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BMW Motorcycles - History
 

Up until the end of World War 1, BMW manufactured aircraft engines. The famous blue and white circular badge is said to represent aircraft propellers in motion. The fact is that the logo actually derives from the colours of the flag of Bavaria.
 

When the German Air Force was disbanded and after the war, BMW had to turn its manufacturing facilities elsewhere. After a brief period with the manufacturing of agricultural machinery and office furniture, they began building motorcycles. At that time, the chief designer was Max Friz, who was responsible for the legendary Boxer engines, the first was based on a British Douglas design.
 

In 1923, the R32 was launched, it was to become the basis of future Boxer powered BMW's. This motorcycle used the shaft drive system which would feature in all BMW motorcycles up until 1994.
 

Harley-Davidson
 

BMW motorcycles were to prove their worth in North Africa during World War 2. Not having a chain that could clog with sand, they were so successful that Harley-Davidson were requested by the US military, to manufacture a similar machine, which they did and produced the Harley-Davidson A. With the German war machine's demand for motorcycles, the company flourished during the war years, but as Germany's fortunes declined, so did BMW's. Its Munich factory was razed to the ground by bombing and after the war the Russians dismantled the Eisenach plant and re-assembled it in Irbit. The cream of BMW's engineers were taken to Russia or the USA to work on jet engines research.
 

As the restriction on motorcycle production was eased, BMW had to go back to basics. None of the old plans had survived, so their engineers were forced to use pre-war motorcycles as a template for new machines. The bike that came off the production line was the R24, which incidentally was without rear suspension. In 1949 over 9,000 R24's were built, a figure which rose to more than 17,000 by 1950. The R68, a sports motorcycle was introduced in 1952. This 594cc machine became a collector's piece, as less than 1,500 were produced.
 

Record
 

The 1950's saw a decline in motorcycle demand. This period saw a reduction in output from 30,000 units to less than 6,000 by 1957. By the late 50's the vast majority of BMW motorcycles were being exported to the USA, Butler and Smith inc. having the sole distribution rights, but although American sales were strong, the company was struggling to survive. With the financial help of Herbert Quandt and the blossoming automobile division, BMW pulled through, and in 1959, cementing it's American reputation, John Prenton rode a BMW R69 from New York to Los Angeles in 53 hours and 11 minutes, and in doing so, shaved over 22 hours off the existing record.
 

Re-Vamped
 

The R27, the last of the single cylinder models was introduced in 1967. Times were changing and the public demanded different machines, and so BMW's were built, not with Side cars in mind, but sporty performance. In 1970 the company introduced an entirely re-vamped range of motorcycles; the R50/5, the R60/5 and the R75/5. In 1974 the 500cc model was deleted from the BMW catalogue and replaced with a 900cc bike. In 1975 the R90S was introduced and soon earned the tag of the best 'Supersports' motorcycle of its day.
 

1977 saw the arrival of the first one litre engined motorcycles from BMW. This year also welcomed the first 'Full Fairing' to a BMW machine. In 1978 the R100T entered into the market to compete with Honda's Goldwing.
 

1986 saw the world's first electrically adjusted windscreen on the K100LT, which at first seemed a little eccentric, but is now used on various BMW models and has in fact been copied by Honda, Yamaha and Kawasaki.
 

ABS
 

It was BMW who in 1988 introduced ABS to the motorcycle world when it became standard on all their K models, the R1100S acquiring it in 1993. It is now fitted to the majority of company's shaft driven bikes.
 

Despite the near demise of the company after World War 2, the company has risen to be unquestionably one of the finest motorcycle manufacturers in the world creating the ultimate riding machine.
 
  

The BMW K1
 

In 1989, BMW launched a motorcycle that shocked the motorcycle world. That bike was the BMW K1 and it was surprising for two reasons, its performance and the fact that it was built by BMW. At the time BMW had been known for only making solid, reliable bikes. The K1 broke that mould and led to the present day BMW line up that includes many performance oriented machines such as the K1200S and K1200R.
 

At the time the K1 was built, a voluntary limit of 100 bhp restricted the power output of German motorcycles. In order to obtain the maximum amount of performance from the K1 BMW engineers decided to enclose the bike in an all encompassing aerodynamic fairing.
 

The K1 is powered by a 987cc, liquid cooled, double overhead cam, 16 valve in-line four cylinder engine that produced 100 bhp at 8000 rpm. It uses a five speed transmission and a shaft final drive. The engine sits in a tubular steel space frame.
 

Suspension
 

The suspension includes a telescopic front and a mono shock rear. Twin disc brakes on the front and a single disc on the rear provided breath taking stopping power. The bike is a bit on the heavy side weighing in at 570 lbs. While being the sportiest and most powerful bike ever built by BMW, it was still not as powerful or fast as its contemporaries. It didn't possess loads of torque at low speeds and the engine wasn't a fire breather but it did pull linearly up to its 8500 rpm redline. The bike excelled as a sports tourer and was at its best when travelling long distances at high speeds.
 

Advantageous
 

Like its engine, the big BMW's handling was not razor sharp but was adequate enough to get the job done. The K1 was heavy and required a moderate amount of force on the handlebars to turn, which proved to be advantageous for its role as a high speed touring motorcycle. The K1 could go all day on straight or long sweeping curves but when the road got twisty the K1 had to slow its pace to negotiate the turns.
 

The fairing of the K1 made long distance rides very comfortable. It did an excellent job of diverting the wind. The bike had great fuel economy and a long range. All in all the K1 is a great high speed touring motorcycle but it did have one drawback. The BMW K1 was not a pure sports bike but it was a success as a sports touring motorcycle. It was the first motorcycle to break the traditional BMW mould and led to the innovating and exciting range of bikes the company now makes.
 
  

Revolutionary change
 

One of the main reasons why people love the BMW motorcycle's, compared to other widely known brands is that they give both a relaxed and comfortable ride as well as a sporty feel. Also, they have a very majestic and big look, however they are very light in essence, which is excellent for when you're riding off-road.
 

Rough riding
 

Back in 1993 a revolutionary change came into the R series BMW motorcycle. The newly introduced BMW R series motorcycle were now oil cooled and were equipped with four valves per cylinder. After that in 2004, double spark plugs per cylinder were added, together with a balance shaft.
 

This gave the motorcycle much more power, rising to 100 hp or a capacity of 1200 CC. If your desire is to have a very powerful but also comfortable motorcycle, you probably will not want to miss this BMW motorcycle series. This is because the motorcycle can be used for both common daily usage as well as rough riding.
 

Entry-level
 

At present BMW has four primary motorcycle series, they include the G, F, R, and K series. The classes of engines are actually what the series are based on. The current F. series was introduced back in 1994 as the F650, with an engine that has four valves, single piston, with a 650 cc four stroke design and chain drive.
 

It was initially introduced as an entry-level BMW motorcycle, and subsequently was redesigned about six years after that with a different label, the F650GS. Presently, the most notable F series motorcycles are the 800S sports series motorcycle and the F800ST sports tour version.
 

650 CC engine 
 

The off-road versions of these motorcycles were introduced as G series and manufactured in cooperation with Aprilia. This particular series of BMW motorcycle is equipped with a 650 CC engine capable of producing 53 BHP. In a heavier range is the K series BMW motorcycle, that is competitive to the Japanese premier sport motorcycles.
 

This particular series is exceptionally fast and can reach speeds of up to 280 kph. The design of the current R series was constructed on the basis of the older R series, but much improved. And the latest R's, which are the R1150R, R1200S, and the R1200R, are capable of producing 122 hp.
 
  

New or Second Hand BMW?
 

Buying used or second hand motorcycles will save lot of money. Once new bikes have left showroom they will lose a high percentage of their value. BMW motorcycles are a perfect ride for bikers who know they can trust its dependability and longevity. Buying a used BMW motorcycles is not at all cheap as demand for BMW's is high.
 

When buying a BMW motorcycle you should keep in mind things like how much your are willing to spend? The price stated by the seller may not be the total cost, there are several expenditures that can add up. Before buying a previously owned BMW make sure you inspect it properly. Inspect the brakes, the clutch, plugs, wheels, tyres etc so that you don't have to pay more money in repairs and replacement parts.
 

Popular pre-owned buys
 

The R- series and the K-series. The R- series deals with two horizontally cylinders in opposite directions whereas the K- series has 3-4 cylinders. The F- series comes with one cylinder, a carburettor and chain. The modern fuel injected bikes and older carburettor bikes are the two types in R-series. The K-series is known as the winners' bikes for its reliability, dependability and durability.
 

Plenty of zing
 

The R1200RT, the R1200r, k-series rockets, the F800s, all provide excellent value. The F800 is one of the best BMW bikes, it is light and agile with a comfortable riding position. It has got an amazing punchy engines, plenty of zing and superb brakes. The parallel engine delivers torque and horsepower, 8500rpm with 6 gears. If you are thinking of buying used instead of new these models are worth your consideration.
 
  

World Famous Motorbike Auction
 

The late Willy Neutken assembled the greatest collection of BMW bikes in the world...
 

The name Willy Neutken is legendary among BMW Motorrad collectors: he assembled the greatest collection of the brand's creations in the world.
 

Neutken worked in the family business, MotoPort Neutkens, until he was ready to pass on the main responsibilities to his son.
 

He then devoted all his time to collecting and restoring BMW motorcycles.
 

In 1998, BMW Netherlands used an exhibition of the Neutkens Collection to celebrate its 75th birthday.
 

Guinness Book of Records
 

That same year, Neutken was honoured by the Guinness Book of Records for having the largest collection of motorcycles by a single manufacturer.
 

By this stage, Neutkens's collection included an example of almost every type of bike made by BMW since it began in 1923.
 

The collection went up for auction following Neutkens's death in 2008.
 

Some of the best bikes available included a pair of R42s and an R47 from 1926-27. They were estimated at £18,000-22,000, £17,000-20,000 and £20,000-25,000, respectively.
 

An R32 from 1923 also appeared, estimated at £30,000-40,000. The R32 introduced the flat-twin boxer engine to the world.
 

Two R75 Kriegselefant sidecar outfits from WWII - years 1942-3 - went on sale priced at £20,000-25,000 each. They are painted in Afrika Korps colours.
 

The motorbike of George Maier, the legendary Isle of Man TT-winning racer, was a star at the show. Maier's 1953 R68 ISDT is estimated at £17,000-20,000.
 
  

BMW Auction Makes $1.57 million
 

Over 1,000 people witnessed a total sell out auction of the Willy Neutkens Collection of BMW Motorcycles on Saturday 28 November, 2009. in the BMW Museum in Munich, Germany
 

The worlds largest private collection of BMW motorcycles sold for a total of over 1 million euros.
 

The entire collection was sold for a total of 1,038,400 euros (US$1.57 million), well over the pre-auction estimate of 590,000-780,000 euros. The Neutkens collection was listed in the Guinness Book of Records as the largest motorcycle collection of a single make.
 

There was over 320 bids registered for the 94 lots.
 

Bidders from across the world participated in the sale, coming from as far afield as Australia, New Zealand, USA and Hong Kong.
 

Highest Price
 

The highest-selling motorcycle was a 1924 BMW 493cc R32. Launched in 1923, the R32 was the first motorcycle to be sold with the BMW name (the manufacturer had produced two prior models, sold as the Frink and Helios). Powered by BMW’s M2B15 493cc engine, the R32 began the manufacturers legacy with the Flat Twin engine design. BMW built 1,500 R32 units in 1924. The R32 in the auction was the attention of five bidders, eventually selling for 109,250 euros (US$165,000), almost triple its initial estimate.
 

Lot 76
 

The BMW Museum that hosted the auction came out the winner for lot 76, a 1953 R67/2 used in the International Six Days Trial by the West German team of Georg Meier, Hans Roth and Walter Zeller. The team placed third in the 1953 ISDT with Meier and Roth earning gold medals. The ex-works 1953 BMW R67/2 sold for 26,450 euros (US$40,000).
 

1982
 

The most sentimental winning bid came from the original owner of a 1982 BMW 649cc R65LS. The woman who won the bid purchased that exact motorcycle when it was new and proceeded to ride over 105,000 miles on the R65LS over 14 years. The woman was reunited with the bike after a bid of 2,530 euros (US$3,800).
 
  

BMW HP-2 Sport
 

BMW is on a roll at the moment. The German bike firm is expanding its range of road bikes, and many of them are selling well. It also introduced it's four cylinder superbike. The blue and white roundel is rolling well and in the right direction.
 

BMW has not forgotten the purists. And though it's now using singles, twins and fours to power its bikes, the venerable flat twin-cylinder power plant will probably remain in place for some time yet. The versatile trademark Boxer motor has been used in sports bikes, sports tourers, tourers and adventure sports bikes. Now the most powerful version of all has been fitted to the most exclusive BMW to date, the HP-2 Sport. Essentially a road-going replica of its endurance racer, the 130bhp limited-edition model. By the time it reached the dealers, the majority had been sold.
 

Examining the BMW HP-2 recently showed me why it's in such demand. Though I would add that the more time you spend with the bike the more you'll appreciate it for what it is. One of the first things to know is that the 1200 is not a direct competitor to Japanese 1000cc sports bikes, although it is a good alternative. It lacks the power and speed to rival bikes like the Fireblade or GSX-R1000.
 

Quick shifter
 

The key to the bike's performance is its classic 1200cc Boxer twin motor. Based on the one fitted to the R1200R sports bike, it features many updates including twin cams, radial valves, higher compression and a close-ratio gearbox. Additional features include carbon bodywork ,including a self-supporting seat unit, digital MotoGP style dash, Ohlins suspension and a quickshifter.
 

Even though you would not exactly call its style cutting edge, the HP-2 does have classy visual looks. It looks good from a distance, and once you get closer for a more detailed examination, it's clear that this is a well-crafted bike with excellent engineering.
 

The HP-2 Sport is an easy bike to mount due to a relaxed and roomy riding position making it both comfortable and manageable - something helped further by both adjustable bars and footrests. Part of that handle-ability is down to the lightweight claimed 178kilos dry.
 

Around town at lower speeds, the bike is well balanced and tighter moves between traffic don't create any real problems. But it's out on that open roads that the big twin shows its finest qualities.
 

Brembo brakes
 

The BMW HP-2 steers lightly and accurately. And the pace and ease with which it can be put on its side and then brought back to the vertical is very impressive. This makes the bike feel really agile and gives the impression that it's a lot lighter than it actually is.
 

The two fully adjustable Ohlins shocks and Brembo brakes, both are manufacturers' products, work extremely well, though in the case of the suspension there is some unconventional behaviour to get used to. The Telelever front end gives a supple yet supportive ride and allows the Michelin front tyre to stay well on to the road. Under braking the usual dip associated with the conventional telescopic forks is not evident. There's a little to begin with but then, even when you're using the Brembos hard, the HP-2 stays level. The initial feeling that the brakes might not be working as well as expected is soon overcome as the monobloc radial callipers offer fantastic stopping power. ABS is an option on this bike, but the set-up is so friendly I'm not sure that it should be a priority.
 

Digital tacho
 

The brakes are one of the best features of the bike, and are equal to the very best fitted to any production bike. The engine has loads of torque and flexibility plus deceptive speed further down the rev range, and runs sweetly and smoothly with little vibration. A greater feeling of urgency begins when the digital tacho reaches 6000rpm. At that point there's a significant upsurge in acceleration and the bike starts to move fast!. You get a solid boost in the torque that forces you back into the seat as the bike blasts forward. The first few times you sample the extra thrust, it is breathtaking making you think the engine has much more power than it does.
 

The HP-2 Sport is the first ever production bike to be fitted with a quickshifter and though it's good, it can make the change feel a bit snatchy. It's not really a problem as such, and like the slight torque reaction from the longitudinal crank that pitches the bike over to the right when you first spin the engine up more, you soon get used to it.
 

The HP-2 Sport is with out doubt BMW's strongest performing production bike to date. It is certainly not cheap, but then quality never is. Similar to other Euro-classics like the 1098, and KTM RC8, it's certainly worth considering.
 

2007 BMW HP-2 SPORT
 

Performance: 150mph
 

Engine
 

Type: air/oil cooled, 8-valve, dohc, flat twin
 

Displacement: 1170cc
 

Bore x Stroke: 101 x 73mm
 

Compression: 12:5
 

Maximum power: 133bhp @ 8750rpm
 

Maximum torque: 85lb/ft @ 6000rpm
 

Carburation: Bosch electronic fuel-injection, 52mm throttle bodies
 

Gearbox: 6-speed with quickshifter, shaft drive
 

Chassis: Steel tubed trellis
 

Suspension: Front: Telelever, fully adjustable Ohlins shock
 

Rear: Paralever, fully adjustable Ohlins shock
 

Brakes: Front: twin 320mm discs with four piston radial calipers
 

Rear: single 265mm disc with twin-piston caliper
 

Wheels/Tyres: Front: 120/70 -17
 

Rear: 190/55 -17
 

Rake/trail: 24 degrees / 86mm
 

Seat height: 830mm
 

Wheelbase: 1487mm (1507mm)
 

Fuel capacity: 16 litres
 

Dry weight: 178kg
 
  

BMW S1000RR
 

A massive 193 horsepower is just the beginning - the BMW S1000RR packs a combined ABS that's lighter and smarter than Honda's, variable intake tracts and exhaust butterflies that outdo the Yamaha and MV Agusta systems, a 4-mode variable engine mapping system that seems a lot better thought-out than Suzuki's, and a very clever traction control system that's integrated into the mind-boggling fly-by-wire engine management system in a way that seems much more logical than Ducati's. Brand new in every way, this purpose-built German superbike is set to hit showroom floors well before the end of the year.
 

Cutting edge
 

The bike is packed with some of the most sophisticated and complex technology ever seen in the motorcycle world, all tightly integrated and kept out of the rider's way in the name of huge, controllable power, the cutting edge in safety and sweet handling on wet or dry roads.
 

To say that the S1000RR features traction control, fly-by-wire throttle management, variable engine mapping or linked ABS braking seems woefully inadequate - BMW have integrated all these systems in a clever and rider-focused way. "Rain" mode, for example, still gives the rider access to a 150 horsepower, but puts traction control and ABS on a hair-trigger.
 

Stability
 

At the other end of the scale, "slick" mode delivers the full complement of horsepower, with the most direct and aggressive throttle response, while tuning the traction control to allow controlled sliding and power wheelies for up to 5 seconds on a lean under 20 degrees before the computer starts retarding the spark and altering the fuelling to get things under control. Grabbing the front brake in "slick" mode sends a proportion of braking force to the rear wheel as well to maximise braking stability - but then, if the rider applies the rear brake lever, the rear wheel ABS circuit is switched off so an experienced rider can lock up the back wheel and back the bike in to a corner on the racetrack.
 

Dynamic
 

Both the Dynamic Traction Control and ABS systems can be switched on and off at will - so presumably you'll be able to do burnouts on the S1000RR - an activity which has caused much mirth and many burned-out clutches when attempted on a linked-brake Honda.
 

The new BMW's amazing electronics are just one part of an overall package that seems set to deliver big-time on ride ability, power,and safety.
 
  

Battery Chargers
 

A battery charger is a device used to input electrical energy into another electrical cell, or rechargeable battery through an electric current.
 

There are many types of battery chargers, Trickle charger, Fast charger, Inductive charger, solar charger, pulse charger, intelligent charger, etc.
 

Fast
 

A fast charger is the one that uses the controlled circuitry in the battery to charge quickly without causing any damage to the cells of a battery. There are also few fast chargers which have the capacity to charge the NiMH batteries mainly found in digital cameras, cordless phones, laptops, etc.
 

Trickle
 

A Trickle charger is the most widely used charger that charges a battery at slow and self discharging rate. A battery keeps on charging by way of trickle charger slowly but never over-charges it. Few examples of this are motorcycle battery charger, car charger, lawn mower charger etc.
 

BMW
 

There are many types of motorcycle battery chargers available on the market such as BMW Motorcycle Battery Charger, Schumacher MC-1 Manual Trickle Charger, Battery Tender, Battery Tender Plus 6V Charger, etc, which may provide you the perfect battery charging to overcome the battery breakdowns.
 

Solar
 

Then are the solar chargers which use solar energy to recharge batteries and are portable, convenient and environment friendly. These specific chargers are used for charging numerous products.
 

Inductive
 

An Inductive charger makes use of electromagnetic induction to charge batteries. This is done by a charging station that sends electromagnetic energy by pairing inductive energy to an electrical device for recharging battery.
 

This charger is the perfect option for charging dead batteries to make them in functional again. The only thing required is to check the exact purpose of the battery charger and for which product it is for.
 
  

The Boxer Engine and The Flying Brick
 

BMW initially began building motorcycle engines and then complete motorcycles.The bikes had a "Boxer" twin engine, in which an ICCE cylinder protrudes into the air-flow from each side of the machine. Apart from their singles (basically the same pattern), all their motorcycles had used this iconic layout until the early 1980s. Many BMWs are still produced using this design, which is designated the R Series.
 

The K Series ,affectionately known as "The Flying Brick", is still a shaft drive, but now water cooled and with either 3 or 4 cylinders mounted in a straight line from front to the back. Shortly after, BMW also started making the chain-driven F and G series with single and parallel twin Rotax engines.
 

BMW GS Model
 

The GS has been available with a range of different engines including single cylinder, twin cylinder water-cooled and twin cylinder air or oil cooled.
 

The first shaft driven GS model was the R 80 G/S with a 797 cc flat-twin, air-cooled boxer engine. The BMW 247 engine, which was also fitted to many other bikes in the BMW family, is known as an airhead. The most valued version was the R 80 G/S- model featuring a larger tank. In certain markets, a 649 cc R 65 GS version was also available.
 

Adventure 
 

These early machines used a combined rear suspension / drive Swingarms called a Monolever. Airhead models still have a following among adventure motorcyclists and often sell at a premium price when compared with bikes of a similar age.
 

BMW motorcycles were always associated with durability and strength. This allowed BMW was able to survive. However, the key to their endurance was thanks in part to the increasing success of BMW's automotive division. Since the beginnings of its motorcycle manufacturing, BMW periodically introduced single-cylinder models.
 

BMW offered the last of these, the R 27. Most of BMW's offerings were still designed to be used with sidecars. By this time sidecars were no longer in fashion with most riders. The R 50/2, R 60/2, and R69S marked the end of sidecar-capable BMWs. From this era, the R 69 S remains the most desirable example of the dubbed "/2" ("slash-two") series because of significantly greater engine power than other models, amongst other features unique to this design.
 
  

Buying Without A Warranty
 

Buying a used motorcycle is different from buying a new one. There are money saving benefits but at the same time you must ensure that you understand what you are buying.
 

When the motorcycle comes from a manufacturer appointed dealer, you can be sure of the quality. For instance, you can be sure about how BMW will perform. You don't have to take the manufacturers word for it, they give it to you as a contractual agreement in the form of a warranty.
 

This is not the case when buying a used motorcycles. You may have to find about how the past owners have used it to guess the condition of the engine and therefore what the bike is really worth. Things will be a lot more easier if you know exactly what to ask and hope the seller gives you honest answers, sometimes unfortunately this is not the case. To help you when buying a used BMW here is a basic list of questions and what to expect in the answers.
 

Who did the service?
 

Let's say you went to buy one of BMW Motorcycles. The bike may look tip-top on the exterior but to figure out its interior, you need to ask the owner about who did the servicing on this bike. If they say a mechanic or a service shop, ask for invoices. A careful bike owner knows that he will need these documents later and keeps them. If there are no documents, there is something fishy. If they say they did it themselves give it the lowest points. You don't really know how capable they are with engines of BMW Motorcycles.
 

How often?
 

The next thing you should ask is how regularly the bike was serviced. Then when you get an answer you must ask about the service schedule prescribed by the manufacturer. In case of any discrepancies, try and ascertain the extent of damage that might have been inflicted upon the engine. On the other hand, if they say they don't know, do not buy.
 

What brand of oil?
 

Engine oil is the lifeblood of BMW Motorcycles or any motorcycle for that matter. So it is important to ask them how often they changed it and what brand did they use. Evaluate the answer based on what you know about the frequency and the brand.
 

Can I get the bike checked?
 

You should always get the bike checked from a trained mechanic whose opinion you trust. For this you will need the seller's permission. An honest seller will know they would have done the same and wont object. If they do object, just leave the BMW Motorcycles on sale and try somewhere else. They might try to hustle you by saying this offer is only for today, but more often than not "Just for today" offers are meant to pressure you into buying a dodgy bike!
 
  

Dakar Rally
 

BMW X3, X5 and F650 GS Dakar motorbikes played a starring role in the Dakar Rally from Lisbon, Portugal, to Senegal.
 

The Dakar Rally is regarded as one of the most physically and emotionally demanding motor sport events known with around half the starters not making the finish. BMW (UK) Ltd supported the efforts of the Race to Dakar 2006 team headed by Charley Boorman, star of the Long Way Round television series. Boorman competed in the rally on a BMW F650 GS Dakar bike.
 

Mali
 

The race went through Portugal and Spain before moving on to tackle the more extreme terrain of Morocco, Mauritania, Mali and Guinea before finally arriving 15 days later in Senegal. During the race competitors only have use of a road book for navigational purposes, which is only given to them at the start of each day.
 

Unlike car or truck competitors with co-drivers, motorcyclists are completely dependent on the handlebar-mounted road book to find their way to the next destination. One wrong turn can spell disaster. Riders can end up lost in the desert with just themselves, their bike and one days worth of food rations to get by.
 

Boorman, Pavey and Hall were part of a 22 motorbike and car assault on the Dakar Rally by BMW-powered machinery. Unfortunately during the rally Boorman was injured and forced to retire from the race after five days.
 
  

BMW GS - 4 Accessories
 

If you own a BMW GS bike and haven't yet taken it on a long trip, it's high time you did as this is what they were built for. Here are five accessories you can add to your bike.
 

Luggage carriers/panniers
 

Luggage carriers are probably the first BMW GS accessories to look at. There are several options available:
 

Tank bags are placed just in front of you, between your seat and the handlebars. These are quite small bags, convenient for storing items you need to get to quickly. Top cases are another option which are mounted on the back of your bike. You may need to install a rack or adapter plate to hold the case.
 

BMW GS panniers or "side bags" as they are commonly called hang at the rear sides of the bike. Soft panniers offer less protection, hold smaller amounts but are less bulky. Hard panniers are manufactured from metal (usually aluminium) can be costly and are heavier and bulkier but offer excellent protection from crashes, water and dirt etc. They can hold the same capacity as a large backpack.
 

Motorcycle Lights
 

Motorcycle lights are a useful addition which will add an element of safety. You can see better, and you're also seen better. Xenon headlights are available and these make your bike stand out more when you appear in other driver's mirrors. Several companies manufacture additional light sets to be used in foggy or other low visibility conditions. Although a little expensive, these extra lights DO make you more visible in the rear view mirrors of car drivers.
 

Brake lights
 

After market brake lights are available that shine brighter and can be set to blink or flash rapidly when you brake. They may be annoying to car drivers but they allow motorists driving behind you to notice you quicker - very useful in case traffic slows down abruptly and you're concerned about getting rear.
 

Exhausts
 

After market exhausts are usually lighter than the OE ones and save a couple of pounds in weight - who doesn't want a lighter bike? These exhausts usually also give you a small increase in horsepower. One thing to look out for is that the exhaust doe not get in the way of panniers or pannier racks.
 

Fairing & windscreens
 

Motorcycle fairing is the "shell" that's placed over the frame at the front of the bike and is designed to reduce air drag. It improves the aerodynamics of the bike and protects you from and debris. Modifying the fairing on BMW GS bikes is usually done by the pros in rally conditions. You can benefit from an extended windscreen that will reduce the strain on your body and neck at moderate to high speeds.
 
  

GS Adventure Motorcycle
 

30 years ago BMW introduced the GS Adventure motorcycle which was a new area for the German company and a new breed of motorbike for the world. However the Adventure bike never really took off until the late 90's when other motorcycle manufacturers jumped on the bandwagon and produced their own hybrid Adventure models to compete with an increasing foothold that BMW were gaining in the hybrid market with their GS1150 AND R1200GS and Adventure model bikes.
 

Up until that point 'trail' bikes were the only real option to road 'naked' bikes and 'cruisers' which commanded worldwide bike markets. Honda then produced the Varadero and Suzuki launched the Vstrom, two very credible machines with mass appeal. KTM came on board with the 990 version and the Triumph Tiger 955 was released to directly compete with the established off road Adventure bikes. Their later Tiger 1055 has caught the imagination and bank account of many born again bikers.
 

There is one piece of inadvertent marketing that occurred in the early part of the new century and that was a TV programme called 'The Long Way Across' in which Ewan McGregor and Charlie Boorman rode two BMW R1150GS bikes across Europe for a TV travel documentary. It was followed with another tour going south, the 'Long Way Down' where they travelled from Scotland to Australia on two BMW R1200GS bikes.
 

These two programmes projected the BMW bikes to world stardom and sales increased beyond BMW's dreams. Now most motorcycle manufacturers are looking at the Adventure market with interest and most will have their own ADV spec bike in the showrooms, or on the production line. The hybrid market now represents the biggest sales figures worldwide with BMW holding the golden egg in their GS range of bikes.
 

The recent F800GS and F650GS Dakar machines have further secured the mid range market and now set the bench mark for all manufacturers to aspire to. Yamaha have just released their flagship 1200 Tenere costing £13,000 and with no test rides and on-line ordering only, they must be confident that there is still a huge market for hybrid bikes at almost any cost. Despite the fact that most Aventure bike owners stay on the tarmac, their appeal is increasing as a road bike as well as a rough ground machine. Long live the spirit of Adventure.
 
  

Garmin GPS Navigator
 

Many different companies have come out with Motorcycle GPS, but they did not work very well until the Zumo550. This portable GPS unit is from Garmin and has many features that will make travelling for bikers much easier. This GPS is very easy to operate and has all the features anybody who rides a BMW motorcycle would ever need. Turn by turn navigation is something you will like from this product, in addition to touch display and easy accessible controls to make your travelling more easier than ever before.
 

 Turn-by-turn 
 

One of the hardest things to do when you're riding a motorcycle is to watch everything around you. With traffic and other obstacles that could be fatal ,you must stay very alert and this can cause you to miss an exit. This is where a motorcycle GPS unit can really make things much simpler. With turn-by-turn navigation you will be able to see the exit you need before you reach it and you will have more time to react.
 

Fuel monitor
 

Most of the latest motorcycle GPS units have a fuel monitor that will give you a warning when you are getting low on fuel.With a touch of a button you will be able to pull up the points of interest database. This database will have a list of gas stations and exactly what exit they are on and how many miles away from you. This removes the guesswork and makes sure you never run out of fuel.
 

Motorcycle GPS will also make travelling on your motorcycle much more fun. No more worrying about how to get somewhere or how many more miles to go. It will all be right at your fingertips. This is why buying a GPS system for your bike could be a best investment.
 

If you travel a lot and want to make that experience more enjoyable than by all means grab a GPS unit for your motorcycle. The Garmin Zumo550, has many extras that you will love. It is easy to hookup and operate. GPS technology is the wave of the future.
 
  

How to lose Post Ride Pains on your K series
 

How many times have you had a great ride only to finish up with sore wrists and other aches?
 

One of the main reasons for this can be as simple as not being in a comfortable riding position. The trouble with manufactured products is that they are all the same while bodies are not. It's surprising really, with the development of motorcycle engineering how few manufacturers do not build-in in adjust ability to the riding position. How then can you expect to be completely comfortable on a factory built machine unless it has been tailored to your size?
 

This is a problem for all motorcycle riders and BMW motorcycles while they may be "The ultimate Riding Machine" as they once quoted, are still subject to the same one size fits all problem.
 

Handlebar Risers
 

It is a fact that one size does not fit all and that's where handlebar risers got started. This was an attempt to tailor the bike to different sizes of people. It was also an attempt to satisfy different preferred riding positions. Some riders like to lean forward on the bike and others like to sit in an upright position.
 

One Choice
 

A problem with after market handlebar risers is that they are all made with only one choice. You have the choice of having the bike original or with the riser. If you do decide to buy a pair of risers to try to make your bike fit your preferred riding position and get it wrong you are out of pocket for a pair of risers and still uncomfortable so you still finish your ride with aches and pains. What if you could get adjustable risers? Risers that you could move around and set in exactly the perfect position to fit you and your riding position?
 

The Solution
 

This is the problem that bugged Dave Flood who set out to make risers that could be moved around and sit in the exact spot to match riding style and give comfort.
 

Dave is an engineer as well as a bike rider. He knew what he was looking for and made many prototypes until he got it right to suit him. Then he showed his bars to BMW other riders in the San Diego Riders Club who immediately wanted bars like that and so IDI Designs was born.
 

Now Dave is offering his bars to all BMW K1300R&S, K1200R&S and R1200S owners. I know, it's a pity that Dave's bars only fit those models but he has plans to make more bars to fit other machines depending on what riders say.
 

The result
 

Dave, and the other bikers that have fitted his bars all say they make a difference to their post ride aches. This is because they can be adjusted making wrist stress and arm ache a thing of the past. IDI Designs also make a swept back version of his bars that have proved to be popular with bikers who say they really make for a more comfortable ride.
 
  

Used BMW Motorcycle Parts
 

If you have a BMW motorcycle and you own the bike for an extended period of time, you are, at some point, going to need BMW motorcycle parts. You can buy new parts, but used BMW motorcycle parts are often just as good and are available at a much better price. All separate components have their own purposes, but they depend on the other parts around them.
 

There are special companies that deal only in new or used BMW motorcycle parts, they are solely focused on the BMW brand. This means that if you are looking for a special part you will have a very good change companies can help you. They often have new and used parts off the shelf that means they can deliver quickly and at a reasonable price.
 

Salvage yards
 

Buying At Motorcycle salvage yards. A real good option if you really want to save as much money as possible are motorcycle salvage yards. There are many of these businesses around the world, but the best will be you local salvage yard. If they know you and know what you are looking for, they can contact you if they have used BMW motorcycle parts they think will fit your bike.
 

Damaged
 

Just remember that if you are buying used parts you will need to check the parts before you buy them, or get a written parts guarantee by email if buying on line. You need to make sure a part is not damaged. But if you put just that little bit of time and effort into looking for the right used BMW motorcycle parts you should be able to find just what you need, and for a great price.
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