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  Our publisher Semic, who like us, loves yarn and publishes our books in Sweden.


  – Thank you to everyone at Semic, we love working with you!


  Järbo Yarn who contributes their beautiful yarns.


  – Once again Järbo, thank you for a great working relationship!


  Susanna’s aunt, Margareta Lagerman


  – Thank you from the bottom of our hearts, Margareta, for the help in both crocheting, and proofreading our original Swedish edition.


  Sania’s mother in law, Stina Andersson


  – Thank you, Stina, for all the help with the 120 granny squares. Excellent work!


  Our photographer, Magnus Selander


  – Magnus, what would be do without you and your photos? Thanks for everything!


  Magnus’ son, Malte


  – Thanks for being there when we needed someone to model a hat. Thank you, Malte!


  Sania’s daughter, Hanna


  – Thanks, Hanna, for modeling in some of our photos. You are both pretty and patient.


  As usual, we want to thank each other for a great collaboration.


  – Thanks, Susanna! What would I do without you?


  – Same to you, Sania!


  Contents


  Granny squares


  How to knit a granny square


  Interior ideas


  Crocheted art


  Granny’s cushion


  A cool knob


  Pink shade


  Pot holder


  Crochet a round rug


  The cutest bag


  Crochet a square rug


  Granny’s armchair


  A fun floor cushion


  A knitted shade


  A large knitted shade


  Dressed pots


  If you don’t want to crochet—wind instead


  Snow white mini throw


  Door handle covers


  Crocheted dots


  Legwarmers for the chair


  Sweet seat


  Bolster


  Hallway stool


  Miscellaneous projects


  Brilliant bottles


  Pot holder – placemat – decoration


  Babushka


  Pop in your camera or phone


  Crocheting for wine


  A cozy mouse


  Snake


  Teddy


  Professional packages


  Crocheted ring


  Crocheted necklace


  Lucky dice


  Bag with crocheted detailing


  Great under the glass


  Granny’s towel


  A handy case


  Clothes


  Our favorite shawl


  A flowery hat


  Yet another hat


  Matching mittens


  More hats


  Malte’s hat


  Headband


  Long granny square scarf


  More granny squares


  A circle scarf


  Granny’s cardigan


  Extra warmth


  New pockets


  For the pockets


  The stitching used


  Crocheting stitches


  Knitting stitches


  Hello again!


  [image: images]


  [image: images]


  [image: images]


  [image: images]


  We are still crazy about yarn, which means that we have written yet another book on things you can make from yarn. This book has the same happy, creative, and imaginative theme as our book, Crazy about Yarn, and our aim is exactly the same—TO INSPIRE!


  We will give you even more ideas on how to personalize your surroundings, make cool clothes, and other fun “projects” from yarn. There is something for everyone here, regardless of age, knowledge, or experience. From the simplest projects, like crocheting ribbon for wrapping presents, to dressing a whole armchair in granny squares, we love creativity and most of the things in this book have been improvised, which is something we highly recommend. Don’t be afraid to experiment, repeat, redo, and let your imagination run wild. It’s hardly a secret that we love colors, but of course the color choice is up to you.


  Knitting and crocheting is very calming, a bit like meditating, and almost addictive . . . in a good way (we frequently feel ‘home sick’ for our crocheting)!
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  We’d like to say something about the granny square here. It is very popular right now and is high on today’s “what’s hot” lists. We stand by our belief that the granny square is a handicraft that needs to be preserved. Back in the day, these squares were created to use up scraps of yarn. Today, you can do the same! We have made a crazy amount of these squares and have lots of tips on what to make with them all.


  We dedicate a few more pages to crocheting than to knitting, due to the simple fact that we prefer crocheting right now.


  So go out, buy some colorful balls of yarn, some knitting needles and crochet hooks, and have fun!


  Sania & Susanna . . .


  . . . who are still crazy about yarn!
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  Granny Squares


  “Try crocheting a granny square, we promise you, it’s lots of fun!”


  We’ll start the book by explaining how to crochet a granny square, as many of our projects focus on just this type of square. This is a basic description and is applicable to all the projects in the book that contain one or more granny squares. You can just as easily use a thin yarn and a thin hook as a thick yarn and thick hook.


  The granny square is our absolute favorite and we think it’s an ingenious invention. Back in the day, it was a way to use up old scraps of yarn. The color combinations are infinite.


  You can vary the size of the squares however you want. You can make one really big square or lots of small ones, depending on what you are making. For example, we have made a beautiful floor cushion from two gigantic squares, and also crocheted a few tiny ones to decorate our jeans. In addition, there are lots of other crafts, such as an armchair covered in granny squares.


  If you don’t know how to make a granny square, follow these instructions and teach yourself because it is actually really simple.
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  How to crochet a granny square:


  1. Crochet 5 chain stitches (ch) using an 8/H (5 mm) hook. We used Molly yarn.
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  2. Close to a ring using 1 slip stitch (sl st) in the first ch.
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  3. Crochet two hdc by going into the ring, make 2 ch, crochet 2 half double crochets (hdc) by going into the ring, crochet 2 ch, repeat twice more. Attach the ch with a sl st and cut the yarn. You now have a square with ch that makes a corner.
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  4. Change yarn to a different color.


  Crochet 2 hdc in one corner, crochet 2 ch, and crochet 2 hdc in the same corner.


  To get to the next corner make 1 ch.


  Crochet 2 hdc, 2 ch, 2 hdc, and then 1 ch to get to the next corner, continue in the other 2 corners and finish with a ch. Secure with a sl st and cut the yarn.
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  5. Change to a different colored yarn.


  Crochet the next round in the same way. Crochet 2 hdc in one corner, crochet 2 ch, crochet 2 hdc in the same corner.


  Crochet 1 ch and then 2 hdc in the next hole, crochet 1 ch. You are now in the next corner, crochet 2 hdc, 2 ch, 2 hdc.
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  6. Continue to the end of the round and finish with a ch and secure with a sl st.


  If you want a larger square, just continue with more rounds in the same way.
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  7. To keep the throw/project looking uniform, we always crochet the last round on all squares in the same color.


  Lay the squares out and sew together using overcast stitching.
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  Interior ideas


  Interior design is something close to our hearts and creating beautiful compositions is one of the best activities there is. Complementing your home with knitted and crocheted detailing makes it all the more personal, especially if you have made it yourself. It’s often said that “your imagination is the only limitation.” This is very true. Almost everything can be crocheted or knitted . . . cushions, mats, lamps, stools, pictures, knobs, pots, and lots of other things . . . even door handles . . .


  “Dare to improvise. If it turns out wrong or looks ugly, you can always undo it and it won’t matter.”


  Crocheted art


  We found a beautiful but worn frame in a corner at the thrift store. After washing and painting it, we framed a giant granny square, which we attached to the back using a staple gun. It was both easy and quick to make and turned out to be a unique and very personal picture. If you are making a square this big, it’s a good idea to pick thicker yarn and use a bigger hook to make it faster. Make a square for every season in appropriate colors, especially since you can swap them around so easily. Of course for Christmas, it needs to be red and white.


  Crochet a granny square according to the description on page 12. We have used Molly yarn and an 8/H (5 mm) hook. Continue to crochet round after round to make the square the right size for your frame.


  If the frame is not as square as the Granny square, make a few extra stitches on only two of the sides.
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  Art can consist of so many different things, so why not frame a granny square in sunshine yellow and white; it’s very decorative!


  Granny’s cushion


  While you’re in the grove of making granny squares, you might as well make a cushion too. It consists of two granny squares, measuring 15 ¾ × 15 ¾" (40 × 40 cm) and fits a cushion with the same measurements. Sew three sides together by hand using overcast stitching with the right sides facing inward. Then turn the cushion cover the right way round. Put the cushion inside and sew together the last side.


  When it’s time to wash the cover you will have to undo one of the sides. With this cushion, we used all the colors we could find and changed colors every round for a total of 19 rounds.


  Crochet the granny square according to the instructions on page 12. We have used Molly yarn and an 8/H (5 mm) hook. Continue to crochet as many rounds as you need to make the square the right size for the inner cushion. Make two identical squares—one for the front and one for the back.


  “Sometimes we long for home, just so we can crochet”
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  The cushion is complete and the armchair is colorful and eye-catching.


  A cool knob


  If you like crocheting, you can pretty much crochet anything. In this case it was our multi-drawer chest in the hallway that sparked our imagination. The different colored crochet knobs make a nice, new touch.


  It’s a great tip if you feel that your chest of drawers, cupboards, or closet doors need new knobs. Instead of getting new ones, you can crochet covers for the old ones.


  The knobs were made using Raggi yarn and an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Crochet 6 ch and close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Crochet 6 single crochets (sc) for around 1 ¼" (3 cm) (or the length you need).


  The last round is crocheted by crocheting two together, 3 times.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull it through and secure the yarn.
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  Pink shade


  We also made a lampshade cover to match the knobs. We used one of Ikea’s cheaper plastic lamps and gave the shade a crocheted cover. The cover is crocheted a bit like a hat, but the difference is that it has a flat top.


  The shade cover is made using Molly yarn.


  Crochet 64 ch using an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Make a closed ring using a sl st in the first ch.


  Crochet 64 sc for around 6 ¼" (16 cm) (or the length you need).


  Change color according to your preference.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through, and secure the yarn.


  To make the top


  Crochet 5 ch, make a closed ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2: Crochet 2 sc in every sc.


  Round 3: Increase 8 sc, evenly distributed on each round until the lid has a 5 ½" (14 cm) diameter (or more, depending on the length of your side piece).


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Sew the lid and side piece together to make a cover for the lampshade.
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  The chest of drawers looks brand new with the cute crocheted knobs. It’s a very easy way to create change.


  The covers for the knobs are simply crocheted like small hats.


  The plastic Ikea lamp has a new, and much cozier, look with a crocheted cover.


  Crochet and knit using fabric strips


  Below are a few projects where we have used fabric strips instead of yarn. We made two crocheted rugs and a knitted pot holder. On page 24 there is also a knitted bag made from fabric strips. This is the perfect way to use up old fabric remnants. Worn-out sheets, curtains, and tablecloths that you have grown bored with are all great to use in your knitting and crocheting.


  Making strips from cotton fabric:


  Rip ½" (1 cm) wide strips along the grain of the fabric. Do not rip to the end, but rather save ½" (1 cm) at the end and then rip the strip going the other way. This way you won’t need to connect the strips later.


  Roll the strips into balls, or switch it up by ripping while you crochet to make the process less tedious.
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  Don’t rip to the end, but rather stop short at the end and then rip in the other direction to avoid having to connect the strips.
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  We think the balls of yarn look great just on their own, and like to have a collection of them in a basket as a decorative item.


  Pot holder


  The pot holder was really just a test to see how knitting fabric strips together would look.


  We have crocheted with fabric before, but we were curious about knitting. Our experiment worked really well and it did not take long at all to make a pot holder.


  Cast on 12 stitches using size 13 (9 mm) needles.


  Knit in garter stitch for around 10 rounds.


  Cast off and secure the strip.


  The bit of strip from the beginning can be tied into a loop used to hang it up.
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  The pot holder is made from strips of an old sheet and matches our yellow and green kitchen perfectly.


  Crochet a round rug


  Rugs are usually woven, but you can also make one by crocheting. It will look very similar. The size can be adapted according to your needs. The rug works well in most rooms such as in the bedroom, the guest bathroom, or the kitchen.


  Crochet 5 ch with a 15/N (10 mm) size hook and close to a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2: Crochet 2 sc in every sc. You should now have 16 sc.


  Round 3–25: Increase by 8 sc evenly spaced on each round.


  Adjust the increase with more stitches if you need to as it depends on the thickness of the fabric.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the fabric, and secure.
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  You need strips of fabric and a 15/N (10 mm) size hook to make a rug.
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  Crochet a ch using a 15/N (10 mm) size hook.
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  Make a closed ring with a sl st in the first ch.
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  On the first round, crochet a sc by going into the ring. On the second round crochet 2 sc in every sc.
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  Increase every round with 8 evenly spaced sc. The increase can be adjusted with more stitches if required. Change color as you work according to your preference.
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  You create the rug’s color scheme and pattern depending on which fabrics you choose.
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  A pretty crocheted rug works well in most rooms.
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  It looks great in red and pink shades too.
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  A cute shopping bag to take to the market when it’s time to buy your vegetables.


  The cutest bag . . .


  . . . is easy to make with fabric strips. The strips are made from cotton fabric. The bag is created with one large, knitted piece. This is the perfect way to use old materials, such as sheets, curtains, and tablecloths.


  How to make the bag


  You need ½" (1 cm) wide strips. Rip the strips along the grain of the fabric (see page 20 for instructions).


  Cast on around 20 stitches using size 13 (9 mm) needles.


  Knit in garter stitch for about 14 rounds, around 27 ½ " (70 cm), or the size you need. Cast off and secure the strip.


  Crochet an edge using sc and a 15/N (10 mm) hook around the whole piece for one round.


  Fold the piece in half and crochet the long sides together with sc.


  Make the handles


  Crochet a round of sc around the opening, skipping around 8 stitches in the middle on each side.


  In the next round crochet 8 ch instead.


  Round 3 is made with sc.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the fabric, pull through, and secure the strip.
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  When crocheting it looks good to mix dark colors with lighter ones.


  This square rug is gorgeous and works well in any room.


  Crochet a square rug


  This is almost the same, but not quite. The square rug is crocheted using the same fabric and crochet hook, but the shape is different.


  Crochet 52 ch using a size 15/N (10 mm) hook.


  Round 1: Crochet 1 sc in the second ch from the hook, then carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Round 2: Crochet 1 ch and then carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Continue the rest of the rounds by crocheting 1 ch and the rest sc.


  Change color according to your preference.


  Crochet until the work measures around 29 ½" (75 cm) or the length you need.
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  The squares were sewn on bit by bit as we finished them, eventually creating a whole cover for the armchair. The seat cushion was covered separately.


  Granny’s armchair


  We were very excited to carry forth our idea of dressing a whole armchair in granny squares! It turned out really well and looks cozy and eye-catching wherever you put it. Luckily, we have Susanna’s aunt, Margareta, who helped us crochet the squares. We used around 260 of them!


  The armchair is from Ikea and the granny squares were sewn together by hand—piece by piece—to make it a removable cover. You need to improvise and experiment as you move along to make the cover fit perfectly.


  It’s a bit fiddly and tricky but well worth it!


  Crochet the granny squares according the instructions on page 12. We have used Molly yarn and a size 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Crochet as many squares as you need to cover your armchair. We made around 260.


  Each square measures around 4 × 4" (10 x 10 cm) and were finished off with a white round.
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  The armchair creates a strong focal point wherever you place it and is more of a work of art than a chair.


  Floor cushions look good and are practical because they can be used as extra seating when there are more of you. In the TV room or play room, it’s often a popular alternative to the couch.


  Bigger and bigger and . . . . . bigger! . . . . . bigger!
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  The floor cushion is made from two giant crocheted granny squares. The great thing about these squares: the sizing is up to you.


  A fun floor cushion


  The idea to make this floor cushion came about when we made the smaller cushion 15 ¾ × 15 ¾" (40 × 40 cm) from two granny squares. The small one turned out so well, that our imaginations ran wild and we wondered what an enormous granny square would look like as a floor cushion.


  This is often how it is with our ideas and projects; they come to us along the way and we improvise with them. This makes it all the more fun and that’s what we like to inspire in others.


  This is two granny squares that were crocheted using one color per round for 26 rounds. Each square measures around 25 ½ × 25 ½" (65 × 65 cm).


  Crochet the granny squares according to the instructions on page 12. We have used Molly yarn and an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Continue to crochet as many rounds as you need so that the square is the right size in relation to your inner cushion.


  Crochet two identical squares so you have a front and a back piece.


  Sew together three of the sides, right sides together, by hand using overcast stitching, turn the right way round and place the inner cushion inside. Sew the fourth side together.


  If you need to wash the cover you will need to undo one of the sides.


  A knitted shade


  The following projects are lovely and use a coarse, white yarn made from 100% wool, which really adds a cozy factor to the knitting. We started off with a lamp shade from a table lamp. The shade is a standard white one from Ikea, but with a knitted cover it is transformed and becomes far from ordinary.


  Cast on 52 stitches, using size 13 (9 mm) needles.


  Knit in rib stitch, 1 knit and 1 purl, for around 28 rounds.


  Adjust the measurement according the shade you are using.


  Cast off and secure the yarn.


  Sew the piece together to make a ‘tube’ and pull over the shade.
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  No longer an ordinary shade!
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  A large knitted shade


  The same thing happened again . . . the smaller shade gave rise to a larger shade, made using the same technique. We knitted a cover for an Ikea lamp with a white cover, and hung it up from a red fabric lead, resulting in this unique ceiling lamp.


  Cast on 74 stitches, using size 13 (9 mm) needles.


  Knit in rib stitch (1 knit and 1 purl) for around 34 rounds.


  Adjust the measurements according to the size of the shade you are using.


  Cast off and secure the yarn.


  Sew the piece together to make a ‘tube’ and pull over the shade.


  “Crocheting and knitting are addictive!”
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  The living room’s new addition in the form of a knitted lamp gives off a lovely light and looks just as good when switched off.


  Dressed pots


  It was so much fun and inspiring to knit that we made some pots as well. The zinc plant pots of different sizes were dressed with knitted covers. Even if they are slightly conical in shape, you can knit them without adding any stitches because the cover will be elastic enough to just pull over the pot.


  The pot covers are knitted using Lovikka yarn.


  Cast on 58 stitches, using a Lovvika yarn and size 11 (8 mm) needles.


  Knit in rib stitch, 1 knit, 1 purl, for around 19 rounds.


  Adjust the measurements according to the size of the pot.


  Cast off and secure the yarn.


  Sew the piece together to make a ‘tube’ and pull over the pot.
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  Soft and cozy for the plants.


  “Start with something really simple if you haven’t crocheted or knitted before.”
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  Placing things in groups can be very effective; here’s a group of potted plants in different sizes that complement the window sill.


  “Search thrift stores for bargains that you can combine with yarn.”
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  Here you can clearly see how many rounds have been wound. The seat was also covered and the joints were hidden behind the edge around the seat.


  If you don’t want to crochet—wind instead


  This is a project for those who don’t want to, don’t have the energy to, or don’t know how to crochet. You can wind instead. In this instance, we have wound a French plastic stool with an interesting shape. This TamTam stool was designed in 1968 and was perfect for our yarn project.


  Round upon round, we wound the stool with yarn in different bright colors and when it was complete, the stool looked really fun and vibrant.


  To keep the yarn in place and prevent it from sliding all over the place, you should stick double sided carpet tape on the stool. Then wrap round after round, pressing the yarn so it sticks to the tape.


  Change color according to your preferences. We used Raggi yarn.
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  You need a lot of patience to wind this much, but we think the result is worth it. You can also choose something smaller to wind, or use a thicker yarn.


  Snow white mini throw


  This soft little throw can be used on all sorts of occasions and also blends in wherever you put it. You can also use it as a shawl, or even as a baby blanket. It is made using double yarn and the corners have been decorated with tassels.


  Cast on 85 stitches, using size 8 (5 mm) needles and Vinga yarn.


  The throw was made using moss stitch. Moss stitch is made by knitting a purl on a knit and a knit on a purl.


  Knit 1 purl, 1 knit back and forth until the piece measures 29 ½" (75 cm) or the length required.


  Cast off and secure the yarn.


  Sew a small woolen ball in each of the four corners.


  Wool ball


  Wind the yarn over four fingers, the more yarn you use, the thicker that tassel.


  When you have got a lot of yarn, almost a whole ball, pull the yarn off your fingers and tie into a bundle in the middle with a piece of yarn.


  Cut the yarn in both ends.


  Tousle the tassel/ball and if necessary, trim the ends to even them out.
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  The snow white mini throw is very versatile: throw it over the armchair or the couch, use it as a shawl or a baby blanket.


  Door handle covers


  Your neighbors might think you’re strange, but that doesn’t matter; we think the door looks a lot better with a few granny squares, and visitors will have smiles on their faces when they use it. Three squares were sewn together and then the cover was sewn into place using overcast stitching.


  Crochet granny squares according to the instructions on page 12. We used Raggi yarn and an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Adjust the number of squares and size according to the size of the handle.


  We made three squares, each made up of 5 rounds.


  Sew the squares together using overcast stitching lengthwise.


  Sew the cover in place onto the handle.
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  A cute and fun handle. . . . we need to know who lives where!


  “Use your imagination and try and find unusual projects to crochet” (the handle puts a smile on everyone’s faces).


  Crocheted dots


  Adding a personal touch to a purchased present is always a nice touch and will be received with gratitude. Here, a regular white cushion cover was made more colorful and whimsical with some crocheted circles. Mix your favorite colors and create a unique cushion for the couch.


  We used Soft Cotton yarn and a size 3/D (3 mm) hook.


  How to crochet a circle


  Crochet 5 ch and close to make a ring using a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2: Crochet 2 sc into every sc.


  Round 3 and onwards for as many rounds as you need: Increase by 8 sc, evenly distributed across each round.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Crochet the amount of circles you need in different sizes and colors.


  Sew them onto the cushion cover by hand or by using a sewing machine.
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  “Semi store bought”: a purchased cushion cover with colorful crocheted dots decorates the couch. The cushion also makes a great gift. We didn’t make the throw in the background. We bought it . . . at a thrift store of course!
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  The chair with colorful legwarmers makes us think of Pippi Longstocking . . .


  Legwarmers for the chair


  Instead of making traditional leg warmers in this book, we’ve made a pair of nontraditional ones—for four legs. This type of stool can be found in many homes and here is an inspiring way to make it a bit more special. The legs were given legwarmers and the seat a cushion.


  We have used Soft Cotton yarn and a 3/D (3 mm) hook. Crochet 10 ch and close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch. Adjust the number of stitches according the leg length.


  Now crochet 10 sc round by round until the piece measures around 18 ½" (47 cm) adjusting it to the stool's legs.


  Change colors depending on your taste.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Pull the legwarmers onto the legs.


  Sweet seat


  And a cushion in the same colorful shades . . .


  We have used Soft Cotton yarn a 3/D (3 mm) hook. Crochet 5 ch and close to make a ring using a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2: Crochet 2 sc into every sc.


  Round 3 and onwards until the circle has the size you need: Increase by 8 sc evenly distributed on each round. We crocheted around 30 rounds.


  Change colors according to your preference.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Slightly dotty!
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  The seat matches the legs and enhances the whole stool.


  Bolster


  A cylindrical cushion is called a bolster and is a great alternative to regular cushions. Crocheting one is a great craft as well. We crocheted a cylinder and two lids that we sewed together. The filling is taken from Ikea's cheapest pillows, which is better than buying it in the craft store at an expensive price.


  For this bolster we used Molly yarn and an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Cylinder


  Crochet 76 ch and close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Crochet 76 sc round after round until it measures around 20" (50 cm).


  Change color according to your preference.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Lid


  Crochet 5 ch and close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2: Crochet 2 sc in every sc.


  Round 3 and onwards until the lid is the size you need: Increase with 8 sc evenly distributed across each round. Change colors according to your preferences. Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Make a second lid.


  Sew the first lid onto the cylinder using overcast stitches, right sides together.


  Turn the cover the right way round.


  Stuff with filling.


  Sew the second lid onto the cylinder from the right side, using overcast stitching.


  “To keep track of where the round starts when you are crocheting, you can mark the first stitch with a piece of different–colored yarn.”
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  The stripy bolster looks great on the couch as an extra arm rest.
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  The granny square was made with two colors to match the stool. Some rounds were made single and some were doubled up in the same color.


  Hallway stool


  We love stools and have several of them in our home. A stool is a great and useful piece of furniture. A bedside table, extra seating, foot stool, or a side table are a few examples of how they can be used. Thrift stores are great if you want to grab a stool or two at a bargain price.


  This slightly worn stool is a thrift store find and with a granny square on it, this stool can be placed in the hallway and used as a seat when we tie our shoes.


  Crochet the granny square according to the instructions on page 12.


  We used Molly yarn and an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Crochet enough rounds so the square has the right measurement for the stool’s seat.


  When the square is big enough to cover the seat, attach it using a staple gun on the underside of the stool.
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  A cute hallway stool with a granny square.


  Miscellaneous Projects
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  An old flower box made from wood was given wheels and painted white.


  We filled it with colorful balls of yarn that inspire us to crochet!


  Brilliant bottles


  Instead of being recycled, three old glass bottles were given a new spark of life with help from some yarn. Now they stand in the living room, sometimes with a flower in them. It looks especially nice when you have a group of bottles in different shapes and sizes. Keep the bottle in front of you when crocheting to get the size exactly right.


  “Fill a basket or box with lovely balls of yarn and leave it out as decoration.”


  This chapter is a mixed bag; there is something for everyone, regardless of age, knowledge, or experience. We think it’s lots of fun to think of unusual projects using yarn. For example, there’s the crocheted cover for a box of wine that really stands out and the dice that was turned into a pouf, which is equally eye-catching. Presents can easily be personalized by crocheting the ribbon or making a necklace. This chapter is filled with ideas, so be inspired, buy a few balls of yarn, and get going!


  The bottle covers are made using Raggi yarn.


  Crochet around 35 ch, using an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Close to a ring, using a sl st in the first ch.


  Adjust the number of stitches depending on which bottle you are using.


  Crochet 35 sc round after round until the cover is the same length as the bottle.


  Decrease (dec), making sure they are evenly spaced, when the piece has reached the bottle neck and adjust the dec depending on the bottle neck.


  Change colors according to your preference.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure when the cover is the same height as the bottle.
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  Beautiful bottles in the living room rather than in the recycling.


  If you are giving away a bottle of champagne, you can crochet a cover to go with it; it will definitely impress.
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  The pot holder is great to use as a placemat.


  Pot holder – placemat – decoration


  We have been inspired by all of our (hundreds) of pot holders that we have both bought at thrift stores and collected. Of course, we need to include our own design in this book. These are quick and easy to make. Vary the appearance by using different color schemes. They have a variety of uses, such as pot holders, table mats, or just a decorative item.


  We used Soft Cotton yarn and a 3/D (3 mm) hook to make these.


  Crochet 5 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2: Crochet 2 sc in every sc.


  Round 3–16: Increase by 8 sc, evenly spaced on each round.


  Change color according to your preference.


  The border


  Crochet 1 sc, skip a stitch, then crochet 5 double crochet (dc) in the following sc, skip a stitch, crochet 1 sc in the following sc, skip a stitch, crochet 5 dc in the next sc, and repeat to the end of the round.


  Finish off the round with a sl st.


  To make a loop, finish the work by crocheting around 10 ch and a sl st.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.
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  Looks just as good, when they are not being used.
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  Buttons, a shawl, and eyes make this crocheted figure into a Babushka.


  Babushka


  Babushka is the Russian word for grandma or old lady, but it is also the name for the Russian dolls that are stacked inside each other. We love these dolls and wanted to crochet a few and this is the result.


  We used Soft Cotton yarn and a 3/D (3 mm) hook to make these dolls.


  Doll with a yellow shawl


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–8: Increase 4 sc evenly spaced on each round.


  Round 9–27: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 28 (the neck): Dec on all stitches to the end of the round.


  Round 29 (the neck): Increase 1 sc on each stitch to the end of the round.


  Round 30–38: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 39–45: Dec 4 sc evenly spaced on each round.


  Change color according to your taste.


  Stuff the Babushka with filling.


  Finish off with a sl st.


  Cut the yarn, and the rest of the stitches together.
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  The body is crocheted in one entire piece and you decrease the stitches to shape the head.
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  Sew on some buttons and embroider the eyes with a few stitches.


  Yellow shawl


  Crochet 45 ch with an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Round 1: Crochet 1 sc in the second ch from the hook and continue with sc to the end of the round.


  Round 2 and remaining rounds: Dec 1 stitch at the beginning and one at the end of each round. Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Crocheted edge: Crochet 1 sc, crochet 5 dc in the next stitch, 1 sc, 5 dc in the next stitch, 1 sc, and continue in this fashion on two of the shawl’s sides.
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  Finally, we crochet a mini shawl to tie around the old lady’s head.


  Doll with pink shawl


  Crochet 4 ch, close to a ring with one sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–13: Increase 4 sc, evenly distributed on each row.


  Round 14–39: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 40 (the neck): Dec across all stitches to the end of the round.


  Round 41 (the neck): Increase 1 sc on each stitch to the end of the round.


  Round 42–55: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 56–67: Dec 4 sc, evenly distributed across each round.


  Change color according to your taste.


  Stuff the Babushka with filling.


  Finish with a sl st, cut the yarn, and pull together the rest of the stitches.


  Pink shawl


  Crochet 65 ch with hook an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Round 1: Crochet 1 sc in the second ch from the hook and carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Round 2 and remaining rounds: Dec by 1 stitch at the beginning and end of each round. Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Crocheted edge: Crochet 1 sc, crochet 5 dc in the next stitch, 1 sc, 5 dc in the next stitch, 1 sc, and so on two of the shawl’s edges.


  Doll with green shawl


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–4: Increase 4 sc, evenly distributed across each round.


  Round 5–14: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 15 (the neck): Dec across all stitches to the end of the round.


  Round 16 (the neck): Increase 1 sc on each stitch to the end of the round.


  Round 17–23: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 24–26: Dec 4 sc evenly distributed across each round.


  Change color according to your taste.


  Stuff the Babushka with filling.


  Finish off with a sl st.


  Cut the yarn and pull together the rest of the stitches.


  Green Shawl


  Crochet 25 ch using an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Round 1: Crochet 1 sc in the second ch from the hook and carry on to the end of the round.


  Round and remaining rounds: Dec 1 stitch at the start and one at the end of each round, cut the yarn, pull through and secure.


  Crocheted edge: Crochet 1 sc, 5 dc in the next stitch, 1 sc, 5 dc in the next stitch, 1 sc, and so on, on two of the shawl’s sides.


  Doll with orange shawl


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–6: Increase 4 sc, evenly distributed on each round.


  Round 7–21: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 22 (the neck): Dec on all stitches to the end of the round.


  Round 23 (the neck): Increase 1 sc on each stitch to the end of the round.


  Round 24–31: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 32–36: Dec 4 sc evenly distributed across each round.


  Change color according to your tastes.


  Stuff the Babushka with filling.


  Finish off with a sl st.


  Cut the yarn and pull the rest of the stitches together.


  Orange shawl


  Crochet 35 ch, using an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Round 1: Crochet 1 sc in the second ch from the hook and carry on to the end of the round.


  Round 2 and remaining rounds: Dec 1 stitch at the start and one at the end of each round. Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Crocheted edge: Crochet 1 sc, 5 dc in the next stitch, 1 sc, 5 dc in the next stitch, 1 sc, and so on, on two of the shawl’s sides.


  “Colorful = good looking”
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  Our interpretation of crocheted Babushkas looks like this. Cute, aren’t they?


  Pop in your camera or phone


  Crochet something for your iPhone or camera, and you’ll have a personalized cover to protect your stuff. We made our covers in one color, and complemented it with an edge in a contrasting color and some decorative buttons. The cover also makes a great present for someone who already has everything!


  We used a cotton yarn and a 6/G (4 mm) hook.


  iPhone cover


  Crochet 10 ch


  Round 1: Crochet 1 sc in the second ch from the hook and carry on to the end of the round.


  Round 2: Crochet 1 ch and then carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Carry on with 1 ch and then sc in the rest of the rounds.


  Crochet until your piece measures around 11" (28 cm) or the length you require.


  Crochet one round with sc in a contrasting color around the whole piece to give you a border.


  Fold in half, leaving 2 ½" (6 cm) at the top for the lid.


  Crochet the sides together using sc.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through and secure. Sew some buttons on if you wish.


  Button holes


  Skip around 5 stitches (depending on the size of the button) during one round. In the next round make 6 ch and then carry on as normal.


  Camera cover (slightly wider)


  Crochet 12 ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 1 sc in the second ch from the hook and carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Round 2: Crochet 1 ch and then carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Carry on with 1 ch and then sc.


  Crochet until the piece measures around 10" (26 cm) or the length you require.


  Crochet two rounds with sc in a contrasting colors around the whole piece to make a border.


  Fold the piece in half, leaving 2 ½" (6 cm) for the lid.


  Crochet the sides together with sc.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Crochet around 12 ch and secure to make a loop on the lid. Sew a button onto the underside.
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  Beautiful covers for an iPhone and a camera are great crocheting projects to start off with.


  “Dare to use bright colors!”


  Crocheting for wine


  There’s a lack of attractive covers for wine boxes and more often than not, you prefer not to place the boxes out in the open. We’ve solved this problem using yarn, of course. The boxes have been given covers in corresponding colors: the red wine is covered with the pinkish–red one and the white with the yellow and green one. Because the sizes of the boxes vary, you have to make covers that fit your favorites.


  The cover is made using Molly yarn.


  Crochet 65 ch using an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Now crochet 65 sc round upon round for 9 ½" (24 cm) or until it measures the height of the box. Change color according to your taste. Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through, and secure the yarn.


  Make the tap opening


  When the piece measures around 1 ¼" (3 cm) in height: Turn and then crochet back, almost to the end of the round when you have 5 sc remaining on the previous round. Leave these 5 stitches, turn back again and crochet back and forth in this way for four rounds. When you get to the turning point on the fourth round, crochet 6 ch and make the next sc by going into the “hole” on the other side. Carry on crocheting round after round as usual until the piece is the right height. The tap sizes can vary so measure the tap on your specific box.


  The top


  Crochet 10 ch.


  Round 1: crochet 1 sc in the 2nd ch from the hook and carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Round 2: crochet 1 ch and then carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Carry on with 1 ch and then sc for the remaining rounds. Change colors according to your taste. Crochet until the piece measures around 7" (18 cm) or the length of your box.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through, and secure. Sew the top part onto the cover using overcast stitching, right sides together. Pull the cover over the box.


  “Something knitted or crocheted always makes a great gift.”
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  When the boxed wines are hidden under these lovely crocheted covers, we don’t mind having them out.


  Red and pink for the red wine, and yellow and green for the white.


  A cozy mouse


  Next is our animal section. Here are a few adorable animals that you can crochet. The mouse, snake, and teddy, are all colorful, as well as friendly and will all easily be a child’s favorite toy.


  The mouse is made using Soft Cotton yarn and a 3/D (3 mm) hook.


  Crochet 4 ch and make a closed ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 6 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–12: Increase 3 sc, evenly distributed on every second round.


  Round 13–20: Increase 2 sc, evenly distributed on every second round.


  Round 21–34: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 35–40: Dec 4 sc, evenly distributed on every round.


  Stuff the mouse with filling.


  Round 41: Dec 4 sc on the last round. Finish off with a sl st.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and sew together.


  Tail


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 6 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–50: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Finish off with a sl st.


  Change color according to your taste.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and sew the tail on.


  Ears


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch


  Round 1: Crochet 6 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–9: Increase 3 sc, evenly distributed across each round.


  Finish off with a sl st.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and sew on the ears.


  A nice mouse with big ears and a stripy tail is easy to love.
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  Snake


  Funny how a real snake scares so many people, while a crocheted snake just wants to be loved and creates an “I want it” feeling.


  The snake is crocheted using Soft Cotton yarn and a 3/D (3 mm) hook.


  Start off with the snake’s tail


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–4: Increase by 4 sc, evenly distributed on each round.


  Round 5–90: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 91–106: Dec 2 sc, evenly distributed across every second round.


  Stuff with some more filling.


  Finish off with a sl st.


  Change color according to your taste.


  The tongue


  Crochet 7 ch.


  Crochet 6 sc in the ch.


  Finish off with a sl st.


  Sew on the tongue.


  Sew on buttons to make eyes.


  “Take yarn and a crochet hook on a train or plane ride and watch time fly.”
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  This snake is slithering in the jungle and puts smiles on our faces.


  Teddy


  This very adorable teddy bear is easier to crochet than you might think. It is the perfect present for a baptism, a birthday party, or for a newborn baby.


  The teddy is made using Soft Cotton yarn and a 3/D (3 mm) hook.


  The head


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–9: Increase 4 sc, evenly distributed across each round.


  Round 10–15: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 16–23: Dec 4 sc, evenly distributed on each round.


  Stuff with filling.


  Cut the yarn and pull through.


  The body


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–7: Increase by 4 sc, evenly distributed across each round.


  Round 8–32: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 33–38: Dec by 4 sc, evenly distributed across each round.


  Stuff with filling


  Cut the yarn and pull through.


  The arms


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch


  Round 1: Crochet 6 single stitches by going into the ring.


  Round 2: Crochet 2 sc in every sc. You now have 12 sc.


  Round 3–20: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Stuff with filling, cut the yarn, and pull through.


  The legs


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 6 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2: Crochet 2 sc in every sc. You now have 12 sc.


  Round 3–30: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Stuff with filling, cut the yarn, and pull through.


  Ears


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 6 ch by going into the ring.


  Round 2–5: Increase 3 sc, evenly distributed on each round.


  Finish off with a sl st. Cut the yarn and pull through.


  Nose


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 6 ch by going into the ring.


  Round 2–4: Increase 3 sc, evenly distributed across each round.


  Finish off with a sl st. Cut the yarn and pull through.


  Sew all the parts of the teddy together.


  Stuff the nose with a bit of filling and sew on the nose and ears. Embroider the nose and sew buttons on to make eyes.
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  Be inspired by our cute teddy and make your own.
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  Personal and charming packages just waiting to be gifted!


  Professional packages


  It’s actually lots of fun to spend some time and effort making packages look really good. A personal touch makes the recipient feel special.


  Instead of using regular ribbon, you can crochet a piece of string to wrap around the gift, giving it an immediate personal touch, which looks like you have made an effort. This crocheted string has also been given tassels.


  We made the string and tassels from Lovvika yarn. Crochet a number of ch depending on the length you want. Pull the yarn through and cut it. If you like, you can tie a few tassels onto it.


  To make a tassel


  Wrap the yarn over four fingers. The more yarn you use, the thicker your tassel. When you have lots of yarn—almost the size of a ball—pull the yarn off your fingers and tie in the middle with a piece of yarn.


  Cut the yarn on both ends and tousle the ball/tassel. You may need to trim the ends to make it look even.


  The second tassel


  Wrap the yarn over four fingers. The more yarn you use, the thicker your tassel.


  Pull the yarn off the fingers and tie on one end to make a bundle.


  Cut the yarn on the other end.


  “String to wrap packages, wrist warmers, or headbands are great beginner’s projects.”


  Crocheted ring


  Crocheted jewelry? Does it work? Yes, it works really well. We have made some really chic rings for ourselves that quickly became our favorites. The base for the ring can be found in a craft store. Then you crochet a flower and sew it onto the base with a regular button—that’s it!


  The ring is made using Raggi yarn.


  Crochet 5 ch using a 6/G (4 mm) hook, and close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 10 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2: Crochet a sc and then 6 dc in the next sc, 1 sc, 6 dc in the next sc, 1 sc . . . repeat to the end of the round and secure with a sl st.


  The flower should now have 5 petals.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Sew the flower onto the ring with a button.
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  A crocheted ring on your finger looks just as good as a diamond . . .
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  We really like crocheted rings!


  Crocheted necklace


  The next piece we’re making is a necklace made from crocheted balls of varying colors and sizes.


  Crochet a bunch of pretty spheres in your favorite colors, thread them onto a piece of yarn, and you end up with a fun necklace.


  When it’s not adorning your neck, it’s lovely to have hanging out as decoration—on a hook in the hallway, above the mirror in the bedroom, or in the bathroom.


  The necklace is made using Soft Cotton yarn and a 3/D (3 mm) hook.


  Crocheting the small sphere


  Crochet 4 ch, make a closed ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 6 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–3: Increase 3 sc, evenly distributed on each round.


  Round 4: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 5–6: Dec 3 sc evenly distributed on each round. Stuff with filling.


  Round 7: Dec 3 sc on the last round.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  A slightly larger sphere


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 6 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–5: Increase 3 sc, evenly distributed on each round.


  Round 6: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 7–10: Dec 3 sc, evenly distributed on each round.


  Stuff with filling


  Round 11: Dec 3 sc on the last round.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Large sphere


  Crochet 4 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch


  Round 1: Crochet 6 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2–7: Increase 3 sc, evenly distributed on each round.


  Round 8: Crochet sc to the end of the round.


  Round 9–14: Dec 3 sc, evenly distributed on each round.


  Stuff with filling.


  Round 15: Dec 3 sc on the last round.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Thread as many spheres as you want on a piece of yarn of your desired length. Tie two knots by each sphere so that they stay in place.
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  A decorative necklace, wherever you hang it . . .


  Lucky dice


  Inspired by the way the small dice turned out, we crocheted this huge die, which actually ended up bigger than planned, but that doesn’t matter. Soft, cozy, and colorful, it works well as a pouf in the nursery, for example.


  Crochet 42 ch using an 8/H (5 mm) hook. We used Molly yarn.


  Round 1: Crochet 1 sc in the second ch from the hook and continue with sc to the end of the round.


  Round 2: Crochet 1 ch and then carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Carry on with 1 ch and then sc in the remaining rounds.


  Crochet until the piece measures around 14 × 14" (35 × 35 cm) or the length desired length.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, and pull through.


  Now make five more pieces like this. You can vary the colors according to your taste.


  The dots . . .


  . . . are also made using an 8/H (5 mm) hook and Molly yarn.


  Crochet 5 ch, close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.
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  Lovely, big dots make this cube into a dice.


  Round 1: Crochet 8 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2: Crochet 2 sc in every sc.


  Round 3 and remaining rounds: Increase 8 sc, evenly distributed across each round.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Crochet 21 dots and sew them onto the 6 sides of the dice.


  Crochet together 5 of the dice sides using sc in a contrasting color to make a cube.


  Stuff with filling; we usually take the filling from Ikea’s cheapest pillows, which is a low-cost alternative.


  Crochet the sixth and last part on using sc to finish off the cube.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, pull through and secure.
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  A crocheted cube will make a great addition to the nursery.


  Soft, colorful, and comfy to sit on, the edges were crocheted in a contrasting color giving it an interesting detail.


  Bag with crocheted detailing


  There are probably thousands of this type of bag around, since we bought it from a big chain store. However, using rather simple tricks, it can be made to look quite different and will end up the only one of its kind. Four granny squares and four tassels make the difference.


  Crochet 4 granny squares according to the description on page 12.


  We have used Raggi yarn and an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  For this bag, each square was crocheted in three rounds, but adjust it to your bag’s size.


  Sew the squares onto the bags with some threads.


  To make the tassel ball


  Wind the yarn over four fingers—the more yarn, the denser the tassel. When you have got enough yarn, pull it off your fingers and tie in the middle with a piece of yarn.


  Cut the yarn at both ends.


  Tousle the ends; they might need to be trimmed to even them out.


  Tie the tassel or tassels onto the bag wherever you like.


  “We have baskets filled with yarn all over the place in our home.”


  Wind, cut, and tousle . . . then tie on!
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  After a bit of work, we ended up with a cool and unique bag with crocheted detailing.
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  Unique coasters can create a topic of discussion during dinner.


  Great under the glass


  It’s not as common to use coasters these days, but we thought it would be fun to crochet a few. These coasters add something more to the table than just protecting it against marks. They are cute, colorful, and look as lovely as a bunch of flowers.


  The coasters were made using Soft Cotton yarn and an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Crochet 5 ch and close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 12 dc by going into the ring.


  Round 2: Crochet 2 dc in each dc hole.


  Round 3: Crochet 1 sc in the first dc hole, skip a dc hole, crochet 5 dc in the next dc hole, skip a dc hole, crochet a sc in the next dc hole, skip a dc hole, crochet 5 dc in the next dc hole, and repeat to the end of the round and secure with a sl st.


  The flower should now have 6 petals.


  Change colors according to your preferences.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure the yarn.


  Granny’s towel


  We usually say that the granny square can be used almost everywhere and here is yet another example of this. Sew a border made from squares onto a towel and hang it up in the guest washroom as an inspiring interior piece.


  Crochet granny squares according to the instructions on page 12.


  We used Soft Cotton yarn and a size 6/G (4 mm) hook.


  Crochet enough squares to border the short side of the towel.


  Sew the squares together with overcast stitching to make a border.


  Sew the border onto the towel using thread.
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  The border was sewn onto a towel from Ikea using thread.


  It made a great towel to hang up in the bathroom or guest washroom.


  Think about everything that a granny square can do. . . .


  A handy case


  It’s fun to make things that are really useful. A laptop needs a cover, so it was obvious that we would crochet one. This version is the easiest because it is one piece that folds three times—a bit like an envelope. Add some big colorful buttons and loops, and it’s complete.
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  The measurements can be adjusted according to the size of your laptop, making the piece tailor-made.
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  Bright colors and a funky button give it the finishing touch!


  Crochet 30 ch, using an 8/H (5 mm) hook. We used Molly yarn.


  Round 1: Crochet 1 sc in the second ch from the hook and carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Round 2: Crochet 1 ch and then carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Continue the rounds with 1 ch and then sc.


  Change color according to your taste.


  Crochet until the piece measures around 22" (55 cm) or the desired length.


  Crochet the 8th round with sc around the whole piece so you get an edge.


  Fold the piece in half, leaving around 4" (10 cm) at the top for the lid. Adjust the measurements according to the laptop size.


  Crochet the sides together with sc.


  Finish off with a sl st, cut the yarn, and pull through.


  Make two loops by crocheting around 15 ch twice and sewing them onto the lid.


  Sew two buttons onto the front.
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  A nice carrying case for your laptop.


  Clothes


  Shawls, scarves, hats, and gloves are obvious items to knit and crochet because the variations are endless, and once you have started, it’s hard to stop. The following items should inspire you to get going with your creations. We also like adding something crocheted to previously purchased items, like a pair of jeans. Quite simply it makes them look a bit more interesting with a few granny squares. We also decided to make a whole piece of clothing, which resulted in a cardigan—made from granny squares, of course.


  Our favorite shawl


  A few hours to pass on a plane bound for India . . . that’s how this lovely shawl came to be. We used a thin yarn that didn’t take up too much space in the luggage. This was the perfect project to keep us busy. Back home in the cold, the shawl was ready to be used.


  Crochet 165 ch using a size 10/J (6 mm) hook and Vinga yarn.


  “Susanna crocheted the shawl when flying to India.”


  Round 1: Crochet 2 hdc in the second ch from the hook, crochet a ch, skip a stitch, crochet 2 hdc, crochet a ch, skip a stitch, crochet 2 hdc, and carry on to the end of the round.


  Round 2–82: Crochet 2 hdc in the first ch, crochet a ch, crochet 2 hdc in the next ch, crochet a ch, crochet 2 hdc in the next ch, crochet a ch, and carry on to the end of the round.


  Always start the round with 2 hdc and always finish off with 2 hdc. This way you make less stitches and create a triangular shawl.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure the yarn.


  [image: images]


  Vivid colors and soft yarn to wrap around you. This shawl is crocheted using half double crochets.


  [image: images]


  A happy girl in a cheery hat.


  A flowery hat


  Crocheted hats can have very different appearances, depending on yarn, color, decorations, and style. We have made hats for our nearest and dearest and they have always been much appreciated. Crocheted hats are actually quite trendy! This is a stripy hat decorated with a flower that makes you happy.


  The hat is made using Molly yarn.


  Crochet 66 ch using an 8/H (5 mm) hook. Close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Crochet 66 sc for around 7" (17 cm) or the length you need.


  Change colors according to your preference.


  Reductions (red)


  Round 1: Crochet 9 sc, 1 red, 9 sc, 1 red, to the end of the round.


  Round 2: Crochet 8 sc, 1 red, 8 sc, 1 red, to the end of the round.


  Round 3: Crochet 7 sc, 1 red, 7 sc, 1 red, to the end of the round.


  Round 4: Crochet 2 sc, 1 red, 2 sc, 1 red, carry on to the end of the round.


  Round 5: Crochet 2 sc, 1 red, 2 sc, 1 red, carry on the end of the round.


  Round 6: Crochet 1 sc, 1 red, 1 sc, 1 red, carry on to the end of the round.


  Round 7: Crochet 1 sc, 1 red, 1 sc, 1 red, carry on to the end of the round.


  Round 8: Finish off the round by making reductions on the rest of the stitches. Cut the yarn and pull through the remaining stitches.


  Secure the yarn.


  The flower


  Crochet 5 ch using an 8/H (5 mm) hook using Molly yarn, close to a ring with a sl st in the first ch.


  Round 1: Crochet 10 sc by going into the ring.


  Round 2: Crochet a sc and then 6 dc in the next sc, 1 sc, 6 dc in the next sc, 1 sc . . . repeat to the end of the round and secure with a sl st.


  The flower now has 5 petals.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Sew the flower on to the hat.


  Yet another hat


  Here is a hat where we have mixed knitting and crocheting. The hat is knitted using moss stitch, while the edge is crocheted. The top is tied together with help from a braid made of yarn in matching colors.


  [image: images]


  Knitted, crocheted, and braided, all in the same hat. Note that the shawl is purchased.


  Cast on 25 stitches, using Molly yarn and size 9 (5.5 mm) needles.


  Knit in moss stitch, 1 knit, 1 purl, back and forth for 80 rounds. We made 8 stripes with 10 rounds in each stripe.


  Moss stitch is made by knitting a purl stitch on a knit, and a knit stitch on a purl.


  Cast off and secure the yarn. Sew the piece together to make a “tube.”


  Crochet sc for 5 rounds using an 8/H (5 mm) hook to make an edge around one of the openings. Make a braid from yarn.


  “Sew” the top to the braid by threading it back and forth between the stitches and tying the top with the braid.


  “Sania crocheted a hat on a flight to France.”


  [image: images]


  The braid is decorative and matches the hat. Thread the braid through the mitten’s stitches and tie together.


  Matching mittens


  It’s great to match hats and mittens so you can tell that they are part of a pair. These mittens and the hat on the previous page are linked by yarn, colors, and braids. Mittens can also be crocheted in one style that can be varied through color and decorations. This is our basic mitten pattern.


  These mittens were made using Molly yarn. Crochet 28 ch using hook an 8/H (5 mm) hook. Close to make a ring with a sl st in the first ch. Crochet 28 sc for 6" (15 cm) or the length you need. Change color depending on your taste.


  Making the thumb opening:


  Crochet 6 ch, skip 5 sc and carry on crocheting in the 6th sc, continue to the end of the round by going into the ch, until you have 28 sc. When the piece measures 3" (8cm) from the thumb hole or a total of 9" (23 cm) you can start making the dec as follows:


  Left mitten


  Place the mitt with the opening on the left side and crochet as following:


  Round 1: crochet 1 sc, 1 dec, crochet 8 sc, 1 dec, crochet 2 sc, 1 dec, crochet 8 sc, 1 dec, crochet 1 sc (you should now have 24 stitches).


  Round 2: crochet 1 sc, 1 dec, 6 sc, 1 dec, 2 sc, 1 dec, 6 sc, 1 dec, 1 sc (you should now have 20 stitches).


  Round 3: crochet 1 sc, 1 dec, 4 sc, 1 dec, 2 sc, 1 dec, 4 sc, 1 dec, 1 sc (you should now have 16 stitches).


  Round 4: crochet 1 sc, 1 dec, 2 sc, 1 dec, 2 sc, 1 dec, 2 sc, 1 dc, 1 sc (you should now have 12 stitches).


  Round 5: crochet 1 sc, 2 dec, 2 sc, 2 dec, 1 sc (you should now have 8 stitches).


  Round 6: crochet 4 dec. Curt the yarn and pull the rest of the stitches together.


  Right mitten


  Place the right mitten with the opening on the right, then follow the decrease pattern in the same way as the left mitten.


  The thumb


  Crochet the thumb with 12 sc that you pick up around the opening. Crochet 12 sc round and round for around 1 ¾" (4 ½ cm).


  Decrease as follows:


  Crochet 1 dec, 1 sc, 1 dec, 1 sc, until you have 3 stitches remaining. Cut the yarn and pull the rest of the stitches together. Secure any loose bits of yarn.


  Crochet friendly mittens


  Make the number of chain stitches you need and crochet a few rounds.


  Test it on your wrist and then crochet to the length you need.


  The opening for the thumb should be 1/6 of the number of stitches you are crocheting. The decreases are made with 4 stitches in each round, using the description above. You can now easily crochet mittens with the yarn and hook that you have at hand.


  When the mittens are ready you can choose if and how they are to be decorated.


  Some advice worth repeating:


  “A simple way to count the rounds when crocheting is to put down a matchstick for each round.”
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  The hat is easy to match and looks good with most things.


  Simple but effective decoration is achieved by using different colored stitching.


  More hats


  Here is another type of hat that is crocheted in the same way as the hat with the flower. The difference is that this one is plain white and has been decorated with straight seams in different colors.


  Crochet the hat according to the description for the Flower hat on page 78.


  Decorate by embroidering around the hat using straight stitches and Molly yarn, in a variety of colors.


  “Shawls, hats, and scarves are some things you can’t have too many of . . .”


  Malte’s hat


  Malte’s hat is a knitted version that is really quick to make. It is knitted in knit stitch throughout and then sewn together and secured at the top. This is the type of hat you can make for the whole family and everyone can get one in their color choice.


  Cast on 34 stitches, using size 9 (5.5 mm) needles and Molly yarn. Knit in knit stitch for 94 rounds or the length required so it fits the head.


  Change colors according to your preference.


  Cast off and secure the yarn.


  Sew the short sides together to make a “tube.”


  Sew together the top part.


  “. . . because winters are long and it’s great to have some variety.”
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  A quick knit!


  Headband


  The headband is a quicker version of the hat and great to use when there is a chill in the air. When out jogging, the headband is perfect and just warm enough. The headband can be varied with different colors, stitches, decorations, or stripes. We chose to make a nice, plain white headband, which looks great with the patterned sweater (which we didn’t make but rather bought at a thrift store).


  The headband was made using Molly yarn.


  Crochet 66 ch using an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Close to make a ring with a sl st) in the first ch.


  Crochet 66 sc for 3" (8 cm), around 12 rounds, or the length you need.


  Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.
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  A headband in one color looks great with the patterned sweater from a thrift store.


  [image: images]


  The headband is made from around 12 rounds of crocheting and is the perfect project for a novice.


  Long granny square scarf


  So the time has come for granny squares, yet again. This time, in the shape of a scarf. We crocheted 14 squares in a variety of color combinations. The last two rounds on each square were made with a natural white yarn. The squares were sewn together, one after the other, to make a long and magnificent scarf and on the ends we tied long fringes—just how a scarf should look.


  The scarf was made from Raggi yarn and an 8/H (5 mm) hook.


  Crochet the granny squares according to the instructions on page 12.


  These squares were made from 7 rounds in each square and the last two rounds were crocheted using a white yarn.


  Sew or crochet the squares together to make a scarf and cut some fringes to tie on.
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  A granny square is a perfect square to start off with, but after some use, the scarf will stretch and the squares become more rectangular.


  [image: images]


  Hanna loves the long and colorful scarf.


  [image: images]


  Pretty colors with a brown base were the choices for this scarf.


  More granny squares


  Here’s an example of how scarves can vary in design, even if they’re all made with granny squares. The squares were made slightly smaller and were sewn together in rows of two. All the squares were finished off with brown yarn. The possibilities really are endless when it comes to granny squares.


  The scarf is made using Vinga yarn and an 8/H (5 mm) hook. Crochet granny squares according to the instructions on page 12. These squares were made from 6 rounds in each one and the last round was made using a brown yarn. Sew or crochet the squares together to make a scarf.


  Cut some yarn and tie on to make fringes.


  A circle scarf


  Or whatever you call it—a scarf that doesn’t have an end, but is sewn together into a ring that you wind around your neck a few times instead. Very trendy, and can be found in lots of fashion stores. Make your own and you get to choose the color, design, and size.


  We used Raggi yarn.


  Cast on 68 stitches, using size 8 (5 mm) needles.


  Knit in rib stitch, 4 knit and 4 purl, for around 51" (130 cm) or the length you need.


  Cast off and secure the yarn.


  Sew the ends together.
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  A warm, comfy, and practical scarf knitted with a multicolored yarn, which means you don’t have to change colors.


  Granny’s cardigan


  This cardigan is made from 120 granny squares and has been totally improvised. We knew we wanted to make something from granny squares, but did not know how to go about it. We chose the yarn, the colors, and decided on the size of the squares, and then Sania’s mother-in-law, Stina, who is a real angel, crocheted all 120 squares. The squares were sewn in 5 parts, the back, the two sleeves, and two front pieces, which were then sewn into a cardigan. We crocheted an edge along the bottom and around the sleeves and made a belt to match.


  We used Lady yarn and a 6/G (4 mm) hook.


  Crochet the granny squares according to the instructions on page 12.


  These squares were made with 4 rounds each and the last two rounds were made using a beige yarn.


  Crochet around 120 squares or the number you desire.


  Sew the squares into 5 parts; one back, two sleeves, and two front pieces.


  Sew the parts together to make a cardigan.


  Crochet sc for 6 rounds to make an edge at the bottom.


  Finishing the edge:


  Crochet one sc, skip a stitch, crochet 6 dc in the next sc, skip a stitch, 1 sc, skip a stitch, 6 dc in the following sc, and repeat to the end of the round.
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  You can clearly see that the cardigan is made from five parts: the back, two sleeves, and two front pieces, that have been sewn together to make a cardigan.


  Finish off the round with a sl st. Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.


  Finish the arms with the same edging, but only crochet one round of sc.


  The belt


  Crochet ch until the piece measures 59" (150 cm).


  Round 1: Crochet 1 sc in the second ch from the crochet hook and carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Round 2: Crochet 1 ch and then carry on with sc to the end of the round.


  Round 3: Crochet 1 sc, skip a stitch, crochet 6 dc in the following sc, skip a stitch, 1 sc, skip a stitch, 6 dc in the following sc, and then repeat to the end.


  Finish off with a sl st. Cut the yarn, pull through, and secure.
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  The belt adds a decorative touch and holds the cardigan together so you don’t need any buttons.
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  The crocheted edge at the bottom makes the cardigan look tailored and gives it a nice finishing touch.
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  A comfy granny cardigan that was created by improvising, which is lots of fun.
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  Knit wrist warmers in all your favorite colors. They are comfy and look good when you match them with outfits.


  [image: images]


  These are made using knit stitch, sewn together like two cylinders and decorated with buttons.


  Extra warmth


  Having something extra warm around your wrists will increase the heat in your whole body. We are talking about wrist warmers of course.


  We knitted a pair of wrist warmers that made a great accessory.


  Cast on 30 stitches, using size 8 (5 mm) needles and Raggi yarn. Knit in knit stitch for 52 rounds.


  Cast off and secure the yarn.


  Sew the long sides together.


  Sew on the amount of decorative buttons you want.


  Warm, cozy. . . . . .and looks great!


  New pockets


  Old jeans were given a makeover with some extra pockets made from granny squares. In the store they would be called “Jeans with crocheted detailing.”


  We have used a thin cotton yarn and a 6/G (4 mm) hook.


  Crochet the granny squares according to the instructions on page 12.


  Sew them onto the jeans.
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  Small, pretty splashes of color liven up these jeans that we found at the back of the closet.


  For the pockets


  This was a pair of new pants that were given tiny granny squares on the pocket flaps, which is a detail that has given us many positive compliments.


  We have used a thin cotton yarn and a 6/G (4 mm) hook.


  Crochet the granny squares according to the instructions on page 12.


  Sew them onto the flaps on the pockets.
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  Stylish pants with cute detailing.


  This is our last project this time around. We started the book with a huge granny square and are finishing it off with a tiny granny square. Just perfect!


  The various stitches used:
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  Chain stitch is shortened ch


  Make a loop with the yarn. Put the crochet hook into the loop and pull the yarn through to make a stitch, keeping it on the hook. Repeat until you have the required number of chain stitches.
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  Single crochet is shortened sc


  Start with 1 stitch on the crochet hook.


  Put the hook through a stitch and pull the yarn through = 2 stitches on the hook, then pull the yarn through both.
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  Half double crochet is shortened hdc


  Start with 1 stitch on the crochet hook.


  Wrap the yarn around the hook and put the hook into a stitch and pull the yarn through = 3 stitches on the hook. Pull the yarn through these 3 stitches at the same time.
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  Decrease is shortened dec


  Start with 1 stitch on the crochet hook and put the hook through 2 stitches on the previous round = 3 stitches on the hook, pull the yarn though these 3 stitches at the same time.
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  Slip stitch is shortened sl st


  Start with 1 stitch on the hook.


  Put the hook in a stitch and pull the yarn through and straight through the stitch on the hook.
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  Increasing


  Crochet 2 stitches in the same stitch.
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  Double crochet part 1


  Start with 1 stitch on the crochet hook.


  Wrap the yarn around the hook, put the hook in a stitch and pull the yarn through = 3 stitches on the hook.
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  Double crochet part 2


  Pull the yarn through the first 2 stitches = 2 stitches left, then pull the yarn through these 2 stitches.
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  Casting on


  The yarn from the ball is placed in front and around the left index finger and between the index and middle finger.


  [image: images]


  Place the end of the yarn behind and around the thumb and hold the yarn pieces with the rest of the fingers against the palm of the hand.
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  Place the needle from behind through the loop on the thumb and around the yarn from the index finger. Pull the yarn through the loop on the thumb to make a stitch, drop the loop on the thumb, pull, and repeat.


  Casting off


  Knit two stitches, put the left needle into the first stitch from left to right, and pull this stitch over the second one = 1 stitch left on the needle, knit a new stitch and repeat.
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  Knit stitch
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  Hold the needle with the cast on stitches in your left hand and place the yarn around the left index finger. Put the right needle into the first stitch from the back and from the right to the left of the yarn from the ball. Pull the yarn through the stitch on the needle. Drop the stitch from the left needle and repeat.


  Purl stitch


  Hold the needle with the cast on stitches in your left hand. Hold the yarn in front of the needle, around the left index finger. Put the right needle from the front into the first stitch and behind the yarn, then pull the needle from right to the left of the yarn and pull it backwards through the stitch. Drop the stitch from the left needle and repeat.
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