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Bow Make-Up Purse

BY MARION ELLIOT
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You Will Need:

Fabric for bag, lining and bow:

One piece 35cm x 35cm (137⁄8in x 137⁄8in), One piece 35cm x 35cm (137⁄8in x 137⁄8in), Two pieces 11cm x 40cm (43⁄8in x 151⁄2in), Amy Butler Soul Blossoms Laurel Dots Periwinkle, Laurel Dots Cherry and Laurel Dots Cilantro.

Blue sewing thread, Gutermann colour 825

Medium fusible interlining

1. Using the pattern, cut a purse front and back from periwinkle fabric and two linings from cherry fabric. Iron the interlining to the reverse of the front and back.

2. Take the cilantro fabric strips, and press under and machine hem the long sides. Machine one end of each tie to the sides of the purse front. Hem the free ends. Stitch along the middle of each tie for 11cm (43⁄8in) from the side of the purse front. Tie the ends in a bow.

3. Pin the top of the purse front, face down, to the upper edge of the zip, lining up the raw edge with the top of the zip. Tack (baste) in place. Pin the top of the purse back to the lower edge of the zip as before and tack (baste).

4. Machine stitch the zip in place; remove the tacking (basting). Place the purse right side up. Attach the zipper foot. Open the zip halfway, then stitch along both sides of the zip, close to the turned edge.

5. Pin the purse front and back together, with right sides facing, pinning a ribbon loop between the side seams, pointing in. Machine stitch leaving the top edge open. Press open seams.

6. Press corners flat, aligning base and side seams. Measure in 2cm (3⁄4in) at either side and stitch vertically across the corners; trim.Turn through. Repeat to make lining. Insert lining into the purse and slip stitch in place just below zip.

 

Fun Apron

BY HANNAH KELLY

[image: ]

You Will Need:

Fabric for apron:

One piece 100cm x 60cm (40in x 24in), LoulouThi Laminated Summer Totem Tart

Fabric for pocket and ties:

One piece 20cm x 20cm (77⁄8in x 77⁄8in)

Three pieces 50cm x 4cm (20in x 11⁄2in), LoulouThi

Laminated Stockings Twist

Black sewing thread, Gutermann colour 190

1. Cut the arm shapes from the floral fabric leaving a 20cm (77⁄8in) width across the top of the fabric and 25cm (97⁄8in) in length from the top. Machine stitch with an overlock stitch all around the edge of the apron.

2. Take the fabric strips and fold each in half with right sides facing; sew along one end and the long edge to leave one end open. Turn right side out. Fold in the edges of the open ends and hand stitch closed.

3. Sew the two waist ties and the necktie in place at the edges of the apron. Adjust the length of the necktie for personal preference.

4. Fold the edges of the pocket in by 1cm (3⁄8in). Sew along the top edge of the pocket, and then sew the prepared pocket onto the apron in your preferred position.

5. Make sure you leave the pocket top open and be sure to catch the folded edges of the pocket with your stitches.

 

Coffee Pot Cosy

BY CHARLOTTE ADDISON
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You Will Need:

Fabric for cosy:

One piece 114cm x 50cm (451⁄2in x 20in) ,Free Spirit Designer Solids Red

Fabric for lining and appliqué

One piece 114cm x 50cm (451⁄2in x 20in), Tanya Whelan Delilah Dots Blue

Red ribbon

Medium sew-in interlinining

Fusible webbing

White sewing thread, Gutermann colour 800

1. Enlarge the coffee pot cosy template and cut out two of each (a front and a back) from the cosy fabric, the lining fabric and the interlining. Trace the heart template four times onto fusible webbing and roughly cut out the heart shapes. Iron onto the appliqué fabric and cut out neatly. Remove the backing paper from the motifs and position them, glue side down, onto the cosy front and back, placing one above the other centrally.

2. Place the cosy front and back together with right sides facing and pin. Take 5cm (2in) of ribbon, fold in half and place in between the fabric at the centre top, loop facing inwards. Re-pin. Machine stitch with a 6mm (1⁄4in) seam allowance. Turn right side out and press.

3. Place two lining pieces together, right sides facing, and place between the two interlinings.

4 Sew around the edge leaving the bottom open. Put the cosy inside the lining, right sides facing, and align raw edges. Pin, then stitch around the bottom edge leaving a 7.5cm (3in gap). Turn right side out and press.

5. Fold in the edges of the turning gap and pin. Topstitch around the bottom of the cosy about 1.3cm (1⁄2in) from the edge. Press.

 

Fabric Bookmark

BY HANNAH KELLY
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You Will Need:

Fabric for bookmark:One piece 20cm x 10cm (77⁄8in x 37⁄8in, Amy Butler Love Memeno Burgundy

Black sewing thread , Gutermann colour 190

Thick white card

1. Cut out a rectangular piece of thick white card to measure 16cm x 4cm (63⁄8in x 11⁄2in).

2. With the fabric laid out right side up on your work surface, place the cardboard on top of the left edge of the fabric leaving a 1cm (3⁄8in) edge. Fold the rest of the fabric over the card, pulling it tight. (The pattern on the fabric should be on the inside now.)

3. Sew along the outer edges of the fabric, as close to the card edge as possible, ensuring the material is pulled tight along the folded side. Leave one end open at the top. Cut off any excess material along the edges.

4. Remove the piece of card and turn the fabric inside out so that the pattern is now right side out. Push the card back inside.

5. Fold the open edges neatly and hand sew the final edge. Using a zigzag stitch, machine stitch about 6mm (1⁄4in) from the edge of the bookmark all the way around.

 

Rolles Felt Rose Corsage

BY JANE MILLARD
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You Will Need:

Pink and green felt

Light green sewing thread ,Gutermann colour 153

Brooch back

1. Cut a 15cm (6in) diameter pink felt circle and cut into a spiral.

2. Roll up the spiral from the outside edge to form the flower; keep the centre tight and loosen near the end to create a rose. Stitch the end to secure beneath the flower.

3. Cut two leaves and backstitch around the edges and through the centre with light green sewing thread for the veins.

4. Secure the leaves under the flower with a few neat stitches.

5. Cut a small circle of pink felt to cover the raw edges at the back of the flower and stitch in place. Stitch the finished rose onto the brooch back.

 

Elephant Toy

BY DENISE MUTTON
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You Will Need:

Fabric for elephant body and ears/tail, Tanya Whelan Delilah Amelie Pink and Tanya Whelan Delilah Dots Red

Toy filling

Medium iron-on interlining

Two small buttons

1. Trace off the patterns and use to cut out 2 x A (body), 2 x B (head and trunk), 2 x C (legs) from one fabric, and 4 x D (ear) and 1 x E (tail) from a contrasting fabric. Fold your fabrics in half before pinning patterns in place and cutting out (to ensure pattern pieces are reversed as necessary).

2. When sewing your fabric pieces together, always have the right sides of the fabric facing. Before turning sewn fabric pieces through to the right side, snip curved seams close to the stitching line taking care not to cut through the sewn stitches.

3. Turn a narrow hem on the long ends of the tail, fold wrong sides facing to bring the hemmed edges together and sew. Knot one end.

4. Using D, cut two ears from interlining. Place two patterned fabric ear pieces together, right sides facing and sandwich an interlining in between. Sew around the curved edges only; turn through and press. Pin an ear to each body piece, aligning raw edges and sew in place.

5. Tack (baste) the legs to the body and sew. Now sew the leg sections together along the straight edge.

6. Sew the head/trunk sections to the body, taking care to keep the legs out of the way. Pin the tail in place facing inwards, and sew the sides together stitching only up to where the legs are sewn – leave a gap for stuffing. Turn right side out, firmly stuff and ladder stitch to close gap. Sew on button eyes.

 

Children’s Laundry Bag

BY LISA FORDHAM
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You Will Need:

Fabric for bag:

One piece 60cm x 45cm (24in x 18in), Tanya Whelan Delilah Paisley Blue

Mother-of-pearl buttons

1.5m (13⁄4yd) cord

Pink felt

Stranded cotton (floss) or yarn

1. Fold the fabric in half widthways, right sides facing; pin. Sew the sides together.

2. Make a channel at the top of the bag for the drawstring. Fold over the edge by 1cm (3⁄8in), press, then fold over again by 4cm (11⁄2in). Pin, tack (baste), press. Stitch along the bottom edge of the folded fabric only, ensuring the channel is large enough to thread your cord through and leaving a 2cm (3⁄4in) gap.

3. Turn the laundry bag right side out and thread the cord through the gap in the stitched channel.

4. Cut a simple shaped name label out of pink felt (approximately 15cm/6in or longer if necessary). Use tailor’s chalk to sketch out the child’s name then hand embroider over your outline using a decorative stitch of your choice (chain stitch for example) in stranded cotton or yarn as you prefer.

5. Pin the name label to the bag front and sew in place using a simple running stitch. Cut a wiggly line from the felt long enough to reach from the name label to the top of the bag. Pin and stitch through the centre of the shape. Add buttons to the name label for decoration.

 

Cute Fabric Cupcakes

BY DEBBIE PYNE

[image: ]

You Will Need:

Scraps of fabric for cupcakes, Dena Fishbein Kumari Garden Sashi Pink, Jeevan Blue and Chandra Red

Two sheets of white felt

Pink sewing thread , Gutermann colour 321

Pastel seed beads

Coloured buttons, Zippity Do-Dah

Silk ribbons

Wadding (batting)

1. Using the templates cut out six cupcake cases from patterned fabric and six icing pieces from white felt. Stitch a button onto the right side of each piece of felt icing.

2. Using running stitch and pink sewing thread, hand stitch a felt icing piece onto each cupcake case, stitching along the bottom edge of the icing only and threading a seed bead onto the thread on every other stitch.

3. Place the cupcake cases together with right sides facing. To join the cupcakes into a string for hanging, place a length of silk ribbon at the middle of the bottom edge. Machine stitch together with a narrow seam allowance, from just beneath the icing piece around the sides and bottom edge, stopping when you meet the icing again at the other side. Turn right sides out.

4. Continue to hand stitch the icing together as in step 2, remembering to sew in a ribbon piece at the top for connecting to the next cupcake in the string, and stuffing with a little wadding before completely sewing up the icing.

 

Suffolk Puff Necklace

BY DOROTHY WOOD
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You Will Need:

Fat quarter fabric pack, Dena Designs Kumari Garden

Pink and baby blue felt

50cm (20in) silver chain

Silver jump rings

Silver clasp

Mother-of-pearl buttons

1. Draw three circles onto the reverse side of the fabric twice the size you need for each puff – 8cm (31⁄2in) diameter is a good size. Cut out along the lines.

2. Tie a knot on the end of a length of sewing thread. Stitch around the edge of a fabric circle using a small running stitch. Pull the thread to gather the fabric to create a puff and sew in the ends to secure.

3. Draw a 2cm (3⁄4in) diameter circle onto the pink and blue felt.

4. Cut just inside the line using ordinary scissors for one circle; cut the other circle out just outside the line with pinking shears.

5. Layer the felt onto the gathered side of the puff and sew a small button in place. Repeat to make two more embellished puffs.

6. Stitch the puffs onto a 50cm (20in) length of chain. Stitch with the chain going across above the middle so that the puffs hang flat and don’t fall forward. Use a jump ring to attach the fastening to one end of the chain and add a jump ring at the other end to finish.

 

Cat Pincushion Bracelet

BY ZOE LARKINS
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You Will Need:

Scraps of fabric for pincushion,Tanya Whelan Delilah Paisley Blue

Pink, sandstone and white felt

Two large mother-of-pearl buttons

White and black sewing thread

Thick elastic cord

Beads

Toy filling

1. Using the template, cut out two cat head shapes from the patterned fabric. Use the felt to make a face on one of the head shapes: cut two circles of white felt for the cheeks, a little pink heart for the nose, and a sandstone triangle for the forehead/bridge of the nose.

2. Use white thread and slip stitch to sew on the felt face.

3. Sew on the two large mother-of-pearl buttons with black thread for the cat’s eyes.

4. Pin the two head shapes together, with right sides facing. Machine stitch all the way around the edge with a 6mm (1⁄4in) seam allowance, leaving a small gap at the bottom for turning. Stuff the head and neatly stitch the gap close

5. Cut a piece of elastic to fit your wrist, and thread beads on to make a bracelet. Stitch the bracelet onto the back of the head. Wear your pincushion bracelet as you sew, sticking your pins into your cat’s cheeks to look like whiskers!

 

Egg Cosies

BY MARION ELLIOT
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You Will Need:

Small pieces of fabric, Tilda Christmas House Grandma Rose Red, Christmas House Big Spot Pink, Christmas House Big Spot Red and Tammie Pink

Fusible webbing

Small pieces of narrow ribbon

White sewing thread, Gutermann colour 800

1. Trace and transfer the egg cosy template to your chosen fabrics and cut out to make front, back and linings. Cut a contrasting panel for the front. Machine stitch the contrasting panel and ribbon trim to the egg cosy front.

2. Place the front and back, right sides up, onto the glue side of the fusible webbing and cut out roughly. Place a clean cloth over and press to attach the webbing. Trim neatly.

3. Pin the cosy front and back together, right sides facing. Insert and pin a loop of ribbon between the top seams, facing inwards.

4. Machine stitch together, using a 1cm (3⁄8in) seam allowance. Trim the seams and turn through the cosy to the right side. Pin the lining front and back together and machine stitch around the sides using a 1cm (3⁄8in) seam allowance. Trim seams. Leave the lining inside out.

5. Pull the lining over the cosy, then pin the lower edges together, matching raw edges. Machine stitch around the lower edge, leaving an gap to turn the cosy through. Turn through, then slip stitch the opening closed, using small, neat stitches.

 

Retro Pinny

BY ROWENA LANE
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You Will Need:

Fat quarter fabric pack, Amy Butler Soul Blossoms

Blue sewing thread, Gutermann colour 827

1. Cut out a rectangle 51cm x 56cm (203∕8in x 223⁄8in) from one of the fat quarters. Choosing a contrast fabric, cut out a 17cm (65⁄8in) square for the pocket.

2. Hem the pocket piece on each side with a double hem: fold over by 1cm (3⁄8in), press, fold over by 1cm (3⁄8in) and press again. Topstitch the pocket onto the apron body 12cm (43⁄4in) from the top edge and 9cm (31⁄2in) in from the side.

3. Hem the apron body on each side with a double hem, using a 1.5cm (5∕8in) turnover this time. Make a row of running stitches to gather in 2cm (3⁄4in) down from top edge. Draw up thread to gather waist to 36cm (141⁄4in).

4. Cut two contrast fabric ties 10cm (37⁄8in) by the length of the longest edge of the fat quarter. Cut the waistband strip 10cm x 37cm (37⁄8in x 145⁄8in). Join the strips, with the waist strip in the centre. Press seams open. Turn over a 1.5cm (5⁄8in) hem all round and press.

5. To attach the waistband unfold the top fold line and place right side down on the right side of the top edge of the apron body; pin.

6. Sew along the gathering line. Fold the strip back over. Turn in the ends of each tie and topstitch the folded fabric on the open edges of both ties. Slip stitch the waistband section to the wrong side of the apron.

7. Turn up the hem at the bottom edge of the apron as required and hem stitch in place.

 

Table Runner

BY LISA FORDHAM
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You Will Need:

Fabric for runner back, front and ends:

One piece 38cm x 95cm (15in x 371⁄4in)

Two pieces 10cm x 95cm (37⁄8in x 371⁄4in)

Two pieces 25cm x 85cm (97⁄8in x 333⁄8in), Tanya Whelan Delilah Dots Blue

Fabric for runner front panel:

One piece 18cm x 95cm (15in x 371⁄4in), Tanya Whelan Delilah Dots Blue

Purple cotton lace and narrow satin ribbon

Four large white buttons

1. To make the front, lay the blue buds strip between the 10cm (37⁄8in) wide strips of blue dots; pin and tack (baste). Lay the lace over the top where the strips join and machine stitch together on both sides.

2. Fold over the long edges of the pieced front and the 38cm (15in) wide blue dots back piece. Place the front and back together with wrong sides facing; pin, tack (baste) and machine stitch.

3. To make the pointed ends, take the remaining two pieces of blue dot fabric and fold widthways to the width of your runner. Fold in the edges on both sides and press. Fold over the bottom edge and press.

4. Fold the corners over to the centre back, press again and machine stitch to the runner at either end folding in untidy edges as you go. Hand stitch the corner points in position on the reverse.

5. Cut two lengths of ribbon approximately 80cm (313⁄8in) long and tie into large bows. Pin and hand sew to each end of runner. Add the buttons to corners of the blue buds panel to finish.

 

Mini Cocktail-Party Hat

BY JENNIFER GRACE
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You Will Need:

Fabric for hat, Tanya Whelan Delilah Bijou Pink and Dots Pink

Toy filling

Firm iron-on interlining

Light pink sewing thread ,Gutermann colour 320

Checked pink satin ribbon

1. From floral fabric cut an 18cm x 12cm (7in x 43⁄4in) rectangle, and a 7cm (23⁄4in) circle. Fold the rectangle in half, right sides facing, so the short edges meet and sew together with a 1cm (3⁄8in) seam. Press seam flat. This forms the main upright section of the hat.

2. Draw a 5cm (2in) circle in the centre of the larger circle; snip notches towards the inner circle. With right sides facing, sew to the top of the upright section along the drawn circle, keeping the ease even.

3. Put a 4.5cm (15⁄8in) diameter circle of white card into the top, turn piece right sides out and fill with toy filling.

4. Cut two 11cm (43⁄8in) diameter circles from polka dot fabric. Cut two 9cm (31⁄2in) diameter circles of interlining and iron to the centre of wrong side of each polka dot circle. Cut notches approximately 6mm (1⁄4in) apart from the raw edges of the circles towards the interlining. Fold the notched edges into the middle and press.

5. Make small snips around the base of the upright hat section; fold inwards. Sew the upright section to the centre right side of a polka dot circle. Cut a 115cm (45in) length of ribbon and sew it at its middle to the centre of the right side of the other polka dot circle, stopping 1.5cm (5⁄8in) from the brim either side.

6. Sew together the two polka dot circles wrong sides facing and snipped edges folded in, stitching close to the edge. To finish tie ribbon in a bow around the brim

 

Felt Party Bags

BY KATY DENNY
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You Will Need:

Green and purple felt 30cm x 22cm (117⁄8in x 85⁄8in)

Green and purple sewing thread, Gutermann colours 585 and 463

Flower sequins

Assorted bright ribbons

Silicone glue

1. To give you two rectangles 15cm x 22cm (6in x 85⁄8in), cut a felt rectangle in half across its length.

2. Choose a ribbon that co-ordinates with your felt and cut it so that it is approximately 30cm (117⁄8in) long.

3. Fold your felt rectangle in half Pin the sides together and hand-or machine-stitch the side seams.

4. Take your ribbon and sew one end to the top left of the bag, taking care to only sew through one layer of felt. Turn the bag over and sew the other end of the ribbon to the top left of that side.

5. Turn your bag the right way out and push out the bottom corners with a pencil. Use a dab of silicone glue to stick the flower sequins randomly across the front and the back of the bag.

 

Fancy Fabric Corsage

BY KIRSTY NEALE
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You Will Need:

Fabric for corsage

Four pieces approximately 20cm x 20cm (8in x 8in), Tilda Christmas House Big Spot Pink, Tilda Christmas House Grandma Rose Red, Tilda Berrie Pink and Amy Butler Lotus Full Moon Polka Dot Lime

Decorative brad,Tilda Fruit Garden

Brown felt

Brooch back

1. Using the petal template, draw around it onto the reverse of your chosen fabrics. You will need 8–10 petal pieces for your fancy fabric corsage. Cut out.

2. Scrunch each petal piece between your hands to roughen and deliberately fray the edges. Layer the pieces one on top of the other, staggering the petals as you go.

3. To fix them together, draw a small circle onto the back of the petal stack. Sew a line of simple running stitches around the circle. Pull the thread ends together, gathering up the fabric very slightly. Knot to secure.

4. Use your hands to ‘fluff’ the gently gathered petals and give your corsage shape.

5. Fix a decorative brad on top of the petals to make a flower centre.

6. To finish off, cut a circle of felt and stitch to the back of your corsage. Sew a brooch back onto the felt.

 

Simple Shopping Bag

BY MARION ELLIOT
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You Will Need:

Fabric for bag front, back and handles:

Two pieces 43cm x 38cm (165⁄8in x 15in)

Two pieces 60cm x 12cm (233⁄4in x 43⁄4in), Tilda Oval Rose Green

Fabric for bag lining:

Two pieces 43cm x 38cm (165⁄8in x 15in), Tilda Spot Pink

Fabric for purse front, back and lining:

Four pieces 12cm x 14cm (43⁄4in x 51⁄2in), Tilda Rosalie Red

10cm (37⁄8in) zip

1. Pin bag front and back with right sides facing. Pin a ribbon loop facing inwards between the side seams. Sew sides and base using a 1.5cm (5⁄8in) seam allowance; trim corners, turn through. Make the lining but do not turn through.

2. Press a 1cm (3⁄8in) hem along the handle length, press in half lengthwise, wrong sides facing. Oversew handles down both sides (1cm/3⁄8in seam allowance). Pin to the bag front and back, handles down, raw edges matching. Sew.

3. Insert the main bag inside the lining and pin the top edges together, matching the seams exactly and keeping the handles to the inside. Sew around the top of the bag (1.5cm/5⁄8in seam allowance), with a gap to turn the bag through. Turn the bag through, press and slip stitch the gap closed. Overstitch around top of bag. Attach a split ring to the loop.

4. Pin and tack (baste) the top of the purse front, face down, to the top of the zip, lining up the raw edges.

5. Pin and tack (baste) the top of the purse back to the lower edge of the zip. Sew both sides of the zip in place, then remove tacking.Place the purse right side up and stitch along both sides of zip (zipper foot).

6. Pin ribbon loop between the side seams of the purse. Sew sides and base together, right sides facing. Trim corners, turn through. Make a lining, turn through. Press under raw edges. Place lining inside purse and slip stitch in place just below zip. Attach a D ring to the loop.


Techniques

Basic stitches

When sewing by hand choose a needle that matches the thickness of the thread you are using, so the thread passes easily through the fabric. All stitches can be started with a knot on the back of the work and finished off neatly at the back, usually with backstitch.

cross stitch
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blanket stitch
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satin stitch
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whip stitch
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hem stitch
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ladder stitch
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slip stitch
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topstitch
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backstitch
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running stitch
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Suppliers

Materials to make the projects in this book can be found at: www.rucraft.co.uk
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Templates

All other templates for the projects in this book can be found at: www.stitchcraftcreate.co.uk/patterns/
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