architectural aquaculture, the [image: ] Monterey Bay Aquarium. Picture windows peek right into the bay, rescued sea lions sunbathe on rocky perches and prima ballerina pink jellyfish flit across blue water walls. If schools of silver sardines swimming overhead make your stomach rumble, you’re in luck: the onsite restaurant specializes in sustainable seafood.




THE ULTIMATE CALIFORNIA HOT TUB

To see Big Sur in all its glory, wait until 1am, strap on your hiking shoes and prepare to strip at Esalen Hot Springs (www.esalen.org/place/hot_springs.shtml). Since the 1960s, Esalen Institute has hosted daytime workshops with self-help gurus and welcomed visitors who make the quarter-mile cliffside walk to its natural hot springs from 1am to 3am (by prior reservation, at [image: ]831-667-3047, and for $20). Soak away your cares in moonlit tubs built into a cliff, hovering 50ft above crashing breakwaters – but mind those elbows on busy summer nights.







If Monterey Bay Aquarium is the playground of West Coast sea life, [image: ] Año Nuevo State Reserve, 47 miles north on Hwy 1, is more like after-school detention. After an unsuccessful December to March mating season, teenage elephant seals bellyache to anyone within earshot of the refuge for rejects known as Loser’s Beach. A 3-mile, 2½-hour round-trip coastal hike heads to observation points overlooking Loser’s Beach – any closer could get dangerous when bulls practice their fighting moves. Many seals return to the dunes for molting season April through August, but most haul out to sea from September to October for a major feed before mating season.

Your own dinner awaits at [image: ] Duarte’s Tavern, 7 miles up Hwy 1 and about a mile east at the signed turnoff for Pescadero. Start with tangy Pescadero artichoke soup, then take your pick of today’s catch pan-fried – fingers crossed for sand dabs, a California delicacy as light and flaky as Dover sole. Nothing could top Grandma Duarte’s ollalieberry pie made with berries grown next door – except maybe a hot tub under the stars, perched on a cliff overlooking the Pacific. Nighttime soaks in the cliffside tub are key perks of stays at historic [image: ] Pigeon Point Lighthouse, about 3 miles south of the Pescadero turnoff along Hwy 1. Built in 1872, the lighthouse has a still-active 115ft beacon; the light-keeper’s house has been thoughtfully restored as a Certified Bay Area Green hostel.




HIGH ADVENTURE, LOW EMISSIONS

To see the West Coast’s wild side, go green all the way. Get on the biodiesel-fueled bus with Green Tortoise (www.greentortoise.com) for adventures along the California Coast; on-board berths, parks admission and meals are included (San Francisco to LA: $249). Amtrak offers routes from Seattle to LA, but the most spectacular stretch of track hugs the coastline from San Luis Obispo to Santa Barbara – and you can bring your bike. Otherwise, you can help keep the west wild by considering your carpool options at www.craigslist.org.







After morning hikes along lighthouse coastal trails past thousand-year-old redwoods, [image: ] San Francisco awaits just over an hour’s drive north along Hwy 1. Past vertigo-inducing vistas and the coastal suburb of Pacifica, Hwy 1 merges briefly with I-280 before veering west and turning into San Francisco’s 19th Ave. Hang a left off 19th onto Judah St, then head west until you hit 45th Ave – just four blocks before the street dead ends into La Playa, which skirts blustery Ocean Beach. On the corner of 45th and Judah you’ll spot [image: ] Outerlands, where beachcombers and ecohipsters converge for heirloom tomato soup with grilled cheese and organic mimosas chased with locally roasted espresso.



Better make that coffee a double: you’ve got about a 3½-hour drive ahead. Follow the scenic route from La Playa onto Great Hwy, past Ocean Beach and veering east onto Point Lobos Ave, which merges into Geary Blvd. Take Geary east to Park Presidio Blvd and turn left to head north onto Hwy 1 and across a modern marvel: [image: ] Golden Gate Bridge. On foggy San Francisco summer days, the bridge’s distinctive deco towers disappear into the clouds, only to magically reappear on the sunny north end of the span.



Follow signs for Hwy 101, which will take you north for 87 miles to the exit for State Rd 128 west. Follow this road for 52 miles, initially winding through the woods, then speeding up as it heads straight through [image: ] Anderson Valley. This is Mendocino’s wine country, with tasting rooms lining State Rd 128 offering a gauntlet of temptations that range from spicy zinfandels to sparkling whites.



The road bumps into Hwy 1 at the coast, where you’ll head north 9 miles to Mendocino, a seaside hamlet of whitewashed 19th-century cottages that’s been designated a National Historic Preservation District, with a permanent mellow aided by abundant local medical marijuana crops (prescription required). The historic [image: ] Joshua Grindle Inn, perched atop a knoll, is an easy 10-minute stroll from the beach and downtown restaurants. Built by the town’s banker in 1879, this B&B maximizes Mendocino’s period charm, with wood-beam ceilings, pot-bellied iron stoves, and afternoon tea in the parlor. Awake to home-baked breakfasts on the gingerbread-trimmed porch, overlooking gardens dotted with orange California poppies. Fuel up for the 3½-hour drive to your next pit stop – maybe longer, if you break for beaches, roadside blackberry-picking (August to October) and California gray whale-watching (November through April).



Follow Hwy 1 northeast to Leggett, where you’ll veer north onto redwood-lined Hwy 101. North of Redway, follow signs for Avenue of the Giants, a sun-dappled alternate route north through 32 miles of staggeringly tall trees. Merge back onto 101 north, take Exit 713 into downtown Arcata on Hwy 255, then hang a right onto G St to reach [image: ] Renata’s Crépèrie. Arcata is quaint yet progressive, and so are its organic crepes of choice: loaded with sweet seasonal berries or packed with tangy local goat cheese and artichokes. Follow your bliss with heartwarming doses of Americano or hot chocolate, served in hand-warming bowls.



Warming up is wise before you head north along the windswept coast past Trinidad; the temperature suddenly drops north of Orick under the high forest canopy of [image: ] Redwood National and State Parks. These 70 miles of ancient redwoods were spared from clear-cutting in the 1960s by pioneering environmentalists, and today they’re duly honored as a World Heritage site and International Biosphere Reserve. To hike through 325 million years of natural history, turn off Hwy 101 2 miles north of Orick onto Davis Rd and take the Trillium Falls Trail to Fern Canyon, where prehistoric ferns drip from 30ft rock walls.



Four miles further north of Orick off Hwy 101, the 10-mile Newton B Drury Scenic Parkway is a detour into another dimension, where visitors instinctively lower their voices so as not to disturb the contemplative silence of these stately redwoods. Pause for an educational pit stop at Prairie Creek Visitors Center and an easy 100yd walk to the Big Tree – at 304ft high and 21ft across, its name is a massive understatement. Drive cautiously; Roosevelt elk roam the area.



After camping at Redwood National and State Parks pack the car and continue north along Hwy 101. About 60 miles north of the parks you’ll cross the border into Oregon, where the coastal scenery just gets wilder. The highway hugs the shoreline, snaking through stands of towering Sitka spruce and coastal parks that protect natural rock bridges, tide pools brimming with sea critters, and forest trails.



About 75 miles north of the state line, you’ll hit [image: ] Cape Blanco State Park, the second most westerly point in the contiguous US (for trivia buffs, Cape Alava, Washington, is the continental US’s westernmost point, and both are further west than California’s Cape Mendocino, even though Cape Mendocino appears more westerly on most maps). Camp out at Cabo Blanco and allow at least a day to explore the wave-pounded beaches and shady trails in and around the park.



From Cabo Blanco, head 125 miles north to [image: ] Cape Perpetua Scenic Area, where trails take you through moss-laden old-growth forests to rocky beaches, tide pools and blasting marine geysers. The cape itself punches like a rocky fist into a tempestuous sea, and its highest point (reached by road or trail) offers one of the finest views on the entire Oregon coast. Cape Perpetua has a beautiful little campground, but for a comfortable treat drive 3 miles north to the town of Yachats and shack up at the [image: ] Shamrock Lodgettes, on the mouth of the Yachats River. The nine petite, rustic cabins are tiny but cozy enough to weather the worst winter storms; and on those rare sunny days they offer stunning views through the trees to the ocean.



Twenty-five miles up Hwy 101 you’ll hit the town of Newport, where you’ll find the outstanding [image: ] Oregon Coast Aquarium. Like wandering through a living kaleidoscope, a stroll through this place is an otherworldly experience. The seals and sea otters are cute as can be and the jellyfish room is a near-psychedelic experience. But what really knocks this place off the charts is the deep-sea exhibit through which you walk, surrounded by a Plexiglas tunnel full of sharks, rays and other fish.




[image: ]

“Go check out the Historic 804 Trail. It starts in Yachats and heads north up the beach at Smelt Sands (State Recreation Site). It’s part of the old 804 Hwy (a former foot and wagon path), which ran along the beach to Alsea Bay. People traveled south on the beach until they hit Yachats, where the sand ends and they had the forest to deal with.”

Dave Rieseck, Yachats, OR







There’s nothing like wandering around an aquarium to whet your appetite for seafood. Head down to the docks and into [image: ] Local Ocean, a modern but modest seafood restaurant and market serving the best local seafood in town. From Dungeness crab and razor clams to wild salmon and albacore tuna, everything is caught locally and sustainably. In other words, eat as much as you can.



Come check-in time, shun the staid plaster walls of a hotel room and spend the night in a yurt instead. [image: ] Beverly Beach State Park, only 6.5 miles up the coast, has tent and RV sites, but the 21 heated yurts offer the truly quintessential Oregon overnight experience. The beach itself lies a short walk away and is wide, long and fabulous for walks and kite flying.



The following morning, head north along Hwy 101 and, 6.2 miles north of Neskowin (or 38 miles north of Beverly Beach), turn left on Brooten Rd. In Pacific City, swing left on Pacific Ave and right on Cape Kiwanda Dr. This puts you on the spectacular Three Capes Scenic Drive, which hugs the coast and passes three rocky and wildly spectacular capes on its way north. The first cape you’ll pass is Cape Kiwanda, complete with state park. About 7 miles north of Cape Kiwanda, swing left on Cape Lookout Rd and in another 4 miles you’ll arrive at [image: ] Cape Lookout State Park, where you can spend the night in a tent, cabin or yurt. The sandy beach at Cape Lookout is vast, pounded by wind-driven breakers and backed by rocks and coastal forest, giving you the sense that you’ve truly landed in the middle of nowhere. (The northernmost cape, Cape Meares, is not part of this trip.)




[image: ]

No trip along the coast is complete without oysters on the half shell, and you can devour them at the source by visiting nearby Oregon Oyster Farms (www.oregonoyster.com). The historic farm lies 8 miles inland from Newport, and the drive along Yaquina Bay Rd to get there is half the fun. To reach the farm from Newport, head east on Hwy 20, turn right on SE John Nye Rd and left on Yaquina Bay Rd.







From Cape Lookout, head north along Whiskey Creek Rd and take Hwy 131 to Tillamook, where you’ll regain Hwy 101. From Tillamook, it’s only about 65 miles to Astoria, but you could spend the entire day doing it, stopping for lunch and a quiet wander at Cannon Beach, or for video arcades, candied popcorn and good, old fashioned, tourist-trap cheesiness at Seaside. Both are favorite getaways for Portlanders on the run from the inland summer heat.



Finally, you’ll reach [image: ] Astoria, whose historic architecture and incredible location make it one of Oregon’s finest coastal towns. Astoria lies at the mouth of the Columbia River on Youngs Bay, itself fed by three rivers, the Lewis and Clark, the Youngs and the Walluski. While you’re here be sure to drive up to the Astoria Column (elevation 600ft), which offers magnificent views on a clear day. For eats, head to the [image: ] Ship Inn, where you can watch tankers ply the mighty Columbia River while devouring an equally mighty basket of halibut fish and chips. For a good night’s sleep (which you’ll need for tomorrow’s drive), shack up at the elegant [image: ] Rosebriar Inn B&B, a converted Georgian mansion from the early 1900s.



The following day, get an early start for the three-hour drive north. This stretch of the journey starts with a big scenic bang as Hwy 101 crosses the Columbia River into Washington over the 4-mile [image: ] Astoria-Megler Bridge, the longest continuous truss bridge in North America. Completed in 1966, the bridge marked the final link in Hwy 101 which, from then on, ran unbroken from Mexico to Canada. Once you cross the bridge, however, the scenery alternates between snooze-inducing and moderately pretty until you reach the borders of the trip’s penultimate and arguably finest reward: [image: ] Olympic National Park.



Occupying 990 sq miles of the Olympic Peninsula, the park is one of the rainiest places on earth and shelters some of North America’s greatest expanses of old growth temperate rain forest. The park is so big that you can’t feasibly see it without basing yourself at various places. This time, keep it simple by heading to Lake Quinault and checking into the splendid [image: ] Lochaerie Resort, on the northern shore. A marvelous alternative to the far more famous Lake Quinault Lodge, Lochaerie Resort is a quiet little place with wonderfully cozy cabins warmed by fireplaces and the lingering happiness of past guests. You could easily while away three days here, hiking, canoeing, bird-watching, fishing, clamming or simply wandering the shores of beautiful Lake Quinault. [image: ] Ruby Beach, which lies 40 miles northwest of Lake Quinault, makes a great day trip from the resort and is one of the most spectacular beaches along this forbiddingly rocky stretch of the coast.




[image: ]

To really appreciate just how rainy this place is and to experience how wildly that rain can make stuff grow, head to the Tolkeinesque depths of the Hoh Rainforest. The dense, moss-covered rain forest is reached via Upper Hoh Rd, which leaves Hwy 101 about 14 miles northeast of Ruby Beach. From Lochaerie Resort, it’s about a two-hour trip to the Hoh River Visitor Center, where you’ll find trailheads into the forest.







From Lake Quinault, follow Hwy 101 as it encircles the peninsula, passing through mystical forest scenery and turnoffs that lead through the grayness to remote Native American outposts and windswept beaches. Finally, 170 miles (about 4½ hours) from Lake Quinault you’ll reach [image: ] Port Townsend, the final stop on the trip. Set on the northwestern extreme of the Olympic Peninsula, Port Townsend sits at the convergence of Puget Sound and the Strait of Juan de Fuca, directly across from Victoria, British Columbia. It’s a marvelous place to close the trip, with splendid Victorian architecture, excellent restaurants and some of the region’s very best sea kayaking. Although you’ll find plenty of hotels in town, opt instead for a room in one of the former officer housing units of [image: ] Fort Worden State Park. (Sharp-eyed film buffs will recognize the setting as the backdrop for the movie An Officer and a Gentleman.) The former US Army fortification was built in the late 1890s to protect the strategically important Puget Sound area from outside attack, but is now a lovely state park with beaches, short trails and a thick dose of military history. The perfect place to close the trip is at the park’s North Beach, where you might spot a bald eagle swooping down from a treetop snatching a meal from the sea otters just offshore.

Alison Bing & Danny Palmerlee

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

Start in San Diego, which hugs the California coast just north of the US–Mexico border.



DO

Año Nuevo State Reserve

Dune hikes reach overlooks above Loser’s Beach, where elephant seals bellyflop between dates. [image: ] 650-879-2025; www.parks.ca.gov; Hwy 1, CA; parking $10, guided walk $7; [image: ] 8:30am-3:30pm Apr-Aug, 8:30am-3pm Sep-Nov, guided walk only Dec-Mar

Cape Blanco State Park

Beach access and great views, plus showers and flush toilets; 4 miles north of Brookings. [image: ] 541-332-6774, 800-452-5687; www.oregonstateparks.org; Hwy 101, OR; day use per vehicle $5, tents & RV sites/cabins $16/35; [image: ] [image: ]

Cape Lookout State Park

Isolated park with vast beach and excellent campgrounds. [image: ] 503-842-4981; www.oregonstateparks.org; 13000 Whiskey Creek Rd, Tillamook, OR; day-use $5, campsites $5-20; [image: ] [image: ]

Cape Perpetua Scenic Area

Rich tide-pool life, rock formations, trails, old-growth forest, views and more. Hwy 101, Yachats, OR; day-use sites $5; [image: ] year-round, campground summer only; [image: ]

Fort Worden State Park

Busy state park with hiking and biking trails, excellent beaches, kayak and bike rentals, yoga studio, bleak campground and comfy lodging. [image: ] 360-344-4431; www.parks.wa.gov; Port Townsend, WA; admission free; [image: ] year-round; [image: ] [image: ]

Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park

Rainbows, waterfalls and whales: nature shows off shamelessly along 0.7-mile McWay Falls Overlook Trail. [image: ] 831-667-2315; www.parks.ca.gov; 47225 Hwy 1, Big Sur, CA; day use $10; [image: ] ½hr before sunrise-½hr before sunset; [image: ]

Monterey Bay Aquarium

The most impressive sea life you’ll see without getting soaked. [image: ] 831-648-4800; www.montereybayaquarium.org; 886 Cannery Row, Monterey, CA; adult/student & senior/3-12yr/under 3yr $29.95/$27.95/17.95/free; [image: ] 10am-6pm, extended summer hrs;[image: ]

Olympic National Park

Home to numerous campgrounds and lodges, beaches, rain forest and high mountain hiking. [image: ] 360-565-3130, toll-free 800-833-6388; Olympic Peninsula, WA; admission per vehicle $15; [image: ] year-round;[image: ] [image: ]

Oregon Coast Aquarium

Exceptional aquarium with seals, sea otters, deep-sea exhibit and jellyfish room. [image: ] 541-867-3474; www.aquarium.org; 2820 SE Ferry Slip Rd, Newport, OR; adult/3-12yr/13-17yr/senior $15/9.50/12/13; [image: ] 9am-6pm; [image: ]

Redwood National and State Parks

Sunlight turns green in this forest primeval, with 2000-year old redwoods and fern-lined canyons. [image: ] 707-465-7354 Prairie Creek Visitors Center; www.nps.gov/redw; Newton B Drury Scenic Pkwy, CA; admission free; [image: ] 9am-5pm



EAT

Duarte’s Tavern

Fresh-caught fish, housemade soups and flaky pies served in a Wild West saloon since 1894. [image: ] 650-879-0464; www.duartestavern.com; 202 Stage Rd, Pescadero, CA; mains $12-30; [image: ] 7am-9pm

Local Ocean

Seafood restaurant and market with locally caught fish served in sandwiches, tacos and delicious main courses. [image: ] 541-574-7959; www.localocean.net; 213 SE Bay Blvd, Newport, OR; sandwiches $7-14, mains $11-25; [image: ] 11am-8pm; [image: ]

Nepenthe

Sublime sunsets and serviceable sandwiches at Henry Miller’s favorite cliffside getaway. [image: ] 831-667-2345; www.nepenthebigsur.com; Hwy 1, Big Sur, CA; mains $12.50-36.50; [image: ] 9am-10pm

Outerlands

Coastal chills vanish with organic comfort food served on a driftwood-paneled lunch counter. [image: ] 415-661-6140; http://outerlandssf.blogspot.com; 4001 Judah St, San Francisco, CA; small plates $6-10; [image: ] 11am-3pm & 6-10pm Tue-Sat, 10am-2:30pm Sun

Renata’s Crèpérie

Abundant salads, serious espresso and the Righteous Babe: berries and Nutella atop organic crepes. [image: ] 707-825-8783; 1030 G St, Arcata, CA; crepes $6-9; [image: ] 8am-3pm & 5-9pm Fri & Sat, 8am-3pm Wed, Thu & Sun

Ship Inn

Modest but comfy riverside restaurant famous for its fish and chips and tremendous views of the Columbia River. [image: ] 503-325-0033; 1 2nd St, Astoria, OR; mains $9-25; [image: ] 11:30am-9:30pm; [image: ]

Taco Loco

So SoCal: chi-chi seafood quesadillas with blue corn–flour tortillas, 15oz starlet smoothies, and surfer-favorite hemp brownies. [image: ] 949-497-1635; www.tacoloco.net; 640 S Coast Hwy, Laguna Beach, CA; dishes $3-11; [image: ] 11am-midnight Sun-Thu, 11am-2am Fri & Sat



SLEEP

Beverly Beach State Park

Large state campground with tents and heated yurts. [image: ] 877-444-6777; www.oregonstateparks.org; Hwy 101, OR; tents $13-21, RVs $18-26, yurt $36-41; [image: ] year-round; [image: ] [image: ]

Joshua Grindle Inn

Unwind 1879-style by the main house fireplaces, or retreat to hideaways in the water tower and saltbox cottage. [image: ] 707-937-4143; www.joshgrin.com; 44800 Little Lake Rd, Mendocino, CA; incl breakfast s $119-219, d $165-285

Lochaerie Resort

The six shingled cabins above Lake Quinault are warmed by wood-burning stoves. [image: ] 360-288-2215; www.lochaerie.com; 638 North Shore Rd, Olympic National Park, WA; cabins $120-150; [image: ]

Pigeon Point Lighthouse

Reserve ahead at this certified green lighthouse-keepers’ post, with wi-fi and a hot tub. [image: ] 650-879-0633; www.norcalhostels.org/pigeon; 210 Pigeon Point Road, Pescadero, CA; dm $25, private rooms $55-100; [image: ] 7:30am-10:30pm

Rosebriar Inn B&B

Elegant 12-room inn with small but comfy rooms, a spacious “carriage house” and a “captain’s suite” with kitchenette and awesome views. [image: ] 800-487-0224; www.rosebriar.net; 636 14th St, Astoria, OR; r $90-192

Shamrock Lodgettes

Modest but supremely cozy log cabins, “spa” cabins and hotel-style rooms with ocean views. [image: ] 541-547-3312; www.shamrocklodgettes.com; 105 Hwy 101, Yachats, OR; r $69-129, cabin $99-189; [image: ]

Treebones

Spoon inside yurts, camp cliffside or burrow into a “human nest.” Rates include self-serve breakfasts. [image: ] 877-424-4787; http://treebonesresort.com; 71895 Hwy 1, Big Sur, CA; d incl breakfast $155-245, quad incl breakfast $255, d campsite $65-95



USEFUL WEBSITES

www.hikinginbigsur.com

www.visittheoregoncoast.com
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